
AGENDA 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2026 
6:00 P.M. – Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call

2. Establishment of Quorum

3. Old Business

4. New Business

a. Ordinance – Amending Section 9-7-4(E) of the Darien City Code to grant administrative 
hearing officers the authority to enter orders prohibiting further code violations and 
additional powers.

b. Motion – Accepting a proposal for a Maintenance Agreement, for the Vactor 2100i, serial 
number 23-04V-21705 sewer cleaner from Standard Equipment in an amount not to exceed
$8,500.

c. Motion – Accepting a proposal from Spring Grove Nursery for the purchase of parkway 
trees in an amount not to exceed $20,267.

d. Motion - Accepting a proposal from Apex for the delivery, planting and mulching of the 
parkway trees in an amount not to exceed for $15,881.50.

e. Motion – Extending a contract to Yellowstone Landscape in an amount not to exceed
$190,520.00 for the City's 2026/27 Tree Trimming and Removal Program

f. Motion - Landscape restoration in the amount of $2,480

g. Minutes - August 24, 2026 Municipal Services Committee

5. Director’s Report

6. Next scheduled meeting – Monday, October 26, 2026

7. Adjournment



 Item a 

AGENDA MEMO 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2026 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
An ordinance amending Section 9-7-4(E) of the Darien City Code to grant administrative hearing 
officers the authority to enter orders prohibiting further code violations and additional powers. 

ORDINANCE 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. CITY ATTORNEY MEMO WITH ATTACHMENTS

BACKGROUND 
In 2021, the City adopted Ordinance No. O-09-21, establishing, as allowed by State Law, an 
administrative hearing system to enforce and adjudicate violations of various sections of the City 
Code locally with an administrative hearing officer, rather than requiring local code violations to 
go through the 18th Judicial Circuit Court located in DuPage County. By 2024, the majority of 
code enforcement violations were being adjudicated by the City’s administrative hearing officer.  

Administrative hearings are held the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 3:00PM in Council 
Chambers, and include Police Department administrative tow violations and code enforcement 
cases for which a citation or “notice to appear” has been issued. 

Municipalities have established authority to abate nuisances such as weeds, pests, and dead or 
diseased trees, and lien properties for the costs. Until this year, however, State law did not provide 
a similar mechanism for building and property maintenance violations. When owners refused 
access, municipalities had to obtain an administrative warrant or court order, resulting in continued 
violations, additional staff and legal expenses, and delays. 

In 2025 the Illinois State Legislature passed HB 1842, granting admin. hearing officers explicit 
powers to enter orders that function as local injunctions. Under the new law, an admin. hearing 
officer can now enter binding orders prohibiting further code violations or compelling the 
remediation of existing violations. An admin. hearing officer may also authorize the municipality 
to take "all necessary steps" to step in and fix the issue. If a property owner violates a hearing 
officer’s order, the municipality can fast-track the order to the Circuit Court to have a judge 
formally enforce it or issue a judicial contempt order. 

OVERVIEW 
City Attorney John Murphey has prepared on ordinance for consideration that would align the 
City’s Code with this new State Law, and strengthen the options available to the City to enforce 
building and property maintenance violations in cases where there are numerous, extended periods 
of non-compliance or urgent safety concerns.  

If adopted, the City Attorney will update and/or prepare form documents such as motions and 
“findings, decision, and order” documents. Full implementation would begin in the following 
months. 

DECISION MODE 
The Municipal Services Committee will review this item at its meeting on September 28, 2026. 
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Odelson, Murphey, Frazier & McGrath, Ltd. 
____________________________________________________________ 

3318 West 95th Street – Evergreen Park, Illinois 60805 
Phone (708) 424-5678  

JBM Direct Dial (708) 634-0266 
JBM e-mail: jmurphey@omfmlaw.com 

Memorandum 

VIA E-MAIL 

To: 

Ryan Murphy 

Dan Gombac 

From: John B. Murphey 

Date: September 15, 2026 

Re: Administrative Adjudication/New Legislation 

Attached please find the following: 

1. The City’s Administrative Adjudication ordinance.

2. The Administrative Adjudication statute, including subsection (b)(6)

which went into effect about a year ago.  As you can see, the amendment authorizes 

the adjudication hearing officer to enter “orders prohibiting further Code violations 

or compelling the remediation of existing Code violations within a specified time and 

authorizing the municipality to take all necessary steps to remediate Code 

violations.” 

As we discussed in the case of recreational vehicles, fines may not be effective 

to obtain compliance.  Utilizing this new power would be very important in assisting  

putting some “muscle” behind Code compliance in case of chronic or repeated 

violations. 

Two cautions: 

A. This tool is to be utilized only in cases of continuing or repeated 

violations where it becomes clear that the simple imposition of fines are ineffective. 

ATTACHMENT 1 - CITY ATTORNEY MEMO WITH ATTACHMENTS
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 B. The City would need to amend the adjudication ordinance to make it 

clear that our hearing officer has this additional authority.  It would be a simple 

ordinance amendment without the necessity for a public hearing. 

 

 I have prepared a draft ordinance to be sent separately. 

 

 Thanks. 

 

 

JBM/sml 

Enclosures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JBM/sml 

Enclosure 
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CHAPTER 7 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING SYSTEM 

SECTION: 

9-7-1: Administrative Hearing System Established 

9-7-2: Administrative Hearing Procedures Not Exclusive 

9-7-3: Administrative Composition 

9-7-4: Hearing Officer 

9-7-5: Violation Notice 

9-7-6: Service Of Notice 

9-7-7: Hearings 

9-7-8: Judicial Review 

9-7-9: Debt To The City 

9-7-10: Enforcement Of Judgments 

 

9-7-1: ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING SYSTEM ESTABLISHED: 

   (A)   There is hereby established and created within the city an administrative hearing 
system to enforce and adjudicate violations of the following chapters of this code, as the 
same has been, and may, from time to time hereafter be amended: 

      1.   Title 3: 

         (a)   Chapter 2, "Peddlers and Solicitors". 

         (b)   Chapter 3, section 3-3-19, "Sales to Minors". 

         (c)   Chapter 3, section 3-3-25, "Prohibition of Video Gaming". 

         (d)   Chapter 4, section 3-4-1, "Home Rule Municipal Retailers' Occupation Tax". 

         (e)   Chapter 6, "Garage Sales". 

         (f)   Chapter 8, "Massage Businesses and Services". 

      2.   Title 4: 

         (a)   Chapter 1, "Darien Building Code". 

         (b)   Chapter 3, "Sign Code". 
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      3.   Title 5A, "Zoning Regulations". 

      4.   Title 5B, "Subdivision Regulations". 

      5.   Title 6B: 

         (a)   Chapter 1, "Storm Water and Floodplain Management". 

         (b)   Chapter 3, "Street and Right of Way Regulations". 

         (c)   Chapter 5, "Construction of Utility Facilities in the Public Rights Of Way". 

      6.   Title 6C, "Water Division". 

      7.   Title 7, "Health and Sanitation". 

      8.   Title 8, "Police Regulations". 

      9.   Title 9, "Traffic Regulations". 

      10.   Such other city ordinances and code provisions as the mayor and city council may 
from time to time designate. 

   (B)   The provisions of this chapter shall apply to administrative adjudication proceedings 
to the extent that they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this code which set forth 
specific procedures for the administrative adjudication of particular code provisions. (Ord. 
0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

 

9-7-2: ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING PROCEDURES NOT EXCLUSIVE: 

The provisions of this chapter shall not preclude the city from using other methods or 
proceedings to enforce and adjudicate the code or other ordinances of the city, including, 
without limitation, the institution of an action in the DuPage County circuit court or the 
United States district court for the northern district of Illinois, or any administrative 
proceeding. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

 

9-7-3: ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOSITION: 

The administrative hearing system shall provide for one or more hearing officers, all with 
the power, authority and limitations set forth in this chapter. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; 
amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

 

9-7-4: HEARING OFFICER: 

   (A)   Appointment: The city administrator shall appoint one or more qualified hearing 
officers to perform the functions set forth in this section. 
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   (B)   Independent Contractor: A hearing officer shall be employed as an independent 
contractor of the city and shall not be considered an employee of the city. A hearing officer 
may be removed, with or without cause, by the city administrator. 

   (C)   Qualifications: To qualify as a hearing officer, an individual must: 

      1.   Be an attorney licensed to practice law in the state of Illinois for at least three (3) 
years; 

      2.   Be in good standing with the Illinois Supreme Court attorney registration and 
disciplinary commission; 

      3.   Complete a formal training program approved by the city administrator and the city 
attorney consisting of: 

         (a)   Instruction on the rules of procedure of the administrative hearings which he/she 
will conduct; 

         (b)   Orientation to each subject area of this code that will be adjudicated; 

         (c)   Observation of administrative hearings; and 

         (d)   Participation in hypothetical cases, including ruling on evidence and issuing final 
orders. 

   (D)   Compensation: Authorization for compensation for a hearing officer shall be made 
by the mayor and city council through the city's annual budget process. Compensation shall 
be determined by the city administrator within approved budget limitations. 

   (E)   Authority and Powers: Hearing officers shall have all powers necessary to conduct 
fair and impartial hearings including, but limited to, the power to: 

      1.   Hold conferences for the settlement or simplification of the issues; 

      2.   Administer oaths and affirmations; 

      3.   Hear testimony and accept evidence that is relevant to the allegation of the violation; 

      4.   Issue subpoenas directing witnesses to appear and give relevant testimony at the 
hearing, upon the request of the parties or their representatives; 

      5.   Preserve and authenticate the record of the hearing and all exhibits and evidence 
introduced at the hearing; 

      6.   Issue a determination, based on the evidence presented at the hearing, of whether 
the violation occurred or exists. The determination shall be in writing and shall include a 
written finding of fact, decision, and order including the fine, penalty, or action with which 
the defendant must comply; and 

      7.   Impose penalties consistent with the applicable code provisions and assess costs 
upon finding a party liable for the charged violation as set forth in this chapter. (Ord. 0-11-
11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 
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9-7-5: VIOLATION NOTICE: 

   (A)   A notice of violation ("violation notice") shall be issued by the persons authorized 
under this chapter. The violation shall be verified and shall contain, but shall not be limited 
to, the following information: 

      1.   The name of the party violating the code or city ordinance; 

      2.   The date and time the violation was observed; 

      3.   The particular ordinance or code violation violated; 

      4.   The name of any witness to the violation; 

      5.   The signature and identification number, if applicable, of the person issuing the 
notice; and 

      6.   The date and location of the administrative hearing on the violation(s), the legal 
authority and jurisdiction under which the hearing is to be held, and the penalties for 
failure to appear at the hearing. 

   (B)   The correctness of facts contained in any violation notice shall be verified by the 
person issuing said notice by: 

      1.   Signing his/her name to the notice at the time of issuance; or 

      2.   In the case of a notice produced by a computer device, by signing a single certificate, 
to be kept by the records department of the Darien police department, attesting to the 
correctness of all notices produced by the device while under his/her control. 

   (C)   All police officers, as well as other specifically authorized individuals of any 
department of the city, shall have the authority to issue violation notices. 

   (D)   Any individual authorized to issue violation notices who detects a violation, is 
authorized to issue a violation notice thereof and shall serve the violation notice in the 
manner set forth in section 9-7-6 of this chapter or as otherwise set forth in this code. 

   (E)   Any violation notice issued, signed and served in accordance herewith, or a copy of 
the notice, shall be prima facie evidence of the correctness of the facts shown on the notice. 

   (F)   The records department of the Darien police department shall retain the original or a 
facsimile of the violation notice and keep it as a record in the ordinary course of business. 

   (G)   The violation notice or a copy thereof shall be admissible in any subsequent 
administrative or judicial proceeding to the extent permitted by law. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-
2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 
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9-7-6: SERVICE OF NOTICE: 

   (A)   Service of any violation notice shall be made as follows: 

      1.   If present, handing the notice to the subject of the action (e.g. registered vehicle 
owner, operator or lessee of the vehicle, home / business owner). 

      2.   If the subject of the action is not present and the violation is a parking violation, the 
notice maybe left with the vehicle. 

      3.   If the subject of the action is not present and the violation is not a parking violation, 
the notice maybe posted at the front entrance. If posted at the front entrance the person 
issuing the ordinance violation shall take a picture of the posting. 

      4.   Mailing the notice by certified mail to the subject of the action registered owner, 
operator or lessee of the vehicle. 

   (B)   If service of notice is provided by mail for any violation notice or for any hearing 
notice, said service shall be deemed sent and shall be complete on the date the notice is 
deposited, postage prepaid, in the United States mail. The counting of any time period as 
set forth in this code shall begin to run on the date the notice is deposited, postage prepaid, 
in the United States mail. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

 

9-7-7: HEARINGS: 

All hearings conducted under the administrative hearing system shall be conducted by a 
hearing officer and shall be conducted in accordance with the following rules and 
procedures: 

   (A)   A record of the hearing shall be made by tape recording or other appropriate means. 

   (B)   The parties may be represented by counsel, present witnesses, and cross examine 
opposing witnesses. 

   (C)   The hearing officer may grant continuances only upon a finding of good cause. 

   (D)   All testimony shall be given under oath or affirmation. 

   (E)   Parties may request the hearing officer to issue, and the hearing officer shall have the 
authority to issue, subpoenas to direct the attendance and testimony of relevant witnesses 
and produce relevant documents. 

   (F)   The formal and technical rules of evidence shall not apply. Evidence, including 
hearsay, may be admitted only if it is of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably 
prudent persons in the conduct of their affairs. 

   (G)   In a hearing on the propriety of impoundment of a motor vehicle, any sworn or 
affirmed report that: 1) is prepared in the performance of a law enforcement officer's 
duties; and 2) sufficiently describes the circumstances leading to the impoundment, shall 
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be admissible evidence of the motor vehicle owner's liability, unless rebutted by clear and 
convincing evidence. 

   (H)   Each hearing shall culminate in a determination of liability or non-liability by the 
hearing officer or a determination of liability based upon the failure of the defendant to 
appear at the hearing. 

   (I)   The hearing officer shall, upon a determination of liability, assess fines and penalties 
in accordance with this code. In addition, the hearing officer shall have the discretion to 
assess costs upon finding the defendant liable for the charged violation. In no event shall 
the hearing officer have the authority to: 1) impose a penalty of incarceration; or 2) impose 
a fine in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for a violation. 

   (J)   The maximum monetary fine imposed under this code shall be exclusive of costs of 
enforcement or costs incurred by the city to secure compliance with the city code or 
ordinances, and shall not be applicable to cases to enforce the collection of any tax imposed 
and collected by the city. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

9-7-8: JUDICIAL REVIEW: 

   (A)   For violations where a predetermined fine is established by ordinance (e.g. Parking 
Violation), the subject of the action may appeal the violation to the Hearing Officer. 

   (B)   Any final decision by a hearing officer that a violation does or does not exist shall 
constitute a final determination for purposes of judicial review and shall be subject to 
review under the Illinois administrative review law 1 . (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. 
O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 

Notes 

1 1 735 ILCS 5/3-101 et seq. 

9-7-9: DEBT TO THE CITY: 

Any fine, penalty or part of any fine or penalty assessed in accordance with the provisions 
of this code and remaining unpaid after the exhaustion of, or the failure to exhaust, 
administrative procedures under this chapter and the conclusion of any judicial review 
procedures, shall be a debt due and owing the city, and, as such may be collected in 
accordance with applicable law. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 
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9-7-10: ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENTS: 

   (A)   After expiration of the period in which judicial review under the Illinois 
administrative review law may be sought for a final determination of a code violation, 
unless stayed by a court of competent jurisdiction, the findings, decision and order of the 
hearing officer may be enforced in the same manner as a judgment entered by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

   (B)   In any case in which a defendant has failed to comply with a judgment imposing any 
fine or sanction as a result of a code violation, any expenses incurred by the city to enforce 
the judgment, including, but not limited to, attorney fees, and court costs, after they are 
fixed by a court of competent jurisdiction or a hearing officer, shall be a debt due and owing 
the city and may be collected in accordance with applicable law. Prior to any expenses 
being fixed by a hearing officer pursuant to this subsection, the city shall provide notice to 
the defendant that states that the defendant shall appear at a hearing before the 
administrative hearing officer to determine whether the defendant has failed to comply 
with the judgment. The notice shall set the date for such hearing, which shall not be less 
than seven (7) days from the date that notice is served. If notice is served by mail, the seven 
(7) day period shall begin to run on the date that the notice was deposited in the mail. 

   (C)   Upon being recorded in the manner required by the Illinois code of civil procedure, 
735 Illinois Compiled Statutes 5/12-101 et seq., a lien shall be imposed on the real estate or 
personal estate, or both, of the defendant in the amount of any debt due and owing the city 
under this section. The lien may be enforced in the same manner as a judgment lien 
pursuant to a judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

   (D)   A hearing officer may set aside any judgment entered by default and set a new 
hearing date, upon a petition filed within twenty one (21) days after the issuance of the 
order of default, if the hearing officer determines that the petitioner's failure to appear at 
the hearing was for good cause or at any time if the petitioner established that the city did 
not provide proper service of process. If any judgment is set aside pursuant to this 
subsection, the hearing officer shall have the authority to enter an order extinguishing any 
lien which has been recorded for any debt due and owing the city as a result of the vacated 
default judgment. (Ord. 0-11-11, 5-16-2011; amd. Ord. O-09-21, 6-7-2021) 
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IL LEGIS 104-200 (2025), 2025 Ill. Legis. Serv. P.A. 104-200 (H.B. 1842) (WEST) 
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2025 Ill. Legis. Serv. P.A. 104-200 (H.B. 1842) (WEST) 

ILLINOIS 2025 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE 

One-Hundred-and-Fourth General Assembly, 2025 

Additions are indicated by Text; deletions by 
Text. 
Vetoes are indicated by  Text ; 
stricken material by  Text . 

PUBLIC ACT 104–200 
H.B. 1842 

AN ACT concerning local government. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General Assembly: 

Section 5. The Illinois Municipal Code is amended by changing Section 1–2.1–4 as follows: 

<< IL ST CH 65 § 5/1–2.1–4 >> 

[S.H.A. 65 ILCS 5/1–2.1–4] (65 ILCS 5/1–2.1–4) 

§ 1–2.1–4. Code hearing units; powers of hearing officers.

(a) An ordinance establishing a system of administrative adjudication, pursuant to this Division, shall provide for a code 
hearing unit within an existing agency or as a separate agency in the municipal government. The ordinance shall establish the 
jurisdiction of a code hearing unit that is consistent with this Division. The “jurisdiction” of a code hearing unit refers to the 
particular code violations that it may adjudicate. 

(b) Adjudicatory hearings shall be presided over by hearing officers. The powers and duties of a hearing officer shall include: 
(1) hearing testimony and accepting evidence that is relevant to the existence of the code violation; 
(2) issuing subpoenas directing witnesses to appear and give relevant testimony at the hearing, upon the request of the 
parties or their representatives; 
(3) preserving and authenticating the record of the hearing and all exhibits and evidence introduced at the hearing; 
(4) issuing a determination, based on the evidence presented at the hearing, of whether a code violation exists. The 
determination shall be in writing and shall include a written finding of fact, decision, and order including the fine, penalty, 
or action with which the defendant must comply; and 
(5) imposing penalties consistent with applicable code provisions and assessing costs upon finding a party liable for the 
charged violation, except, however, that in no event shall the hearing officer have authority to (i) impose a penalty of 
incarceration, or (ii) impose a fine in excess of $50,000, or at the option of the municipality, such other amount not to 
exceed the maximum amount established by the Mandatory Arbitration System as prescribed by the Rules of the Illinois 
Supreme Court from time to time for the judicial circuit in which the municipality is located. The maximum monetary fine 
under this item (5), shall be exclusive of costs of enforcement or costs imposed to secure compliance with the 
municipality’s ordinances and shall not be applicable to cases to enforce the collection of any tax imposed and collected by 
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the municipality; and 
(6) entering orders prohibiting further code violations or compelling the remediation of existing code violations within a 
specified time and authorizing the municipality to take all necessary steps to remediate code violations. 

  
(c) Prior to conducting administrative adjudication proceedings, administrative hearing officers shall have successfully 
completed a formal training program which includes the following: 

(1) instruction on the rules of procedure of the administrative hearings which they will conduct; 
(2) orientation to each subject area of the code violations that they will adjudicate; 
(3) observation of administrative hearings; and 
(4) participation in hypothetical cases, including ruling on evidence and issuing final orders. 

  
In addition, every administrative hearing officer must be an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois for at least 
3 years. A person who has served as a judge in Illinois is not required to fulfill the requirements of items (1) through (4) of 
this subsection. 
  
(d) A proceeding before a code hearing unit shall be instituted upon the filing of a written pleading by an authorized official 
of the municipality. 
  
(Source: P.A. 102–65, eff. 7–9–21.) 

Approved: August 15, 2025 
Effective: January 1, 2026 

End of Document 
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CITY OF DARIEN 

 
DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
              

 
 
    ORDINANCE NO.     
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 9-7-4(E)  
OF THE DARIEN CITY CODE TO GRANT ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATION 
HEARING OFFICERS THE AUTHORITY TO ENTER ORDERS PROHIBITING 

FURTHER CODE VIOLATION AND ADDITIONAL POWERS 
 
  

 
              
 

 
ADOPTED BY THE 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE 

CITY OF DARIEN 

 
THIS ____ DAY OF _______, 2026 

 
 
              
 
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority 
of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Darien, DuPage County, Illinois, this                     
____ day of _______, 2026. 
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ORDINANCE NO.      
 

 2 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 9-7-4(E)  

OF THE DARIEN CITY CODE TO GRANT ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATION 
HEARING OFFICERS THE AUTHORITY TO ENTER ORDERS PROHIBITING 

FURTHER CODE VIOLATION AND ADDITIONAL POWERS 
 
 
 

  WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly has recently amended the Illinois Municipal 

Code to grant hearing officers presiding over Administrative Adjudication matters the authority to 

enter orders prohibiting further Code violations and compelling remediation of existing Code 

violations; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Darien have determined that 

granting this additional authority to the City’s Administrative Adjudication hearing officer will 

assist the City’s enforcement efforts, particularly in cases of chronic, continuing c violations which 

continue even after violations have been determined and fines have been issued;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN THE EXERCISE OF ITS HOME RULE 

POWERS, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

 SECTION 1: Amendment.  Section 9-7-4 of the Darien City Code, “Hearing Officer,” is 

hereby amended, amending Subsection E to provide as follows [new language underscored]: 

9-7-4: HEARING OFFICER: 

   (A)   Appointment: The city administrator shall appoint one or more qualified hearing officers 
to perform the functions set forth in this section. 

   (B)   Independent Contractor: A hearing officer shall be employed as an independent contractor 
of the city and shall not be considered an employee of the city. A hearing officer may be 
removed, with or without cause, by the city administrator. 

   (C)   Qualifications: To qualify as a hearing officer, an individual must: 

      1.   Be an attorney licensed to practice law in the state of Illinois for at least three (3) years; 
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ORDINANCE NO.      
 

 3 

      2.   Be in good standing with the Illinois Supreme Court attorney registration and disciplinary 
commission; 

      3.   Complete a formal training program approved by the city administrator and the city 
attorney consisting of: 

         (a)   Instruction on the rules of procedure of the administrative hearings which he/she will 
conduct; 

         (b)   Orientation to each subject area of this code that will be adjudicated; 

         (c)   Observation of administrative hearings; and 

         (d)   Participation in hypothetical cases, including ruling on evidence and issuing final 
orders. 

   (D)   Compensation: Authorization for compensation for a hearing officer shall be made by the 
mayor and city council through the city's annual budget process. Compensation shall be 
determined by the city administrator within approved budget limitations. 

   (E)   Authority and Powers: Hearing officers shall have all powers necessary to conduct fair and 
impartial hearings including, but limited to, the power to: 

      1.   Hold conferences for the settlement or simplification of the issues; 

      2.   Administer oaths and affirmations; 

      3.   Hear testimony and accept evidence that is relevant to the allegation of the violation; 

      4.   Issue subpoenas directing witnesses to appear and give relevant testimony at the hearing, 
upon the request of the parties or their representatives; 

      5.   Preserve and authenticate the record of the hearing and all exhibits and evidence 
introduced at the hearing; 

      6.   Issue a determination, based on the evidence presented at the hearing, of whether the 
violation occurred or exists. The determination shall be in writing and shall include a written 
finding of fact, decision, and order including the fine, penalty, or action with which the defendant 
must comply; and 

      7.   Impose penalties consistent with the applicable code provisions and assess costs upon 
finding a party liable for the charged violation as set forth in this chapter; and  

     8. Enter orders prohibiting further Code violations or compelling the remediation of existing 
Code violations within a specified time and authorizing the City to take all necessary steps to 
remediate Code violations. 

SECTION 2: Home Rule.  This ordinance and each of its terms shall be the effective 

legislative act of a home rule municipality without regard to whether such ordinance should (a) 

contain terms contrary to the provisions of current or subsequent non-preemptive state law, or (b) 

legislate in a manner or regarding a matter not delegated to municipalities by state law. It is the 
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 4 

intent of the corporate authorities of the City of Darien that to the extent the terms of this ordinance 

should be inconsistent with any non-preemptive state law, this ordinance shall supersede state law 

in that regard within its jurisdiction.  

 SECTION 3:  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon 

passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.  

 PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this ____ day of _______, 2026. 

AYES:    

NAYS:    

ABSTAIN:     

ABSENT:    

 APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this ____ day of _______, 2026. 

 
  

  JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
  
 JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
 CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 

17



MOTION NO. ______________

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2026 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
A motion to accept a proposal for a Maintenance Agreement, for the Vactor 2100i, serial number 23-04V-
21705, sewer cleaner from Standard Equipment in an amount not to exceed $8,500. See Exhibit A. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
Standard Equipment is the certified service agreement vendor for the City’s Vactor sewer cleaner and serves 
as the authorized manufacturer’s representative for the equipment. 
The three-year service agreement includes inspections and reviews of the equipment to identify potential 
deficiencies and warranty-related issues involving the truck chassis, hydraulic systems, and electronic 
components. Any items identified as requiring replacement or repair are subject to review and approval by the 
City’s mechanic prior to authorization. 

Standard Equipment is the sole authorized agent for the manufacturer within the applicable geographic region. 
The proposed agreement is for a three-year term and will be invoiced annually as the attached schedule labeled 
as Attachment A. 
The proposed expenditure is for a three-year maintenance agreement in the total amount of $25,500, 
billed annually at $8,500 per year. Funding for the proposed expenditure would be provided through the 
following budget line accounts: 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION 

FY 26-27 
BUDGET 

PROPOSED 
EXPENDITURE 

CONTINGENCY 
REPAIRS 

PROPOSED 
BALANCE 

01-30-4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $ 7,500 $ 4,250 $ 3,250 $ 3,250 

02-50-4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $ 7,500 $ 4,250 $ 3250 $ 3,250 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of a motion to accept a proposal for a Maintenance Agreement, for the Vactor 
2100i, sewer cleaner from Standard Equipment in an amount not to exceed $8,500. 

ALTERNATE DECISION 
As recommended by the City Council. 

DECISION MODE 
This item will be on the October 5, 2026 City Council agenda for formal consideration. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this 5th day of October 2026. 

AYES: __________________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Item b
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ATTACHMENT A

THREE YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT TOTAL COST $25,500 ANNUAL BILLING $8,500

FY 26-27

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION FY 26-27 BUDGET PROPOSED EXPENDITURE CONTINGENCY REPAIRS PROPOSED BALANCE

1/30/4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

02-50-4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

FY 27-28 $0 

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION FY 26-27 BUDGET PROPOSED EXPENDITURE CONTINGENCY REPAIRS PROPOSED BALANCE

1/30/4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

02-50-4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

FY 28-29 $0 

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION FY 26-27 BUDGET PROPOSED EXPENDITURE CONTINGENCY REPAIRS PROPOSED BALANCE

1/30/4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

02-50-4229
Maintenance Vehicles Vactor 

Service Agreement $7,500 $4,250 $3,250 $3,250

THREE YEAR TOTAL COST $45,000 $25,500 $19,500 $19,500

CITY OF DARIEN VACTOR MAINTENACE AGREEMENT 2026-2029
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Maintenance Agreement 

The intent of this Maintenance Agreement is to describe special terms and conditions for the 
City of Darien with manufacturer-certified technicians, for the Vactor 2100i, Serial Number: 
23-04V-21705. The proposal has been written to ensure that equipment operated by you will
provide the lowest total cost during its useful life.

Prepared January 20, 2026 

Definitions:  
 The term "you" shall mean Village of City of Darien.
 The term "SECO" shall mean Joe Johnson Equipment LLC dba Standard Equipment, the OEM dealer

who represents the manufacturer of the equipment being proposed, Federal Signal (the “Manufacturer”).
 The term "Fleet Management" shall mean the City of Darien or his/her designated representative, wherein

the equipment will be operated and maintained.
 The term "SECO Principal" shall mean the principal person or his/her designated representative of

SECO, whom this contract shall apply.
 The term "equipment" shall mean the Vactor 2100i unit being purchased by you.
 The term "normal workday" shall mean a day which falls on or between Monday and Friday of the

calendar week, 52 weeks a year, excluding city holidays. A list of all city holidays shall be supplied to SECO
from you upon award of this contract.

 The term "normal working hours" shall mean the time period of a normal workday when City of Darien’s
main equipment shop and/or maintenance facility is normally open for operation. You shall supply SECO
with this information upon award of this contract.

 The term "in-service date" shall mean the date that you place the unit in operation.

General: 
1. The maintenance period shall be for a one, two, or three year term beginning at the Purchase Order date.
2. This proposal is based on maximum average annual usage of the Vactor Sewer Cleaner of up to 500 PTO

hours per year.
3. You are responsible for providing fuel, tires, towing of unit, insurance, sewer nozzles, and supplying a

trained operator for the Sewer Cleaner.
4. SECO has the right to review the requested repair or inspect the Vactor 2100i, PD prior to authorizing any

repair or service.

Body (Sewer Cleaner and Equipment) 
5. The equipment must be clean and empty (waste and water) prior to the arrival of SECO personnel. SECO

will schedule the visit with Fleet Management to provide sufficient time to prepare the equipment. The
annual inspection will require that water tanks will be filled at least ¼ capacity for testing.

6. You will be responsible for the daily (8-hour interval) and weekly (25-hour interval) inspection and
maintenance of the Sewer Cleaner.

a. Daily Checks can be found on page 153 of the Vactor 2100i Operation’s Manual.
b. Service Checklist can be found on page 174 - 176 of the Vactor 2100i Operation’s Manual.
c. Pre-Job/Daily Checklist can be found on page 177, PD unit, and 178, Fan unit, of the Vactor

2100i Operation’s Manual.
7. You will be responsible for normal wear items as defined by the Manufacturer. This includes nozzles, high

pressure hoses, vacuum hoses, and extension tubes.
8. You will be responsible for any repairs or adjustments due to abuse and misuse, neglect, intentional

and/or accidental damage, unauthorized repairs, third-party acts, failure to perform preventive
maintenance, and any cause other than normal use or operation of the equipment. SECO will perform
those repairs at our standard rates.

       Exhibit A
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9. SECO is responsible for the cost and labor of the following:  
a.  Semi-annual (500 hour) and annual (1,000 hour) maintenance requirements.  

10. SECO is not responsible for any costs incurred by you when the equipment is being serviced or repaired.  
11. This agreement does not cover: CONSEQUENTIAL AND INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, INCLUDING 

LOSS OF USE OF THE EQUIPMENT, LOSS OF BUSINESS OR DOWN-TIME, PROPERTY 
DAMAGE, OR LOST DATA RESULTING FROM THE FAILURE OF ANY EQUIPMENT OR 
FROM DELAYS IN SERVICE OR THE INABILITY TO RENDER SERVICE. 

12. If SECO fails to comply with this agreement, SECO shall only be liable to you for the amount you paid 
for this agreement. 

13. All repairs, whether performed by you or SECO, must use parts, fluids, filters, and equipment supplied by 
the Manufacturer or replacement parts that have been authorized by the Manufacturer as an acceptable 
substitute.  

14. You will be responsible for any repairs or adjustments due to abuse and misuse, neglect and/or accidental 
damage. SECO will perform those repairs at our standard rates. 

15. Normal wear and tear of chassis items will be your responsibility. This includes tires, brakes, windshield 
wipers, seats, and paint. 

16. This Agreement does not cover parts or equipment not manufactured by the Manufacturer.   
17. Windshield, windows, and doors that have been cracked or shattered will be your responsibility. 
18. All maintenance and repairs must use parts, fluids, filters, and equipment supplied by the Manufacturer or 

replacement parts that have been authorized by the Manufacturer as an acceptable substitute.  
 
 
Chassis 
19. You will be responsible for the daily (8-hour interval) and weekly (25-hour interval) inspection and 

maintenance of the Chassis (“Chassis”).  
20. SECO is responsible for the cost and labor of the following:  

a. Semi-annual (500 hour) and annual (1,000 hour) maintenance requirements.  
21. Normal wear and tear of chassis items will be your responsibility. This includes tires, brakes, windshield 

wipers, seats, lights, and paint. 
22. All maintenance and repairs must use parts, fluids, filters, and equipment supplied by the Chassis 

manufacturer or replacement parts that have been authorized by the Chassis manufacturer as an acceptable 
substitute.  
 

Miscellaneous 
23. You may not transfer, assign, charge or otherwise dispose of this contract, or any of your rights or 

obligations arising under it, without SECO prior written consent. 
24. This agreement is not renewable.   
25. This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding between the parties with respect to the subject matter 

of this agreement and supersedes all prior agreements or statements regarding the subject matter.  There 
are no representations, warranties, covenants, agreements or collateral understandings, oral or otherwise, 
express or implied, affecting this instrument not expressly set forth or provided herein.   

26. No delay on the part of any party in exercising any of their respective rights hereunder or the failure to 
exercise the same, nor the acquiescence in or waiver of a breach of any term, covenant or condition of this 
agreement, shall be deemed or construed to operate as a waiver of such rights or acquiescence thereto 
except in the specific instance for which given. 

27. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of this agreement pursuant to any applicable statutes, 
laws, regulations or otherwise shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions 
hereof, but this agreement shall be construed as if not containing the provision(s) held invalid or 
unenforceable in the jurisdiction in which so held, and the remaining provisions of this agreement shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

28. The terms of this Agreement and the performance hereunder shall be governed, construed and interpreted 
by and under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

29. Variation to the agreement: SECO may vary the terms and conditions of this agreement from time to time 
provided that such changes do not materially affect the nature and quality of the services provided 
hereunder. Any such changes will be notified to you as soon as is reasonably practicable. 

30. This agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of 
which together shall be deemed to be one and the same agreement. 
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 1 Year Maintenance Agreement – $8,500.00 
 2 Year Maintenance Agreement –$17,000.00 
 3 Year Maintenance Agreement –$25,500.00 

 
 

Payment option and method due at time of signing 
 

 
 
 

City of Darien    Joe Johnson Equipment LLC 

     
Name: _______________________ Name: ______________________ 
Date: ___________    Date: _________ 
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MOTION NO. ____________ 

Item c,d 

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2026 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
A motion accepting a proposal from Spring Grove Nursery for the purchase of parkway trees in an 
amount not to exceed $20,267 as per Exhibit A 

AND 

A motion accepting a proposal from Apex for the delivery, planting and mulching of the parkway 
trees in an amount not to exceed for $15,881.50 as per Exhibit A. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
The 2026 Tree Planting Program includes the following components: 

City and Resident 50/50 Parkway Tree Planting Program 

Staff has included $6,000 in funding for the City and Resident 50/50 Parkway Tree Planting Program. 
Under the program, the City would provide $3,000 in funding, with participating residents providing 
the remaining $3,000, for a total program allocation of $6,000. 

Storm, Perished, General Replacement and Additions 

The program would also provide for the planting of 2 to 3-inch caliper trees to replace trees removed 
due to storm damage, trees that have perished, utility work, vehicular accidents, or other additional 
plantings. 

The program includes various selections of 2 to 3-inch caliper trees, as well as delivery, planting, 
mulching, and a one-year guarantee. The program’s intent is to provide replacement trees at 
appropriate locations throughout the City while maintaining a variety of species. 

Exhibit A is the Cost Summary for the 2026 Tree Planting Program. Attachment A provides the unit 
costs for the available trees and Attachment B specifies the unit costs for delivery, planting, and 
mulching. 

Subject to final coordination with the contractor and availability of planting stock, tree planting begins 
October 2026. Please note pending stock availability there may be alternative selections. 

Reorganizing the Tree Planting program allowed the City to join a purchasing cooperative to provide 
cost savings and operational efficiencies. The City has been a member of the Suburban Tree 
Consortium since 2026. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of a motion accepting a proposal from Spring Grove Nursery for the 
purchase of parkway trees in an amount not to exceed $20,267 as per Exhibit A 

AND 
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2026 Tree Planting Program 
September 28, 2026 
Page 2 
 
Approval of a motion accepting a proposal from Apex for the delivery, planting and mulching of the 
parkway trees in an amount not to exceed for $15,881.50 as per Exhibit A. 
 
ALTERNATE DECISION 
As recommended by the Committee. 
 
DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the October 5, 2026 City Council agenda for formal consideration.  
 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this 5th day of October 2026. 

AYES:   

NAYS:                 

ABSENT:             
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Exhibit A

 50/50 
PARTICIPATION 

TO BE 
CONFIRMED DIAMETER SPECIES

  SPRING GROVE TREE 
COST 

 SPRING GROVE 
EXTENDED TREE COST 

DELIVERY/PLANTING AND 
MULCHING APEX 

APEX EXTENEDED 
PLANTING COST

  SUBTOTAL TREE 
COST AND 
PLANTING  CITY COSTS 

 RESIDENT 
COST 

TOTAL TREE 
COST

1 2.00 Heartland Northern Catalpa 235.00$                               235.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         425.75$                    212.88$                                  212.88$               425.75$                

1 2.00 Purple Catalpa 235.00$                               235.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         425.75$                    212.88$                                  212.88$               425.75$                

0 2.00 Hacky Berry 251.00$                               -$                                    $190.75 -$                               441.75$                    -$                                       -$                    -$                     

1 2.00 Skyline Honey Locust 251.00$                               251.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         441.75$                    220.88$                                  220.88$               441.75$                

1 2.00 Golden Raindrops Crabapple 235.00$                               235.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         425.75$                    212.88$                                  212.88$               425.75$                

1 2.00 Exclamation London Plant tree 238.00$                               238.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         428.75$                    214.38$                                  214.38$               428.75$                

0 2.00 Beacon Oak 287.00$                               -$                                    $190.75 -$                               477.75$                    -$                                       -$                    -$                     

1 2.00 Dream Oak 275.00$                               275.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         465.75$                    232.88$                                  232.88$               465.75$                

1 2.00 Swamp White Oak 275.00$                               275.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         465.75$                    232.88$                                  232.88$               465.75$                

1 3.5" Burr Oak 287.00$                               287.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         584.25$                    292.13$                                  292.13$               584.25$                

1 2.00 Regal Prince Oak 275.00$                               275.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         465.75$                    232.88$                                  232.88$               465.75$                

1 2.00 Ivory Silk Lilac 263.00$                               263.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         453.75$                    226.88$                                  226.88$               453.75$                

1 2.00 Green Spire Linden 252.00$                               252.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         442.75$                    221.38$                                  221.38$               442.75$                

1 2.00 Jefferson Elm 252.00$                               252.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         442.75$                    221.38$                                  221.38$               442.75$                

1 2.00 Triumph Elm 252.00$                               252.00$                               $190.75 190.75$                         442.75$                    221.38$                                  221.38$               442.75$                

13 2.5" 3,325.00$                            2,586.25$                      2,955.63$                               2,955.63$            5,911.25$             

QUANTITY DIAMETER SPECIES
 SPRING GROVE TREE 

COST
SPRING GROVE 

EXTENDED TREE COST
DELIVERY/PLANTING AND 

MULCHING APEX 
APEX EXTENEDED 
PLANTING COST

TREE AND 
PALNTING CITY COSTS

3 2.00 Heartland Northern Catalpa 235.00$                               705.00$                               190.75$                                              572.25$                         1,277.25$                 1,277.25$                               

3 2.00 Northern Catalpa 235.00$                               705.00$                               190.75$                                              572.25$                         1,277.25$                 1,277.25$                               

4 2.00 Hacky Berry 251.00$                               1,004.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,767.00$                 1,767.00$                               

3 2.00 Skyline Honey Locust 251.00$                               753.00$                               190.75$                                              572.25$                         1,325.25$                 1,325.25$                               

4 2.00 Golden Raindrops Crabapple 235.00$                               940.00$                               190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,703.00$                 1,703.00$                               

4 2.00 Exclamation London Plant tree 238.00$                               952.00$                               190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,715.00$                 1,715.00$                               

4 2.00 Beacon Oak 287.00$                               1,148.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,911.00$                 1,911.00$                               

3 2.00 Dream Oak 275.00$                               825.00$                               190.75$                                              572.25$                         1,397.25$                 1,397.25$                               

4 2.00 Swamp White Oak 275.00$                               1,100.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,863.00$                 1,863.00$                               

4 3.50 Burr Oak 287.00$                               1,148.00$                            297.25$                                              1,189.00$                      2,337.00$                 2,337.00$                               

3 2.00 Regal Prince Oak 275.00$                               825.00$                               190.75$                                              572.25$                         1,397.25$                 1,397.25$                               

4 2.00 Ivory Silk Lilac 263.00$                               1,052.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,815.00$                 1,815.00$                               

4 2.00 Green Spire Linden 252.00$                               1,008.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,771.00$                 1,771.00$                               

4 2.00 Jefferson Elm 252.00$                               1,008.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,771.00$                 1,771.00$                               

4 2.00 Triumph Elm 252.00$                               1,008.00$                            190.75$                                              763.00$                         1,771.00$                 1,771.00$                               

55 14,181.00$                          10,917.25$                     25,098.25$               25,098.25$                             

QUANTITY DIAMETER SPECIES
  SPRING GROVE TREE 

COST 
 SPRING GROVE 

EXTENDED TREE COST 
DELIVERY/PLANTING AND 

MULCHING APEX 
APEX EXTENEDED 
PLANTING COST

 SUB TOTAL 
PLANTING COSTS  CITY COSTS 

0 3 European Pyramidal Hornbeam 357.00$                               -$                                    $297.25 -$                               -$                         $0.00

1 3 Northern Catalpa 311.00$                               311.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         608.25$                    $608.25

1 3 Common Hackberry 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

1 3 Skyline Honeylocust 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

1 3 Swamp White Oak 380.00$                               380.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         677.25$                    $677.25

0 3 American Sentry Linden 345.00$                               -$                                    $297.25 -$                               -$                         $0.00

0 3 Redmond Linden 345.00$                               -$                                    $297.25 -$                               -$                         $0.00

1 3 Greenspire Littleleaf Linden 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

1 3 Triumph Elm 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

1 3 Accolade Elm 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

1 3 Princeton Elm 345.00$                               345.00$                               $297.25 297.25$                         642.25$                    $642.25

8 2,761.00$                            $2,378.00 5,139.00$                 5,139.00$                               

20,267.00$                          15,881.50$                     

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER

ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION FY 26/27 BUDGET

PROPOSED 
EXPENDITURE

RESIDENT 
REIMBURSEMENT PROPOSED BALANCE

01-30-4350

Forestry-Residential 50/50 
Program - Parkway 
Replacement City Expense  $                                    3,000.00  $                           2,955.63  N/A 44.38$                                                

01-30-4350

Forestry-Residential 50/50 
Program - Resident 
Reimbursement Expense  $                                    3,000.00  $                           2,955.63  $                           2,955.63 44.38$                                                

01-30-4350

Forestry–Parkway 
Replacement Trees-City 
Removals  $                                  25,000.00  $                         25,098.25  N/A (98.25)$                                               

01-30-4350
Forestry–Replacement                 
Trees - 75th Street  $                                    5,000.00  $                           5,139.00  N/A (139.00)$                                             

TOTALS 36,000.00$                                  36,148.50$                          2,955.63$                            (148.50)$                                             

Apex-Labor 2" 2026 Cost Apex-Labor 3" 2026 Cost
2-inch tree 
planting/installation  $                                       132.00 

3-inch tree 
planting/installation  $                                              220.00 

 CITY TREE REPLACEMENTS-50/50 TREE PROGRAM 
CITY OF DARIEN TREE PLANTING PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2026

TREE PROGRAM COST SCHEDULE

 PARKWAY TREE REPLACEMENTS 75th STREET - 3 INCH

 PARKWAY  TREE REPLACEMENTS - 2 INCH

SPRING GROVE NURSERY & APEX

TOTAL COST BREAKDOWN PER VENDOR

 50/50 TREE PROGRAM 2 INCH
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MOTION NO. ______________ 

 Item e,f

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2026 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
A motion to extend a contract to Yellowstone Landscape in an amount not to exceed $190,520.00 
for the City's 2026/27 Tree Trimming and Removal Program. See Exhibit A. 

AND 

A motion for landscape restoration in the amount of $2,480. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
The proposed Tree Trimming Program consists of trimming approximately 1,750 parkway trees, 
along with approximately 45 tree removals and stump grinding. The following subdivisions are 
scheduled to be trimmed: 

• Farmingdale Ridge ● Norman Court
• Farmingdale South ● Brookhaven Manor
• Carriage Greens ● Pine Parkway
• Brookridge Creek ● Knottingham Circle Condos
• Rosewood ● Regency Grove South
• Sawmill Creek ● Pinehurst
• Bailey Park ● Smart Oaks Glen
• Marco Court ● Westminster Circle
• Villas of Carriage Greens ● Carriage Way West

This year’s program also includes contract pricing for a Private Property Tree Trimming Program, 
which will be available to all City residents. The program would allow residents to have trees 
located on their private property trimmed or removed, including stump grinding, at the resident’s 
expense. 

Tree trimming includes the removal of perished, diseased, interfering, and weak branches, as well 
as the removal of lower branches as requested by the property owner. 

The contract provides the following unit pricing for private-property tree services: 

Private Property Tree Trimming 
Tree Trimming – Front Yard Each $368.00 
Tree Trimming - Back Yard Each $735.00 
Tree Removal per BH (Front) Per Inch $153.00 
Tree Removal per DBH (Back) Per Inch $204.00 
Stump Grinding – Front Each $306.00 
Stump Grinding - Back Each $459.00 

The contract also calls for unit pricing for emergency tree services through November 30, 2027. 
Please find the bid results, labeled Attachment A, which were opened on November 12, 2025. The 
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Tree Trimming Program 
September 28, 2026 
Page 2 
 
City received two (2) responsive bids. This contract represents optional contract extensions 
available to the City for the 2026/27 and 2027/28 contract periods. The vendor has acknowledged 
and agreed to the 2026/27 contract extension. See Attachment B. The final contract extension will 
be formally considered by the City at a future date as part of the 2027/28 Tree Trimming Program. 
 

DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE COST 
Tree Trimming Each 1,750 $       72.00 $ 126,000.00 
Tree Removal per DBH & Ash Borer Removals Per Inch 375 $        82.00 $   30,750.00 
Stump Removal - (restoration $5,000 not included) Each 45 $      306.00 $   13,770.00 
Emergency Storm and Hazards Lump Sum 1 $ 15,000.00 $   15,000.00 
Contingency Lump Sum 1 $   5,000.00 $      5,000.00 
Total Cost    $  190,520.00 

 
The proposed expenditure would be expended from the following accounts: 
 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION 

FY 26/27 
BUDGET 

PROPOSED 
EXPENDITURE 

LANDSCAPE 
RESTORATION 

PROPOSED 
BALANCE 

 
01-30-4375 

Tree Trimming & 
Removal 

 
$193,000.00 

 
$190.520.00 

 
$2,480 $0.00 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends a motion to extend a contract to Yellowstone Landscape in an amount not to 
exceed $190,520.00 for the City's 2026/27 Tree Trimming and Removal Program as per the unit 
prices. 
 
AND 
 
A motion for landscape restoration in the amount of $2,480. 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
As directed by the Committee. 
 
ALTERNATE DECISION 
As directed by the City Council. 
 
DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the October 5, 2026 City Council agenda for formal consideration. 
 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this 5th day of October, 2026. 

AYES:   

NAYS:                 

ABSENT:             
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Attachment A

City of Darien Parkway
Fiscal Year

DESCRIPTION UNIT

PROPOSED 

UNITS UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

Tree Trimming Each 1,750 115.00$          201,250.00$               115.00$          201,250.00$               115.00$          201,250.00$               70.00$            122,500.00$               72.00$            126,000.00$               74.00$            129,500.00$               

Tree Removal per DBH Per Inch 100 35.00$            3,500.00$                  35.00$            3,500.00$                  35.00$            3,500.00$                  80.00$            8,000.00$                  82.00$            8,200.00$                  84.00$            8,400.00$                  

Misc Stump Removal Each 20 200.00$          4,000.00$                  200.00$          4,000.00$                  200.00$          4,000.00$                  300.00$          6,000.00$                  306.00$          6,120.00$                  313.00$          6,260.00$                  

   Subtotal - Section A  208,750.00$               208,750.00$               208,750.00$               136,500.00$               140,320.00$               144,160.00$               

DESCRIPTION UNIT

PROPOSED 

UNITS UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

Tree Trimming-Front Yard Each 1 400.00$          400.00$                     400.00$          400.00$                     400.00$          400.00$                     360.00$          360.00$                     368.00$          368.00$                     376.00$          376.00$                     

Tree Trimming-Back Yard Each 1 700.00$          700.00$                     700.00$          700.00$                     700.00$          700.00$                     720.00$          720.00$                     735.00$          735.00$                     750.00$          750.00$                     

Tree Removal per DBH (Front) Per Inch 1 36.00$            36.00$                       36.00$            36.00$                       36.00$            36.00$                       150.00$          150.00$                     153.00$          153.00$                     157.00$          157.00$                     

Tree Removal per DBH (Back) Per Inch 1 65.00$            65.00$                       65.00$            65.00$                       65.00$            65.00$                       200.00$          200.00$                     204.00$          204.00$                     209.00$          209.00$                     

Stump Grinding-Front Each 1 300.00$          300.00$                     300.00$          300.00$                     300.00$          300.00$                     300.00$          300.00$                     306.00$          306.00$                     313.00$          313.00$                     

Stump Grinding-Back Each 1 300.00$          300.00$                     300.00$          300.00$                     300.00$          300.00$                     450.00$          450.00$                     459.00$          459.00$                     469.00$          469.00$                     

   Subtotal - Section B 1,801.00$                  1,801.00$                  1,801.00$                  2,180.00$                  2,225.00$                  2,274.00$                  

Emergency Services Hourly 40 800.00$          32,000.00$                 800.00$          32,000.00$                 800.00$          32,000.00$                 450.00$          18,000.00$                 450.00$          18,000.00$                 450.00$          18,000.00$                 

TOTAL - SECTIONS A, B & C 242,551.00$               242,551.00$               242,551.00$               156,680.00$               160,545.00$               164,434.00$               

SEALED BID: 2025 Tree Trimming Program

OPENING DATE/TIME: November 12, 2025 11:30 a.m.

bid bond bid bond

2027/2028

Homer Tree Care, Inc. Yellowstone Landscape

2025/2026 2026/2027 2027/2028 2025/2026 2026/2027
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Regina Kokkinis
From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2026 1:09 PM
To: Dan Gombac
Cc: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Re: 2026-27 Darien tree trimming

Yellowstone Landscape is confirming that we are accepting the contract extension for 2026-2027. 

Jeff Marrs  

Tree - Business Development Manager
Certified Arborist IL0948A / CTSP Certified / 

OSHA 30 Certified  

23490 W Andrew Road, Plainfield, IL 60585 

jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com

From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2026 1:00 PM 
To: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 

Cc: Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov> 
Subject: Re: 2026-27 Darien tree trimming  

Correct 

________________________________ 
From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, 23 September 2026 12:18:13 
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov> 
Subject: Re: 2026-27 Darien tree trimming 

Am I correct to assume that everything in the contract is the same as the existing contract that we are currently working under with 
the exception of the pricing that is listed. 

Jeff Marrs 
Tree - Business Development Manager 
Certified Arborist IL0948A / CTSP Certified / OSHA 30 Certified 
[cid:b4f0e3c4bf67b97373c0edb117f416bce9eac365] 
<https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fyellowstone-
landscape%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjmarrs%40yellowstonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392
bc30794f51a49daacb45871247%7C0%7C0%7C639257832437182489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGki
OnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata
=GSCf9W2XqyEiQ4Trhagq6gKWPzNBDhD43PmLExTJVcY%3D&reserved=0>        [cid:c0c72d3b6d0e65b250aa2a08a59bfce
33fa04cf5]  <https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fyellowstonelc%2F
&data=05%7C02%7Cjmarrs%40yellowstonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392bc30794f51a4
9daacb45871247%7C0%7C0%7C639257832437198383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlY
iOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RBbyb5jYyNy
dlCNcwhJfBgPVi9dDoCc%2BwR8D%2FzPcmUE%3D&reserved=0>       [cid:07e95226b079bd24a20005b373c7f3206659c5ff]  
<https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40YellowstoneLandscapeusa
&data=05%7C02%7Cjmarrs%40yellowstonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392bc30794f51a4
9daacb45871247%7C0%7C0%7C639257832437208495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlY

Attachment B
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iOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2dUS2P%2BT
g7kJrtUcmQIVPBhjvJPq5Ey78aQmrJZ6XN8%3D&reserved=0>      [cid:45884edfb492fdef2f0ed02549ab48d695e1cc4a]  <https:
//nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fyellowstonelandscape%2F&data=05
%7C02%7Cjmarrs%40yellowstonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392bc30794f51a49daacb45
871247%7C0%7C0%7C639257832437218010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLj
AuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zDeP3MmlEkZUsm0i
ATYF%2FJPV6uVrYbPe8dOqpZ7FB%2F8%3D&reserved=0> 
 
 
 
[cid:f6ebf7b73d46112320286ba5c1a5029948f8ab13]  23490 W Andrew Road, Plainfield, IL 60585 
 
[cid:9293c4574c2dce9607453fad6d30f49974429ea5]  jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com<mailto:jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.
com> 
 
 
 
[cid:20ebb54889964b0d408d327fcb338163abc0007f] 
<https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yellowstonelandscape.com%2F&data=05%7C02
%7Cjmarrs%40yellowstonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392bc30794f51a49daacb45871247
%7C0%7C0%7C639257832437227902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDA
wMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cwz4qex214cQ3sFB5B1e%2B
AAfGalgtJjuKbqyqEwh%2FNA%3D&reserved=0>  [cid:b3b4403dc1a7cbe9b0cea36a92889a3928a2d180]  <https://nam11.safeli
nks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yellowstonelandscape.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjmarrs%40yellow
stonelandscape.com%7C9f85260b980243cf858808df199c893c%7Ca35392bc30794f51a49daacb45871247%7C0%7C0%7C63925
7832437237344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4z
MiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Csg%2Fq1CeVoE9GlBrkdsZhGU5Kn5rGF%2FVr8jp
zhrZhXo%3D&reserved=0> 
 
 
________________________________ 
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2026 11:58 AM 
To: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Cc: Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2026-27 Darien tree trimming 
 
 
Good morning Jeff, 
 
 
 
Thank you for your telephone conversation yesterday regarding the extension of the Tree Trimming Program for the 26/27 season. 
Through this email, we are confirming yellowstone’s acceptance of the contract extension as per the att contract pricing. Again, 
we look forward to working with Yellowstone. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Gombac 
 
Director of Municipal Services 
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MINUTES  

CITY OF DARIEN 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Monday, August 24, 2026 

PRESENT: Alderman Thomas Belczak – Chairman, Alderman Ted Schauer, Alderman Ralph 
Stompanato 

ABSENT: None 

OTHERS: Mr. Dan Gombac – Director, Mr. Ryan Murphy – City Planner 

Establish Quorum 

Chairperson Thomas Belczak called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the City of Darien City 
Hall, 1702 Plainfield Road, Darien, Illinois. Chairperson Belczak declared a quorum present. 

Old Business 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business 

b. Ordinance - Amending Title 4 (Building Regulations), Chapter 3 (Sign Code) to allow
electronic message centers by-right, subject to certain development standards.

Mr. Ryan Murphy, City Planner, reported that the Planning, Zoning, and Economic Development 
Commission had recommended the ordinance update to match current standards and give 
electronic signs the same allowances as manual signs currently have in the code. He reported 
that there would be some limitations, including static messages, a 30-second minimum, and 
lighting standards.  

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director, stated that the timing of the messages could be up to the 
Committee, and that industry standards have a seven-second minimum, while the marquee 
sign is currently on an eight-second rotation.  

Chairperson Belczak questioned if there are other places that haven’t brought their message 
timing under ten seconds.  

Mr. Gombac clarified that there were none he knew of.  

The Committee confirmed that they would find eight seconds sufficient for message timing. 

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public testimony.  
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Alderman Stompanato made a motion, seconded by Alderman Schauer to approve an 
Ordinance amending Title 4 (Building Regulations), Chapter 3 (Sign Code) to allow electronic 
message centers by-right, subject to certain development standards, with the amendment 
that minimum timing be changed from 30 seconds to eight seconds.  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

c. Discussion – Amendments to Title 7, Health and Sanitation, of the City Code (RE: 
Storage of LRS Bins). 

Mr. Murphy reported that staff had brought this discussion to the council in March based on 
complaints and confusion caused by LRS bins. He reported that they were looking at a few 
options, the first being to establish performance standards, the second being to carve out 
exceptions with existing rules, and the third being to consider front yard allowances.  

Mr. Gombac reported that the original ordinance would cause an inconvenience or hazard in 
winter. He stated that the remedy from staff would be the third option, and they would still 
field calls.  

Mr. Murphy stated that they would create an enforceable ordinance if that option was chosen.  

Alderman Ted Schauer suggested that they may allow front yard usage from December 15 
through March 15 with the third option.  

Alderman Ralph Stompanato suggested that bushes may be used as screening depending on 
the grading of the home.  

Mr. Gombac suggested timing the seasonal allowance with LRS and yard waste.  

There was some discussion regarding HOA regulations for garbage.  

Mr. Murphy stated they would bring the discussion back with some modifications.  

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment.  

a. PZC-26-14 – Variation (402 Plainfield Road – Pramveer Singh) – A petition from 
Pramveer Singh for variations from Darien Zoning Ordinance to permit the 
construction of a walk-in cooler with a zero side yard setback on the west side of the 
convenience store located at 402 Plainfield Road, Darien IL 60561 (PIN 09-27-206-009).  

Mr. Murphy reported that the City Council had previously approved a beer and wine license for 
the petitioner, and to support retail operations they would like to add on a beer cave/walk-in 
cooler. He reported that the building currently did not comply with the building ordinance, that 
the existing property predates the ordinance. He stated that there had been one public 
comment against alcohol sales, and the PZEDC built in the recommendations from the neighbor 
veterinarian as conditions with a 4-1 approval. He further reported that the petitioner revised 
the request to include landscaping on the other area of the property.  
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Alderman Schauer clarified that the vet would be in support as long as the conditions were met.  

There was some discussion regarding other establishments with walk-in coolers.  

Mr. Murphy clarified that there would be a gate flush with the building. He further clarified that 
approval would be required by the Community Development Director.  

The Committee clarified that as long as the veterinarian was satisfied with the conditions, there 
should be no issue with the proposed.  

Alderman Schauer made a motion, seconded by Alderman Stompanato to approve PZC-26-14 
– Variation (402 Plainfield Road – Pramveer Singh) – A petition from Pramveer Singh for 
variations from Darien Zoning Ordinance to permit the construction of a walk-in cooler with a 
zero side yard setback on the west side of the convenience store located at 402 Plainfield 
Road, Darien IL 60561 (PIN 09-27-206-009).  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

d. Ordinance – Adoption of updated model building and related codes.  

Mr. Murphy reported that earlier in 2025 they had adopted the 2021 code, had not formally 
adopted one model. 

Mr. Gombac clarified that this was simply a clean-up of the code. 

There was some clarification regarding fire codes.  

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment.  

Alderman Stompanato made a motion, seconded by Alderman Schauer to approve an 
Ordinance adoption of updated model building and related codes.  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

e. Minutes – July 27, 2026 Municipal Services Committee  
                                August 3, 2026 Municipal Services Committee 

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment.  

Alderman Schauer made a motion, seconded by Alderman Stompanato to approve the July 
27, 2026 Municipal Services Committee Meeting Minutes.  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED 2-1.  
AYES: Belzak, Schauer 
ABSTAINS: Stompanato 

Alderman Stompanato made a motion, seconded by Alderman Schauer to approve the 
August 3, 2026 Municipal Services Committee Meeting Minutes.  
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Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  
 
Director’s Report 

Mr. Gombac reported that ComEd pushed up the Plainfield Wall project. He reported that the 
drop date would be September 11th.  

He reported that Public Works has been very busy following the storms, and they would be one 
to two weeks behind on jobs, but projects were still on target.  

He reported that the Shell station still had a good deal of work to do, and that the former TGIF 
property has the demo fence up.  

He reported that flood surveyors were out following the recent flooding events.  

Next Scheduled Meeting 

Chairperson Belczak announced that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 28, 
2026.  

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Stompanato made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Schauer to adjourn. Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY, and the meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  

X
Thomas Belczak
Chairman

 

X
Ted Schauer
Alderman

X
Ralph Stompanato
Alderman
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