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A message from our mayor
May the sun in his course visit no land more free, more happy, more
lovely, than this our own country!
~Daniel Webster

P

roviding important city information to Darien residents has been a priority of
the elected officials and city staff for many years. Our most important resource
to distribute information is Darien’s weekly E-newsletter, Direct Connect. This
provides residents with important community information that is emailed on Fridays.
You may use the following link: darien.il.us/Reference-Desk/DirectConnect.aspx. If you know
of a resident who does not use a computer, please print a copy of the weekly Direct
Connect for them.
On recent issues of Direct Connect we advised residents of the need for new city
revenues including a local gasoline and food/beverage tax and an increase to the
water rate. The additional revenue from these two taxes allows the city to maintain
the current property tax levy with no projected increase over the next three years.
Additionally, the benefit of these taxes, compared to increasing property taxes,
is that non-residents will also contribute. For more detailed information on the
taxes or water rate you make visit the city’s web site or contact Bryon Vana, City
Administrator at 630-353-8114 or bvana@darienil.gov.
On the city pages in this issue, you will find our required annual water quality
report. In 2016, as in years past, your tap water met all USEPA and state drinking
water health standards.
On behalf of the City of Darien I want to wish all of you a happy 4th of July. Have
a safe and happy summer!

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor
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The future of
education
Virtual classrooms, neural implants
and no more snow days!
by Ben Scott

A

t Hinsdale South High School in Darien, the
Technological Education Department offers
programs that involve the “evolution, utilization,
and significance of technology in our lives.” The idea of
technology education so deeply embedded in a school’s
curriculum would have been hard to imagine a half
century ago. What, then, will Darien schools look like
in 50 years? Will future students still congregate to a
central location to learn, or will the internet and mobile
devices render the brick and mortar classroom obsolete?
How will cloud-based schools, artificial intelligence (AI)
and neural implants affect Darien students?
Today when people think of schools, one of the first
images that comes to mind is a building populated
by classrooms, teachers and students. It’s difficult to
conceive of a day when students won’t ride a bike or bus
to school, but some futurists predict a time when there
is no brick or mortar building. Still, other educators see
the physical school as a permanent fixture, with major
changes made instead to the traditional school day and
structure of the classroom.
In an article written for The Atlantic, educator
Michael Godsey envisions a classroom with a “fantastic
computer screen at the front, streaming one of the
nation’s most engaging, informative lessons available
on a particular topic.” Godsey further predicts the role
of the traditional classroom teacher relegated to that
of a facilitator or tech who manages the classroom
equipment and monitors student behavior. In this future
scenario, a “‘virtual’ class will be introduced, guided, and
curated by one of the country’s best teachers…and it
6

will include professionally produced footage of current
events, relevant excerpts from powerful TedTalks,
interactive games students can play against other
students nationwide, and a formal assessment that the
computer will immediately score and record.”
Michael Hall of the architecture and design firm
Fanning Howey agrees with Godsey saying, “it is hard
to imagine there not being some kind of physical space
where students and teachers come together to learn
from one another. That’s the heart and soul of the
educational experience.”
Schools are where students gather to learn, but also
to develop social skills and participate in extracurricular
activities. While it’s a good bet kids will continue to play
sports and join clubs, some futurists believe learning
itself will become a more individualized experience as
technology evolves. Many classrooms across the country
have already adopted a blended learning model, in
which students spend part of their time using computers
or tablets to access open-educational resources. Teachers
give students lessons which are then complimented by
software, apps and web-based services. For example,
a student learns a lesson in math and then uses her
computer to create a graph.
While some learning software involves simply creating
or absorbing media, there are also adaptive learning
programs that respond to the student by repeating
lessons and putting emphasis on topics the student
hasn’t mastered. For instance, a student clicks the wrong
state in a geography test and the computer then re-asks
the question or provides a clue to the correct answer.
7
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The future of education

Similarly, programs like Coursera help today’s teachers
work with each other to improve lessons by pointing
out where a class is struggling; when many students
submit the wrong answer to a question on a test or
homework assignment, the system alerts the instructor
so they can fill in gaps in the curriculum. Adaptive
learning is also a reality outside the traditional education
system, with sites like the Khan Academy offering
over 100,000 interactive lessons on various subjects.
Similarly, YouTube has an education channel with over
one million subscribers. These sites make learning
accessible to everyone, and many are free.
As students spend more time working with
computers, they’ll need a new way to connect with
one another. While texting in class might land today’s
student in detention, tomorrow’s student may benefit
from the incorporation of social media in the classroom.
An article on teachhub.com predicts that students
will more actively participate in the educational
experience with backchannel devices like Socrative,
Padlet and Twitter. Students will use these devices to
share thoughts and aid each other in their learning
experience, and their questions and comments will be
shared on a class Smartscreen. It’s hard to imagine a day
when students won’t pass the proverbial love note, even
if in the future this is an exclusively digital phenomenon.
Teachers, in turn, will use these same social media
sites to respond more quickly to the concerns of the
entire class. Teachers may also incorporate social media
to make classes available as sites like YouTube or Google
Hangouts evolve to unimaginable capabilities. Snow
days may eventually become a thing of the past in a
future where a basic classroom structure always exists
through different forms of social media.
8

In the next 50 years, school
systems may also incorporate
advanced adaptive learning
programs and move to a “flipped”
academic model in which students
are exposed to the bulk of their
curriculum through technology
outside the classroom. Students
will spend more time at home as
Artificial Intelligence evolves and
adaptive learning programs become
“teaching-machines” that instruct
students in high-order thinking and
creativity.
While the artificial intelligence of
today is still in its infancy, students
in the Darien school system 50
years from now may get advanced
support and feedback from AI
tutors. But is this good or bad? It’s possible that AI
may in some cases replace the role of the traditional
teacher or become another factor that subverts the role
of today’s teacher to that of a facilitator in the future.
Although this kind of adaptive AI might sound like
science fiction, some prominent figures in the tech
world believe it will arrive sooner than later. In a recent
interview with The Verge, Bill Gates responded to a
question concerning AI and education, saying, “the idea
that you could talk to a [virtual] advisor that would
understand different misconceptions and arbitrary
linguistics around it, that’ll certainly come in the next
decade.”
Imagine a future in which each student has oneto-one access with an AI that can provide advanced
instruction and feedback in every discipline from
calculus to creative writing. The benefits of such
artificial intelligence will go beyond egalitarian access to
education; trial and error, a critical aspect of learning,
will become less daunting in the face of a virtual
instructor. Students who don’t like being put on the

spot in the classroom will learn at their own pace with a
system that adapts to their needs. Further, students may
play a more active role in their education by developing
their own curriculum and differentiating assignments
in a way that fits their own personal learning style.
This type of active student participation will become
yet another possibility afforded by the advancement of
personalized, one-to-one learning software.
Artificial intelligence might still sound like something
out of the movies, but it’s not the most shocking
evolution that could affect Darien schools by the year
2066. Think of
The Matrix and
how characters
learned skills
like fighting and
flying helicopters
by downloading
programs directly
to their brains.
Some futurists
actually see
neural implants
as a viable aid to
human learning
before the end of the century.
An article from The Wall Street Journal titled “The
Future of Brain Implants” suggests that, in the relatively
near-future, students may learn with the help of
neuroprosthetic systems that send web search results
instantaneously back to the brain. These implanted
learning systems would usher in a paradigm shift
to the educational landscape where instantaneous
downloading of new knowledge and skill-sets becomes
commonplace. Just as paper textbooks are being
replaced by computers and tablets today, handheld
mobile technology might one day disappear in the wake
of biological augmentation. With implanted technology,
students could absorb a semester’s worth of coursework
in moments and become masters in multiple disciplines
before they’ve even finished high school. And as a major
bonus, the days of frantically cramming for tests would
become a thing of the past.
Advances in neuroscience make it hard to speculate
on the future of education or even what it might
someday mean to be a human being. The most fantastic
predictions aside, the ideal future school system might
be one in which technology works in tandem with the
positive aspects of socialization that today’s educational
facilities provide. For now, Darien students still have
to study the old-fashioned way, deal with their human
teachers and suffer the occasional snow day.
Ben Scott is the community editor
of Neighbors Magazines.
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City of Darien
Water Department
Consumer Confidence
Report 2015
In 2015, as in years past, your tap water met all USEPA and
state drinking water health standards. This report summarizes
the quality of water that we provided last year, including details
about where your water comes from, what it contains, and

how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. We
are committed to providing you with information because
informed customers are our best allies.

Source of drinking water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs,
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be
expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which may
be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring
or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

the first and third Monday of every month starting at 7:30pm
at city hall, 1702 Plainfield Rd. The source water assessment for
our supply has been completed by the Illinois EPA. If you would
like a copy of this information, please stop by city hall or call our
water operator, Kris Throm at 630-353-8105. To view a summary
version of the completed Source Water Assessments, including
Importance of Source Water; Susceptibility to Contamination
Determination; and documentation/ recommendation of
Source Water Protection Efforts, you may access the Illinois EPA
website at epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/wp/swap-fact-sheets.pl.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water
which must provide the same protection for public health.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at
risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
We cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting for several
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to two minutes before using
water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and
steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Source water assessment availability
A Source Water Assessment summary is included below for
your convenience.
The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
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fecal deposits at the intake
and thus compromising the
source water quality. Conversely, the shore intakes are highly
susceptible to storm water runoff, marinas and shoreline point
sources due to the influx of groundwater to the lake.

2015 Regulated Contaminants Detected—Darien, 2015
Lead and Copper

Annual quality water report
This report is intended to provide you with important
information about your drinking water and the efforts made
by the Darien water system to provide safe drinking water. The
source of drinking water used by Darien is purchased surface
water from the City of Chicago, IL.
We want our valued customers to be informed about their
water quality. If you would like to learn more, please feel
welcome to attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings
held at city hall. You can find the scheduled dates and times of
these meetings at the following link: darien.il.us/Government/
MeetingDates.html. City council meetings are typically held on

are located at a distance that shoreline impacts are not usually
considered a factor on water quality. At certain times of the
year, however, the potential for contamination exists due to wet
weather flows and river reversals. In addition, the placement
of the crib structures may serve to attract waterfowl, gulls, and
terns that frequent the Great Lakes area, thereby concentrating

pollution problems. The very nature of surface water allows
contaminants to migrate into the intake with no protection
only dilution. This is the reason for mandatory treatment for
all surface water supplies in Illinois. Chicago’s offshore intakes

Definitions:
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.
ALGs allow for a margin of safety.
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water
system must follow.
Lead and
Copper

Date
Sampled

MCLG

Action
Level (AL)

90th
Percentile

#Sites
Over AL

Units

Violation

Likely Source of
Contamination

Copper

June, 2014

1.3

1.3

0.11

0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood
preservatives; corrosion of
household plumbing systems

Lead

June, 2014

0

15

0.00

0

ppb

N

Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; erosion of
natural deposits.

Regulated Contaminants
Disinfectants and Collection
Disinfection ByDate
Products

Highest
Level
Detected

Range
of Levels
Detected

MCLG

MCL

Units

Violation

12/31/2015

0.8

0.8–0.08

MRDLG = 4

MRDL = 4

ppm

N

Water additive used
to control microbes

Haloacetic Acids
(HAA5)*

2015

17

4.0–24.8

No goal for
the total

60

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection

Total
Trihalomethanes
(TTHM)*

2015

37

17.086–
55.3

No goal for
the total

80

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection

Inorganic
Collection
Contaminants
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

Range
of Levels
Detected

MCLG

MCL

Units

Violation

Chlorine

Likely Source of
Contamination

Likely source of
Contamination

Arsenic

10/10/2012

4

0–4

0

10

ppb

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
runoff from orchards; runoff
from glass and electronics
production wastes.

Barium

10/10/2012

0.042

0.031–0.042

2

2

ppm

N

Discharge of drilling wastes;
discharge from metal refineries;
erosion of natural deposits

Fluoride

10/10/2012

.327

0.281–.327

4

4.0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
water additive which promotes
strong teeth; discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum
factories.

Regulated Inorganic Contaminant list is continued on the next page.
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Water Quality Data—Chicago, 2015

City of Darien 2015 Regulated Contaminants, continued
Inorganic
Contaminants

Collection
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

Range
of Levels
Detected

Iron

10/10/2012

.99

0.22–.99

Manganese

10/10/2012

26

11–26

Sodium

10/10/2012

47

39–47

Zinc

10/10/2012

0.21

0.011–0.21

MCLG

150

5

MCL

Units

Violation

1.0

ppm

N

This contaminant is not
currently regulated by the
USEPA. However, the state
regulates. Erosion of natural
deposits.

150

ppb

N

This contaminant is not
currently regulated by the
USEPA. However, the state
regulates. Erosion of natural
deposits.

ppm

N

Erosion from naturally
occurring deposits: used in
water softener regeneration.

5

ppm

N

Likely source of
Contamination

This contaminant is not
currently regulated by the
USEPA. However, the state
regulates. Naturally occurring;
discharge from metal factories.

Radioactive Contaminants
Combined
Radium
226/228

10/15/2013

1.3

0.66–1.3

0

5

pCi/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

Gross alpha
excluding
radon and
uranium

10/15/2013

5.2

0–5.2

0

15

pCi/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

Water Quality Test Results

Definition of terms (the following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which require explanation):
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as
close to the Maximum Contaminant Level Goal as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level
of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of
the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest
level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary
for control of microbial contaminants.

ppb: Micrograms per liter or parts per billion—or one ounce in
7,350,000 gallons of water.
Avg: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on
running annual average of monthly samples.
ppm: Milligrams per liter or parts per million—or one ounce in
7,350 gallons of water.
na: Not applicable
pCi/L: Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity
ug/l = micrograms per liter or parts per billion or one ounce in
7,350,000 gallons of water

No drinking water quality violations were recorded during 2015
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Detected Contaminants
Contaminant (unit of measurement)
Typical Source of Contaminant

MCLG

MCL

Highest
Level
Detected

Range of
Detections

TURBIDITY (NTU/Lowest Monthly % ≤ 0.3
NTU)
Soil runoff

N/A

TT (95 %≤
0.3NTU)

(Lowest
Monthly %)
99.7%

99.7%–100.0%

TURBIDITY (NTU/Highest Single
Measurement)
Soil runoff

N/A

(Limit 1 NTU)
TT

0.45

N/A

BARIUM (ppm)
Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge
from metal refineries; erosion of natural
deposits.

2

2

0.0201

0.0193–0.0201

NITRATE (AS NITROGEN) (ppm)
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from
septic tanks; sewage; erosion of natural
deposits

10

10

0.30

0.28–0.30

TOTAL NITRATE & NITRITE (AS NITROGEN)
(ppm)
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from
septic tanks; sewage; erosion of natural
deposits

10

10

0.30

0.28–0.30

Violation

Date of
Sample

Turbidity Data

Inorganic Contaminants

Total Organic Carbon
TOC (TOTAL ORGANIC CARBON)
The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system met all TOC removal
requirements set by IEPA
Unregulated Contaminants

2015 Violation Summary Table
Violation Description

Date of Sample: If a date appears in this column, the Illinois EPA
requires monitoring for this contaminant less than once per year
because the concentrations do not frequently change. If no date
appears in the column, monitoring for this contaminant was
conducted during the Consumer Confidence Report calendar
year.
Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to reduce
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
ND: Contaminant Not detectable at or above the reporting or
testing limits.
N/A: Not applicable

Definition of Terms
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.
Highest Level Detected: This column represents the highest
single sample reading of a contaminant of all the samples
collected in 2015.
Range of Detections: This column represents a range of
individual sample results, from lowest to highest that were
collected during the CCR calendar year.

Start

End

SULFATE (ppm)
Erosion of naturally occurring deposits

N/A

N/A

27.2

18.8–27.2

SODIUM (ppm)
Erosion of naturally occurring deposits;
used as water softener

N/A

N/A

8.48

8.04–8.48
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Water Quality Data, Chicago, 2015—Detected Contaminants, continued
Contaminant (unit of measurement)
Typical Source of Contaminant

Chicago 2015 Water Quality Data Table Footnotes

MCLG

MCL

Highest
Level
Detected

Range of
Detections

Violation

Date of
Sample

4

4

1.01

0.76–1.01

COMBINED RADIUM (226/228) (pCi/L)
Decay of natural and man-made deposits

0

5

.84

0.50–0.84

2/11/2014

GROSS ALPHA excluding radon and
uranium (pCi/L)
Decay of natural and man-made deposits

0

15

6.6

6.1–6.6

2/11/2014

State Regulated Contaminants
FLUORIDE (ppm)
Water additive which promotes strong
teeth
Radioactive Contaminants

UCMR3 Compliance Reporting
In compliance with the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 3 (UCMR3) as required by the EPA, the City of Chicago has
monitored for 28 contaminants suspected to be present in drinking water, but that do not have health-based standards set
under the Safe Drinking Water Act. The monitoring results were reported to the EPA. The list of UCMR3 contaminants that we
have monitored included volatile organic chemicals, metals, perflourinated compounds, hormones, 1,4-dioxane and chlorate.
The contaminants that were detected in this monitoring program are listed below.
CHROMIUM (ppb)
Naturally-occurring element; used in
making steel and other alloys

100

100

0.3

0.3–0.3

MOLYBDENUM (ppb)
Naturally-occurring element found
in ores and present in plants, animals
and bacterial; commonly used form
molybdenum trioxide

NA

NA

1.1

1.0–1.1

STRONTIUM (ppb)
Naturally-occurring element; has been
used in cathode-ray tube TVs to block
x-ray emissions

NA

NA

120

110–120

VANADIUM (ppb)
Naturally-occurring metal; vanadium
pentoxide is used as a catalyst and a
chemical intermediate

NA

NA

0.2

0.2–0.2

CHROMIUM-6 or HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM
(ppb)
Naturally-occurring element; used in
making steel and alloys

NA

NA

0.19

0.18–0.19

Unit of Measurement
ppm—Parts per million, or milligrams per liter
ppb—Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter
NTU—Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, used to measure cloudiness

in drinking water
%≤ 0.3NTU—Percent of samples less than or equal to 0.3 NTU
pCi/L— Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity

Turbidity
Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. We
monitor it because it is a good indicator of water quality and
the effectiveness of our filtration system and disinfectants.
Unregulated Contaminants:
A maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this contaminant has
not been established by either state or federal regulations,
nor has mandatory health effects language. The purpose for
monitoring this contaminant is to assist USEPA in determining
the occurrence of unregulated contaminants in drinking water,
and whether future regulation is warranted.

Fluoride
Fluoride is added to the water supply to help promote
strong teeth. The Illinois Department of Public Health
recommended an optional fluoride range of 0.9 mg/l to 1.2
mg/l until November, 2015. As of November 2015, the new
recommendation is an optimal fluoride level of 0.7 mg/l.
Sodium
There is no state or federal MCL for sodium. Monitoring is
required to provide information to consumers and health
officials who have concerns about sodium intake due to dietary
precautions. If you are on a sodium restricted diet, you should
consult a physician about the level of sodium in the water.

City of Chicago, Department of Water Management
Source Water Assessment Summary for the 2015 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR)
Source Water Location
The City of Chicago utilizes Lake Michigan as its source water
via two water treatment plants. The Jardine Water Purification
Plant serves the northern areas of the city and suburbs, while
the South Water Purification Plant serves the southern areas of
the city and suburbs. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that
is entirely contained within the United States. It borders Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin, and is the second largest
Great Lake by volume with 1,180 cubic miles of water and third
largest by area.
Source Water Assessment Summary
The Illinois EPA implemented a Source Water Assessment
Program (SWAP) to assist with watershed protection of public
drinking water supplies. The SWAP inventories potential
sources of contamination and determined the susceptibility
of the source water to contamination. The Illinois EPA has
completed the Source Water Assessment Program for our
supply. Further information on our community water supply’s
Source Water Assessment Program is available by calling
the City of Chicago, Department of Water Management at
312-744-6635.
Susceptibility to Contamination
The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
pollution problems. The very nature of surface water allows
contaminants to migrate into the intake with no protection
only dilution. This is the reason for mandatory treatment
for all surface water supplies in Illinois. Chicago’s offshore
intakes are located at a distance that shoreline impacts are
not usually considered a factor on water quality. At certain
times of the year, however, the potential for contamination
exists due to wet-weather flows and river reversals. In addition,
the placement of the crib structures may serve to attract
waterfowl, gulls and terns that frequent the Great Lakes area,
thereby concentrating fecal deposits at the intake and thus
compromising the source water quality. Conversely, the shore
intakes are highly susceptible to storm water runoff, marinas

and shoreline point sources due to the influx of groundwater
to the lake.
Further information on our community water supply’s Source
Water Assessment Program is available by calling the City of
Chicago, Department of Water Management at 312-744-6635.
2015 Voluntary Monitoring
The City of Chicago has continued monitoring for
Cryptosporidium, Giardia and E. coli in its source water as part
of its water quality program. To date, Cryptosporidium has not
been detected in these samples, but Giardia was detected in
2010 in one raw lake water sample collected in September,
2010. Treatment processes have been optimized to provide
effective barriers for removal of Cryptosporidium oocysts
and Giardia cysts in the source water, effectively removing
these organisms in the treatment process. By maintaining
low turbidity through the removal of particles from the water,
the possibility of Cryptosporidium and Giardia organisms
getting into the drinking water system is greatly reduced.
Also, in compliance with Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water
Treatment Rule (LT2ESWTR) Round 2, the City of Chicago has
started the 24 months long monitoring program in April 2015,
collecting samples from its source water once per month for
Cryptosporidium, Giardia, E. coli and turbidity. Cryptosporidium
and Giardia were not detected in these samples.
In 2015, CDWM has also continued monitoring for hexavalent
chromium, also known as chromium-6. USEPA has not yet
established a standard for chromium-6, a contaminant of
concern which has both natural and industrial sources. Please
address any questions or concerns to DWM’s Water Quality
Division at 312-742-7499. Data reports on the monitoring
program for chromium-6 are posted on the city’s website
which can be accessed at the following address below:
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/water/supp_info/water_quality_
resultsandreports/city_of_chicago_emergincontaminantstudy.
html

2015 Violation Summary Table
We are pleased to announce that no monitoring, reporting, treatment techniques, maximum
residual disinfectant level, or maximum contaminant level violations were recorded during 2015
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School Directory

District #61 applauds staff members on their
continued education

Eisenhower
Jr. High School

Over the past year, many of our teachers have continued their education at
various local colleges. In all, 75 credit hours were earned during this school
year. We would like to recognize these staff members:

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Janine Kiwiet, President
Katherine Fujiura, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Melissa Christie, Member
Gregory Leban, Member
Jane Moss, Member
Iranell Spann, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Augustana College
Amy Mordaunt
Aurora University
Lauren Zembruski, Jen Pena,
Michelle Greco, Bonnie Bucholz
Benedictine University
Roy Wolski
Concordia College
Brittany Polly, Heather Petersen,
Melissa Winter

Marygrove College
Kristin Shell
University of St. Francis
Deana Jubah, Kerry Senesac,
Ashley Daly
University of Alabama
Teri Shiley

Registration procedures for 2016-2017 school year

Special Education services are available
Darien Public Schools, District #61, in conjunction with the LaGrange
Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) provides services for
children with special needs. Anyone having concerns about a child with
potential special needs may contact the local public school. The district
will provide, upon request, information regarding parent and child rights
in special education. A list of free or low-cost legal services, in addition
to the district’s policies, procedures, rules and regulations regarding the
identification and evaluation of children with special needs is also available.
This information will be provided in the native language of the person
making the request.
Additional information can be found at:
darien61.org/curriculum.cfm?subpage=1042970.

Keeping school buildings safe is an ongoing
effort
Darien School District #61 is
required to notify all parents,
guardians, faculty, and staff of
asbestos containing building
materials present within the
school buildings. Over the years
we have undertaken removal of
these materials, however, some still
remains in various locations within

the buildings.
These materials are periodically
inspected and maintained intact
and are safe to the occupants. If you
desire more information regarding
these materials, please stop by your
school office and they will provide
you with the information.

Managing pests
According to provisions of Public Act 91-0525 and Public Act 91-0099,
the school will notify parents, guardians, and school employees two business
days prior to pesticide applications on or in school property. Antimicrobial
agents, insecticide baits, and rodenticide baits are excluded from this
notification requirement. Currently the district only uses traps provided
by Anderson Pest Control. Megan Stoltz, Chief School Business Official, is
responsible for the oversight of pest management.

On-line registration for the 2016–2017 school year
began on Mon., April 18. In order to register your child
for next year you will need to follow these steps:
1. Go to this link: skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/
WService=wsedudarienil/fwemnu01.w
2.Enter your family login and password to enter
Skyward. (Contact your child’s school if you do not
have a login and password.)
3. Click on Open Family Access.
4. In the center of the new window you will see Start
Registration for 2016–2017. Click on that box and
begin the process.
5. Work through each step in the process and when
you have finished a step click the “Step # has
been completed” checkbox for that step.
6.When you finish all of the Steps, click the “Complete
registration” button.

NOTE:
Each step needs to be completed before moving to
the next step to complete the process. Making a fee
payment is optional, if you are paying with check or
cash. To pay this way complete the process and either:
Send a copy of the verification along with your check
to your child’s school, or
Bring a copy of the verification along with cash to the
District Office between 8am and 3:30pm Monday–
Friday.
SKYWARD now accepts Visa and MasterCard.
If you have questions or difficulties contact your
child’s school office.

Congratulations District #61 retirees
Congratulations to Mary Jo Florio, Mary Mayberry
and Nancy Rehbein who retired from District #61 at
the end of the 2015–2016 school year

Mary Jo Florio

Mary Jo began working in District #61 in 1996 as a
substitute hostess for the lunch program. In fact, she was
listed on her evaluation as a substitute all the way until
2011. However, she was the most present “substitute”
we have ever had working in all four of the buildings
(starting at Fairview School). She helped out wherever
and whenever needed and will be missed in her current
location at Mark DeLay.

Mary Mayberry

Mary began working in District #61 in 1996 also as

a lunch program hostess. She began and remained her
entire career at Mark DeLay School. She also spent time
as the health aide in the school office for a short period
of time. She, too, will be missed at lunchtime at DeLay.

Nancy Rehbein

Nancy began as a teacher assistant at Eisenhower
Junior High School in 2000. She has worked with a
variety of students in classrooms, small settings and
one-on-one over the years. Her dedication and hard
work will be missed by students and staff at EJH.
On behalf of all the students served by Mrs. Florio,
Mrs. Mayberry and Mrs. Rehbein, we extend thanks and
appreciation for your involvement in our district. Best
wishes as you move on toward retirement.
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Small grants help teachers launch big ideas
by David May
They’re called mini-grants, but
for teachers in Darien District 61
schools, the relatively small sums of
money are having a large impact in
the classroom.
Since October 2014, the Darien

District 61 Educational Foundation
has been awarding multiple
quarterly mini-grants of $500 or
less throughout each school year,
helping teachers bring innovative
ideas to life. To date, the foundation
has awarded more than $7,500 in
mini-grants to fund 17 projects,
including seven this past school
year. That’s all part of the more
than $47,000 the foundation has
awarded in teacher grants and direct
aid to students since 2010.
Ideas to advance literacy—to help
students become better readers and
find joy in reading—are a favorite

Homegrown inspirations

curriculum target for many of the
mini-grants. And the ideas often
extend to activities far beyond the
classroom.
One program that tipped off this
year, funded by a $500 mini-grant,
was dubbed “March Madness
Tournament of Books,” loosely
based on the hugely popular
college basketball tournament. The
competition at Lace School started
with “brackets” totaling 16 books.
Over several weeks, students in
each grade read books or listened
to books being read to them, and
then voted on their favorites. The

the same story
being performed
at a local theater.
Words on a page
became live action
on stage.
Of course
mini-grants also
have focused on
programs outside
of reading. Others
included funding
the purchase
of musical
instruments,
“math stations”
offering hands-on
activities to help younger students
with their math-facts fluency, and
special “tools” to help students
with sensory-processing issues stay
focused and attentive during class.
To learn more about all the
mini-grants awarded—as well as the

Foundation’s larger annual grants—
please visit the “Grants Awarded”
section of the Foundation’s website
at darien61foundation.org.
David May is a member of the
Darien District 61 Educational Foundation’s
board of directors.

(Part 2 of 2)

by Mary Andersen
Welcome to Part 2 of our “Homegrown Inspirations”
series. Let’s think back…How many of you can vividly
remember your school age years? Did you have a special
teacher that went out of his or her way to help you do
your best? Did you have a favorite class that turned into
a lifelong passion? Were you a member of a club or a
team that helped to foster your future career plans? If
you answered YES to any of these questions, then you
have a lot in common with some of our current Darien
District #61 staff members. And…wait for it…they went
to school right here in this very district! Please read on
to meet more D61 family members who attended this
fabulous district.
Our Mark DeLay secretary and K.I.D.S. Club site
coordinator, Ms. Joelle Siki, attended D61 in her youth.
One of her most vivid memories is from Outdoor Ed.
in Lake Geneva, WI. It was her first time away from
home, and she thought she would be scared. She loved
learning about constellations and sledding with her
friends. Joelle has two teachers that made a big impact
on her. They are Ms. Suzanne Asa, retired Spanish
teacher at EJH, who taught her how to love learning
new languages, and Ms. Lee Anne Lewis who helped
shape her amazing work ethic that carried her through
high school. It was her work in both of those classes that
18

winners were narrowed to a “Final
Four,” with an eventual champion
chosen based on the students’ votes.
At Eisenhower Junior High,
another $500 mini-grant allowed
teachers to start a lunch-time
program called “Reading with the
General.” Each month, a “general” is
recruited—it could be the principal,
a teacher, a Darien police officer, a
parent—who reads the first chapter
of a popular teen book as students
eat lunch in the library. One copy
of the book is raffled off among
students attending the reading
sessions and four copies are placed
in the school library for all to share.
Previously, two mini-grants
were awarded for “Books Come
Alive!” reducing ticket prices to
provide a live theater experience
for third-graders at Lace School.
The students read and discussed a
novel in class and then experienced

inspired Joelle to
want to work in
the educational
field.
Once again, the
biggest difference
to the district
from her early
Joelle Siki
school years is
the makeup of the district. When it used to be three
elementary buildings, students could play each other in
sports. Two interesting facts about Ms. Siki is that she
was born in Africa and she attended film school. And
one of the best pieces of advice she can give to students
she works with: “Follow your dreams and work hard at
what you are passionate about. Also, take advantage of
all opportunities that are given you.”
Another D61 family member is Mrs. Char Cotuno,
chief business office secretary. Her most vivid memory:
“I was scared! I moved here the summer between
7th and 8th grade and came from a Catholic school.
It was such a different experience for me. A lot of us
were in the same boat and had all moved into the new
subdivision called Hinsbrook.” One of Char’s favorite
teachers was Mr. Dan Tufo. He would eventually

become principal of Lace School. Char remembers
that he was really into current events and would test
his students every Friday. It helped her learn to pay
attention to what is going on in the world.
The district is a lot bigger now than when Char went
to school. She made a lot of lifelong friends from those
early school years. Char felt so connected to the district
that she moved to Darien after she was married. She
wanted her children to also attend this district. Her
favorite childhood teacher was her children’s principal
until they moved out of district to Naperville.
One final D61 student who found her way back here
to teach is Mrs. Nikki Alessi, 8th grade ELA team leader.
Nikki’s most vivid memory and her most influential
teacher are one in the same. Judy Hanson, her chorus
teacher, made a huge impact on her life: “She was my
choir teacher at EJH. She forever changed the way I
love, respect, and understand music. She would be best
described as…a force of nature. She had positive energy
and love for every person in that building. According
to Judy, all things were possible, all goals attainable. She
believed it, so we believed it, and suddenly it became
truth. That kind of belief in myself, ideas, others,
possibilities…is what I strive to give students every day.”
Mrs. Alessi taught at Fairview, Mark DeLay and EJH.
Her first principal was her 6th grade teacher, the late
Ms. Maureen Kelly. Nikki also taught in San Diego for

Char Cotuno (left) and Cami Nichol, PE teacher at Lace
School and former District #61 student
five years, but found her way back to D61. One of the
biggest messages she has for her students is: “Always
choose kind, follow your dreams everywhere, and
always live a ‘box-free’ life!” Those are powerful words
to live by.
I hope that you have enjoyed this two-part series
on inspirational people who got their start in this fine
district and who continue to walk the halls of Darien
District #61. It is a great place to grow and learn. I am
pretty sure that we have some future leaders sitting in
our classrooms right now.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Fall Outdoor Soccer League
Inflata-Palooza

Fri., July 29, 5:30–7:30pm.
Join us at Sportsplex to jump in
the inflatables! For all kids ages
12 and under. Children must be
accompanied by an adult and socks
must be worn, $5 admission charge.
Rootbeer floats will be sold for $1
each!

Movie and Concert
Under the Stars

Movie: Come watch a family
movie under the stars. The Park
District will be showing The Good
Dinosaur on Fri., July 22 outside at
the Darien Park District Community
Center. Bring a blanket, and come
enjoy the movie! The movie starts
at 8:30pm, and concessions will
be sold. In the event of inclement
weather, the movie will be shown
indoors.
Concert: Come relax and enjoy
some music at Darien Community
Park. Sun., July 31 from 7–8:30pm.
1976 will perform a wide variety of
songs. Bring a picnic and join us for
some music!

Come play recreational soccer with recognized
leaders in the field—Eclipse Select Soccer Club!
Professional coaches will train your child and
volunteer coaches with the latest techniques, and
they’ll show these skills off in a game each week.
Fall season registration is open now for ages Pre-K
to 8th grade. Registration includes one practice and
one game per week. For more information, visit
darienparks.com

Darien Farmer’s
Market

Shop seasonally fresh vegetables
and fruits, and other fine offerings
from LOCAL vendors! Every
Wednesday from 3–7pm at
Westwood Park (75th and Fairview),
until Sept. 7. There will be fun
activities, story time, as well as a
weekly outdoor Flea Market at
the same location. Come shop in
Darien!
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

29th Annual
DarienFest update
Carnival—Sept. 9, 10 & 11
One Day DarienFest—Sept. 10
Earlier this year, the City of Darien notified the Darien
Chamber that due to budget cuts they are no longer
able to provide police protection, barricades and services
from Public Works. In addition to the $5,000 Darien
Park District fee, general expenses of $16,000 for the
Fest, the Chamber is now responsible for covering all
expenses ($13,000) provided by the City of Darien.
To not disappoint the Darien community, the
businesses and the organizations that benefit from
this event, we are planning a one day DarienFest Sat.,
Sept. 10 from 1–10:30pm Featured will be the same
activities as we have enjoyed in the past, from the
carnival rides and music to food, beverages, business

July 26, 2016
DCC Coffee Connection
First American Bank, 8am

expo, the Darien Chamber Women In Business Third
Annual Adirondack Chair Auction and even the pet
parade.

The Darien Chamber
of Commerce First Brew
& Chew Indoor Ale Fest
was a hit! Thank you to
Brewers and Sponsors.
Save the Date for the
second Annual Brew &
Chew April 22, 2017
at Chuck’s Café.

The 16th Annual Darien Dash had a record
number of runners this year! The Darien Chamber
is proud to present Lace School $2,000 cash reward
and The Gift of Carl Foundation $2,000 cash
reward for their support to the race. A heartfelt
thank you to all the runners, congratulations to all!
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July 4
Darien Lions Club Independence Day Parade
9:30am
July 19
DWB Luncheon
Gordon Biersch Brewery Restaurant, 11:30am

First Brew & Chew was a hit

Thank you Darien Dash partners
and sponsors

Upcoming Events

Darien Swim & Recreation Club
1001 Hinsbrook Ave., Darien, IL 60651
630-964-8656
DarienSwim.com
DSRC is a family pool and recreation club. The facility
features a baby pool, children’s pool and full-size
pool with lap lane and diving boards, sunning deck,
concessions stand and clubhouse. Clubhouse rentals
available year-round.

Aug. 10
Multi-Chamber Speed Networking
Luncheon
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am
Aug. 30
DCC Coffee Connection
First Merchants Bank, 8am

Save the Dates!

Paint the Town Pink
Ribbon Lighting Ceremony
Under the Clock Tower, Sept. 30, 6pm
Dancing with the Chamber Starz
Nov. 12, Ashton Place

Sprint by Air 1 Wireless
7517 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
Mike Bender
630-737-1908
air1wireless.dealer.sprint.com
We started in 1997 in Naperville with one single sales
location. We have now grown to 20 retail locations
across Northern Illinois. Our stores are conveniently
located to make doing business with us easy, and each
location has a team ready to provide you with top-notch
customer service.

SunKissed Professional Custom Spray Tanning
Kathie Hiatt
kh@sunkissedpro.com
708-557-0482 Business Cell
708-401-0999 Fax
SunKissed provides personal airbrush tanning for
weddings, showers, special events, pre- and post vacation
tanning needs, specialized sporting events, and business
photos. Our proprietary tanning ingredients are 100%
organic and vegan derived and PETA approved. We offer
a variety of tanning packages for a year round safe and
healthy glow.
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Around the Block

Chicagoland Daylily Society holds show
The Chicagoland Daylily Society will present its
Daylily show on Sat., July 9 from 11am–to 3pm
in the Sycamore Room at Morton Arboretum,
4100 IL Rte. 53, Lisle. The daylily show is free with
entrance to the Morton Arboretum, so come and
see the beauty of hundreds of unique specimens-some of the most beautiful daylilies in the world.
chicagolanddaylilysociety.org

Vacation Bible School
at St. John Lutheran Church
St. John Lutheran Church at 7214 S. Cass Ave.
hosts its annual Vacation Bible School (VBS) on
Mon., July 25–Fri., July 29 from 9–11:45am. It offers
classes for three-year-olds through youth in sixth grade.
Children enjoy Bible stories, puppet shows, games,
snacks, crafts, outdoor recreation and music.
The fee is $20 per family regardless of the
number of children for those registering on or
before July 8. The fee is $25 for those registering
after that date or at the door. Register online at
sjlcdarien.org/education/vacation-bible-school
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for more, visit DuPageNeighbors.com
Eyes to the Skies Festival returns for 34th year

Don’t miss the Darien 4th of July parade

Acclaimed country music duo Thompson Square
and lauded Colorado alt-rockers Big Head Todd & the
Monsters are this year’s music headliners at Eyes to
the Skies Festival that returns for its 34th year to west
suburban Lisle, Fri.–Sun., July 1–3. The event is held at
Lisle Community Park, 1825 Short St. Hours are 12pm–
11pm each day. The fest is best known for its visually
stunning hot-air balloon shows that attract tens of
thousands over its three-day run. In addition to hot-air
balloons and two stages of music, the fest also features
food, a craft fair, a huge kids’ activity and entertainment
area and three nights of fireworks. eyestotheskies.org

The Darien 4th of July parade route is exactly the
same as in 2015. Parade participants line up in the Jewel
parking lot at 75th and Cass Ave. and proceed north
on Cass Ave. to 71st St. At 71st St. the parade heads
east until Clarendon Hills Rd. where it will go south
towards the end point at Hinsdale South High School.
The parade starts promptly at 9:30am. Please bring
your own seating and refreshments. Sponsored by the
Darien Lions Club, come out and celebrate our nation’s
independence.

Be a part of the parade!
Bring your decorated bike
The Darien Lions Club is sponsoring a best decorated
bike contest before the 4th of July Parade in the Jewel
parking lot at 8:30am. Come out with your decorated
bike to walk/ride in the 4th of July Parade on Mon.,
July 4. Top boy and girl winners will be awarded
trophies and cash prizes for ages 2–5 and ages 6–12.

IPPL Better Together
Summer Reading Challenge
This summer, the Indian Prairie Public Library is
celebrating the strengths of the Darien community,
creating opportunities for families to discover the world
around them while forming a stronger connection
with each other. During the Better Together Summer
Reading Challenge, the library will be offering special
storytimes, fun programs, family events, community
projects and more through Aug. 6. ippl.info.

SEASPAR presents Summer Golf Classic
Southeast Association for Special Parks And
Recreation (SEASPAR) is hosting its annual Summer
Golf Classic fundraiser on Fri., July 8. The golf
tournament will take place at the Village Greens of
Woodridge. Registration and lunch begin at 11:30am
with a 12:30pm shotgun start. Tickets for the golf
outing are $150 per person and include golf, lunch and
dinner. Tickets for the dinner only are available for $50
per person. To purchase tickets, visit SEASPAR.org or
call 630-960-7600.

Around the Block
Register for Chess Scholars Camp at the
Darien Park District
A chess scholars camp will be held at the Darien Park
District Community Center, Mon.–Fri., July 25–29
from 9am–12pm. The camp is for kids age 6–13 and
is designed for both beginners and experienced young
players. Each class will consist of a fun interactive
teaching period and guided practice time. Children will
have an opportunity to test for a Chess Belt® under a
unique Chess Scholars system patterned after martial
arts belts. darienparks.com

Visit the
Darien Farmer’s Market
every Wednesday, 3–7pm
Westwood Park

Cantigny Park hosts
outdoor symphony concerts
There are two more symphony concerts under the
stars this summer at Cantigny Park. The West Suburban
Symphony Orchestra will perform Sat., July 23. Maestro
Peter Lipari will conduct “Blockbusters”—a crowd
pleasing performance featuring the movie music of
composer John Williams. On Thurs., Aug. 4, Chicago
Sinfonietta will cap off the park’s all-day McCormick
Day celebration. No tickets are needed for the final show
and parking is also complimentary. Cantigny.org.

USATF Masters Throws Championships
call for volunteers
Volunteer to help—no experience necessary. Volunteers
are needed to support the 2016 USATF Masters Throws
Championships at the Benedictine University Sports
Complex in Lisle. This unique field event competition
showcases an athlete’s power and strength. Over 120
athletes and officials plus spectators from across the
country will be in attendance for the weekend of Aug.
5–7. General event support and administration assistant
volunteers are needed. Contact tricia@otrtevents.com or
visit usatfillinois.org to download an application.

DuPageNeighbors.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

J U L Y 2016
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Send us your event
information!

2

Art Therapy Night
7pm
Library

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for September/October issue is
August 1, 2016
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Visit the IPPL WouldShop™
The Indian Prairie Public Library’s WouldShop™ will
be introducing weekly activities and homemade projects
such as DIY telescopes, lemon birdfeeders, and more all
summer long. Open all day, every day and located in the
Kids & Teens Department, the WouldShop™ is a creative
DIY space where families can gather to learn, create
and be inspired. It contains how-to books and tools and
materials for select projects, as well as kits that can be
used in the library or checked out to take home.

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

3
Open House
Darien Historical
Society
1-3pm
Old Lace School

10

4

Independence
Day
4th of July
Parade
9:30 am

11

5

6

Board of
Fire & Police
Comissioners
5pm, Police Dept.

Family Shark
Week Celebration
2pm, Library

City Council
7pm
City Hall

12

Parents
Workshop:
Storytime Yoga
1:30pm
Library

Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

7

8

Project Squirrel:
Citizen Science
Project
6:30pm
Library

9
Minecraft Mods
1pm
Library

Planning &
Zoning Comm
7pm, City Hall

13

Design Lab:
3D Printing
1pm, Library
Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

14
Giving Back Night
6:30pm
Library

Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

15

16

Harry Potter
Trivia Night
7pm
Library

The Key to an
Effective Job
Search
7pm, Library

17
Open House
Darien Historical
Society
1-3pm
Old Lace School
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18
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

25
Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

31
Concert in the
Park
7pm
Community Park

19

Meet the Mayor
6-7pm, City Hall

26

20

Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park
Backyard Birds of
DuPage County
7pm, Library
eLibrary Drop-In
7pm, Library
Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm, City Hall
Chill Out &
Color
1pm, Library
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Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park
Teen Movie Night:
The 5th Wave
6:30pm, Library
Police Pension
Board
7pm, Police Dept.

21
Mini Petting Zoo
6:30pm
Library

22

23

Teen Video Game
Tournament: Call
of Duty Black Ops
3 & 6pm
Library
Movie Under the
Stars
8:30pm
Community
Center

28
Tie Dye on the
Lawn
6:30pm
Library

29
Inflata-Palooza
5:30-7:30pm
Sportsplex
Teen Pizza TasteOff
6:30pm
Library
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Saved the Date
DarienFest

Now you can add your own
events to the Events Calendar at

Sept. 10
Community Park

DuPageNeighbors.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

1
Admin/Finance
Com.
6pm
City Hall
City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

7

8

WEDNESDAY

2
Board of
Fire & Police
Commissioners
5pm
Police Dept.

9

Open House
Darien Historical
Society
1-3pm
Old Lace School

15

16

Meet & Greet the
Mayor
6-7pm

Free Legal
Consultations for
Immigrants
9am-12pm
Library

City Council
7:30pm
City Hall

21

28

THURSDAY

3

FRIDAY

4

SATURDAY

5

22

23

Municipal
Services
6:30pm
City Hall

29

Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm
City Hall

10

17
Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park
Presidential
Campaigns: The
Great American
Pastime
7pm, Library
Planning &
Zoning Com.
7pm, City Hall

24
Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park
Great American
Nature Paintings
1pm
Library

30
Autumn in the
Smoky Mountains
7pm
Library

6

Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

11

12

Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

Police Comm.
6pm

Open House
Darien Historical
Society
1-3pm
Old Lace School

Spinning our wheels

A U G U S T 2016
MONDAY

14

Financial News

31
Farmers’ Market
3-7pm
Westwood Park

13
The Citizenship
Process Explained
10am
Library

18
Book Swap Party
7pm
Darien
Community Park

19

20

Retro Computer
Games
7pm
Library

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

The one-year anniversary of the S&P 500’s
all-time high took place on May 21.
Stocks have largely been spinning their wheels for
the past year. The S&P 500 has failed to return to
its May 21, 2015, record high for 12 months. Stocks
have actually been spinning their wheels for even
longer, considering the S&P 500 is at the same level
as it was on Nov. 18, 2014. Below we compare the
investment environment today to one year ago for some
perspective.

Market performance.

A year ago stocks were up 13% over the trailing
one-year period, compared with the S&P 500’s drop
over the past 12 months (as of June, 2016). Oil is lower
(but has stabilized), interest rates (based on the 10-year
Treasury) are down, and the yield curve is flatter. The
defensive utilities sector has topped the sector rankings,
while a year ago the leaders were more cyclical
(biotech-driven healthcare, technology, and consumer
discretionary). Stocks have been adjusting to a weaker
global growth environment for a year and we have not
seen much evidence to date that things will get much
better in the near term.

Sentiment.

25

26

27

Tech Talk:
Website Design
7pm
Library

Sentiment has been subdued for much of this bull
market, but has deteriorated over the past 12 months.
Fewer bulls (based on the American Association of
Individual Investors [AAII] survey) and lower consumer
confidence readings are consistent with market-based
indicators cited above that show slightly weaker market
conditions.

Employment.

The U.S. economy produced similar job growth over
the past year as it did the year prior. The economy
added slightly fewer jobs in the year ending May
compared to the year ending May 2015, but job gains
were sufficient to push the unemployment rate down to
5.0% from 5.4%. The job market has also been strong
enough to help push wage growth high enough to get
the Federal Reserve’s (Fed) attention, as evidenced by
the minutes from the Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC) meeting, released on May 18.

Inflation.

That wage growth over the past year has shown up
in inflation measures such as the Consumer Price Index
(CPI). The good news is the economy and labor markets
are healthy enough to create some inflation. The bad
news is fears about Fed rate hikes may continue to
create market volatility.

Fed policy.

A year ago, market expectations for the federal funds
rate at the end of 2016 were about 50 basis points
higher (0.5%) than they are today, based on federal
fund futures, reflecting a slightly weaker macroeconomic
environment. That translates to market expectations
taking about two rate hikes off the table over the last
year. The Fed’s expectations have contracted more
rapidly, falling 1.0% based on the Fed’s most recent “dot
plots,” but still exceed market expectations for the end
of the year by about two rate hikes.

Economic growth.

Send us your event
information!

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for September/October issue is
August 1, 2016
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

A year ago the U.S. economy was coming off of a
year-over-year increase in gross domestic product of
2.9% for Q1 2015, followed by 2.7% for the second
quarter of 2015, better than today’s level (2.0%) based
on first quarter 2016 data. Other key measures of U.S.
economic growth—the Institute for Supply Management
(ISM) indexes—have weakened slightly. Generally, the
economic growth outlook today is a bit softer than a
year ago.

Angelo Imbrogno is the president of
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
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Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748

City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000

ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466

City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8114

Comcast

630-995-3482

info@neighborsmagazines.com

Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106

Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888

Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-0855

Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664

Humane Society – Darien. . . . . . . . . . .  630-375-7976

Advanced Disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700

Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)

Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-8760

Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)

Park District

Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400, ext 122

