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A message from our mayor
“We cannot change our past. We can not change the fact that people act
in a certain way. We can not change the inevitable. The only thing we
can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.”
~ Charles R. Swindoll

A

nother year begins to come to a close for the City of Darien, and as the
holiday season approaches we reflect on what we are thankful for in our lives.
We sit around the dinner table with the great company of our friends and
family, anticipating another year of good health and prosperity. I hope each and every
one of you has also enjoyed a great 2012 and look forward to an even
better 2013.
At the City of Darien, we also have much to be thankful for. Our many summer
projects went extremely well, several vacant retail units attracted new great occupants,
and Chase purchased the property at 75th and Cass, netting the City of Darien a good
profit on the sale. While seeing through these projects has not always been easy, I am
confident the end result will be something the residents of the City of Darien can be
proud of.
There is additional information on the City of Darien pages (see pages 12–15), as well
as events all around the community. If you can think of any comments or suggestions
for the City of Darien as we begin reviewing for our upcoming budget, please contact
Bryon Vana, City Administrator, at 630-353-8114. Thank you for your continued
support of the City of Darien.

Respectfully,
Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor

All of us at Neighbors Magazines wish all of our Darien Neighbors a healthy, safe and blessed holiday season. Thank you for
letting us bring all the good news about Darien into your home.
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HOLIDAY
SURVIVAL GUIDE
by Peggy Capper & Mary Coyle Sullivan
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he holidays can be a
wonderful time, full of
parties, planning, and
loved ones. For many, however, the
holidays can evoke feelings of stress
and anxiety. There are endless todo lists, harried shopping trips and
countless obligations that fill minds
with worry. Fortunately, with a
few simple tricks, it is easy to take a
step back and celebrate the season
with a happy heart and to somehow
survive the holidays.

MAKE A GAME PLAN

The first step to surviving the
holidays is to slow down and make
a game plan. It may require a little
upfront work, but pre-planning can
save loads of time on the back end.
Although it may seem obvious, it
is best to write out everyone on a
shopping list as early as possible.
Solidifying the list early will make
it easier for shoppers to snap up the
6

perfect presents when conducting
everyday errands leading up to
the holidays. Those with access
to a smart phone can easily store
the information directly onto their
phone so that it is always readily
available. The next step is to
brainstorm gift ideas and to write
down as many options as possible
next to each person’s name. That
way, a shopper will have some
flexibility and a few backup gifts if
one particular present does not pan
out. Finally, one should create a plan
of attack. Ideally, one should try to
consolidate purchases into as few
trips as possible. Most can also take
advantage of extended shopping
hours during the holiday season.
Shopping off-hours or late at night
can mean fewer crowds and more
customer service when trying to
locate the perfect piece. Plus, all the
upfront work can make it easier to

cash in on sales, use coupons, and
tap into other holiday events to save
money in the long run.

BUY LOCAL

When shopping, local residents
should consider obtaining their
purchases at local stores. Buying
local is an excellent way to not
only find unique and thoughtful
gifts, but also a way to bolster the
local economy—a win-win. The
3/50 Project is a movement that
touts the benefits of local spending.
Consumers are encouraged to pick
three locally owned, independent
retailers and spend a total of $50
at each one once a month. It is
said that for every $100 spent at
these stores, $68 returns to the
community through taxes, payroll
and other expenditures. That
same money spent at a national
chain only yields $43 to the local
community and $0 if spent online.

There is even a “Look Local” app
available free for smart phones
that helps shoppers find fabulous
"mom and pop" businesses such as
retailers, restaurants, florists, coffee
shops, bagel shops, watering holes,
and B&Bs, to name a few. Clare
Bongiovanni, President and CEO of
the Darien Chamber of Commerce
is encouraging the community to
shop local and support local Darien
business owners. Take advantage of
the wonderful selection of retail and
restaurants in Darien this holiday season.

TAKE CARE OF HEALTH

Sometimes, stress is higher during
the holidays simply because there is
no time to take care of one’s health.
It is a vicious cycle: more parties
and indulgences, plus an increased
“to do” list, equals less time for
exercising and overall wellbeing.
Christian Fasano, exercise
physiologist and personal trainer at

Delnor Health and Wellness Center
in St. Charles, says that people
should try to stay on their regular
schedule as much as possible during
the holiday season. “It’s important
to not skip workouts too often when
things get crazy with shopping and
the holiday parties. If you go to yoga
regularly, then try to maintain your
workout, or if you get a massage
regularly, then try to maintain that.
It’s important to still take time out
for yourself.”
Fasano stresses the importance
of being realistic about the
holidays by creating a way of life
that is sustainable. “What people
should go for is a lifestyle that
they can maintain. If you go into
the holidays and you are trying
to lose weight, sometimes that is
an unrealistic expectation. Maybe
your expectation should just be
to maintain your current weight

because you don’t want to lose
out on fun events and feel like
you are sabotaging yourself. It’s
trying to make healthy choices as
much as possible and trying not
to beat yourself up about that fact
that you are going to splurge here
and there because it is the holidays
and that is okay.”
Fasano believes exercise is a great
way to reduce stress because it
releases endorphins, lessens
anxiety, and improves one’s
overall health and mental outlook.
“Sometimes, especially for women,
there is so much to do with
wrapping gifts, buying presents,
and all those things that go on with
the holidays. I think just taking a
moment out to put yourself first
so you can recharge your battery
and to be available for all of the
demands of the holiday season is so
important.”
7
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DONATE TO CHARITIES
Another way to manage the
hectic holidays is to focus on the
true meaning of the holidays.
Sometimes it helps to take a step
back and remember what is behind
all the hustle and bustle. There are
a variety of worthwhile charities
in the DuPage County area for
residents to roll up their sleeves
and get involved. At right are just
a few of the many worthwhile
organizations that can use a little
help—be it time or money—this
holiday season:

CHANGE MINDSET AND
HAVE FUN !

At the end of the day, everyone
has the power within themselves to
make the holidays festive or a flop.
However, sometimes things happen
that are simply out of one’s control.
When life’s unexpected events
happen, it never hurts to laugh and
to look at the big picture in stressful
situations. The holidays should be
a time to reflect on our inner spirit
and make sure that one is doing
everything possible to be a better
person. It is important for us all to
remember that life is the greatest
holiday gift of all.

8

PS - Sometimes, when all else fails, it’s okay to focus on one’s
“outer spirits” as well. Neighbors Magazines recommends
the Neighbortini!

Neighbortini

ingredients
1¼ oz. Stoli Orange vodka
½ oz. Blue Curacao
½ oz. cranberry juice
Splash of Sprite
Three cups crushed ice
One martini shaker
Two martini glasses
One bunch, white grapes
Biscotti or gourmet crackers
Favorite selection of cheeses
• Add one half cup of crushed ice
to each martini glass, fill with cold
water; set aside.
• Add two cups crushed ice to
martini shaker. Pour in vodka, Blue
Curacao, cranberry juice and splash
of Sprite. Shake vigorously for 30

seconds or until color is consistent
with the Neighbors royal purple logo
on your Neighbors Magazine.
• Dump out ice and water from
martini glasses. They should be
frosted. Add three white grapes to
each glass.
• Pour Neighbortini mix into each
glass. If shaken properly, the pour
will include a hint of ice chips.
• Serve immediately with crackers,
cheese, and white grapes.
Enjoyed best with Neighbors
Magazine
Double recipe for added reading
pleasure.
Serves two.

Local Darien Food Pantry
Wish List
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and
Our Lady of Peace
- Peanut butter and jelly
- Spaghetti sauce and pasta
- Tuna and other canned meat like
SPAM or chicken or ham
- Canned dinners: ravioli, spaghetti,
chili, stew
- Pork and beans
- Canned fruits
- Canned veggies, not beans or corn
please!! Mixed veggies, peas or
carrots would be appreciated this year!
- Rice, macaroni and cheese
- Potatoes, boxes or cans
- Soup
- Cake mixes, corn bread mix
- Cookies, coffee and tea
- Powdered laundry soap
- Toothbrushes and tooth paste
- Cereal, oatmeal, other breakfast items
- Also accepted: juice, juice boxes,
boxed milk
- Paper products, toilet paper,
- Kleenex and paper towel
Please note that we cannot use
institutional sizes of these items.

Human Services/Agencies
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Food Pantry
8404 Cass Avenue, Darien
630-852-3303
Our Lady of Peace Food Pantry
701 Plainfield Road, Darien
630-323-5409
West Suburban Community Pantry
6809 Hobson Valley Drive, Unit 118
Woodridge
630-512-9921: wcpinc.org
Lions Club of Darien
1702 Plainfield Road, Darien
630-258-7239: darienlions.org
Breakfast Kiwanis Club
P.O. Box 2111, Darien
630-968-0199
DuPage PADS
705 West Liberty, Wheaton
630-682-3846: dupagepads.org
Family Shelter Services
605 E. Roosevelt Road,
Wheaton
630-221-8290: familyshelterservice.org
Sharing Connection
5111 Chase Avenue,
Downers Grove
630-971-0565: sharingconnections.org
Community Support Services
9021 Ogden Ave.
Brookfield
708-354-4547
Community Support Services is now
accepting applications for the Canine

Care Assistant Training Program vocational training for adults with
developmental disabilities. This
newly established venture between
Community Support Services and the
Chicago Canine Club (CCC) provides
12,000 square feet of doggie daycare,
boarding, grooming and training.
For more information, please call
Sandra Ryan, Manager of Vocational
Services at
708-354-4547, Ext. 163.
Family Counseling Service
Family Service Association of DuPage
402 West Liberty Drive,
Wheaton
630-682-1802: metrofamily.org
People's Resource Center (2 locations)
201 S. Naperville Road,
Wheaton
630-682-5402
649 Blackhawk,
Westmont
630-682-5402
Hinsdale Community Service
Memorial Building
19 E. Chicago Avenue
Hinsdale
630-323-2500 Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
Assistance for Gas and/or
Electric Bills
630-407-6500
800-942-9412

9

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

HOLIDAY SURVIVAL GUIDE

The holidays are coming
— really make this year different
by Beth Lopez

The holidays are coming. Gift
giving, relative kissing, card sending
and credit card spending are about
to commence. For many of us,
the holidays add additional stress
not just to our psyche but to our
pocket books as well. If you find
yourself saying, “This year will be
different, I will not stress myself out
by overspending,” then it's probably
time to put a plan into action and
accomplish that goal. Here are some
very practical ideas for saving a
couple of dollars and your sanity
during the holidays:
• Group gifts—Never
underestimate the power of
numbers. I have a large family and
my extended family struggles with
what to get my children. I always
give them an idea on one large
gift for the group that averages
about $20 a family member. One
year it was a basketball hoop for
the driveway, the next year an air
hockey table.
• Frank conversation—For years I
struggled with what to get relatives
that seem to have EVERYTHING.
10

Finally my brother-in-law admitted
he never uses any of the gifts he
received and he would rather I just
focus my time and attention on my
adorable nephew. He finds more
joy watching his son open gifts than
receiving another tie, screwdriver
set or pair of socks. Maybe it’s time
to just talk openly with those adult
relatives and ask them if they even
want a gift this year.
• Potluck mentality—Aside from
the gifts, another huge outlay of
cash can sometimes be a lavish
meal for an army of relatives. Keep
in mind that everyone wants to
help and participate. Assign tasks,
ask someone to purchase the
wine or make a dish. That aunt of
yours that arranges flowers in her
spare time would LOVE to adorn
the table with something really
special.
• Shop the sales—Shopping
very early and shopping very late
in the season can offer great retail
bargains. You should never pay
for anything that isn’t on sale for
the holidays! Why? Because it will

be on sale…somewhere. Retailers
always overbuy in anticipation of
your spending dollar. They will
significantly discount items if they
don’t feel they are moving quickly
enough. Just wait for the sale.
• Sentimental Value—The most
memorable and precious gifts I
have ever given or received have
always been ones with sentimental
value. Clean out your grandmother’s
old china that has been collecting
dust in the basement and give
each grandchild a piece. Now
that china is a treasured heirloom.
Putting together old photographs
from a childhood vacation into a
simple but nice photo album will
be cherished for years to come.
Even current photographs of the
grandkids put into a calendar or
a storybook from popular photo
websites like shutterfly.com or
snapfish.com are simple, easy and
inexpensive.
• Don’t go into debt—Probably
the most important rule for the
holidays is to stay in charge of your
debt. If you don’t have the cash

right now, don’t buy it. Look at
alternatives. But most importantly,
don’t charge it! Remember this is a
one day experience, not a six month
investment. If you must use a credit
card, keep it down to a manageable
amount that can be paid off in
the next 30 days without interest.
Adding interest will negate any
savings you made on sales and will
continue your holiday stress into
the spring.
Focus on how you want the
celebration to feel. We all come to
December celebrating something,
but for many of us, it’s a different
celebration. Let your reason for the
season come out in every single bit
of your preparation. Ask yourself
if what you are spending a good
chunk of your time and cash on is
going to allow the true meaning
of the season to come through. It’s
time to think outside the box a little
bit. We know the holidays are a gift
giving season, but put some thought
into why the gifts are given and not
the monetary value.
Beth Lopez is a Darien resident. Read
more at her blog, theroadtofaith.com

City of Darien

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

Local business update
Sound business development is an important component of city finances
and improves the quality of life in a community. Recent business highlights
in the community are:
• Chase Bank will develop the vacant parcel at the SE corner of Cass and
75th Street. Building permits have been issued and the projected start date
is spring of 2013. We are confident that this development will spark future
development of the 2 parcels to the south of the proposed bank.
• Chucks Southern Comforts Café is planning to open in the vacant
building on Cass Avenue that previously housed Cornerstone Restaurant.
Chuck’s bank financing was approved this week. The City approved
an economic development agreement with Chucks in order to ensure
improvements to the property would also be completed.
• Wal-Mart will be expanding into a Super Wal-Mart Center. Wal-Mart
was considering expanding in Darien or moving to a nearby community.
After lengthy negotiations, a three party economic development agreement
between the City, Wal-Mart, and Inland was approved. The approval of
this economic development agreement led to Wal-Mart’s decision to stay
in Darien. Wal-Mart is the single largest source of sales tax in Darien,
generating approximately $900,000 in annual sales taxes.
There are many other ways Darien assists in business development as
well. Inland, the company that runs both Chestnut Court and the Darien
Towne Center, has said Darien is one of the easiest and friendliest cities to
conduct business with. Using the expertise of Inland and the responsiveness
of Darien elected officials and staff; collectively we have lured Jo-Ann
Fabrics, Ross Dress for Less and Oak Ridge Hobbies to Chestnut Court. We
encourage Darien residents to shop locally when possible as our business
community has many great services and products to offer.

Prevent water lines from freezing
All residents should take precautions to keep water supply lines in your
homes from freezing during extreme cold. You should let the water trickle
in plumbing lines or fixtures that face north or west exterior walls. This
helps to prevent water from freezing within the wall.
Additionally, the City would like to remind residents that if you are going
to be leaving town for an extended amount of time during the winter
season, that you should set the hot water tank to pilot and maintain the
heating system at a 60 degree range. We also encourage shutting off your
water at the meter and relieving the pressure from the pipes by turning on a
couple of faucets at the lowest point.

Citizen of the
Year search
begins
The search is on…it’s that time
of year again when our committee
begins its search for a very special
man or woman who has given
of themselves to make Darien a
“Nice Place to Live!” The Citizen
of the Year Committee is accepting
nominations for the 2012 CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR. If you know of
a person who goes “above and
beyond the call of duty”…is always
there when someone needs a
hand…and who has contributed to
make Darien a special place, please
write a letter to our committee
or fill out one of our official
nomination forms that can be
found any time during the year at
City Hall or at the Indian Prairie
Library. Nominations may also be
submitted electronically at
darien.il.us.
A nominee must be a resident
of Darien and cannot currently
be an elected official. Please
send your nomination to: Citizen
of the Year Committee, 1702
Plainfield Road, Darien IL 60561.
The deadline for nominations is
January 7, 2012. If you have already
nominated someone in the past,
that nomination is still valid for
consideration; however, we would
appreciate it if you would update
any pertinent information. For
more information please
call City Hall at 630-353-8102.

Stay up-to-date
on City News!
Do you want to receive e-mails
from the city with up to-date
news on special events, municipal
programs, and other important
issues? Then subscribe to the
City of Darien's email subscription
service, "Direct Connect!" To
subscribe, please visit the city of
Darien’s website at darien.il.us and
click on “Mailing List” on the
home page. You may also send
an email with "Subscribe- Direct
Connect" in the Subject line to
mwintermute@darienil.gov or call
Mary Wintermute at City Hall
630-353-8115. It’s a great way
to keep up-to-date with important
news!
The City of Darien is also now on
Facebook and is urging Facebook
users to become a Fan of the City
of Darien page. Simply visit the City
of Darien’s Facebook page or click
on the Facebook link on the City’s
website, darien.il.us. The Facebook
page will have updates on City
information and more!

Your elected
city officials and
city administrator
Kathleen Moesle Weaver,
Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona,
City Clerk
630-963-6248
Michael J. Coren,
City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana
City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer,
Alderman
630-969-3081
Tina Beilke,
Alderman 2
630-789-2597
John Poteraske,
Alderman 3
630-968-0199

CI T I Z
OF T EN
HE
YEAR

Joerg Seifert,
Alderman 4
630-789-8177
Joseph Marchese,
Alderman 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor
Alderman 6
312-961-9230
Halil Avci
Alderman 7
630-963-4260
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City of Darien
Recycle your holiday lights!
Don't know what to do with the old strands of Christmas lights that are
tangled and broken? Don’t throw them in the garbage - recycle them!
The City of Darien has again partnered with Elgin Recycling to offer
our residents free recycling of holiday lights! Last year Darien residents
recycled 1214 pounds of Holiday Lights. Not only did this keep them from
ending up in the landfill, the city made a profit of $182.10.
All light colors and strand lengths will be accepted. Items include
mini-lights (Italian lights), C7 lights, C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights,
and extension cords. (Please — no CFLs). From November 26 through
February 10 you may bring your lights to the Darien Police Department
lobby at 1710 Plainfield Road Monday thru Friday from 6am to 10pm, and
Saturday & Sunday from 7am to 3pm. For more information please call
630-353-8115 or visit elginrecycling.com.

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

Holiday Lights
Decorating Contest
The City of Darien will again
be sponsoring the Holiday Lights
Decorating Contest. Each year,
residents that put extra effort into
decorating their homes for the season
are nominated by their friends and
neighbors for recognition and prizes.
The first place home receives $200,
second place $100, third place $50,
and fourth and fifth place receive
$25. To nominate your own home
or another in your neighborhood,
call Mary at 630-353-8102 or email
mbelmonte@darienil.gov
Nominations must be received
by December 10. Winners will be
announced at the December 17 City
Council Meeting.

Holiday Lights Tour
The popular Holiday Lights Tour will be running on December 20
and 26, at 6:30pm and 8pm. The tour will be on school buses again this
year, and will run through the City, passing by each of the holiday lights
winners. This event is free and refreshments are provided. Because of
the high demand each year, reservations are given on a first come first
serve basis and limited to the first thirty residents for each tour. For
more information or to make a reservation, please call City Hall at
630-852-5000.
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Free Christmas
tree pick-up
offered
The City of Darien has partnered
with Veolia Environmental to
provide free Christmas Tree pickup again this year. On the weeks
of January 7 and January 14,
Veolia Environmental will collect
Christmas trees left in the parkway
on your normal garbage day. For the
trees to be picked up, they must be
free of all ornamentation, including
garland, lights, and tinsel. If the tree
is bagged, it will need a sticker to be
picked up. If you have any questions
regarding this program,
call 630-852-5000.

It’ll be here
before you
know it…. SNOW
Keep your sidewalks clean
Residents are encouraged to clear
their sidewalk after any measurable
snowfall this winter. Leaving snow
and ice on sidewalks presents
a safety hazard to children and
residents who walk to school, the
bus stop, or work. When sidewalks
are not shoveled, pedestrians tend
to walk on streets, which increases
their risk of being struck by a
vehicle.
When are the streets plowed?
The Public Works and Police
Departments check streets and
monitor a weather channel so snow
removal crews can be dispatched
out on the streets prior to snow or
icy conditions occurring. Trucks stay
out until all streets and cul-de-sacs
are cleared.
When is salt used on the streets?
Salt is spread on streets when rain
changes to sleet and ice or when
snow accumulation is less than
one inch. If there is more than one
inch, snow is cleared and salt is put
down. The City plows and salts all
intersections, streets and cul-de-sacs.

What are the parking
restrictions during a
snowstorm?
A “snow emergency” is declared
when snowfall exceeds one inch
during a 24-hour period. No
parking is allowed on any City
street when this occurs until the
snowfall has ceased and plowing
operations are completed. The City
cautions residents not to park their
cars in the street while shoveling
their driveways, since this impedes
snowplows trying to clear your
streets. Please shovel driveways
from side to side in order to avoid
placing snow in the streets and
ensure that garbage cans are not put
in the street during a snowstorm.
Will the City be able to plow
my street if there is a medical
emergency?
Anyone who has a medical
emergency should phone 911. The
dispatcher will contact Public Works
to ensure that your street is cleared
to enable a quick response for any
emergency.
Why doesn’t the City plow
certain streets?
Plainfield Road, Cass Avenue,
Lemont Road and 75th Street
are County roads and are plowed
by the DuPage County Highway

Department.
Frontage Roads are
under the jurisdiction
of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). Other
roads that are considered “private,”
establish plowing service contracts
via their management company.
Are any sidewalks plowed?
In order for residents, children
and patrons to utilize city
sidewalks to schools, shopping
and exercise parks, the city of
Darien maintains a policy of
plowing primary route sidewalks
through out the city. The city
utilizes two pieces of equipment
to plow approximate 21 miles of
sidewalks. The sidewalk operations
commence after one inch of snow
has fallen, and continue until all
the snow is removed from these
routes:
Clarendon Hills Rd from 67th
to 75th Street (both sides) 67th
Street-East of Cass to Wilmette
(both sides) Cass Ave-67th to
Frontage (both sides) Plainfield
Road-Route 83 to Manning Road
(both sides) 75th Street Route 83
to Lemont Road (both sides)
Manning Road-Plainfield to
75th Street (both sides) Fairview
Manning to 75th Street (both
sides) Bailey Rd-Plainfield to
Frontage (both sides) Frontage
Road-Bailey to Oldfield Road
(north) Oldfield Road-Frontage
Road- Meyers Woods Park If you
have any questions, please contact
Ashley at (630) 353-8105
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Martin Casey, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education

Robert Rzeszutko, President
Michael Overmann, Vice-President
Mare Chiaro, Secretary
Deborah Gaspari, Member
Eric Goldbranson, Member
Janine Kiwiet, Member
Claudia Manley, Member
schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Darien District
61 Educational
Foundation awards
record amount in
teacher grants

grant for her proposal titled “Make
a Statement,” which aims to help
younger students learn how to use
technology and also improve their
writing skills. Using iPads, students
will use an educational website
that serves as an online gallery
of their artwork—for friends and
By Dave May
family to see—where the students
t's a new school year, and Darien
will write an “artistʼs statement”
District 61 teachers have lots of
about their work. In her proposal,
new ideas on how technology
Hearth writes that the program “is
can be used to help students learn
a great way for students to boost
in their own way and even how
their self-esteem and pride in their
they can think differently about
work. Parents and friends have the
learning. The Darien District 61
opportunity to join a childʼs ʻfan
Educational Foundation is helping to
clubʼwhere supportive comments
bring those ideas into the classroom.
can be left for the student. Students
The foundation has awarded
have the opportunity to see growth
four teacher grants for the new
over the years to watch their art
school year totaling more than
and writing develop.”
$7,900, setting a record in the
The third-, fourth- and fifthnumber of grants and the amount
grade resource teams at Lace
of funding. In the past two years,
School were awarded a grant for
the foundation has awarded a
a program using iPads designed to
total of nearly $16,000 for teacher
increase student achievement. A
grants and student assistance, all to
small number of iPads dedicated
advance the organization's mission:
to the school's resource room will
To provide supplemental funding for
offer special education students
programs and initiatives to enhance
alternative tools in learning,
the quality of education for students
especially in reading and math.
in Darien Public District 61.
As Ann Centers, fifth-grade
“Each year has been better than
resource teacher, writes in the grant
the year before.
proposal:
It's great to see
“Technology
an increase in
empowers the
our ability to
engagement
award funding
of students
as well as an
in their
increase in the
learning. …
number of grant
For example,
applications
the iPad offers
received,” says Pictured left to right: (Back row) Andy
a powerful
Blumenfeld, Asma Akhras, Barb Finnegan,
foundation
interest
Kim Granback. (Front row) Liese Hearth,
chairwoman
incentive
Bonnie Bucholz, Michelle Greco, Nikki
Barbara
for students
Alessi, Ann Centers, Mary Govertsen.
Finnegan. “We
struggling
would like to carry this momentum
with traditional paper-and-pencil
forward, and we can do that with
academic tasks. The proposed
the support of the community.”
technology will offer innovative
Grant recipients for the 2012-2013
opportunities for learning through
school year are:
such activities as simulations,
Liese Hearth, art teacher at
animations and individualized
Mark DeLay School, was awarded a
guided practice sets.”

I

Nikki Alessi, a special education
teacher at Eisenhower Junior
High, was awarded a grant to
implement a program that will help
students develop their “executive
functioning” skills—such as strategic
thinking, problem-solving, time
management and goal-directed
behaviors. As Alessi writes in
her proposal: “Although specific
executive functioning skills are not
identified independently among
the state learning standards, they
certainly 'run behind the scenes'
of all learning standards. They are
the scaffolding that student minds
require in order to properly process
and store their learning.” The
program at EJH is intended to serve
as a pilot project for a curriculum
that could be adopted by the other
schools in the district.
Bonnie Bucholz and Michelle
Greco, third-grade teachers at Lace
School, were awarded a grant for
an expansion of a monthly afterschool program started last year
dubbed “Reading with the Stars!”
Through the program, a faculty or
staff member—the “Star Reader”—
introduces a favorite book, explains
why it's a favorite, and reads aloud
from the story. As a new twist this
year, local or regional authors will
also make guest appearances to
talk about their books and answer
questions about being a professional
writer. As Bucholz says in the grant
proposal: “We hope to help foster
the studentsʼ love for reading by
faculty and staff modeling our own
love and excitement for reading books.”
This year's grants are the third
round of educational funding since
the foundation was established in
2009. Last year, three grants were
awarded totaling $5,400.
Please consider making a
tax-deductible donation to help
the foundation continue to fund
additional programs for District
61 students in the years to come.
For more information, visit
darien61foundation.org.

Staff members attain perfect attendance

Savings Bonds are awarded to those staff members attaining
perfect attendance. This yearʼs recipients are: Tony Coglianese,
Andrea Behegan-Gough, Janet Boslett, Donna Adams, Kathy
Spencer, Joseph Polasek, and Bill Heimer. (Not pictured:
Dorothy Kowynia, Roberta Hall, Gene Lepic)

Board recognizes 30 years of service

Janice Brooks, ELL/Reading teacher at Mark DeLay has
been teaching in District for 30 years. Bob Rzeszutko, Board
of Education President, presented Janice with a plaque.

Crystal apples mark 15 years of service

Mike Fitzgerald, EJH Principal, MaryAnn Tanouye, Resource
Aide at Lace, Mary Lang, Superintendent's Secretary, & Sally
Misiora, Art Teacher at Lace, received crystal apples from
Bob Rzeszutko for 15 years of service.
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Local teen leads
beautification
project in pursuit of
highest Boy Scout
achievement
by: Mary Andersen
Krzysztof Bzydyk, a local Darien
resident and former District #61
student, has been a scout since 3rd
grade. He initially joined because
his good friend was joining. The
longer he stuck with it, the more he
realized it could help him and his
community. He is now a senior at
Downers Grove South High School
and his current level is Life Scout,
the level right below Eagle Scout. He
is embarking on his service project
to become an Eagle Scout, the
highest level in
scouting. This is a
dream that he is
looking forward
to seeing come
true but Krzysztof
needed to find
a service project
that included at
least 150 hours
after >
of service. On
an afternoon in
spring 2012, he
was picking up his sister at Mark
DeLay School, and inspiration
struck! On the south side of
the school, he saw the need for
beautification.
He had estimated having 25
volunteers to help complete the
work. He wasn't worried about
finding enough volunteers. Fellow
scouts help each other out.
Part of this project was planning
and establishing a budget. Krzysztof
spoke with Mrs. Lisa Kompare, the
Mark DeLay principal. The school
covered the cost of the wood chips
and plants.
18

said. “There is summer camp, rifle
Krzysztof thought he would go
and shotgun shooting, small boat
one step further. He spoke with the
manager at the Darien Home Depot, sailing, water sports, wilderness
survival, and those are just some
and they donated 35 plants to his
of the activities. Boy Scouts is about
project. They also sold him 30
becoming a ruggedʼ individual. You
additional plants at half price. The
learn how to fend for yourself.
mulch came from Block Lumber
There is something satisfying about
Mill. Everything was tax exempt
because it was a service project. The knowing that when you leave
the Scouts, you can, and will be
goodwill didn't stop there. Papa
successful on your own.”
Passerosʼand Buona Beef,
both in Darien, donated food for
the volunteers.
This project took two days to
complete. September 29 was
removal day. Krzysztof had
Anti-bullying and
landscaping plans and graphs
positive behavior
September 30 was the day for
highlighed in two
planting, laying out the landscape
fabric and mulching.
new programs at
This included the mulch on the
Eisenhower J.H.
south and north playgrounds and
the south side doors near the
by Michael Fitzgerald
playground. On the north side of
It has been a great start to the
the school, by the kindergarten
school year at Eisenhower Junior
recess doors,
High and part of the reason is two
he planted
exciting new programs that have
flowers and
been implemented.
< before
new shrubs
One of the programs is called
and mulched
ABC (anti-bullying committees) that
all planted
allow small groups of students to
areas. He also
meet with teachers once a month
tore out old
to discuss bullying and character
bushes. On
education issues. Student groups
the south side,
meet at the end of the day with the
old bushes
intent of covering two topics. One
were removed,
topic will cover an anti-bullying
existing plants were divided and
issue and the other will focus on
transplanted, and new ones added.
character education. The topics have
The work was broken up into
been pre-selected and lesson plans
teams. The team leaders were given
have been developed for all of the
instructions to pass on to their team. teachers. So far the topics have been
On the days of work, Krzysztof
“What is Bullying?”, Respect, and
oversaw everything and answered
Strategies on responding to Bullying.
questions. He admitted that this was Some of the future topics include
a lot of work, and he was anxious to cyber-bullying, safety, tolerance,
see it through. He knows that it will
diversity, rumors, pride, discipline
ultimately benefit his future, while
and citizenship. The goals of this
beautifying the community.
program are to educate the students
Boy Scouts of America is more
and create an awareness of issues
than just tying knots.
they will face. This also provides
“You get to do a lot of really cool
students with another adult that
things as a Boy Scout,” Krzysztof
they can trust and turn to if they are

having a problem at school.
The second program being
implemented this year is called PBIS
(Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports). This program is
based on the theory of:
1. Teaching students how we
would like them to behave at school
2. Expecting students to behave
that way at school
3. Rewarding students for
behaving that way at school
PBIS focuses on positive behaviors
instead of negative ones.
EJH rewards students for
displaying our 3 values: We are
calling it “The General Way” since
we are the Eisenhower Generals!
• Be Respectful
• Be Responsible
• Be Safe
The students are rewarded with
ʻGeneral Couponsʼ when they
display our values. Once their
Homeroom class reaches a goal,
they get a class reward. Rewards
range from 20 minutes of outside
play, 20 minutes of Tech Time, and
being allowed to wear a hat for a
day. The goals get more challenging
as the quarter goes on.
The entire EJH staff is involved in
this program.
“Students are motivated to be
successful at school, and we have
seen the number of our detentions
and discipline situations highly
reduced since implementing this
program.”
**Local businesses are invited to donate
coupons or certificates to our PBIS
program for student rewards.
Michael Fitzgerald is the principal of
Eisenhower Junior High School.

2012 - 2013 School Calendar
Aug. 20
Aug. 21
Aug. 22
Aug. 23
Sept. 3
Sept. 21
Oct. 8
Oct. 31
Nov. 2
Nov. 19
Nov. 20

Volunteer Workshops for Teaching Staff/
New Teachers’ Workshop
Teachers’ Institute
Teachers’ Institute
First Day of Attendance (Full Day of Attendance)
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Parent-Teacher Conferences—12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm/
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm—NO SCHOOL

Nov. 21–23
Dec. 21
Jan. 7
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 25
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 18
Mar. 8
Mar. 11
Mar. 22
Apr. 1
Apr. 12
May 3
May 27
May 30

May 31*
June 3-6*

Thanksgiving Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8–11am
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hours of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Last Day of Attendance (Full Day of Attendance)
Final Report Cards Issued
*These days will be declared Local Holidays if no days
are required for closing school during the year due to an
emergency. If these days are not required then the last day
of pupil attendance will be as shown above.
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Thank you, Darien!
The Darien Chamber of Commerce would
like to thank the City of Darien, Darien Police
Department and the Darien Park District for all
their support to our 25th Annual DarienFest.
We would also like to thank all of our wonderful
Sponsors and Volunteers for their continued
support.
Thank you!
We would like to acknowledge the following
organizations especially the Darien Lions Club for
running the beer tent, Darien Woman’s Club for
running the ID Tent & Beer Ticket Sales, Darien
Hornets for monitoring the South Parking lots, the
WHBCD Kiwanis Breakfast Club for monitoring
the North Parking lot and Darien VFW Post 2838 &
Hinsdale South Marching Band for all their help with
the Opening Ceremony.
Thank you to Brian Broderick from Carriage Greens
for supplying the Golf Carts, ETS Equipment for water
hook up and Neighbors of Darien Magazine for the
wonderful DarienFest Insert.

Chamber sponsors Darien Days and the Holiday Expo

Also, a special thank you to Indian Prairie Library and
Hinsdale South High School for allowing us to use the
parking lot for the weekend.
The DarienFest committee works countless hours in
preparing and executing this wonderful community
event, thank you to all committee members and to all
that participated!
A heartfelt thank you to the KeyBoard Touch for
sponsoring the Main Stage and presenting Darien Idol
and Battle of The Bands. Congratulations to all the
contestants that participated in Darien Idol and Battle of
The Bands, they brought much joy to the Fest this year.

The Darien Chamber of
Commerce is sponsoring a weeklong celebration, November 25–
December 2. Participating Darien
businesses will have coupons and
special offers to entice customers.
Find them on the Chamber’s
website. Local schools will also
display student artwork and perform
holiday music throughout the
week at Darien businesses. The
celebration ends with the second

annual
Holiday
Expo at Lace
School and
the Darien
Historical
Society Tree
Lighting
Ceremony.
See page 30
for Holiday Expo details.

Congratulations to the Darien Chamber Excellence Awards finalists
The winner will be announced on November 15 at the 2012 Awards
Luncheon. Good Luck to All!
• Barbara’s Elegant Touch Staffing, Inc. • Edward Jones—Tim Werner
• Blue Diamond Wealth Management • State Bank of Countryside
• Darien Historical Society

Darien’s 2012 Citizens of the Year lead the pledge

Darien Idol judges Andrew Salgado, Frank Pappalardo, Idol
winner Gianna Marie Scumaci, judge Andy Cerone, judge
and Main Stage sponsor Lori Graves of KeyBoard Touch.

Congratulations to Darien’s own Idol,
Gianna Marie Scumaci

DarienFest’s new entertainment line-up was a great
success including the selection of the Darien Idol. Other
finalists in the contest were Maura Carr, Angelica
Jungman, Gisselle Cervantes, Emily Dahowski, Claire
Wagner, Elizabeth O’Neill, and Jim Ladd. The contest
was sponsored by KeyBoard Touch.

Meet and greet the Mayor
The City of Darien is proud to announce a new event.
Meet with Mayor Kathleen Weaver on the third Monday
of each month at City Hall, 1702 Plainfield Road. Mayor
Weaver will meet with Darien residents from 6–7pm
November 19 and December 17. Share your thoughts
and suggestions and catch up on the latest news from
the City of Darien.

game changer

Robert and Charleen
Vuillaume, Darien’s 2012
Citizens of the Year, led the
Pledge of Allegiance at the
Chamber’s State of the City
event, held at Ashton Place
on Sept. 20. The Vuillames
established The Gift of Carl
Foundation in honor of their
son, Carl. The foundation has
provided over $100,000 in
scholarships, grants and other
enrichment programs to Darien
area youth.

small and mid-sized businesses
with targeted marketing and
design services encompassing
print, direct mail, social media
and web. From helping a
client define image and target
audience to facilitating full-

Upcoming Events
November 15
Darien Chamber Excellence
Awards
11:30am
Bobak’s Signature Events
November 28
WIB Polka Dot Luncheon
11:30am
Holiday Inn & Suites, Carol Stream
November 28
Citizens Financial Bank BAH
5pm

iima productions provides

scale marketing plans, iima
productions delivers results.

November 25–December 2
Darien Days
December 2
Holiday Expo
2-6pm
DHS Tree Lighting Ceremony
4pm
December 11
Darien Chamber Holiday
Party
5:30pm
Carriage Greens
Country Club

ii ma\eye ma\ n

knows marketing
2849 83rd Street, Suite 115
Darien, Illinois 60561
630.985.4935

w w w.iim apr o du ct io ns.co m

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Good Neighbor

Cancer Smashers are all winners
by Mary Coyle Sullivan
For the last 16 months there has
been a group of young citizens
working hard to raise money to
help smash cancer and find a cure.
They are a group of kids that have
all been touched by the horrible
disease, cancer, in one way or
another. They have lost family,
friends, and other loved ones to
this disease and they have become
motivated to actually DO something
about it. Spearheaded by Beth
and Danny Tischler and their four
children, local kids ages 10 to 17
years old, have volunteered at the
H Foundation's Goombay Bash that
raises money for cancer research for
the Robert H. Lurie Cancer Center.
With the help of Tara O’Rourke and
Dina Provenzano, many of the kids
are in their fourth and fifth year of
volunteering, some have worked
even longer! They were so inspired
by the excitement of the event, and
the power that one volunteer has,
that they decided to form a junior

group
of the H
Foundation.
They call
themselves
the Cancer
Smashers.
The Cancer
Smashers
have been meeting on a regular
basis since August and the kids have
come up with some fantastic ideas
to raise funds and awareness for
cancer research. The community
and schools are buzzing with
excitement!
This past winter students in
District 61 and District 66 raised
$22,676.96 in a friendly rivalry to
help fund cancer research. All of
the money raised will go directly
to the Lurie Center, organizer Beth
Tischler said. For this fundraiser,
students sold paper fists for $1
during their lunch hours. With
the help of the student councils at
the schools, the Cancer Smasher
volunteers made posters, cut out the

Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien

fists and posted them on the walls—
all 22,000+. “It was so important for
the kids to put their fists up on the
walls for everyone to see,” Tischler
said. “They really took ownership in
this fundraiser which is why I think
it was such a success. I am really
blown away at the amount some
people brought in.” And thanks to
the fundraiser, the Cancer Smashers
are getting attention beyond Darien,
too. CBS 2 featured the fundraiser,
as well as a January 20 kick-off
assembly, on its 10pm newscast.
In a time when it seems fewer
and fewer people volunteer their
time because everyone is so busy,
it is refreshing to see such a young
group of selfless people. The fact
that they are children is even more
rewarding! Cancer Smashers will
be the next generation of the H
Foundation and the fighters intend
to bring cancer down 100%.
For more information and to get
involved visit cancersmashers.com or
call Beth at 630-363-4289.

Happy Birthday Darien!

The City of Darien celebrates its 43rd birthday on
December 13.

The Nutcracker returns to the Tivoli

For almost two decades Midwest Ballet Theatre, a
not-for-profit pre-professional ballet company based in
Downers Grove, has produced a full-length, classical
version of “The Nutcracker.” See the production at
1:30pm Saturdays and Sundays, Nov. 10, 11, 17 and 18 at
the Tivoli Theatre, 5021
Highland Ave., Downers
Grove. Guest artists this
year will be April Daly
and Mauro Villanueva,
both principal dancers
with the Joffrey Ballet
of Chicago, returning
to the Tivoli stage in
the roles of the Sugar
Plum Fairy and Cavalier.
Choreography is by
artistic director Mim
Eichmann. This year's
cast is comprised of
MBT dancer Lindsey Thiesfeld
(Clarendon Hills) in the role of
dancers from Downers
Chinese in MBT's production of
Grove, Darien,
"The Nutcracker."
Clarendon Hills, Itasca,
Photo by Elm Photography
Willowbrook, Lombard,
Chicago, Lemont, Westmont, Wheaton and Hinsdale. For
tickets visit midwestballet.org or call 630-971-9751

Make a difference in your community
AARP Tax Aide is now seeking volunteers for the
2013 tax season. You don't have to an AARP member
to volunteer and even if you don't have accounting or
tax preparation experience, becoming a tax volunteer
may be right for you if you have a knack for working
with numbers. Income tax preparation and assistance
is offered free of charge to low and middle-income
taxpayers, with special attention to taxpayers age 60
and older. To volunteer, visit aarp.org/taxaide or call
1-888-OURAARP (1-888-687-2277).

Goddard School opens in November

22

The new Goddard School, Darien is committed
to providing the finest preschool experience for
children six weeks to six years of age. Caring teachers
encourage children to explore and learn through
hands-on activities. Goddard School offers year-round,
full- and part-time programs, including extendedday programs, from 7am–6pm, Monday through
Friday. To learn more call 630-985-7117 or visit
goddardschool.com/Schools/Darien-IL/Schools

Around the Block
Historical Society welcomes the holidays
Holidays aren't all fun and games but they have
an important place: Laughter enhances Survival! In
conjunction with "Darien Days," the Darien Historical
Society will offer both on Sunday, December 2.
Regularly scheduled Open House will be held
from 1–3pm with browsing time and questions
answered by board members at Old Lace. It's fun
to turn the pages of local history and hear stories
of yesteryear. The traditional "Tree Lighting" will
entertain all ages beginning at 4pm in front of
Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum. The "Holiday
Expo" on the adjacent school property begins at
3pm. Why not plan to spend time exploring gift
offerings at Lace School while your kiddies and
grandchildren play the society's back-to-basics games?
Here's your Park-Once Itinerary for December 2:
• Old Lace Museum: Visit from 1–3pm.; Copies
of "Images of America: Darien" will be available.
• Mini walk to Lace School to browse "Holiday
Expo" from 3–4pm for shopping and games.
• Old Lace "Tree Lighting" at 4pm with
Eisenhower Junior High carolers.
• Return to Lace School for e-z purchases high-lighted with
individual Santa sessions and scrumptious refreshments.

Second City comes to Hinsdale
Do you have electoral fatigue? Do polling numbers
and spin-doctors have you reeling? Then, The Second
City has the perfect remedy, Second City for President.
Don't miss this comedy revue that doles out laughter
at the expense of both sides of the aisle as well as
comedy that is decidedly unpolitical, uncensored and
unabashedly hilarious! This great night of fun is Nov.
2 at 7pm in the Hinsdale South Auditorium. For more
information visit hshsfoundation.org/second-city-tickets.

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
also a bake sale and raffle. This event, sponsored
by the ELC Parent-Teacher Group, raises funds to
purchase new equipment and supplies. If you are a
crafter or vendor and would like to reserve a table,
call 630-969-7987 or email elc@sjlcdarien.org.

There’s Singin’ In The Stacks at the Library
November 3, from 6:30–10pm, the Indian Prairie
Public Library hosts the IPPL Foundation’s fundraising
event “Singing’ in the Stacks” with music and dancing,
food and drinks, and karaoke. The well-known band
Bandaroke will be the stars of the show with a mix
of rock, jazz, blues, country, pop, and oldies. There
will be snacks and a cash bar. Must be 21. Purchase
tickets at the Checkout Desk during regular library
hours. Every ticket purchase includes an entry into
a drawing for a free, engraved brick in the library’s
Reading Garden, along with other door prizes. ippl.info.

Christ’s Mass is coming!
The Sunday School of St.
John Lutheran Church on
Cass Ave. will stage its annual
Christ’s Mass Program Dec.
16 at 9am. The pageant is
entitled “I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus.” The Gospel will
be shared through dialogue,
poetry, puppets and song.
The confirmation classes,
Praise Band, Cantata Choir,
leadership and small group ministry representatives, and
church members join the children in bringing glory to
God. Everyone in the community is invited to attend.

Celebrate “WhY” at the YMCA gala
Get shopping done before Thanksgiving
All are invited to the St. John Early Learning Center
(ELC) Craft & Vendor Fair Nov. 10, 9am–3pm. Each
year this extensive showcase of hand-made and
retail items provides the perfect opportunity to get
started on holiday gift lists. Admission is free. There is

Indian Boundary YMCA (IBY) presents its 4th annual
gala, “Celebrate WhY" Nov. 3 at Bobak’s Signature
Events in Woodridge. The Y will continue their
tradition of recognizing a Community and Corporate
Partner. All proceeds are used to provide financial
assistance to children, families and seniors unable to
pay the full cost of membership and programs. Check
out this exciting event at indianboundaryymca.org.
Dec. 14 from 6–11pm, drop off your child(ren) ages
3–12 with the YMCA staff professionals while you
do holiday shopping and preparation. Children will
participate in crafts, games, sports, underwater tree
decorating with Scuba Santa, holiday movies, rock
climbing and much more. Pizza and popcorn will
be served. Kids can dress in their favorite holiday
pj's. Please contact Shannon Payton, Senior Program
Director for any questions 630-929-2413.

Around the Block
Help the Darien Woman’s Club make the
holidays brighter
The Woman’s Club October meeting was dedicated
to Bunco for Breast Cancer. Members and their guests
raised nearly $1,000 for breast cancer research. The
Home Life is working on several community service
projects. Currently they are collecting travel size
toiletries and pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald house
at Hines Hospital at every meeting. As the holiday
season approaches there will be collections to help
needy families and a Giving Tree, coordinated with
local charitable organizations. The following items
are needed: decks of cards, note cards/pads, small
packages of tissues, mini game books such as Sudoku
and word search, combs, nail files, travel size Qtips.
darienwomansclub.org.

Lions continue food basket program
The Lions are gearing-up to collect non-perishable
food and donations for their annual Holiday Food
Basket program. Food basket distribution, done by
Club members, their families and other volunteers takes
place Dec. 22 from the headquarters of the Darien Park
District. The Darien Lions have sponsored this program
since 1976, and it has seen area families served grow
from 14 to over 200 in recent years. Lion Greg Ruffolo
is this year’s chairman and persons wishing to sponsor a
family or help out in other ways can contact him at 630280-4722. darienlions.org.

DARIEN
SUNDAY

N O V E M B E R 2012
MONDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1
Sprouts
10am
Cantigny

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

4

Daylights Savings
Time Ends
Toy Soldier Show
9am-4pm
Cantigny
Celebrate Y
6pm Bobak’s
Open House &
book distribution
1-3pm Old Lace

5
Grandparent/
Grandchild Bingo
Bonanza
5:30pm
Cantigny

Garden Tour
11am Cantigny
Muggles making art
6pm Cantigny
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Food Drive Hinsdale South High School

11

12

13

20

Growing Up Wild
9am-12pm
Cantigny
Darien Woman’s Club
7pm Swim &
Recreation Club
Lyric Opera Lecture
7pm Library
Date with History
7:30pm Cantigny

DWFD Heartsaver
CPR
6-9pm
Station 1 – Lyman
Ave.

a.m. mayhem for Srs.
10am Library
Wizard’s
Apprentice
6:30pm Library
Veterans Day
Luminary Tribute
7:30pm Cantigny
Y Sleepover 8pm8am (Sat.) YMCA

14

Fall Orchestra
Concert
Hinsdale South
7:30pm

27

15
Simply Snakes
6:30pm Cantigny
Fall Athletic
Awards 7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Crime Readers
Book Discussion
6pm Home Run
Inn Pizza

21

22

Turkey Bash Bowl
Tournament
6:30pm
YMCA

Happy
Thanksgiving

Board Meeting DWFD
6:30pm
Station 1 – Lyman
Ave.

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

26

Second City
7:30pm Hinsdale
South High
School

9

November 12-18

Thanksgiving
Centerpiece
Workshop
6:30pm
Cantigny

25

Singin’ in the Stacks
6:30pm
Library

8

Novel Idea Book
Discussion
7pm
Library

19

2

Sprouts
10am
Cantigny

7

Wellness Inc.
Screening
5:30-9am
YMCA

Chan Concert —
Andrew Sisters
Tribute 2pm
Library

“Keep the Wreath Red”

Resume Readiness
7pm
Library

SATURDAY

3
American Legion
Pancake Breakfast
7am-1pm
Cantigny
5K Run/Walk
9am Cantigny

10
Fall Craft &
Vendor Fair
9am-3pm
St. John Church
Mommy and Me
Spa Day
1-3pm
YMCA

November 4-9

Veterans
Day

18

Growing Grapes
1:30pm
Cantigny

6

Election Day

Women’s Wellness Week

The Darien-Woodridge Fire Protection District will
again embark on a campaign to “Keep the Wreath
Red.” This program emphasizes fire safety during the
holiday season. From the day after Thanksgiving Day
to New Years’ Day, a wreath will be placed on each of
the Darien-Woodridge fire stations. The wreaths will be
lit with all red bulbs. Each time there is a fire related to
the holidays, a red bulb would be replaced with a white
bulb. A wreath that contains all red bulbs indicates their
goal, a safe holiday season.

WEDNESDAY

28

Poinsetta Display
10am-2pm
Cantigny

Wigglesworms
9:30am
Cantigny

Fresh Greenery
Creations
7pm
Library

Date with History
7:30pm
Cantigny

Turkey Burn
8-11am
YMCA

29
Resource Partners
7pm
Library

16
Movies & More –
Stand by Me
10am & 7pm
Library
Freak Friday
Splash and Bash
6:30-8pm
YMCA

23
RU Game? DS
Pokeman
1:30pm
Library

30
Deaf Drama
Production
Hinsdale South
High School

17
Practice ACT
10am
Library
Club Saturday
Night
7-10pm
YMCA

24

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Financial News

QE3 has arrived

DARIEN
SUNDAY

D E C E M B E R 2012
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Celebrate the
Season Holiday
Festival
4-7pm
Cantigny

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

2
Brunch with Santa
11am & 1pm
Cantigny
Open House
1-3pm

3
Doodlebugs
1pm Cantigny
City Council
Meeting 7:30pm

Tree Lighting
4pm
Old Lace

4
Music Together
Holiday
Sing-A-Long
9:30-10:15 &
10:30-11:15am
Cantigny

5
Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim &
Recreation Club

Lyric Opera
Lectures
7pm
Library

6

7

Gingerbread
House Decorating
4:30pm
Cantigny

Movies & More – A
Christmas Story
10am & 7pm
Library

8th Grade
Activity Fair
7pm
Hinsdale South
High School

8

HANUKKAH
BEGINS
LEGO Train Show
9am-4pm
Cantigny
Breakfast with
Santa
9:30-11am YMCA
Live Wires Rec
Night 6:30-9pm
YMCA

Madrigal Dinner 7pm Hinsdale South

9
LEGO Train
Show 9am-4pm
Cantigny

10

11

12

13

Dapped Earrings
Workshop
6-8pm Cantigny

14
am Mayhem
for Srs
10am Library

15
Club Saturday
Night
7-10pm YMCA

Holiday Shopping
Retreat 6-11pm
YMCA
Underwater Tree
Decorating
6-8pm YMCA

16
Christ’s Mass
Program
9am
St. John Church

17

18

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

Holiday Concert
3pm
Cantigny
Swim Meet
5pm YMCA

23
30

NEW YEARS EVE

24

25

31

Merry
Christmas

Little One’s New
Years Eve Party
11am-12:30pm
YMCA

19

20

Girls Only
Afterschool Club
4:30-6pm YMCA
Board Meeting DWFD
6:30pm Station
1 – Lyman Ave.
Holiday Music
Concert 7:30pm
Hinsdale South

26

21
Freak Friday
Splash and Bash
6:30-8pm
YMCA

27

28

22
LIONS Club Food
Basket assembly
Community
Center

by Angelo Imbrogno
After much speculation and
debate, Federal Reserve Chairman,
Ben Bernanke, officially announced
the latest round of monetary easing
on September 13. Quantitative
Easing (QE) is an unconventional
monetary policy tool used by central
banks to stimulate the economy
when conventional monetary policy
becomes ineffective. In an effort
to promote economic growth and
keep interest rates low, the Fed
plans to purchase $40 billion of
debt instruments (mortgage-backed
securities) every month, until the
labor market quote “substantially
improves.” Will this latest round
of easing have a meaningful impact
on the economy? Let’s review the
timeline and effectiveness of
prior effort.
In the midst of the financial crisis
in 2008, the first round of QE
began. Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) levels fell into negative
territory and we began our slide
into recession. In November, the
central bank announced its plan to
purchase $600 billion in mortgagebacked securities (MBS). As the crisis
worsened, the plan was expanded
to include another $750 billion in
March of 2009. Over the next
year, the S&P 500 dramatically
increased nearly 46% before markets
experienced their first significant

decline in April of the following year.
Through the summer of 2010,
the Fed was concerned that the
economy was not growing fast
enough. In November it announced
a second round of easing (QE2),
this time to purchase $600 billion
of long-term treasury securities.
Domestic equity markets once again
rallied 14% through April of 2011.
As we entered the third quarter of
2011, markets began a dramatic
slide of 18%. A third round of
easing began, this time labeled
“Operation Twist,” in September.
Operation Twist had a combined
total of $667 billion in purchases
ending in June 2012 and equity
markets subsequently increased by
a rate of 21%.
According to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), quantitative
easing policy by central banks
has reduced systemic risks and
contributed to the improvements
in market confidence. Some
economists believe that easing led
to a rise in the stock-market in the
second half of 2010, which increased
consumption and produced a strong
performance of the US economy
in late 2010. Former Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
calculated that as of July, 2012
there was "very little impact on
the economy" and noted "I'm very

surprised at the
data.”
So has it
helped or
not? After
four rounds of QE and purchases
totaling an estimated $2.5 trillion,
the debates abound in regard to
its overall effectiveness. We know
the stock market seems to have
benefitted, but what about other
measures of the economy’s health?
How have unemployment and GDP
growth rates faired? According
to The National Bureau of Labor
Statistics, before easing began in
November 2008, the unemployment
rate was 6.5% and today measures
7.8%. The GDP growth rate for the
latest quarter of 2012 was an anemic
1.54%, when in 2010 we were
growing at 3.0%. Clearly, monetary
policy isn’t the only answer to a
stronger economy. Fiscal policy or
lack thereof, is also an important
factor and today poses a serious
threat to solid economic recovery.
As we near the Presidential election,
let’s hope both parties come together
to execute a balanced strategy to get
this economy and country back
on track.
Angelo Imbrogno, President Blue
Diamond Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through LPL
Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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The Darien Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring this week-long Darien Days holiday celebration. Visit selected
businesses and see exhibitions of student artwork from Darien’s schools and hear holiday music performed by Darien
students. The celebration concludes with the second annual Holiday Expo at Lace School and the
annual Darien Historical Society Tree Lighting Ceremony on December 2.

Support your local Darien Chamber Businesses This Holiday Season
ADC Engraving & Gifts
Alignitup.com
Mary Kay—Angela Norwood-Nikols
Aodake Sushi & Steak House
Arbonne International—Jennifer Staehely
Beijo Bags
Brookhaven Marketplace
C&S Sales Promotions
Carmelite Gift Shop
Carriage Greens Country Club
Celestine Salon & Spa
Culver’s
Dry Dock Inn
Dunkin Donuts
Edible Arrangements
Harry’s Sweat Shop
Home Depot
Home Run Inn
J Hutter Marketing
J. Vincents Day Spa & Salon
Jam N’ Jelly Café
Jet’s Pizza
Keyboard Touch
La Notte Due
Massage Envy

McDonald’s
Mi Hacienda
Millard Jewelers
O’Hara True Value Home & Hardware
Oakridge Hobbies & Toys
Patio Restaurants
Perfect Swing
Q Bar & Grill
Rosati’s Pizza
Sears Outlet
Send Out Cards
Shaklee
Shirn’s Barefoot Books
Smashburger
Speedway, 75th & Cass
Tai San Chef
The Cottage—
Once Upon A Time In The Real World
U. S. Cellular
Walgreens, 83rd & Lemont
Wilton Homewares/
School of Cake Decorating
Windy City Coin, Inc.
XSport Fitness

Visit darienchamber.com, for special deals from participating businesses!
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