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A message from our mayor
Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve.
–Napoleon Hill

On Sept. 26 we had our first annual Town Hall Meeting at Carriage Greens
Country Club with all the local taxing bodies in attendance. The event was
extremely successful, as all public service organizations were present to interact
with the public, answer questions, and discuss opportunities and challenges for our
community. I would like to thank the many residents that attended, and would
encourage others to consider attending future Town Hall meetings.
The question I most frequently receive at events such as the Town Hall Meeting
is about our economic development strategy. The City of Darien is fortunate to
have a stable business community, which helps to make the sales tax our largest
revenue source. We have been successful in retaining businesses currently in Darien
and recruiting new businesses by utilizing experts and stakeholders within the
community. Inland Property Management, along with John Manos, the owner of
Brookhaven Plaza, have worked closely with us to bring business to Darien. Jo-Ann
Fabrics, Ross Dress For Less, and Oak Ridge Hobbies selected Chestnut Court, and
Wal-Mart and Home Depot decided to stay in the Darien Town Center instead of
moving to another town, and Chuck’s Southern Comfort Café opened on Cass
Ave. due in part to our efforts. We will continue to utilize experts and communicate
openly and freely to ensure our continued success.
If you have questions or suggestions on any topic in the City of Darien, please feel
free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114. If you would like more
information on the City of Darien, please visit our website at darien.il.us

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
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Home for the Holidays
P hoto : USAMHI

A Christmas
feast prepared for
members of “H”
Company,
2nd Cavalry
stationed at
Fort Wingate,
New Mexico in
1895.

P hoto : USAM HI

Christmas mail
arrives at Bruvans,
France, 1917.

C

P hoto : USAMHI

Men of Co “B,”
4th Signal Bn,
X US Corps, prepare to
decorate the Christmas
tree at Bn HQ Korea,
Dec. 11,1951.

Sitting around a
miniature Christmas tree
and opening a Christmas
package are (front row,
left to right)
S/Sgt. John F. Suchanek;
and Pfc. Joseph G. Pierro;
and (back row)
Sgt. Charles M. Myrich;
and Sgt. Leon L. Oben.
All are members of
F. A. Bn., 3rd Div.
Pietramelara, Italy
Dec. 16, 1943.
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When the publishers and writers began
planning this Home for the Holidays
issue, we thought it would be relatively
easy to find families and service people
willing to talk about their experiences.
Unfortunately, we found it not to be the
case. Often the holidays elicit difficult
emotions and not every military vet
wants to talk about it. We appreciate
those families willing to talk and
understand those who want privacy.

hances are you know a
military family. Perhaps a
grandfather or uncle who
recounts stories of a war, a coworker who served in Vietnam or
a neighbor whose son or daughter
has been deployed one or more
times serving in Afghanistan or Iraq
or one of 150 countries around the
world where active-duty personnel
serve outside the United States
and its territories. Regardless of the
who, what or when—every military
family is affected emotionally and
physically when it comes to the
holidays. War is hell—and it doesn’t
stop for the holidays. It doesn’t
stop for Christmas, Hanukkah,
Thanksgiving or Passover. It’s a
difficult time for the soldier longing
to be “home” and difficult for the
family at home praying for safety
and looking at an empty chair at the
holiday meal.
The classic song “I’ll be Home for
Christmas” is not a fun song about
traveling through a picturesque
town for Christmas. The 1943
release of the song by Bing Crosby
is sung from the point of view
of a young soldier during World
War II, who wrote a poem to his
family with requests for snow and

by Mary Coyle Sullivan and Kish Pisani
mistletoe and presents under the
tree. However, it’s a song that ends
with “I’ll be home for Christmas, if
only in my dreams.”
Neighbors of Darien publisher Tim
Sullivan is a Vietnam vet and one of
the lucky ones who did get to “come
home” around Christmas (see story
at right).
Holidays are difficult for families
separated from loved ones,
especially those serving in military
service. Here are how some
celebrate this joyous occasion under
difficult circumstances.
The attack on Pearl Harbor by
the Empire of Japan on Sun., Dec.
7, 1941 brought the United States
into World War II. Michael “Mike”
Jozwik had returned to the United
States after living in Poland for over
15 years with his family. He was
called into service by the Army in
June of 1941 and soon would leave
his base at Camp Davis, NC for
San Francisco. On Christmas Day
1941, he boarded a ship to leave
for Pearl Harbor. The attack had
taken place earlier in the month
and he would soon sail the pacific
to provide assistance to the forces
and secure the harbor in hopes
of alluding future attacks. He had
celebrated many memorable holiday
seasons prior to his deployment
but this Christmas Day would be
one he would never forget. He was
away from his family in Chicago
and Poland now bound for Hawaii
with great uncertainty of what
they would find. When his ship
arrived in Pearl Harbor the situation
was catastrophic! There were still
bodies floating in the water. With
limited places to stay, the Army
set up a camp on the beach and
would soon be caring and feeding
the wounded. Mike’s job was to be
an Anti Aircraft Artillery Machine
Gunner. His team dismantled the
guns from the sunken USS Arizona
and used them at the entrance of
Pearl Harbor as protection. After a

On the morning of Dec. 25, 1971, we were on full alert at our
communications base in the small fishing village of Phu Hiep, Vietnam.
I was 20 years old, with just a few weeks left of my one year tour in
this war ravaged country. As a remote center for communications we
were a popular target of assaults, small arms fire and mortar attacks.
The morning temperature was a cool 90. In full combat gear, with flak
jacket, steel helmet, boots and arms (as a courier, I carried additional
weapons including an M16, .45 revolver, grenade launcher and knife)
six of us gathered around the three-foot synthetic Christmas tree that
my relatives had sent me a few weeks earlier. Anchored in the hot white
sand some of the thin plastic needles on that little tree drooped and
curled in the heat, while we sang “I’ll be home for Christmas.”

Back in Mundelein, Illinois, my mother
could not stop crying while the family
opened gifts. It was cold, 15 degrees, no
snow. This was not a good Christmas.
Around noon the base commander
read three names of soldiers who were
going home, immediately. I was one of
them. Under the combat alert, there
was no time to radio home. By late
that night I was on a Military C130
Hercules troop carrier plane on my
way to Seattle. I phoned home late on
the 26th or early on the 27th (I don’t
remember) to say I would be home on
the 28th.
The news was unexpected and a little
overwhelming. The family decided to
rewrap every present and put them back
under the tree.
In the afternoon of Dec. 28, 1971, I
walked into my home, and celebrated
Christmas Day with my family.
Tim Sullivan
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Home for the Holidays

year in Hawaii, Mike returned to
the US and was able to have a short
leave at Easter to visit Chicago and
see his family and the love of his life
Stella. They had just met prior to
his deployment and their romance
blossomed through letter writing.
After a tour in the extremely hot
climate and rough landscape of
New Guinea and the Philippines,
Mike returned home and was
Honorably Discharged after four
years. He was able to celebrate his

Antonio, Aris, Ippolita and Elisabetta Bifero

Stella and Michael Jozwik

first Christmas with Stella and plan
their wedding set for May 1946.
Through his years of service he was
honored with several awards and
commended for his service to the
United States.
Mike and Stella settled on the
south side of Chicago to raise their
two sons. They moved to Darien in
the 70’s and built a new home in a
promising suburb. They have been
blessed with five grand kids and two
great-grand kids and have enjoyed
many holidays and vacations with
them. Now 98, Mike recalls his
service days with vivid details and
precise images. Mike is proud to
have been a charter member of the
local Darien VFW. He continues to
enjoy life to the fullest!
One of the youngest servicemen
in Darien is 20-year-old Aris Bifero.

A 2011 graduate of Hinsdale South
High School, Aris knew from a very
early age that he wanted to serve
this country. He enlisted in the
Marines and graduated from basic
training in April of this year. He
continued on with specialty training
and now serves as a Private First
Class–Logistics Specialist at Camp
LeJeune, NC.
Aris comes from a loving and
supportive family full of tradition
and culture. The holidays are
extremely special and the family
gathers around the table to feast
on incredible food and share their
love for one another. His parents,
Antonio and Ippolita, along with
his sister Elisabetta, are hopeful that
he will take his seat at the table
this Christmas. He has requested
leave and plans to travel home for a

Darien is home to soldiers from every war dating back to WWII. The Darien VFW is
an incredible group of Vets who have found common ground in their connections to
service and post-war life. They gather regularly to spend time together socially and
doing various service projects. Their members come from all walks of life, just as they
did when they answered the call to serve our country on foreign shores. The members
gave of themselves then, and still give of themselves now. They are active members
of their churches and civic organizations, they support the youth of Darien, and they
show concern for those in need and will give a helping hand to those who are missing
a loved one this holiday season. Their current goal is to have a permanent home in
Darien for daily activities. Presently they have a temporary residence in the Center
Strip Mall along Cass Ave. between Plainfield and Lemont Rd. In March they will hold a
fundraiser aimed at getting them closer to their goal of a permanent post.
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Army Spc. Brian Sumler (front) and Pvt. Justin Forman, both from Bebe, AK.,
with Headquarters Company, 39th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division,
place candy canes on a real Christmas tree in Camp Taji, Iraq.

P hoto : Cpl. Benjamin Cossel, USA

wonderful traditional holiday with
family and friends. He looks forward
to his mothers home cooking,
familiar surroundings, the laughter
in his home filled with family.
This will also give him some welldeserved rest in the comfortable
surroundings of home. His parents
said that if Aris cannot come
home for the holiday they would
go to him—food and all! Since he
is stationed stateside that travel is
possible.
One local family, who wishes
to remain anonymous, has been a
lifelong service family. The father is
a Lt. Colonel serving our country
for 25+ years. With four children
still in school, they are active
members of the community and
have brought a tremendous amount
of awareness to the forefront of the
challenges and support needed by
service families. They have rolled up
their sleeves and worked on projects
and campaigns to assist their fellow
comrades in arms. Through their
work they hope to shed light on the
challenges facing military families
and raise awareness on what Vets
face when they return home postcombat. They are thrilled that their
family will all gather together this
holiday season and be able to ring in
the New Year since dad is currently
home! They realize many families
are not as fortunate and treasure
these times together.
Darien is home to the US Army
Reserve Center, located on south
Frontage Road. The 416th Theater
Engineer Command serves many
different functions for the Reserve
branch of the US Army. The men
and woman who work at the center
are fortunate enough to be living
outside a base. They look forward to
spending their holidays with family
and friends. The role of the reservist
has changed drastically since the
Gulf War when many reservists
were called into active duty. That
has happened repeatedly in the
last 23 years. The group of Army

specialists in Darien is prepared and
ready when needed. Many of them
look forward to holiday gatherings
with family and will travel home
during the holiday season.
Holiday traditions are
fundamental in shaping who we
are as children and adults. It is the
dream of many to be home for
the holidays! Neighbors of Darien
Magazine wishes each and every
one of you the happiest of holidays.
Whether you gather near or far,
please enjoy one another and savor
the freedom our service men and
women continue to fight for each
day.

Save the date…
The Darien VFW 2838, is holding a
fundraising concert and optional
dinner on Sat., March 22, 2014. The
concert features Shawn Klush, a
renowned Elvis Presley impersonator,
along with other Las Vegas quality
performers. There will be a raffle with
$1,350 in cash prizes, a live auction
of sports memorabilia, many fun and
unique raffle items and cash bar as
well. Be sure to plan on attending this
worthwhile event!
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Enter the Holiday Lights Decorating Contest

It’ll be here before
you know it…SNOW

Keep your sidewalks clean

Residents are encouraged to clear their sidewalk after
any measurable snowfall this winter. Leaving snow and
ice on sidewalks presents a safety hazard to children
and residents who walk to school, the bus stop, or work.
When sidewalks are not shoveled, pedestrians tend
to walk on streets, which increases their risk of being
struck by a vehicle.

Will the city be able to plow my street if there is
a medical emergency?

Anyone who has a medical emergency should phone
911. The dispatcher will contact Public Works to ensure
that your street is cleared to enable a quick response for
any emergency.

Why doesn’t the city plow certain streets?

The Public Works and Police Departments check
streets and monitor a weather channel so snow removal
crews can be dispatched out on the streets prior to
snow or icy conditions occurring. Trucks stay out until
all streets and cul-de-sacs are cleared.

Plainfield Rd., Cass Ave., Lemont Rd. and 75th St.
are county roads and are plowed by the DuPage
County Highway Department. Frontage roads are
under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). Other roads that are considered
“private,” establish plowing service contracts via their
management company.

When is salt used on the streets?

Are any sidewalks plowed?

When are the streets plowed?

Salt is spread on streets when rain changes to sleet
and ice or when snow accumulation is less than one
inch. If there is more than one inch, snow is cleared
and salt is put down. The city plows and salts all
intersections, streets and cul-de-sacs.

What are the parking restrictions during a
snowstorm?

A “snow emergency” is declared when snowfall
exceeds one inch during a 24-hour period. No parking
is allowed on any city street when this occurs until
the snowfall has ceased and plowing operations are
completed.
The city cautions residents not to park their cars in
the street while shoveling their driveways, since this
impedes snowplows trying to clear the streets.
Please shovel driveways from side to side in order
to avoid placing snow in the streets and ensure
that garbage cans are not put in the street during a
snowstorm.
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In order for residents, children and patrons to utilize
city sidewalks to schools, shopping and exercise parks,
the City of Darien maintains a policy of plowing
primary route sidewalks throughout the city.
The city utilizes two pieces of equipment to plow
approximate 21 miles of sidewalks. The sidewalk
operations commence after one inch of snow has fallen,
and continue until all the snow is removed from these
routes:
Clarendon Hills Rd. from 67th to 75th St. (both sides)
67th St.—east of Cass to Wilmette (both sides)
Cass Ave–67th to Frontage (both sides)
Plainfield Rd.—Route 83 to Manning Rd. (both sides)
75th St. Route 83 to Lemont Rd. (both sides)
Manning Rd.–Plainfield to 75th St. (both sides)
Fairview Manning to 75th St. (both sides)
Bailey Rd.–Plainfield to Frontage (both sides)
Frontage Rd.–Bailey to Oldfield Rd. (north)
Oldfield Rd.–Frontage Rd.–Meyers Woods Park
If you have any questions, please contact Ashley at
630-353-8105.

The City of Darien will again
be sponsoring the Holiday Lights
Decorating Contest. Each year,
residents that put extra effort
into decorating their homes for
the season are nominated by
their friends and neighbors for
recognition and prizes. The first
place home receives $200, second
place $100, third place $50, and
fourth and fifth place receive $25.
To nominate your own home or
another in your neighborhood, call
Mary at 630-353-8102 or e-mail
mbelmonte@darienil.gov.
Nominations must be received by
Dec. 9. Winners will be announced
at the Dec. 16 City Council
meeting.

Take the Holiday Lights Tour
The popular Holiday Lights Tour will run Dec. 18
this year. The tour will be on school buses, and will
go through the city, passing by each of the holiday
lights winners. This event is free and refreshments

are provided. Because of the high demand each year,
reservations are given on a first come first serve basis.
To make a reservation, please call the city hall at
630-852-5000.

Recycle your holiday lights
Don’t know what to do with
the old strands of Christmas lights
that are tangled and broken? Don’t
throw them in the garbage—recycle
them! The City of Darien has again
partnered with Elgin Recycling to
offer our residents free recycling
of holiday lights! Last year Darien
residents recycled 1873 pounds
of holiday lights. Not only did this
keep them from ending up in the
landfill, the city made a profit of
$280.95.

All light colors and strand lengths
will be accepted. Items include
mini-lights (Italian lights), C7 lights,
C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights,
and extension cords (please—no
CFLs). From Nov. 18 through Feb.
7 you may bring your lights to the
Darien Police Department lobby at
1710 Plainfield Rd. Mon.–Fri. from
7am–7pm, and Sat. & Sun. from
7am–3pm. For more information
please call 630-353-8115 or visit
elginrecycling.com.

Live Christmas tree pickup scheduled
The City of Darien has partnered with Advanced
Disposal to provide free Christmas tree pick-up again
this year. The weeks of January 6 & 13, Advanced
Disposal will collect live Christmas trees left in the
parkway on your normal garbage day. For the trees to
be picked up, they must be free of all ornamentation,
including garland, lights, and tinsel. If the tree is bagged,
it will need a sticker to be picked up. If you have any
questions regarding this program, call 630-852-5000.
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The search is on

The search is on…it’s that time of year again when our
committee begins its search for a very special man or
woman who has given of themselves to make Darien a
“Nice Place to Live!”
The Citizen of the Year Committee is accepting
nominations for the 2014 Citizen of the Year. If you
know of a person who goes “above and beyond the call
of duty”…is always there when someone needs a hand…
and who has contributed to make Darien a special
place, please write a letter to our committee or fill out
one of our official nomination forms that can be found
any time during the year at city hall or at the Indian
Prairie Library. Nominations may also be submitted
electronically at darien.il.us.
A nominee must be a resident of Darien and
cannot currently be an elected official. Please send
your nomination to: Citizen of the Year Committee,
1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien IL 60561. The deadline
for nominations is Jan. 7, 2014. If you have already
nominated someone in the past, that nomination is still
valid for consideration; however, we would appreciate it
if you would update any pertinent information.
For more information please call city hall at
630-353-8102.

Prevent water lines from freezing
All residents should take
precautions to keep water supply
lines in your homes from freezing
during extreme cold. You should let
the water trickle in plumbing lines
or fixtures that face north or west
exterior walls. This helps to prevent

Stay up-to-date on city news!
Want to receive e-mails from the city with up todate news on special events, municipal programs, and
other important issues? Then subscribe to the City of
Darien’s e-mail subscription service, “Direct Connect!”

To subscribe, please visit the City of Darien’s website
at darien.il.us and click on “Mailing List” on the home
page. You may also send an e-mail with “Subscribe—

Signs are not what they seem

Cathy Marchese was the 2013 Darien Citizen of the Year.

water from freezing within the wall.
Additionally, the city would like
to remind residents that if you are
going to be leaving town for an
extended amount of time during
the winter season, that you should
set the hot water tank to pilot and

maintain the heating system at a 60
degree range. We also encourage
shutting off your water at the meter
and relieving the pressure from the
pipes by turning on a couple of
faucets at the lowest point.

Tree trimming program begins in December
The City of Darien will be conducting their annual
Parkway Tree Trimming Program beginning in
December in the following areas:
Hinsbrook and Plainfield Highland subdivisions. The
boundaries are:
• Cass Ave.—east
• 69th St.—south
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Direct Connect” in the subject line to
mwintermute@darienil.gov or call Mary Wintermute at
city hall 630-353-8115. It’s a great way to keep up-todate with important news!
The City of Darien is also now on Facebook
and is urging Facebook users to become a fan of
the City of Darien page. Simply visit the City of
Darien’s Facebook page or click on the Facebook link
on the city’s website, darien.il.us. The Facebook page will
have updates on city information and more!
Nixle provides for the city to send out urgent and
emergency alerts via text messages.
To sign up for Nixle, visit the city’s
website and click on the Nixle icon.

• Clarendon Hills Rd.—west
ª Plainfield Rd.—north
To see a map of the areas to be trimmed please
visit: darien.il.us/Departments/MunicipalServices/
TreeTrimmingProgram.html
This year’s program also includes contract pricing
for the Private Property Tree Trimming Program to all
residents. The price for the private property program
is $65 per tree in the front yard, and $140 per tree in
the back yard. The contract also includes unit pricing
for private property tree removal and stump grinding.
Residents may contact Ryan P. Countryman, Homer
Tree Care, Inc. for private property work pricing at
815-838-0320 or via e-mail at Ryan@homertree.com
Residents that would like to participate in the private
property program will need to contact Homer Tree
Care by Feb. 15, 2014.
For additional information regarding the tree trimming
program please contact us at 630-353-8105.

The City of Darien occasionally
receives requests to install signs
warning drivers of the possible
presence of children at play on or
near the street in residential areas.
Concerned citizens often do not
realize that these signs are deceiving
and ineffective. Drivers already
expect the presence of children in
residential areas and studies show
that devices attempting to warn
motorists of normal conditions
or conditions that are not always
present fail to achieve the desired
safety benefits. The Illinois

Department of Transportation states
“Children warning signs should not
be used since they may encourage
children to play in the street, and
may encourage parents to be less
vigilant. Such signs also provide
no guidance to motorist to suggest
a safe speed. Motorists should
expect children to be at play in all
residential areas, and the lack of
signing on some streets may suggest
otherwise.”
The Illinois Department of
Transportation also states that other
word message warning signs such

as “Autistic Child, Blind Child, and
Deaf Child” are not recommended.
These types of warning signs:
• Do not describe where the child
might be
• No longer attract the attention of
a motorist after initial installation
• Have no legal meaning
• Provide parents and children with
a false sense of security
• Are often left in place after the
child is grown or moved
• Have proven ineffective

Darien Police Department reaches out to residents
The City of Darien Police Department would like
to reach out to all residents. We are always available
to meet with residents and community groups
that might like to have us come to their meetings

or events, whether it is a home owner association
meeting, block party, scouting event, etc. Contact us
with your request at ebrown@darienil.gov, or by calling
630-353-8133.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Tina Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
Nov. 4 & 18 and Dec. 2 & 16
13
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Business Manager
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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District 61 Foundation awards grant
to expand use of iPads at Lace and
Mark DeLay Schools
by Dave May
Whether it’s the Internet, Smart
Boards, tablet computers or other
devices, technologies are leading to new
advances in education. The Darien District
61 Educational Foundation is proud to be playing
a critical role in expanding access to these tools in the
classroom.
For the 2013-14 school year, the Foundation has awarded
a $3,500 grant to Mark DeLay and Lace schools for the
purchase of 10 iPad Mini’s—five for each school’s resource
rooms—along with specialized apps.
“There is no doubt that technology has changed the way children learn
in the classroom,” say Karen Pudil, extended resource teacher at Mark
DeLay School, and Terry Whaley, special education teacher at Lace School,
in their grant application. “Technology has altered how students engage in
learning activities, the format of the learning materials they use, how tasks
are completed, and how they demonstrate what they know. The way we as
educators design and deliver learning experiences, and what instructional
materials we use to enhance student learning, also have changed.”
New technologies are especially attractive and effective for students with
learning difficulties and disabilities. Use of iPads, which are already widely
available in all District 61 schools, has proved highly successful because
of the increasing number of apps available, including many designed
specifically for students with learning challenges. The apps help strengthen
reading, writing and math skills. And
they’re not only educational, they’re
fun!
The teachers say the extra iPads
are expected to help students make
progress on their individualized
education plans, as well as help schools
adapt the curriculum to meet the
new Common Core standards being
implemented at all of the district’s
schools.
To date, the Darien District 61
Educational Foundation, founded in 2009, has awarded nearly $20,000
in teacher grants and other assistance to students in the district’s schools.
For more information on the Foundation and previous grants, please visit
darien61foundation.org.

Happenings at Eisenhower Junior High…
Eisenhower harnesses
the sun
This year Eisenhower is trying to
harness the power of the sun to help
energy costs and more importantly,
to use as a tool for learning for
students. The idea started with
the Darien Rotary Club as they
worked with Dr. Carlo to find a
way to make this happen. Darien
Rotary along with The Gift of Carl
Foundation was instrumental in
finding the funding necessary for
the project. A grant was secured
with the Educational Solar PV
Program to pay for the project.
This led to discussions with science
teachers to put the plan in place.
After site visits, measurements,
placement discussions, and more
meetings it was decided that
Windfree Wind + Solar Energy
Design Company would install the
panels in two days towards the
middle of August. The southern
exposure in the front of the building
was chosen for placement of the
panels because it was best for
energy, visibility and increased
awareness of solar power as an
energy source.
Training will soon be provided
for the science teachers so that they
can use their computers, which
are connected to an electronic
monitoring device to monitor
the panels and pull a variety of
information off of the computer
through the web. This information
can be shared with students and
learning can take place. Eisenhower

Solar panels now supplement the power at Eisenhower Jr. High School
is very proud of the fact that we
work together with the outside
community to the benefit of our
school and look for ways for our
students and school to give back to
the community.

Students study 9-11
Eisenhower Junior High spent
time this year covering the events
of 9-11-2001 in their social studies
classes. Classes, led by their
teachers, did a variety of lessons
that contributed to a meaningful
day of learning. As an example,
in Mr. Stallings 8th grade social
studies class, students participated
in an interview assignment where
they talked with a family member
about their recollections, memories
or stories from that historic day. An

opportunity to share these stories
was provided and great discussions
took place in the classrooms.
Mr. Stallings said, “This provides
an opportunity to take history, that
usually deals with important people
like presidents and world leaders,
and bring it down to a very personal
level for students.”
One of the most important
aspects of a social studies class is
the ability to take events from the
past, learn about these events and
the stories they tell, while making
connections to how these events
effect the present and future.
Eisenhower is very happy that
the teachers and parents working
together are able to provide great
learning experiences for the
students.

Dave May is with the Darien District 61 Educational Foundation.
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Two “Roads” Scholars from Mark DeLay School
by Mary Andersen
Have you ever wanted to learn
about something so much that you
traveled halfway across the country
to do it? Well, that’s exactly what
two teachers at Mark DeLay did
this past summer. Liese Hearth,
elementary art teacher at Mark
DeLay, and Diane Neslon, Darien
61’s district librarian, learned some
valuable lessons this summer that
they are anxious to share with their
students.
Liese Hearth attended a
Crafting Freedom workshop
in Chapel Hill, NC from
June 27–July 2. The National
Endowment for the Humanities
sponsors this program and only
40 teachers out 180 applicants
were chosen. There were about
six art teachers, as well as general
education teachers, from all grade
levels. The focus of the workshop
was on nine African-Americans who
were both slaves or free before the
Civil War, and how they created a
better life for themselves. As stated
by Mrs. Hearth: “It is amazing
how much about the antebellum

is left out of our
textbooks when it
comes to slavery in
the U.S.”
Here are some
highlights of the
trip. They visited
Milton, NC where
Thomas Day, a
free furniture
maker, lived and
started a business.
He made pews
for church. They
stopped at the
Stagville Plantation
Diane Nelson, District 61 Librarian, shares lessons she
in Durham, NC,
learned with students.
where over 900
those pages.”
people were enslaved at one time
The final task of the workshop
or another. They also made a trip
was for participants to share how
to the Burwell home and school in
they would use what they learned
Hillsborough where they learned
within their own curriculum. Mrs.
about a slave girl name Elizabeth
Hearth plans on teaching lessons
Keckly. She eventually bought her
about Thomas Day, Elizabeth
freedom and even made dresses for
Keckly and Henry “Box” Brown.
Mary Todd Lincoln in Washington,
Look for these amazing projects to
D.C.!
appear on Mrs. Hearth’s webpage
One of Mrs. Hearth’s favorite
and to adorn our hallways!
parts of the trip was a day spent at
Mrs. Diane Nelson, our district
the UNC library.
librarian, participated in the Library
There were several
of Congress Teaching with Primary
real artifacts for
Sources Summer Teacher Institute
the teachers to
during a week in July. She was
look at and touch!
selected from a pool of over 500
Dorothea Lange,
applicants. The applicants for this
who is famous for
program ranged from library media
her “Dust Bowl”
specialists to school administrators
photographs, took
to classroom teachers. They came
one of the photos.
from many different states and
According to Mrs.
included large cities as well as rural
Hearth: “It was
communities.
very powerful to
Before Mrs. Nelson left for D.C.,
read letters that
she completed two online training
were written by
tutorials and a group webinar. Her
either slaves or their
application also included a letter of
owners. There was
recommendation from her principal,
a lot of emotion on
Liese Hearth, art teacher at Mark DeLay School works
with students
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Mrs. Lisa Kompare. The focus of
the five-day program was to work
with Library Education Specialists
to learn effective practices for using
primary sources in the classroom
and to explore the digitized
historical artifacts that are available
on the Library’s website. What an
opportunity! When students work
with a primary source, they become
engaged learners and can build
their critical thinking skills. It is
important for students to recognize
the difference between a primary
and a secondary source. The Library
of Congress has the largest online
collection of historical artifacts and
can access unique primary sources
for instruction in the classroom.
Mrs. Nelson shared several
lessons with her students that she
brought back from Washington,
D.C. One mission was to help our
students celebrate Constitution
Day on Sept. 17. Some students
looked at an edited copy of the
Constitution. They got a slice and
used a magnifying glass to analyze
and record their observations. Other
students put together a Constitution
puzzle on the SMART Board and
read the book Constitution Day by
Robin Nelson. One of the BIGGEST
things that Mrs. Nelson wanted to
bring back to her students was to
“think like a historian and go back
in time.” Using primary sources
teaches students how to do this. The
conclusion of Mrs. Nelson’s summer
institute will be to report back to
the Library of Congress in a webinar
in December.
We are very lucky to have such a
dedicated art teacher and librarian
in our building and district!
Mary Andersen is with
Mark DeLay School

Preschool screening available
Darien Public Schools District
#61 offers developmental preschool
screening to provide early interventions
for children between the ages of three
through five that are suspected to
have developmental delays or other
handicapping conditions. Children
experiencing significant risk factors
in their environment but not at risk
for a disability may be eligible for the
Blended Preschool Program.
Children are screened in five areas: vision, hearing, language
development, fine and gross motor and concept development. Children
identified through the screening process are referred for a full evaluation to
determine eligibility and program needs.
Children eligible for this screening must be 3 years of age by the screening
date. Only children residing in Darien Public Schools District #61 will be
screened.
Screening dates for the 2013–2014 year are:
Dec. 11, 2013.
Feb. 12, 2014
April 9, 2014.
For more information about screening opportunities or to schedule a
screening appointment, contact the building secretary at Mark DeLay
School at 630-852-0200.

We need you for the Superintendent’s
Advisory Committee
Are you willing to give one hour of time three times a year to get
and give feedback on District #61 issues?
Do you live in District #61’s attendance area?
Do you like to share facts and information you learn about your
school district?
If you answered “yes” to any of these question you are just the
person we are looking for as we create the Superintendent’s Advisory
Committee. This committee plans to meet three times a year from
7–8pm at a different District #61 school each time. We will begin
meeting in January once we have established a group of individuals.
If you are interested in being a part of this committee contact
Mary Lang, Secretary to the Superintendent, at 603-968-7505
with your contact information. Or you can send an e-mail to Dr.
Carlo at bcarlo@darien61.org. Include in the subject of your e-mail:
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com

Congratulations DarienFest winners!

Upcoming Events

Nov. 14
Darien Chamber Excellence Awards
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café, 11:30am
Nov. 20,
DWB Polka Dot Progressive Networking
Luncheon
Holiday Inn Carol Stream, 11:30am
Nov. 21
Caldwell, Coren & Sceggel new location
Ribbon Cutting, 5pm

Battle of the Bands winner Post Modern Banter with the judges

Darien Idol winner James Agena with the judges.

Dec. 1
DHS Tree Lighting Ceremony
Old Lace School House, 4pm
Dec. 7
Holiday Extravaganza
Home Run Inn, 11am

First Darien Town Hall
Meeting a success

The Sept. 26 event brought direct access
for Darien citizens to officials from the
City of Darien, the Darien Chamber of
Commerce and local taxing bodies.

Dec.7–14
Shop Local Shop Darien Retail Celebration
Week

Welcome new Darien businesses

Dec. 11
Darien Chamber Holiday Mixer
Networking Event
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café 5:30pm

Left, cutting the ribbon at
Cass Ave Motors

Right, welcoming
Hokkai Sushi Cuisine

Above, the ribbon cutting ceremony at
Old Vilnius Restaurant

Left, cutting the
ribbon at Wild
Orchid Salon
Right, opening
Chuck’s Southern
Comforts Cafe
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Visit darienchamber.com to view Shop Local Shop
Darien Preferred Deals at these participating Darien
businesses:
B & R Dentists
Carmelite Carefree
Village
Carriage Greens
Country Club
Chuck’s Southern
Comforts Café
Culver’s
New businesses added each month

Edward Jones—
Tim Werner
The Goddard School
Home Run Inn
Jet’s Pizza
La Notte Due
The Patio Restaurant
Q Bar & Grill
Zazzo’s Pizza & Catering

1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Darien Chamber
of Commerce
Holiday Extravaganza
Saturday, December 7
Home Run Inn
7521 Lemont Rd., Darien
11am - 3pm

Welcome new chamber members
Cass Ave Motors
8404 Wilmette Ave., #E
Darien, IL 60561
Jason Samhan
630-515-3555
Cass Ave Motors sells quality used cars. We believe fair
prices, superior service, and treating customers right
leads to satisfied repeat buyers. Find the car you deserve, priced to fit your budget. Shop our virtual showroom of used cars, trucks and suv’s online then stop by
for a test drive. Luxury Cars @ Wholesale Prices.
Family K9 Dog Training
Liz Huskey
630-862-5078
Family K9 specializes in the
training of the family dog, creating well-behaved pets
that are social and reliable, from puppies to grownups. Group classes are held in Darien and Westmont.
In-Home Private Sessions are provided throughout the
Chicago suburbs.
Hokkai Sushi Cuisine
2425 75th St.
Darien, IL 60561
Nicole Liu
630-427-9188
A new Fusion Japanese restaurant serving the most
popular hand-rolled sushi, teriyaki sashimi and tempura.
All you can eat only $13.99 for lunch and $18.99 for
dinner. Carry out orders available.
IL Representative Ron Sandack
633 Rogers St., Suite 103
Downers Grove, IL 60515
Lynn Bila, Legislative Assistant
630-737-0504
Representative of the 81st District which includes
Darien, Bolingbrook, Downers Grove, Lisle, Naperville,
and Woodridge. Please contact the office for assistance
with constituent services.
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Business Nuggets

An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien

Wilton Enterprises, headquartered in Woodridge
with a store in Darien, is the leader in cake decorating
inspiration, instruction and products. The company
is celebrating 85 years of making it easy to create
amazing cakes and charming sweet treats. The Wilton
story began in 1929 with one man's passion and talent
for making confectionery art, and resulted in a method
of dessert decorating that today has benefited millions
of people.

Darien native Andrew Salgado is this year’s Pepsi
Southern Original Competition winner! Pepsi Gulf
Coast Jam partnered up with Pepsi and Sonicbids in
hopes of finding the first ever Pepsi Southern Original
artist. Seven bands went head to head competing with
two original songs in front of a panel of judges, a live
audience, and a live Google Hangout On Air broadcast
audience of viewers from all over the United States.
After extensive deliberation the panel of judges
unanimously decided to crown Andrew Salgado the
first ever Pepsi Southern Original. Judges were highly
impressed with Salgado’s songwriting talent, unique
vocal ability, stage presence and felt he embodied a true
Southern Original.
Salgado started performing at the tender age of five
for his family and hasn’t stopped since. Some twenty
years later, following the proverbial long and winding
road, Salgado was challenged yet impressively overcame
learning disabilities and bullying as a youth. The gradeschool and high-school bullying was so frequent and
intense that Andrew now has made it a personal cause
to fight against it as an adult. Salgado hung tough during
his developmental years and found major strength and
support in his loving family, friends and music.
Congratulations to Andrew Salgado on being named
the winner of the first ever Pepsi Southern Original
competition and for all of his hard work and dedication.

Darien Historical Society’s annual “Tree
Lighting” event occurs on Sun., Dec. 1 at Old Lace
Schoolhouse, corner of Cass and 75th St. beginning
at 4pm. Join with carolers from Eisenhower Junior
High School celebrating the holiday season. Santa
promises to arrive and hear wishes indoors while tasty
refreshments are served compliments of State Bank
of Countryside, located on Rt. 83, Darien’s Good
Neighbor. Bring family and friends for a heart-warming
gathering.
Neighbors of Darien thanks its advertisers for
supporting Darien’s own community magazine…
Aldi, Inc.
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Cafe
Darien Animal Clinic
Edible Arrangements of Darien
Edward Jones—Tim Werner
Family K9
Joan Wayman, Inc.
King Car Wash
Lads and Lassies Pre-School
Modell Funeral Home
Our Lady of Peace School
Paladino Photography
Papa Passeros
Q Bar and Grill
RE/MAX Action Real Estate—Liz Moore
Realty Executives—Rosa Andersen
Republic Bank
Revive Your Lawn—Revive Lighting Associates
Robert Bair Plumbing, Heating & Air
Rooftech Systems, Inc.
Wild Orchid Salon

Around the Block
Historical Society salutes troops
Full honors are extended to the men and women
currently serving in the U.S. armed forces and warm
acknowledgements to their families from the membership
of the Darien Historical Society. Holiday separations
as veterans remember are particularly affecting.
In the past, DHS has offered recognition to Civil
War soldiers buried in local cemeteries and will
continue to draw attention to those who have
given their lives in the service of their country.
If you wish to receive the DHS newsletter,
membership is available by calling either 630-985-7779
or 630-964-6792 or by stopping in during Open
House on Nov. 3 or Dec. 1 between 1–3pm.

Woman’s Club kicks-off gift card fundraiser
Darien Woman’s Club
is conducting a gift card
sale just in time for the
Holidays. There is an
extensive list of stores
with cards available for
purchase in different
denominations. Incentive
money from the stores
goes back to the club to
help fund philanthropy
and scholarships. Cards
are purchased at face
value. Stock up for the
holidays! Contact Kaye
at kayeruddy@aol.com,
630-992-2147 or visit
darienwomansclub.org.
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for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
AARP Tax-Aide
needs volunteers
for the 2014 filing
season
Looking for a rewarding
opportunity to make
a difference in our
community? The AARP
Tax-Aide Program is
now seeking volunteers
for the 2014 tax season.
It’s not necessary to
be an AARP member
or have an accounting
or tax background to
volunteer, but some
knowledge is helpful.
Income tax preparation and assistance is offered
free of charge to low and middle-income taxpayers
with special assistance to those 60 and older.
To volunteer, visit aarp.org/taxaide or call 1-800-227-7669.

Halftime Tailgate Party at Our Lady of Peace
The OLP Social Committee announces its annual fall
event—“Halftime Tailgate Party” on Sun., Nov. 10, in the
school gym at 1:30pm. As the Bears go into their halftime
against the Lions, the organization will begin serving an
exciting homemade dinner filled with favorite football
halftime foods. Father Tony will lead the group in grace
before dinner is served to celebrate his 60th year in the
priesthood. Dress in your favorite NFL and college team
sports apparel and join the fun. Advanced reservations
are required. For ticket information call Fran Klein at
630-985-1368 or Kathy Wanta at 630-915-6814.

Library celebrates 25 years
Come to the Cabaret and Celebrating 25 Years of
Indian Prairie Library on Sun., Nov. 10 at 2pm.
IPPL is celebrating 25 years with a concert featuring
Kym Frankovelgia singing cabaret, jazz, big band, and
Broadway hits in a tribute to our veterans. Darien V.F.W.
will collect worn flags. Refreshments provided.
Representatives will interview and collect photos from
longtime residents of the area and veterans from any
of the nation’s wars/conflicts. Contact Joe Popowitch
at 630-887-8760, ext. 240 to arrange an interview.

Save the date!
Mark the calendar for the concert fundraiser
benefiting the Darien VFW Post 2838. More details
are coming soon! Don’t miss this LIVE ’Vegas quality
show at Alpine Banquets in Darien on Sat., Mar. 22,
2014! Sponsors and donations are greatly needed!
For more information on ticket sales, becoming
a sponsor, or making a donation, e-mail
post2838@gmail.com or call 630-796-5654.
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Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Luncheon to benefit tutoring program at
District 61

Believe in Christmas at St. John Lutheran
program

The DuPage Academic Achievement Workgroup
Network (DAAWN) is hosting its Annual Benefit
Luncheon on Sat., Dec. 14 from 11:30am–1:30pm at
Ashton Place, in Willowbrook. A three-course meal will
be served. There will be entertainment, guest speakers,
and a raffle. DAAWN is the education initiative of The
African American Leadership Roundtable (AALR).
Tickets are $35 each or $300 for a table of 10 with
payment by cash or check made payable to AALR.
Proceeds from the luncheon
will fund future field trips
and expand technology
use for students in grades
2–8 from Darien School
District 61 who attend
weekly DAAWN tutoring
sessions and math/reading
summer camps. Tickets for the benefit may be secured
at St. John Lutheran Church between 8am–4pm
Monday through Thursday and until 12pm on Friday.
For information call 630-969-7987 or e-mailing
info@sjlcdarien.org. Reservation deadline is Dec. 6.

The Sunday School of St. John Lutheran Church will stage
its annual Christ’s Mass Program on Sun., Dec. 15 at 9am.
The pageant is entitled “I Believe
in Christmas! Do You?” The
Gospel will be shared through
dialogue, poetry, puppets and
song. The Confirmation classes,
Praise Band, Cantata Choir,
leadership, small group ministry
representatives, and church
members will join the celebration.
For more information about St. John
Lutheran Church & Early Learning Center, visit
sjlcdarien.org or Facebook page at facebook.com/sjlcdarien,
e-mail info@sjlcdarien.org, or call 630-969-7987.

Cantigny pays tribute to veterans
Join the American Legion for a pancake breakfast on
Sat., Nov. 2 from 7am–1pm at Le Jardin at Cantigny
Park. Feast on pancakes and all the goodies. Cost is
$6 advance/$7 door; $2 for ages four and under. A
Run/Walk will start at 9am at the parade field with all
proceeds benefiting the Midwest Shelter for Homeless
Veterans in Wheaton. Register at signmeup.com/92074
On Mon., Nov. 11, a Veterans Day Luminary Tribute
will take place at the parade field, 5pm to 9pm. The
First Division Museum will stay open late and special
Veterans Day programming will be offered inside
the museum and the Cantigny Visitors Center.

Officer Hruby and OLP students Sarah Reilly and
Abbie Valliere.
States of America, and peace in the world. Members
of the Darien Police Department and Tri-State Fire
Department were present and honored during the
ceremony and local first responder breakfast.

OLP fourth graders with thank you card from
Darien first responders.
Father Walter Dziordz and OLP students honor local first
responders during flag ceremony

OLP salutes first responders on 9-11
On Sept. 11, Our Lady of Peace School students and
faculty paid tribute to our local first responders. Father
Walter Dziordz, Pastor, and Dr. Marian Stockhausen,
Principal, led all in prayer for the victims of the 9-11
tragedy, their families, all first responders, the United
24

25

Someone you should know

Sending love & care “packages” to our soldiers is their mission
by Mary Coyle Sullivan
The countless acts of kindness that
Darien citizens display continue to
shine bright in our community.
Our American pride glows
from the Vietnam Vet who single
handedly gathers donations for

Don Brescia
Hines VA Hospital and overseas,
to the numerous area teen groups
that came together to collect about
1,000 pounds of supplies for soldiers
stationed abroad.
Don Brescia is a Vietnam veteran
who served stateside from 1961–
1963. He is actively involved in the
American Legion Post in Downers
Grove. Four years ago he started
collecting items from parishioners at
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church to
make personal care packages for the
vets who reside at Hines VA Hospital
as well as those stationed overseas.
He is a one-man army who gathers
and delivers these items each week.

He feels he is helping bring some
comfort and care to those who have
or continue to serve our country.
He is a modest man who makes a
big difference in the lives of many
who are alone and would have no
other way of getting some essentials.
Donations are welcome and can be
made at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church. You can reach Don at
630-852-2668 for a complete list of
items and coordination of donations.
On Nov. 18, 2012, three area youth
groups packed and shipped 101 boxes
to wounded soldiers in medical units
in Afghanistan, adding up to roughly
1,000 pounds of total supplies, and
about 225 pounds of Halloween
candy. This incredible effort was
done in conjunctions with the
Soldiers’ Angels organization. Kaylee
Baumbach, along with her brothers
Eric and Brian, coordinated this
massive collection. Her parents were
instrumental in the packaging and
shipping details, as well as housing all
the donations.
Items collected
include: Books, games,
magazines, hygiene
products, food and
snacks and letters of
support. Donations
came from all over the
area including schools,
churches, businesses and
neighbors.
This is a prime

example of how the youth in our
community can make a significant
impact. They saw a need and jumped
in to make a contribution. In return
they received numerous thank you
letters expressing heartfelt gratitude
for the wonderful letters and treats
received by the soldiers. One soldier
shared that he had not seen candy in
months and was thrilled to have some
sweets.
Soldiers’ Angels is a nonprofit
organization that works to support
soldiers and their families. All of the
donations were shipped to injured
soldiers in Afghanistan, many of
whom arrive in the medical units
after the mess halls close and
appreciate having microwavable meals
to eat. For more information visit
soldiersangels.org
Kaylee Baumbach and her team
plan to resume the effort again this
November. For more information
on this local collection call
630-986-9052.

DARIEN
SUNDAY

N 0 V E M B E R 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

23

Please send your event
information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

3
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

4
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

5

6

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim & Recreation
Club

Muslim Journeys:
Sweet & Savory
Ramadan
7pm
Library

Hinsdale South
HS Fall Orchestra
7:30pm
Little Theatre

10
Our Lady of Peace
Tailgate Party
1:30pm
School Gym
Come to the
Cabaret—25 year
celebration
2pm
Library

17
Jane Austen and
Her Women
2pm
Library

11

12

Veterans
Day
18

19

What’s With the
Weather?
7pm
Library

25

Darien Chamber
Excellence
Awards
11:30am
Chuck’s

20

21

22

DWB Networking
Luncheon
11:30am
Carol Stream

Hinsdale South
Hall of Fame
Assembly &
Winter Deaf
Drama
10am, Auditorium

Hinsdale South
Winter Deaf
Drama
10:00am & 7:30pm
Auditorium

28

29

Hinsdale South
Parent Visitation
Day,

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

24

13
Pierre Salinger
and Kennedy’s
Camelot
7pm
Library

Fall Athletic
Awards
7pm, Auditorium

26

27
Nov.27–Dec. 5

Hanukkah

Hap py
Thanksgiving

30

Financial News
The six trends to watch this earnings season
by Angelo R. Imbrogno

DARIEN
SUNDAY

D E C E M B E R 2013
MONDAY

TUESDAY

1
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

WEDNESDAY

2
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm, City Hall

3
Craft It!
7pm
Library

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

4

5

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim & Recreation
Club

Hinsdale South
8th Grade Family
Info Night,
Activity & Athletic
Fair
7pm
Fieldhouse

Tree Lighting
4pm

SATURDAY

6

Dec. 7–14 Shop
Local

Hinsdale South
Madrigal Dinner
7pm
Cafeteria

7

Holiday
Extravaganza
11am
Home Run Inn
The Christmas
Canvas
7pm, Library
Hinsdale South
Madrigal Dinner
7pm, Cafeteria

8

9

10

11

12

13

Darien Chamber
Holiday Mixer
Networking
Event
Chuck’s Southern
Comforts Cafe

14
DAAWN
Luncheon
11:30am
Ashton Place

Dec. 7–14 Shop Local, Shop Darien Retail Celebration

15
Sunday School
Christmas Mass
9am
St. John Lutheran
Church

22

16

17

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

23

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

Holiday Music
Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
HS Gym

24

25
Merry
Christmas

29

30

31
Hap py
New
Year

T

he continued wrangling by
lawmakers over the government shutdown and debt
ceiling may overshadow earnings
reports. While Washington drives
market volatility, the market trend is
determined by earnings growth.
The six trends to are watch for:
1. Best quarter in over a year—
Earnings per share for S&P 500
companies in aggregate are
expected to be up about 4%. In
recent quarters, companies have
reported earnings about 4% above
analysts’ estimates. If we see a similar outcome this quarter, earnings
could be up 7–8%—the strongest
growth rate in over a year.
2. The shutdown—We do not
expect many companies to cite a
negative impact from the government shutdown. Although
affecting the economy through
different channels, few companies
in the second quarter reported
being negatively impacted by the
sequester. However, the shutdown
adds to a combined drag on business from spending cuts, higher
taxes, and high gasoline prices,
not to mention the overhanging
uncertainty of more fiscal cliff
battles to come, and the rollout of
the Affordable Care Act. On the
other hand, confidence and conditions have benefitted from better
global growth, a return to all-time

highs in the stock market, and the
return of the housing market.
3. Improving outlook—We expect
more businesses are likely to cite
the improving trend in global
economic data, which should help
boost confidence in future earnings growth. Most notably, the
widely followed Institute for Supply Management (ISM) Purchasing Managers Index has a solid
track record forecasting earnings
growth in coming quarters. This
indicator suggests a rebound from
the relatively flat performance by
earnings and revenues in recent
quarters.
4. Stronger overseas demand—Sluggish global growth is contributing
to slow sales. About 40% of S&P
500 corporate profits are derived
from global sources. It is not only
the United States that had a PMI
that was above 50 and rising in
the third quarter—so did Europe,
China, and Japan for the first
time since early 2009/late 2010.
After Europe acted as a drag on
overseas sales for the prior six
quarters of recession, the economic improvement seen in the third
quarter in Europe may result in
better international revenue. From
industrial production in Germany
to machinery orders in Japan and
vehicles sales in China, demand is
firming around the world.

5. Dividend increases—In addition
to the ongoing boom in buybacks,
dividends are on the rise. S&P
500 dividends have surged 15%
over the past year and are now
26% above their 2008 peak. As
investors seek yield in a rising
rate environment, businesses are
increasingly returning their strong
cash flow to shareholders. While
the third quarter is historically
not the biggest of the year for
dividend increases, we still expect
to get quite a few of them.
6. Rising interest rates—While
interest expense is only a small
percentage of costs on average for
S&P 500 companies, changes in
interest rates can be a significant
driver of results in some industries—especially those tied to
housing. We will be watching for
the impact on bank lending and
refinancing activity along with
demand for homebuilders.

Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com
Please note: Some programs listed may require registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.
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Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

Darien Public Schools
Public High Schools
Hinsdale South High School
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-1730
Hinsdale Central High School
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-887-1340
Downers Grove South High School
District #99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-271-6599
Lemont High School
District #210. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-257-5838
Public Junior High Schools
Eisenhower Jr. High School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-964-5200
Lakeview Junior High School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-2700
Cass Junior High School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-1900
Old Quarry Middle School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286
Westview Hills Middle School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-515-4830
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Public Elementary Schools
Maercker School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6165
Oakwood School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 1
Bromberek School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 2
Holmes School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-323-2086
Central School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 3
Lace School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-2589
Mark DeLay School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-0200
Concord School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-3026
Elizabeth Ide
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3344
Prairie View School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-910-0804

