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A message from our mayor
Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that
you didn’t do than by the ones you did do, so throw off the bowlines, sail
away from safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore, Dream,
Discover.
~Mark Twain

I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy holiday season, surrounded by their
loved ones. The holidays are a great time to reflect and give thanks for a successful
year, which we had in the City of Darien. This year we were able to complete many
capital projects to improve our neighborhood, our police department used existing
data to better meet the needs of our community in combating crime, and we
introduced the first “Town Hall Meeting” at Carriage Greens. We look forward to
another successful year in 2014.
Next up on our agenda is the busiest time of year for elected officials: discussing
and completing a budget. We use a three year budget to anticipate expenses and
ensure we are on solid financial footing to provide the services our residents expect.
This year we will be discussing the site on Cass Ave. between Plainfield Rd. and
75th St. We have decided to identify costs to demolish the existing building and
construct new facilities, possibly including two new buildings. At the budget meeting
we will discuss the different options and how to fund the construction.
I would encourage you to attend our budget meetings or follow them on our local
cable channel. The first two budget meetings are scheduled for Feb. 19 and 25.
In the meantime, if you have questions or suggestions on any topic in the City of
Darien, please feel free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114. If
you would like more information on the City of Darien, please visit our website at
darien.il.us

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor
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A startling reality is occurring in cities and towns
throughout the United States: more than 9,000 dogs and
cats are being killed in animal shelters, simply because
they don’t have a safe place to call home.

Pets to the rescue

T

he National Humane Society
has a motto “Adopt, don’t
shop.” With millions of animals
euthanized each year because they
don’t have a home and shelters
run out of room, pet adoption and
rescue organizations are more important than ever. The reasons why
people give up their pets vary and
it’s not an easy decision.
A Caring Place is a local rescue
that does incredible work on behalf
of the orphaned pets. They rely
solely on volunteers to foster dogs
and cats in their own residence until
a “forever home” is found. One of
their many volunteers is Darien
resident Liz Huskey who has made
it her life’s work to train and care for
animals. She shared that many pets
are surrendered due to economic
changes in the home as well as
behavioral. That is why she stresses
the importance of good training
from the start and making sure your
family situation is ready to welcome
a pet and provide the necessary support to insure long-term happiness.

There is a national pet crisis

Recent research from Best Friends
Animal Society, the only national
animal welfare organization focused
exclusively on ending the killing of
dogs and cats in America’s shelters,
6

reveals a flawed public perception of America’s shelters and the
animals in them. In fact, when asked
how many dogs and cats are killed
in U.S. shelters each day, half of
Americans thought the number was
only about 500 or less, a difference
of more than 8,500 pets. One-third
(32%) thought animals in shelters
are allowed to stay there until they
are adopted.
Unfortunately, that’s just not true.
In fact, in many cases, homeless or
displaced animals entering shelters
have just 72 hours to be adopted or
claimed by their owners before they
are killed.
Thirty years ago, approximately
17 million pets died in shelters each
year. Today that number is down
to about 4 million, thanks to the
continued hard work of animal welfare groups, including Best Friends,
partnerships with local municipalities and innovative programs that
encourage pet adoption and provide
low-cost spay-neuter services. The
work won’t stop until that number
is zero.

How to save them all

One of the best ways to help save
them all is to give an animal a second chance at life by adopting from
a local shelter.

There are so many incredible stories of rescue situations and happily
every-after. Here are just a few.
Moon is a Great Pyrenees,
approximately three years old,
that originally lived on a farm in
Connecticut. He was a farm dog
failure. The owners took him to
be euthanized and Big Fluffy Dog
Rescue (BFDR) out of Tennessee
stepped in to rescue him. Big Fluffy
Dog Rescue has volunteers all over
the country that transport rescue
dogs to foster homes, and the local
BFDR volunteer looks for their
forever home. Moon was under
weight, had obviously been living in
a confined area. He has scars on the
top of his nose and broken teeth.
The vet confirmed that he was trying to chew his way out. Moon has
adjusted very well and is living the
life in the home of Rich Kassl and
his family. He loves to run and he
adores children.
Lea MacIntosh and her rescue
Herman are clients at Burr Ridge
Veterinary Clinic. Lea shares that
”every member of the staff is smart,
caring, welcoming, and loves each
and every dog and cat as if they
were their own. I often wished that
I myself could go there for medical
care.“ Her dog Herman reminds you
every day about what’s important in

And while this grim scenario unfolds daily, most people
aren’t aware of the magnitude of the issue or how simple
it is to help decrease these numbers and save lives.
Five years ago Beth Lopez along with family and friends rescued a litter of six
neglected puppies. Today all have become family members.

by Mary Sullivan
life. He is a loyal friend, an inspiration, and he approaches life with a
great sense of humor. He’s the 12lb
little giant who survived being alone
on the streets until the Hinsdale Humane Society rescued him. He turns
into the “Hermanator” whenever a
threat comes your way. He’s the canine ambassador that everybody in
her neighborhood knows and asks
about. Simply put, Herman makes
life better.
Sometimes life presents you with
a situation and you seize them moment. Trish McIlwee never intended
to be a cat owner but in early
October she was visiting her brother
who lives on Lake Bracken near
Galesburg. Her three other brothers were visiting also, so they all
went for a walk around the lake on
a beautiful sunny day. They heard
meowing from somewhere. It turns
out there was a kitten stuck up in a
tree about 40 feet high. They knew
she was never going to be able to
get down or a hawk would get her,
so they located a local landscaper a
bucket truck to rescue her. Trish told
him she would keep the kitten if he
rescued her. Promise made—promise
kept. The kitten was brought home
to Darien, and she has been the
best pet. Trish and her husband Pete
named her Charlie after her late
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father who retired on Lake Bracken
because she feels he had a little
something to do with putting that
kitten in the tree for her.
Whether it is educating a friend
on the importance of getting his
puppy neutered or spending your
Saturday afternoon volunteering at a
local animal shelter, there are many
ways to help save the animals in
your community:
• Donate: Donations and grants
fund life-saving programs for pets
in need.
• Adopt: Adoptions get animals
out of shelters and into homes.
Remind friends looking for a family pet that animals from shelters
make wonderful pets.
• Spay or neuter: Spaying and
neutering means fewer animals
going into shelters and improves
your pet’s health and behavior.
Many shelters around the country
provide free or reduced prices for
these important services.
• Volunteer: Volunteering powers
the “no-kill” movement. Find a
shelter in your area and donate
your time to this worthwhile effort.
• Spread the word: Amplify the
urgent message of pet homelessness by educating family and
friends on these startling statistics.

Also help increase awareness by
showing your support on Facebook or Twitter.
By starting at a grassroots level
within the community, you can
make a huge impact on the quality
of life for pets in animal shelters
nationwide. Visit bestfriends.org/save
for more information on how you
can Save Them All™.
Family Features contributed
to this article

Mary Sullivan and Piper
This writer is thrilled to report that
for more than a year her family has
welcomed Piper into their home. She
was rescued at age four and has been
an incredible addition to the family.
She brings great joy into our home and
completes the family.
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Pets to the rescue

Resolving to succeed!

Rescuing a family
by Beth Lopez
ive years ago my friend Deana
informed me about had an entire
litter of puppies that had just been
rescued at five weeks old. As is too
often the case, a naïve dog owner
thought that he could make a few
bucks from his dog’s unexpected
pregnancy and soon found he was
in no financial shape to care for
puppies. One had already died and
the remaining six were malnourished and needed care. My friend
brought them home and cared for
the puppies for eight weeks, determined to find them each forever
homes.
I had always wanted a dog
and knew that one day, the right
situation and the most perfect dog
would come together. Like me, six
other people were at the perfect
point in life and each puppies were
spoken for. We all pitched in those
last couple of weeks with pet store
gift cards and crating the dogs and
loading them into cars for visits to
the vet. Now five years later, I get a
chance to see what’s been going on
in the lives of those puppies except
for one whom we lost touch with.
Reese—the leader of the pack.
Sarah was one of the first people in
the neighborhood to help Deanna
out with the care of the puppies.
With two dogs at home already,
she and her husband Pete and their
two kids felt they could handle the

F

by Jennifer Bucko Lamplough

willful spirit of this big peanut butter and chocolate
bridled girl. Little did Sarah
know that just a year later,
after at vet’s recommendation that she postpone
spaying, Reese would be a
mother of puppies herself!
Zeus—the only boy. We could all
tell as a puppy he was going to be a
big dog! He had different coloring,
with a full caramel colored coat.
Zeus ended up being the dog that
Deanna and her husband George
chose. Zeus has been a great family
dog for his experienced dog-owning
family of five.
Callie—the sweet one. “I don’t
want a dog!” said Bob as Deanna
plopped a brindle and white on his
lap. The rest is history. Callie is the
family’s first dog. She was easy to
train and is wrapped completely
around Bob’s finger. Her full name
is Callie Angel but as a compromise
with the teenage boys that didn’t
want to be heard calling a dog
“Angel” down the street she is commonly known as Callie.
Kaylee—the smart one. Lianne’s
sister Laurie and her family were initially opposed to going back to dog
ownership after having a house free
of fur, but couldn’t resist the picture
Lianne sent of a calico colored
puppy. The rhyming names of the
sister dogs belonging to sister houses

E

was completely unplanned! Kaylee,
as a brindled bundle of boundless
energy found a place to channel it
with Laurie’s daughter who taught
Kaylee tricks like army crawls, playing dead and rolling over.
Mimi—the shy one. When I
brought our little dog home I wondered for a minute if I had done the
right thing! Quickly my fears were
relieved as even my husband, Tony,
who never wanted a dog, fell in love
with that pirate’s eye patch of brown
fur on her face. Mimi’s personality
and unwavering obedience have
made her the easiest dog to own.
Tony is her favorite person in the
house.
Each little puppy has matured into
a fully grown member of each family. After five years none of us can
imagine what life would be without
the wet kisses and padded feet
that follow us throughout our day’s
activities. Owning a dog is a huge
responsibility but not one without
great reward. Each day that wagging
tail reminds us to be grateful and
carefree just like our four-legged
friends that rescued us from our
everyday, ordinary lives.

veryone does it. You’re not the only one. You
make New Year’s resolutions every year and
Martin Luther King Day rolls around and they’re
already a memory. Most resolutions don’t make it to
Valentine’s Day and there’s a good reason—resolutions
are often unattainable and overwhelming. Instead of
resolving to completely overhaul your diet, exercise and
mental health all in one month, this year, resolve to
succeed. Think about starting small and then working in
additional resolutions throughout the year.
How can you do this? Pick one item from the
following list to start and each month or two, add one
on. By the end of the year, you will be in the “Habit of
Healthy” rather than drowning your sorrows in a huge
box of chocolates on Valentine’s Day because you just
couldn’t overhaul your life in one month.

Resolve to Succeed List

1. Plan to cook a couple of meals at home each week
that are healthy and will yield leftovers for your
lunch. Start with the Hearty Lentil Soup recipe here.
2. And speaking of lunch, resolve to pack your lunch
at least one day a week instead of running out for
fast food. If you do #1 on this list, it will be even
easier because you’ll have leftovers!
3. Start a Couch to 5K jogging program or join a
class at your gym or park district. It will slowly
incorporate exercise into your routine and having a
plan or obligation to a class will keep you on task.
4. Set an attainable financial goal such as saving $50
a month. If you cook a few meals at home and pack

your lunch at least one day a week, this should be
an easy one! At the end of the year, use the money
for a weekend getaway or a little shopping spree to
celebrate your new healthy lifestyle.
5. Detach from technology. Plug in your phone away
from where you sleep so that you are not distracted
by it all night. It will improve your sleep and lower
your stress level. You might have to invest in an
alarm clock, but the stress free sleep will be worth it.
Being well rested also makes it easier to workout.
6. Declutter. Pick a room, a drawer, your purse—any
one thing. Don’t resolve to declutter everything in
your life at once, do one. When you declutter the
physical aspects of your life, it will declutter the
mental aspects of your life, opening up room to
think about healthy cooking, working out and
de-stresssing.
Chef Jennifer Bucko Lamplough teaches, has a website,
FitFoodieChef.com, writes award-winning healthy cookbooks
and contributes recipes regularly to the American Diabetes
Association’s “Recipes for Healthy Living” website
and e-newsletter (diabetes.org).

Hearty Lentil Soup
Yield: 9 servings
Serving Size: 1 cup
Prep Time: 20 minutes
175 Calories Per Cup

Ingredients:

14 ounces lean smoked turkey sausage, sliced
1 cup celery, medium dice
1 medium onion, medium dice
1 carrot, medium dice
3 cups water
1 (14.5-ounce) can reduced-sodium,
   fat-free chicken broth
2 (14.5-ounce) cans no-salt added diced tomato
1 cup dried lentils
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 bay leaf

Directions:

Coat a large soup pot with cooking spray. Over
medium-high sauté sausage until lightly brown.
Remove from pan.
Add celery, onions and carrots to pot and sauté over
medium-high heat for approximately 4 minutes.
Add the sausage and all remaining ingredients. Bring
to a boil; reduce heat and simmer for 1 hour.
Remove bay leaf and serve.
Recipe Copyright © 2012 American Diabetes Association. From
Healthy Calendar Diabetic Cooking, 2nd Edition by Lara RondinelliHamilton, RD, LDN, CDE and Chef Jennifer Bucko Lamplough.
Reprinted with permission from The American Diabetes Association.
To order this book, please call 1-800-232-6733 or order online at
store.diabetes.org
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2014 Darien Citizen of the Year—
and the winner is…

CI
TI
Z

EN

E
AR

N

D

A RI E

Y
OF THE

Tune in to see the announcement of our 2014 Citizen of the year at the
City Council meeting on Mon., Jan. 20 at 7:30pm.
On Tues., Feb. 18 everyone is invited to the Citizen of the Year cake and
coffee reception at City Hall. Come and meet the 2013 Citizen of the Year
and celebrate with us to honor all they have done to make Darien the nice
place it is to live and raise a family.
Then, please join us on Sat., March 8 at Alpine Banquets for a dinner/
dance honoring our Citizen of the Year. Reservations for the dinner/dance
will be available after Feb. 1 at City Hall.
For questions or reservations please call Darien City Hall—630-353-8102

Darien seniors have many options
There are many services and programs available to Darien Senior Citizens. The following are some services
available through the City of Darien, Downers Grove Township, DuPage County, and the State of Illinois.

Darien Police Department Senior Service Officers
In October of 2012 Darien Police Chief Ernest
Brown sent two police officers to specialized training
to better assist the Darien Senior Citizen population.
Officers Lauren Renner and Marina Liska became the
Darien Police Department’s Elder Services Officers.
Since the start of this program the Elder Services

Officers have been busy meeting with Darien senior
citizens and assisting them with important services. For
questions regarding the City of Darien Elder Services
Officers program you can contact officer Lauren
Renner at lrenner@darienil.gov or officer Marina Liska at
mliska@darienil.gov, or call 630-852-500.

Dial-A-Ride

Winter parking regulations in effect for City of Darien
There is no parking allowed on city streets during a
snow event when snow or ice exceeds one inch.
Snowplows and other emergency vehicles must
have access and ability to pass down streets; parked
vehicles in the roadways inhibit these vehicles and
block visibility. In snow emergencies snowplows are
able to more efficiently clear your street without parked
vehicles obstructing the process.
We thank you for your cooperation and support!

Dial-A-Ride is a curb-to-curb
paratransit service for senior citizens
and disabled persons provided by
the Township of Downers Grove
through a contract with PACE.
Rides can be scheduled to any

location within the Township,
Monday through Friday 8am to
4pm. The fare is $5. Registration is
necessary before starting to use the
service. To get more information call
630-719-6685.

Meals on Wheels
Contact DuPage County Meals on Wheels at
630-620-0804 for home delivered hot/cold meals for
seniors in need.

Carbon monoxide problems increase along with snowfall

Local fire departments see an
increase in the number of carbon
monoxide incidents and detector
activations during high snowfall, due
to snow accumulation and buildup.
These types of incidents are a
common problem when there
are high snow drifts that block
10

furnace vents and air intakes in
some homes—predominantly homes
that have newer, high-efficiency
furnaces. These systems typically
vent through the sill plate of a
home, close to ground level through
white PVC piping. Drifting snow
has the potential to block these
vents, causing the furnace or water
heater to stop operating. Some
newer high-efficiency furnaces have
automatic shutoffs that shut down a
furnace when the vents are blocked,
but many furnaces don’t. If they fail
to shut down, carbon monoxide
may back up in a home.
After any snowfall, it is important
to inspect the area around the

furnace and hot water heater vents
to ensure that snow and ice are not
blocking the safe operation of these
fuel-burning devices. Vents and
intake pipes should have a 3-foot
clearance from snow, shrubs or
other obstructions. Water heaters
and dryer vents also should be
cleared of snow to prevent possible
carbon monoxide poisoning.
State law requires that all
residential occupancies have carbon
monoxide detectors installed by the
property owner. More information
regarding state statute requirements
can be found at ilga.gov/legislation/
publicacts/94/094-0741.htm.

Para-Transit
Para-Transit is a DuPage County program that provides
rides to Doctor, Social Security Office or Public Aid
office appointments. Nominal fees each way. Must call
first for appointment time 630-682-7000 ask for ParaTransit Services.

Subsidized Taxi Service
The City of Darien Pilot II
Subsidized Taxi Service provides
for transportation needs using
coupons that reduce the cost of taxi
fares. This program serves Darien
residents who are senior citizens
(65+) and persons with disabilities

(must be documented). Participants
must first register at the Darien
City Hall by completing a program
registration form and having picture
taken for an identification card
which is issued within two to four
weeks. Ride coupons have face

value of $5 each and cost $2.50
each (City of Darien subsidizes ½
of the cost). Please contact Darien
City Hall for further details and
information at 630-852-5000.
Senior Options
continued on page 12
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Senior Options

State of Illinois Circuit Breaker

continued from page 11

DuPage
Homeownership Center

The official name of the Circuit Breaker Program
is the Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons Property
Tax Relief and Pharmaceutical Assistance Act. Under
the act, the state refunds to eligible senior citizens and
persons with disabilities some of the money they paid
in property taxes, mobile home taxes or nursing home
charges. The act also helps pay for certain prescription
medicines. Part of the act states that the Secretary
of State’s office provides a discount for license plates
purchase or renewal.

The DuPage Homeownership
Center (DHOC) is a nonprofit organization that provides a full range
of services to promote responsible
sustainable homeownership, with
an emphasis on serving first-time
homebuyers, low- and moderate-income households and homeowners
in crisis. The Center was created in
1991 as a result of a DuPage County Affordable Housing Task Force
Report. For information regarding
their services please contact them at
630-260-2500.

DuPage Housing
Authority
Safe, decent and affordable housing are key elements of the mission
of the DuPage Housing Authority.
At the DuPage Housing Authority
individuals and families are provided
with rental assistance vouchers
through a program funded by the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development. For information regarding their services please
contact them at 630-690-3555

Home Maintenance
DuPage Senior Citizen Council
Home Maintenance Program is
available for senior citizens in
DuPage County. This program
provides affordable repair services
so seniors can maintain the safety
and value of their homes. For
more information please call:
630-620-0804.
12

To Apply:

Senior Home Sharing
Senior Home Sharing is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping
meet this need for affordable senior housing by providing a shared housing
option. Homes are located in Lombard, Downers Grove, Elmhurst and
Naperville. Senior Home Sharing’s mission is to provide seniors with an
opportunity to live independently in an affordable family style home. For
information regarding their services please contact them at 630-407-0440.

Guardian Program

Sheriff Zaruba encourages every
senior citizen in DuPage County to
register with the Guardian System, a
free service designed to ensure the
well being of seniors as well as the
physically and mentally disabled in
the county.
Guardian is a computerized
phone system that calls registered
members on prearranged days and
times to verify that they are okay.
If the member does not respond
to the telephone call by entering a
four digit code on their telephone
an alarm sounds and a police
dispatcher will attempt to reach the
member via telephone.
If still unsuccessful, a previously

designated neighbor or family
member will be contacted. If the
emergency contact cannot be
reached, a deputy will be sent to
the member’s home to make sure
everything is okay.
Guardian is available to DuPage
County residents who are over
the age of 62 or physically or
mentally disabled and live alone.
To register for the Guardian
program you may call the
Sheriff’s Office at 630-407-2400
to have an application mailed to
you. Applications may also be
picked up at the Sheriff’s Office,
501 N. County Farm Rd., Wheaton,
or at any Township Office.

Seniors must first fill out Form IL-1363, the Circuit
Breaker and Pharmaceutical Assistance Claim form,
from the Illinois Department on Aging.
Eligible seniors usually receive a mailing from the
Secretary of State’s office notifying them that they are
eligible for reduced license plate fees.
Discount applies to one set of the following plates per
household per year: standard passenger car, B-truck,
persons with disabilities, recreational vehicles weighing
up to 8,000 pounds, all military license.

Illinois Department on Aging Circuit Breaker
Guidelines

To receive your plate discount:
The Secretary of State’s office sends eligible seniors
a notification after they are accepted into the Illinois
Department on Aging’s program. When you buy license
plates or renew your license plate sticker, you must
submit the notification to verify that you are qualified
for the discount. If you have already renewed your
license plate sticker and paid full price, and are now
part of the Circuit Breaker program, you may be eligible
for a refund. Call the Secretary of State’s Office at
800-252-8980 for more information.

Real Estate Tax Relief
Darien senior citizens should contact the Downers
Grove Township Assessor’s Office to see if they qualify
for any real estate tax relief through several programs.

Real Estate Tax Deferral—Senior citizens may be
eligible to defer payment of real estate taxes and any
special assessments.

Senior Homestead Exemption—Senior citizens may be
eligible for a $3,000 reduction from the equalized
assessed valuation.
Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption—Senior
citizens may be eligible for protection against real
estate tax increases.

Minimally, these programs require that you be 65
years of age, meet income guidelines, own and occupy
your home, and are liable for the payment of your real
estate taxes. Call the Downers Grove Township office to
see if you qualify and for an application 630-968-2100.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Tina Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
Jan. 6 & 20 and Feb. 3 & 17
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

District #61 new State Report Card published
Illinois’ new state school report card officially launched in October.
The new report card paints a more complete picture of the learning
environment at every school in Illinois, providing information about
academic performance, the school environment, available courses and
programs.
The new report card, accessible at illinoisreportcard.com, includes both an
Online Report Card that offers an in-depth view of school- and districtlevel information as well as an At-a-Glance Report Card that provides a
simple, one-page, printable view of a school or district's most important
information.
Please visit the new report card site at illinoisreportcard.com.

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Ways to know before you go

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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In the event of an emergency or if bad
weather hits, how would you know school is
closed?
We have a number of ways to
communicate:
• The Superintendent’s message will be sent
through our auto-dial system. All families
who have provided us with information at
registration are part of the system for phone
and e-mail notification. Please notify your child’s school if your contact
information changes.
• Call your child’s school and listen to a voice message announcement.
• Visit the website: darien61.org
• Check your e-mail for a district message.
• Follow us on Twitter. Our user name is DarienSD61.
• Watch/listen to the news.

Watch for
kindergarten
registration
information
Please watch the
District #61 website at
darien61.org for updates regarding Kindergarten registration information.

District #61 audited financial reports received
by Megan Stoltz
District #61 recently received the
audited reports for fiscal year 2013,
which represent the 2012-2013
school year. As a school district,
District #61 is required to have an
annual, independent audit. One
of the reports provided to District
#61 is the Annual Financial Report
(AFR).
District #61’s three largest
funds are the Education fund,
Operation and Maintenance (O&M)
fund, and the Transportation
fund. The expenses related to
these funds include all salaries,
benefits, purchased services,
supplies, capital outlay, and other
objects related directly to those
funds. The Education fund is
by far the largest fund and all
expenses are directly related to
the education of the students.
The Operation and Maintenance
fund includes all expenses related
to the actual physical buildings
and the Transportation fund
includes all expenses related to the
transportation of students. District
#61 leases and operates its own
buses for the transportation of
regular education students while
that service is purchased from
Grand Prairie for the transportation
of special education students and
taxi services for homeless students.
At right are two charts indicating
the audited (AFR) expense figures
for the three largest funds for FY12
vs. FY13.
Although the total expended in
FY13 is larger than that expended
in FY12, there are a few comments
that are noteworthy.
Even with annual increases
in salaries, benefits, purchased
services and supplies the total funds
expended for FY13’s Education

fund is actually $95,015 less than
the prior year’s expenses due to
a concerted effort to promote
efficiency by both the Board of
Education and the administration.
Additionally, you will notice a
$661,409 increase in FY13’s O&M
expense. This was due to the
planned deficit for the renovation
of the Eisenhower Gym along with
a full tear-off and roof replacement
project at Lace School. The actual
FY13 audited expenses related to
the construction projects totaled
$1,038,317. The entire expense
was funded by the annual lease/
purchase payments from the Park
District and Kingswood Academy
for the former Fairview and Marion
Hills Schools along with a portion of
the District’s existing fund balance.
In other words, the district did not
incur any additional debt for these
large projects.
Finally, an increase of $31,940 can
be noted in District #61’s audited
FY13 Transportation expenses.

Upon further examination of the
AFRs, one can determine that the
increase in FY13’s expense is due
to the purchased service expenses
for special education and homeless
students while the remainder of
the District #61 Transportation
expenses actually realized a $9,395
decrease due to attrition savings and
efficiencies.
This is an extremely difficult
time in educational finance with
all of the increasing State and
Federal mandates, many of which
are unfunded or underfunded.
District #61’s Board of Education
and administration will continue
the balancing act of examining our
finances, while maintaining aging
buildings, and keeping the best
possible educational opportunities
for students our #1 priority.
Megan Stoltz is the Chief School
Business Official of Darien Public
Schools District 61

Expenditure Comparison
Fund
Education
Operation & Maintenance
Transportation
Total

FY12

FY13

$14,237,645

$14,142,630

$1,412,352

$2,073,761

$849,326

$881,266

$16,499,323

$17,097,657
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Spotlight on our students:
   Student Council reaches out to families
by Erin Dwyer
When a group of students ranging
from third to fifth grade come
together for the betterment of the
school and community—amazing
things can happen! The Student
Council at Lace School is comprised
of students in grades three through
five. There are several students
on the council who have taken
on the leadership roles as officers.
These students are in charge of
leading the group of grade level
representatives and facilitating the
monthly meetings. The remainder
of the Student Council is made up
of classroom representatives from
each homeroom; these individuals
were voted onto the council by
their fellow classmates. These
students are those whom their
classmates feel exhibit what it takes
to be their voice at meetings. The
representatives are responsible for

Darien VFW members greet students at Lace School.
Student Council’s role has grown
attending meetings and bringing
throughout the years; and new roles
back ideas to their classmates. They
and responsibilities are continually
are also responsible for bringing
emerging, as they begin to take on
back their classmates’ ideas to the
a more global focus. The Student
Student Council meetings. The
Council seems to be finding new
ways to not only reach out to the
school community, but also assist
in reaching out to the community
of Darien. Every decision and idea
that comes from Student Council
enhances the experiences and
opportunities available to all of our
students. The students work hard to
live the mission of Lace School and
Darien School District #61.
Just recently the Student
Council organized Lace School’s
Thanksgiving Meal Program. This
program asked the students of
Lace School to donate items and
ingredients for a Thanksgiving
dinner. These items were then
sorted and boxed up by the Student
Council and given to District #61
families. The Thanksgiving Meal
Student Council officers prepare the “White Table.”

16

Program provided families with a
frozen turkey and ingredients for
side items to make their meal for
Thanksgiving Day. This year the

Student Council was able to provide
eighteen families with a meal.
In addition to the Thanksgiving
Meal Program, this year Student
Council officers took on a special
role at Lace School’s annual
Veteran’s Day Assembly. This allschool assembly took place on Mon.,
Nov. 11. Veterans from Darien’s
VFW were invited to attend and
Mr. Matt Goodwin was our guest of
honor. Mr. Goodwin spoke to the
students about the symbolism of
Veteran’s Day. The Student Council
assisted with the breakfast provided
to our veterans. The officers of
Student Council also set “America’s

White Table,” also known as “The
Missing Man Table.” This table was
set to honor those who are unable
to be with their families and loved
ones at dinner. It remembers those
who are missing in action, prisoners
of war, or those who have died
defending our country.
The Student Council members
are always looking for new ways to
help support our students, families,
and community. They bring forth
an array of ideas. It always amazes
the staff when we hear the care,
concern, and affection the students
have for their fellow classmates and
community members. Because of
the students of Student Council,
our entire student body, and
our amazing staff to support the
students, we are able to continue to
make Darien “a nice place to live.”

Erin Dwyer is the Principal
of Lace School

“America’s White Table” or “The
Missing Man Table” honors those
service members who are unable to
be with families and loved ones or are
missing in action, prisoners of war or
those who have died in service to their
country.

Nominations sought
The Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service
Award recognizes 8th grade students who have
demonstrated a commitment to their community
through volunteer activities in the school as well as local
organizations. Although the student must currently be in
8th grade, service performed during sixth and seventh
grades will be considered. More than one individual
may be nominated. Recipients of the award will be
announced at the Eisenhower Jr. High Commencement
Ceremony.
The Board of Education is asking our school and
local communities to think about those upcoming

graduates who have given of their time and talents
beyond the classroom walls. We would like to know
about students who have volunteered for the Darien
Youth Club, church groups, food banks, as well as other
organizations. Local groups such as the Lions, Chamber
of Commerce, Women’s Club, and Rotary will be
contacted for possible nominations. Formal applications
for the award are available at darien61.org. Please think
about the young people you know and how they have
touched the lives of others in our community.
Nominations must be received by May 9.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Congratulations Excellence Award recipients!
Congratulations to the 2013 Darien Chamber
Excellence Award recipients.

Welcome new chamber members

Non-For-Profit—Carmelite Carefree Village
Professional Services—Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Member of the Year—Vein Center at University
   Medicine and Cardiology
Business Excellence & Business of the Year—
   The Keyboard Touch, Inc.
Business Excellence—My New Neighbor
Ambassador of The Year—Cathy McNulty

Caldwell, Coren & Sceggel
7900 S. Cass Ave., #170
Darien, IL 60561
Jonathan Sceggel
630-960-2135
Fax: 630-960-0167
We are a full-service accounting firm licensed in Illinois.
We offer a broad range of services for NFP, business
owners, executives, and independent professionals. We
are affordable, experienced, and friendly.
ccscpas.com
Liberty Mutual
Insurance
2815 Forbs Ave., Suite 200
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
Arthur Banaszewski
618-871-6001 ext: 09166
We deliver our customers peace of mind every day by
helping them protect what they value most.

Welcome new Darien businesses

Upcoming Events

Jan. 8
State of The County
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am
Jan. 23
Darien Rotary Club BAH
Republic Bank, 5pm
Feb. 13
Economic Outlook Luncheon
Venue TBA
Above, cutting the ribbon at Caldwell, Coren & Sceggel
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Magic Graphics
Downers Grove, IL 60515
Laura Scholz-Greenwald
630-729-0410
If you are marketing your business—from a mailer to
a coffee mug—add the Magic Touch! If you just need
cards, envelopes, checks/deposit slips or carbonless
forms we’ve got that covered too. Expect reasonable
rates, high quality printing and outstanding customer
service—every time!
magicgraphicsonline.com

Save the Date!
Sunday,
May 18
Darien Community Park

2014 City of Darien Vehicle Sticker
The Darien Chamber of Commerce will be selling
2014 City of Darien Vehicle Stickers. The first 100
residents to purchase the sticker from City Hall will
receive a FREE Shop Local Shop Darien Preferred Card.
Vehicle Stickers can also be purchased at Citizens
Financial Bank and BMO Harris Bank in Darien.

Are you looking for volunteer work? The
Darien Chamber of Commerce is in need
of community volunteers to help out in
the office and at our 2014 events. Please
call Clare Bongiovanni at 630-968-0004 for
more information.

Thank You for your
Membership Renewals
19

Business Nuggets

An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien

Chuck’s Café in Darien helped out the
Washington Tornado Relief efforts with
Operation BBQ Relief by sending their smoker and
truck loaded with supplies donated by the community,
the best customers in the world. In a statement, Chuck
Pine shared “Trust us, your donations truly helped and
were definitely used. Thank you everyone!”
Chuck’s will
continue to make a
difference in February
with a fundraising for
the American Heart
Association on Feb.
6 from 6–9pm. There
will be raffles and vendors on hand for this Ladies
Night Out along with a wine tasting and even some
of their delicious food for all to sample. For more
information visit chuckscafedarien.com.
Reserve your space TODAY for the next issue
of Neighbors of Darien magazine. This popular
issue will feature all you need to know about home
improvement—How do life circumstances dictate the
improvements you make to your home in today’s economy?
Call 630-995-3482 or e-mail info@emeraldmarketing.com.
The 18 Chicago area Goddard Schools are holding
a book drive between now and Jan. 18 with the goal of
collecting 25,000 lightly used and new children’s books.
The 18 Goddard Schools will also be donating $10,000
to Bernie’s Book Bank. The Darien school will be
celebrating and culminating the book drive on Jan. 18,
from 10am–12pm at the school. For more information
visit goddardschool.com/chicago/darien-lemont-road-il.

Solutions Networking Corp. in Bolingbrook
is looking for an Order Processor. This is a full
time position with benefits (holidays, vacation, and
insurance). Duties will include:
1. Receive web/e-mail orders from clients
2. Check orders for accuracy and process
3. Call freight carrier to schedule equipment pickup
and deliveries
4. Track/report order status from creation to
completion
To schedule an interview, please call 630-378-2222
ext. 601 or ext. 600 and ask for Rose Canfield or
Herman Zelk.
Neighbors of Darien magazine thanks its
advertisers for making this issue possible. Be sure to
say “thanks” and mention you saw their ad in the
magazine!
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Chuck›s Southern Comforts Cafe
City of Darien
Darien Animal Clinic
Edible Arrangements of Darien
Family K9
Joan Wayman, Inc.
King Car Wash, Inc.
Lads And Lassies Pre-School
Martika Photos
Michael Overmann Ltd.
Modell Funeral Home
Our Lady Of Peace School
Paladino Photography
Papa Passeros Inc.
RE/MAX Action
Realty Executives—Rosa Andersen
Revive Your Lawn
Robert Bair Plumbing Heating & Air
Rooftech Systems, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC—Tim Werner
Wild Orchid Salon

Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
Forms must be completed and postmarked by Jan. 11,
or dropped off at the Indian Prairie Library drop box,
located in the lobby by Jan. 15.

Historical Society shares rare find
The Society has waited more than a year but the
reward is perfection: workmanship done by the Textile
Conservation Laboratory at the University of Rhode
Island is excellent and their cost is within the budget
raised by donations from the membership. The item in
question is the restored, exquisite wedding dress worn
in the early 1930s by Malinda Andermann when she
and Julius Wehrmeister married, long before the city of
Darien was formed in 1969. Andermann descendants
donated the dress to the society as an artifact to
complement the photographic exhibit currently hanging
in Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum.
Watch for the announcement of the official public
presentation date! If you have any questions regarding
DHS please call 630-964-6792.

Backyard BBQ planned for Cass 63
A fun and entertaining night is planned for the
parents of Cass 63 on Feb. 21 at Chuck’s Café from
7–11pm. Come out and support your school community
enjoy good food and a festive atmosphere. For more
information visit cassd63.org/parentteacherclub or e-mail
ptc@cassd63.org.

Tenth Big Read title announced

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
Darien Historical Society presents the “Sunday
Dinner” on Jan. 26 at Alpine Banquets with
doors opening at 1pm. Tickets may be arranged
at 630-964-6792 until
Mon., Jan. 20; there
will be no sales at door.
Chairwomen Alice
Brennan and Cathy
Marchese will gladly
seat singles and groups
up to ten. Dinner,
entertainment and
prizes make for a great
afternoon. A cash bar will
be available.
On stage will be actor
Terry Lynch of HFK Presents hfkpresents.com performing
“Ben Franklin”. Audience members will be fascinated
as Franklin reminisces about his past, interacts with his
audience, and explains how his political life, writings
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and scientific inventions have changed our lives to this
day. Members, relatives and friends are invited to a tasty
and theatrical treat.

Woman’s Club celebrates youth art and poetry
The Darien Woman’s Club Charity Fund, Inc. is
hosting the Creative Youth Art Fair on Jan. 26 at
Eisenhower Junior High from 2–3:30pm. This free
community service event showcases artwork created
by children ages preschool through high school in
6 different media categories, from Darien and the
surrounding school districts. Registrations forms can be
found at darienwomansclub.org.

This year’s Big Read selection The Longest Road:
Overland in Search of America, from Key West to the Arctic
Ocean, by Chicago native Philip Caputo, is his record
of an epic 16,000 mile journey across America to
discover “what unites and divides a country as endlessly
diverse as it is large.” A complete program guide will be
available at participating libraries and at thebigread.org
starting Feb. 1. You can also find The Big Read on
Facebook and Twitter.
The Indian Prairie Public Library is celebrating 25
years. Visit ippl.info to see a timeline of milestones the
district has achieved, such as the collection growing
from 54,000 items to 200,000. Check out all the events
in the newsletter with a special symbol indicating the
anniversary.
It’s the personal stories of our veterans that make
history come to life. Your local library is working with
the Library of Congress to preserve these stories. If
you’ve served in the military during any war—Iraq,
Afghanistan, Vietnam—please contact Joe Popowitch
to set up an interview. Call 630-887-8760 ext. 240 or
e-mail joep@ippl.info.
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Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Casino night benefits Hinsdale South

Open enrollment begins

The Booster Club is hosting a Casino Night on
Feb. 8 at Ashton Place in Willowbook starting at
7pm. Join them for an evening of food, live bands,
casino tables and amazing auction items. This annual
fundraiser supports the students and staff at the
high school. For more information on sponsorship
or attending please contact Joan at 708-714-4810 or
joan.gundlach@comcast.net.

Enrollment for the 2014-2015 academic year at St.
John Lutheran Church Early Learning Center begins on
Mon., Jan. 6.
See the school’s facility, meet the staff, and learn
about its high-quality program at an Open House Sat.,
Feb. 1 from 10am–12pm.
To assist parents in comparing its school to others,
St. John Lutheran Early Learning Center is providing
visitors a free copy of Parent Guide to Selecting a Preschool,
which features a checklist based on recommendations
by the National Association for the Education of Young
Children.
For more information contact Director Jan Hardy
at 630-324-6582 or elc@sjlcdarien.org. or visit
sjlcdarien.org/elc.

Rockin’ with the Vets has incredible line-up
Mark your calendar for the concert fundraiser
benefiting the Darien VFW Post 2838. Don’t miss
the LIVE Vegas quality show at Ashyana Banquets in
Downers Grove set for Fri., March 7. There is a dinner/
concert option and concert only ticket option!
For more information on ticket sales, becoming
a sponsor, or making a donation, please e-mail
post2838@gmail.com or call 630-796-5654.

Cass District 63 celebrate award winning staff
Cass School District 63 Officials are extremely
proud to share that two staff members were amongst
approximately 200 statewide educators that were
recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education at
the 2013/14 “Those Who Excel” awards’ banquet.
This was the Illinois State Board of Education’s
39th statewide salute to individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to education in Illinois.
Mrs. Susan Paszkowski and Mrs. Sandy Ruby are the
first ever Cass School District 63 “Those Who Excel”
recipients.
Mrs. Susan
Paszkowski has
taught at Cass Junior
High School for the
past 13 years and
brings her lessons
alive with a real-life
purpose for each
of her students. In
addition, she has helped shape a responsible “green”
attitude with school-wide recycling initiatives.
Mrs. Sandy Ruby was an extremely supportive and
active parent when her own children attended school in
Cass 63. After her children moved on from elementary
school, she intensified her volunteer services to English
Language Learners at Concord Elementary School and
for the past 14 years she has volunteered to service
students, whose first language is not English.
Congratulations to both women on this recognition.

Darien Lions Club big raffle
This is one of the Lions Clubs biggest fundraisers.
Darien Lions and the people they serve are very grateful
for your support and donation.
Only 375 tickets will be sold at $100 each. The
drawing will take place at Carriage Greens Country
Club on June 5. You do not have to be present to win.
1st Prize is $10,000, 2nd Place $5,000 and 3rd Place
$2,000. There are 4th through 13th prizes of $200.
Fore more information contact lion John Pearson
Chairman of the Big Raffle: Johnpearsonii@gmail.com
or 708-516-9966. You can also buy a ticket by mail.
Make check payable to Darien Lions Club Foundation.
Mail to: 1702 Plainfield Rd., Darien, IL 60561 with a
self addressed, stamped envelope. Donations are tax
deductible!

Darien Rotary Club hosts tasting
Save the date for A Taste of Route 66, restaurant
tasting and fundraiser on March 11 from 6–9pm at
Carriage Greens Country Club. This event is open to
the public. Details can be found on the Rotary web
page darienrotaryclub.org.

Souper Bowl food drive
The West Suburban Community Pantry invites you to
get ready for the big game by contributing to its annual
Souper Bowl Drive. Nothing goes over better during
these frigid months than a warm bowl of soup so we are
collecting canned and other non-perishable soups all the
way up until game time. For more information on how
you can help feed our neighbors in need, please visit
wcpinc.org or call 630-512-9921.

Someone you should know

Liz Huskey turns a
passion into a career

DARIEN

by Mary Sullivan

SUNDAY

W

as it fate or just a coincidence? With a last
name like Huskey it was all that and more
that brought Liz into a career with animals.
She took her passion and made it a profession. With
her strong focus on animal behavior she started to
educate people on how to enjoy their dogs and teach
them to be well mannered, confident and friendly.
Happy dog—happy home!
Think of Liz as the dog whisperer. She has immense
compassion for domestic animals, most especially
dogs that need some discipline and training to make
them the perfect family pet. Her background and
expertise makes her a welcome visitor in homes with
dogs that need some solid, structured training.
She has numerous accolades and certifications.
She started her Family K9 Dog Training business
in 2005 and conducts regular classes at the Darien
Park District. She is very proud of her newest role
with Therapy Dogs International. Her constant
companion Otis is certified for therapy work and acts
as a demonstration dog in her classes for displaying
the obedience commands and behaviors expected
through training.
In their new role as therapy dog and handler, Liz
and Otis work with EAGLES II, a community-based
program that incorporates therapeutic recreation to
help adults with developmental disabilities. They also
team up to visit hospice patients at Alden Estates and
Marsicano Family, a home for children with special
needs.
Liz was the mastermind behind the first annual
Darien Pet Parade that took place during DarienFest
this past September. She recruited numerous pet

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

Please send your event
information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

5

Liz and Otis
related businesses and teamed up with A Caring
Place and the Darien Chamber to promote the event
and recruit participants. It was a huge success and
plans are already underway for the 2014 event that
will be even bigger!
Liz assists in the rescue of dogs by helping to foster
and train dogs that are up for adoption through
A Caring Place rescue group. One of Liz’s goals is
to ensure that puppies and dogs find their forever
homes and are happy and loved for a lifetime.
Darien is fortunate to have an expert and advocate
in our community for pet rescue. Liz Huskey is the
cheerleader every dog needs and she never gives up
on the premise that dogs and their families can live
happily ever after!

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

12

Neighbors Publications is looking for an
Account Manager in the DuPage County area.
This is an outstanding opportunity to meet
people and be involved in your community.

Call today! 630-995-3482
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7

2

14
Hinsdale South
HS Semester
exams
(through Feb. 16)

8

9

15

16

Hornet Jazz Band
Festival
7pm, HSHS

20

Family Affair
Dinner Demo
7pm, Library

21

22

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

26

Creative Youth
Art & Poetry Fair
2-3:30pm,
Eisenhower Jr.
High

27

4
Practice ACT
10am
Library
Countdown to
Downtown!
1pm
Library

10

17

11

23

24

Job Seekers and
Career Changers
7pm, Library

28

29

18
Book Drive
10am-12pm
Goddard School

GenLit 80s Game
Night
7pm
Library

Chamber of
Commerce After
Hours & Rotary
Open House
5-7pm
Republic Bank

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

Darien Historical
Society “Sunday
Dinner”
1pm
Alpine Banquets

3

All about E-books
& E-magazines
3:30pm
Library

Get the most
from Standard &
Poors 2pm or
7pm, Library
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SATURDAY

State of the
County
11:30am
Seven Bridges
Master JobLink
2-3pm or 3:304:30pm, Library
Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm, Swim &
Recreation Club

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

13

FRIDAY

Movie: The New
Adventures
of Pippi
Longstocking
1:30pm
Library

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Join the Neighbors team!
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Financial News
Bubble check

DARIEN
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F E B R U A R Y 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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1
Please send your
event information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

S

Please note: Some programs listed may require registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

2
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

9
Friends Books
Sale
1pm-3pm
Library

16
The Music of
Andrew Lloyd
Weber
2pm
Library

3
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

4
B.Y.O.B Party
7pm
Library
Hinsdale South
HS, A Cappella
Concert
7:30pm
HSHS Little
Theater

5
The Barber of
Seville
7pm
Library

10

11

12

Streaming Music
& Videos
10am
Library

Mr. Hinsdale
South
7pm
HSHS Auditorium

Students vs. Staff
Basketball Game
6:30pm
HSHS Gym

Emancipation to
Inauguration
7pm
Library
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7

Hinsdale South
College Planning
Night
7pm, HSHS
Auditorium

Streaming Music
& Videos
6:30pm
Library

13
Economic
Outlook Lunch
11:30am, TBA
C.O.D. What you
need to know
7pm, Library

14
Happy
Valentines
Day

Tangled
Valentine Hearts
7pm, Library
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President’s Day

20
Urban Arts Club
African-American
Heritage
Celebration
7pm
HSHS Auditorium

Red Cross
Babysitting
Basics
2-4:30pm
Library

8
Friends Books
Sale
9am-3pm
Library
Hinsdale South
Booster Club
Casino Night
7pm
Ashton Place

American Heart
Assoc. Ladies
Night Out
6-9pm
Chuck’s Cafe

Hinsdale South
HS Winter Spirit
Week
(Through Feb. 14)

17

6

15
Mock PSAT
10am, Library
Winter Semiformal Dance
7pm
HSHS Fieldhouse
Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party
1pm, Library

21

22

Cass 63 PTC
Parent Social
7-11pm
Chuck’s Cafe

entiment can be an important
tool in measuring risk in the
stock market. When investors
get too bullish, it can be seen as
a cautionary flag that the market
may be due for a fall or a bubble
is nearing its peak. Fortunately,
investors are not currently
displaying signs of optimism that
have historically marked a peak for
stocks. When we look at sentiment,
we focus most of our attention
on the actions taken by market
participants, rather than how they
respond to surveys. A few key
measures include: quiet mergers and
acquisitions (M&A) activity, the lack
of a surge in initial public offerings
(IPOs), and only a very recent
uptick in inflows into funds that
invest in U.S. stocks.

M&A activity remains quiet

A hot market for mergers and
acquisitions has often been a sign
of an overheated stock market as
confident corporate executives
seek to aggressively expand their
businesses. The most recent

example can be seen in the runup in deals that took place in the
mid-2000’s that foreshadowed the
2007 peak in the stock market. In
addition, M&A deal premiums—the
amount offered above the pre-deal
price—remain around 25%, in line
with the 10-year average.

IPO activity is not surging

IPOs tend to soar leading up
to market peaks when confident
investors are eager to snatch up
the shares in the newly public
companies, as we saw in 1999 and
the mid-2000’s. Currently, global
IPO activity is not showing signs of
heating up.

Individual investors have not
been aggressive buyers

While not always a sign of
a market peak until it reaches
extremes, a pickup in money
coming into the stock market from
individual investors is a sign of
improving confidence. Net inflows
to funds that invest in U.S. stocks
have been weak and only recently

posted two months of back-to-back
inflows—an occurrence not seen
since early 2011. Investors tend
to follow moves in the five-year
rolling return for the stock market,
which turned sharply positive with
a double-digit margin over bonds
about a month ago, helping to
sustain the recent trend of inflows.
We may be quite some time away
from an extreme in the appetite of
the individual investor for stocks.
Currently these sentiment
indicators, among others, are not
waving any cautionary flags for
investors despite the strong stock
market performance in 2013 and
since the low of nearly five years
ago. However, we will continue to
watch these indicators as a sign of
rising risk in the market.
Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm, City Hall

23

24

25
La Clemenza de
Tito
7pm
Library

26

27
Author Visit:
Brigid Pasulka
7pm
Library

28
Create MineCraft
1:30pm
Library

Save the Date:
March 7
Live Benefit
Concert for
Darien’s VFW,
Ashyana Banquets
29

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

Darien Public Schools
Public High Schools
Hinsdale South High School
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-1730
Hinsdale Central High School
District #86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-887-1340
Downers Grove South High School
District #99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-271-6599
Lemont High School
District #210. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-257-5838
Public Junior High Schools
Eisenhower Jr. High School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-964-5200
Lakeview Junior High School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-2700
Cass Junior High School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-985-1900
Old Quarry Middle School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286
Westview Hills Middle School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-515-4830
30

Public Elementary Schools
Maercker School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6165
Oakwood School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 1
Bromberek School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 2
Holmes School
District #60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-323-2086
Central School
District #113. . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2286 dial 3
Lace School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-2589
Mark DeLay School
District #61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-0200
Concord School
District #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-3026
Elizabeth Ide
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3344
Prairie View School
District #66 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-910-0804

