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A message from our mayor
“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift
completion of their appointed rounds.”
~ Inscription on the James Farley Post Office in New York City
I have been the Mayor of Darien for nearly a decade now, and we have never
faced such unrelenting snow and cold as we have this winter. While the blizzard
of 2011 and the floods of 2013 presented their own challenges, the constant barrage of snow and low
temperatures required constant efforts to keep the roads clear and water system operational. Many times
residents have stopped me to tell me that while they had no trouble getting out of their driveways and
out of Darien, the roads in other communities were difficult to navigate. This is a great credit to our
Municipal Services Department and their efficient snow removal operations.
When the Director of Municipal Services Dan Gombac came to Darien in 2005, he started an
evaluation process of the snow removal operations that included adding an additional truck and assigning
employees to the same route for an entire season. This resulted in employees becoming familiar to their
dedicated route, knowing the roads and learning the nuances of each street and curve. Over the past
nine years we have seen the strategy result in a faster response and quicker cleanup.
The dedicated Municipal Services workers have also shown their resiliency this winter. During major
storms the drivers work on twelve hour shifts. Have you ever taken a twelve hour road trip, and do
you remember how tired you were
afterward? These drivers drive the
equivalent of Darien to New York City,
in circles around neighborhoods, before
taking off to rest and get ready to come
back to work. Additionally, in the winter
there are frequent water main breaks
that require the workers to dig a large
hole outside, jump into cold, gushing
water, and fix the pipes that ensure
residents get good pressure for the water
in their homes. I can’t thank this group enough for doing the unnoticed but critical work that keeps our
City working. The next time you see a snow plow passing by, please give them a wave in appreciation of
their efforts.
On another note, we are currently working on our City budget for the coming year, and would love to
hear your input! If you have any questions or suggestions on any topic in the City of Darien, please feel
free to contact City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114 or bvana@darienil.gov.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor
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Home improvement in Darien—
beyond granite
countertops

by Mary Coyle Sullivan

SpendanafternoonwatchingHGTVandyoumaythinkyoucanremodel ahouseinaday. “I wantan
openfloor plan, granitecounter tops, stainlesssteel appliances, aneat-inkitchen, bamboofloors,
amediaroomandaspabathroom” arejustafewof therequestsheardfromthediscriminating
homeowner wantingtomakechangestotheir residence. Intheearly2000swhentheeconomywas
booming, homeequityloanswereplentiful andkeepingupwiththeneighborswasessential, people
weremakingwhatseemedlikeimportantupgradestotheir homes. Thenthehousingmarketcrashed,
theeconomysankandhomeownerswereunderwater inmortgagesanddebt. Life’scircumstances
clearlydefinedtheneedsversusthewantswhenitcametohomeimprovements.

D

uring the recent recession,
home remodeling wasn’t a
priority—instead people were
focused on just making a house
payment. According to realtor.com,
things are looking up. In a 2013
Hanley Wood survey, remodeling
sales were up 10% compared
to 2012 and 45% of remodelers
surveyed expected another 10%
growth in 2014.
Of course the “cosmetic” changes
remain popular. Modern kitchens,
replacing brass accents, updating
bathrooms, painting, and using
sustainable materials are trending
home improvements today. But
6

what does a family do when life’s
circumstances have changed and
those changes impact their home
improvement plans?

Family dynamics

According to a 2011 Pew Research
Center report, now more than in
recent modern history, the country
is experiencing a trend of multigenerational households. Whether
it’s a “boomerang” adult child who
has moved home due to economic
or life circumstances or an aging
parent moving in with their “child,”
several generations are now sharing
a roof.

private living space for her mom.
The remodeling and construction
is underway and they are excited
about the transformation.
Consolidating homes, selling two
properties and coordinating a major
renovation is no easy task, however
Diane and Rob, along with their
three young children are relishing
the plans and excited to have
Grandma join them on a permanent
basis.
In the meantime, they have
moved in and will supervise the
construction on the addition. Their
existing home will be put up for
sale and once the construction is
complete, Diane’s mom will move
in and her home will be sold. A
major undertaking for the family
but Diane says it will be worth it to
have all of them living comfortably
together.

Trends in Darien

What continues to be popular
in Darien currently are new
kitchens and baths. Even with
the real estate market on a slow
upswing, homeowners are investing
in their current residence and
making renovations that are major
enhancements. They are planning to
stay for some time, so a new kitchen
or master bath is at the top of the
list.
Joe Wasler, President of Bayern
Builders, has done his fair share of
new kitchens and baths in town.
He has completed many additions
and finished basements. A new
twist is converting the home with
a mansard roof into a pitched roof
(see photos). It is a drastic change
and gives the home a fresh modern
look. He echoed the sentiment that
Darien residents continue to reinvest
in their current residence, making

plans to stay in their homes.
When making the improvements
to any home, Wasler said he
always keeps in mind that future
circumstances might dictate
changing dynamics in the home and
he always leaves extra clearance in
doorways and around the counters
in case a wheelchair is ever needed.
“Aging in Place” is a buzzword in
today’s home improvement market.
The idea is to live in their own
home independently and in a safe,
comfortable and accessible home.
Modified bathrooms, stair lifts, one
story living spaces, wider hallways
to accommodate a wheel chair,
rails and ramps are just a few of the
improvements that are essential for
a senior wanting to age in place in
their own home.
Windows and doors are some of
basic parts and pieces any home
would have. However, as a home

The Corson family has known for
years that the time would come for
them to consolidate two households
into one and have Diane’s parents
move in with them. The timetable
was escalated last year when
Diane’s father became very ill in
the summer and passed away. Her
dad was the primary caregiver to
her mother who has spent the last
several years in a wheel chair. The
family looked at various properties
and even parcels of land to build.
They decided to purchase an
existing home in Darien and make
modifications to accommodate
a wheel chair and provide a nice
7

Healthy Portions
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Home improvement in Darien
ages and these products deteriorate,
heating and cooling bills escalate
when those products begin to fail.
There is also a safety and protection
aspect to having sound products in
place. Replacement windows are a
key way to insure a home maintains
its heat and cool during the proper
seasons.
Tom Kozeluh is the owner of
Ultimate View Windows and has
been in the window replacement
business for many years. He sees
a tremendous value when you
invest in your home with quality
replacement windows. The benefits
are endless, but the key components
are increased home value, protecting
against leaks and maintaining the
correct climate within the home.
Utility bills can have a significant
impact when there is a loss of
cooling or heat leaving a home due

Easy pantry makeover
by Jennifer Bucko Lamplough

to aging and deteriorating windows.
In order to make this project more
cost effective many homeowners
will do the replacements in phases.
Aging homes in the area need
new roofs, siding and gutters.
John Gorgol of Rooftech said that
business is still recovering slowly.
The wicked winter weather has
increased his repair business, but
the maintenance and replacement
of roofs is gaining slow ground.
Avoiding necessary repairs is a
big mistake, since the problem
gets worse over time. However,
pure economics are the main
reason homeowners are not being
preemptive in the replacement of
their roof. John stresses keeping
gutters clean and having the roof
inspected to avoid potential costly
damage. Having a maintenance
check by a professional roofer every
couple years will help alert the
homeowner of a problem before it
potentially causes damage to the
interior of the home with leaks and
seepage.
continued on page 25
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It’s time to pull ingredients for your favorite healthy
muffin recipe and you are digging through your pantry,
past can after can of diced tomatoes, knocking over and
spilling an open and poorly sealed bag of brown rice,
looking for the elusive can of baking powder that you
just can’t seem to locate in the depths of your pantry.
Sound familiar? Time is precious and you don’t want to
waste it on an ingredient hunt. There are a few quick
tricks that can quickly and cheaply makeover your
pantry to make your cooking time less and headaches
even fewer. Follow these five easy steps to an organized
pantry:
• Allot some time for cleaning out your entire pantry.
Check expiration dates and toss out old ingredients.
Donate unopened ingredients within date that you
know you won’t use. Combine ingredients that you
have multiple containers of and group them by type.
Wipe down the shelves (or use a dustbuster to vacuum up spilled ingredients in the back of the pantry).
• Once the pantry is cleaned out, organize the ingredients by type. Purchase clear plastic bins that fit the
height and depth of your pantry and fill one with
baking ingredients like baking soda, baking powder,
yeast packets, flour, sugar and vanilla. Fill another
one with pastas, grains, oatmeal and rice. One more
for canned goods and yet another for tea, coffee and
beverage mixes, or whatever you use a lot of in your
kitchen. When it comes time to bake those healthy
muffins, just pull your “baking bin” out of the pantry

Strawberry Oat Muffins
Yield: 12 muffins
Serving Size: 1 muffin
Prep Time: 10 minutes

Ingredients:

12 muffin paper liners
Cooking spray
1¼ cup plus 1 tablespoon old-fashioned, rolled oats
(reserve 1 tablespoon)
¾ cup whole wheat flour
2 tablespoons Splenda for Baking
2 tablespoons Splenda Brown Sugar Blend
1½ teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup skim milk
3 tablespoons canola oil
1 large egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
6 tablespoons low-sugar strawberry preserves

and everything is at
your fingertips.
• Store ingredients
that spill easily in
mason jars with
lids. Once you open that bag of brown rice, transfer
the rice to a jar and then label the jar with masking
tape or chalkboard labels with the name of the item
and the cooking instructions (for rice, the ratio is
two parts liquid to one part rice, etc.). Mason jars are
cheap, BPA free, easily cleaned and spill proof!
• Once your pantry is organized, check your grocery list
against what you have in the pantry before shopping.
• Keep it organized. Now that your system is in place,
check it every couple of months or so to ensure that
you don’t have multiple ingredients or that your
brown sugar didn’t somehow end up in your canned
goods bin. Staying on top of it will prevent you having
to reorganize it all over again.
Now that your pantry is organized, baking those
healthy muffins will be a breeze. Try the recipe below
for Strawberry Oat Muffins.
Chef Jennifer Bucko Lamplough teaches, has a website,
FitFoodieChef.com, writes award-winning healthy cookbooks
and contributes recipes regularly to the American Diabetes
Association’s “Recipes for Healthy Living” website
and e-newsletter (diabetes.org).

Directions:

• Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Line a muffin pan with
12 paper liners and spray lightly with cooking spray.
• In a large bowl combine oats, whole wheat flour,
Splenda for baking, Splenda brown sugar, baking
powder and salt. Mix well.
• In a medium bowl whisk together milk, oil, egg, and
vanilla.
• Make a well in the center of dry ingredients.  Add milk
(wet ingredients) mixture and stir until moist; do not
overmix.
• Spoon about 1 tablespoon batter into each muffin
cup. Spoon 1 teaspoon strawberry preserves into
center of muffin cup, but do not spread. Spoon
remaining batter over strawberry preserves, dividing
evenly.
• Sprinkle each filled muffin cup with oats.  
• Bake 20-25 minutes.  Cool completely on wire rack.  

Recipe Copyright © 2008 American Diabetes Association. From The Healthy Carb Diabetes Cookbook, by Chef Jennifer Bucko, MCFE and Lara Rondinelli, RD, LDN,
CDE. Reprinted with permission from The American Diabetes Association. To order this book, please call 1-800-232-6733 or order online at store.diabetes.org
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Branch pickup begins in April
Branch Pickup Schedule

Congratulations
to the 2014 Darien
Citizen of the Year—
John F. Poteraske, Jr.

April

21 through 25

June

23 through 27

August

25 through 29

October

27 through 31

The City of Darien is pleased
to be able to offer free branch
pickup for all residents within our
boundaries. To help keep the streets
clean and our crews on schedule,
please stack the branches neatly
by the curb on the Sunday before
the pickup week. The chipper
can accept branches up to 6" in
diameter. Please do not tie the
branches or put them in garbage
cans. All other yard waste such as
grass clippings and flowers should
be disposed of through our yard
waste program with Advanced

Disposal.
All branches need to be out no
later than the Sunday night prior to
the designated pick up week. The
chipping crew can make only one
pass and may complete your street
as soon as Monday morning.
Residents can also take their
branches to the Municipal Services
Facility, located at 1041 S. Frontage
Road, and place at the designated
location, labeled as “Branches.”
Branches will be accepted seven
days a week from 5am until 11pm.
Landscape companies hired to help
with your branches may also take
them to Municipal Services.
If you have any questions
regarding branch pick up, please
contact Municipal Services at
630-353-8105.

Waste Hauling/Recycling

Darien uses a sticker system in which residents affix
one sticker for each 32/33 gallon garbage can or on a
garbage bag which is picked up on a regularly scheduled
garbage day. The weight limit for the garbage is 50
pounds per container. Yard waste can be put in a brown
paper bag or put in a garbage can with a permanent
“YARD WASTE ONLY” tag affixed to the side. The
stickers and tags can be picked up at City Hall.
April 2014–March 2015
Refuse Sticker price – 32 gallon

$3.31

Optional Cart 64 gallon - Monthly fee

20.37

Optional Cart 96 gallon - Monthly fee

24.93

Garbage Holidays

Bulk Items

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801
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The City of Darien is entering into its fourth year with
Advanced Disposal as its refuse hauler. Each April 1st
the rates go up according to the contract. Although the
rates have changed, the pickup procedures remain the
same for 2014-2015. Below is a summary of our garbage
services for the coming year:

Our garbage collectors have six holidays: New Year’s
Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. On the weeks that this
occurs, garbage collection will be pushed back one day
from the holiday.

The Citizen of the Year banquet
will be held on March 8 at Alpine
Banquets. Tickets are $30 each, and
can be purchased at Darien City
Hall. For more information and
reservations please call Diane at
630-353-8102.
John is also the “Good Neighbor”
in this month’s issue. See page 26
to read more about this outstanding
Darien citizen.

Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

New rates for waste hauling

Bulk items are large items that are not included in
normal garbage pick-up. Examples of bulk items are
sofas, loveseats, chairs, tables, and microwaves. Two
stickers must be affixed to each bulk item for it to be
removed on your normal garbage pick-up day. Carpet
must be rolled. Each roll must be no longer than 4 feet
and no heavier than 50 pounds. Each roll must be
tagged with two refuse stickers.

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1
The City Council meets:
March. 3 & 17 and April 7 & 21

Carbon Monoxide FAQS
State of Illinois requires single
family and multiple family
residences to have at least one
approved and operating carbon
monoxide alarm within 15 feet of
each bedroom.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless,
colorless gas produced during
incomplete combustion of fuels—for

White Goods

White goods include refrigerators, ranges, stoves,
freezers, air conditioners, water heaters, and other other
domestic large appliances. Because these need to be
disassembled by hand due to environmentally harmful
materials, five stickers are required to be affixed before
they will be removed on your regular garbage pick-up
day.

Recycling

Recycling is free when put in any receptacle under
33 gallons and marked “Recycling” so the driver can
identify it. Bins may be purchased at City Hall for $8
(med.) or $17 (lrg.). Please help keep our neighborhoods
clean by placing heavy recyclables on top, which keeps
the lighter items from blowing out of the bins and into
our yards. The following are examples of acceptable and
unacceptable recycling items:
Acceptable items

Items not accepted

Newspapers

Styrofoam

Steel Cans & Tins

Motor Oil

Glass Bottles & Jars

Insecticide

Detergent & Fabric Softener
Containers

Items contaminated
with food

Plastic Buckets

Pizza Boxes

Milk & Juice Jugs

Tarps

Aluminum Cans

*Plastic Grocery Bags

*Plastic grocery bags can be recycled in many grocery stores.
Jewel will accept these grocery bags back for recycling.

Electronics Recycling

Illinois law makes it illegal for you to throw your
electronics in the garbage. This law seeks to prevent
dangerous substances contained in electronics from
infiltrating our water supply and soil when they end
up in landfills For places you may recycle electronics
in DuPage County please visit: dupageco.org/EDP/
Waste_Recycling_and_Energy/1549/ or call City Hall at
630-852-5000

example, natural gas, LP gas,
kerosene, oil, wood, and charcoal.
The gas is lethal to humans if it
builds up in the home.
Carbon monoxide alarms may
be battery powered, plug-in with
battery back-up, or AC hard wired
with battery back-up. Batteries
should be changed regularly to

ensure proper operation.
Carbon monoxide alarms are
widely available in hardware and
home improvement stores. Prices
start at approximately $20.
Additional information
on carbon monoxide can be
found at solutions.uiuc.edu/ or
healthyindoorair.org/
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Do I need a building permit?
The following information is provided to help guide
the residential homeowner on various interior and
exterior home remodeling projects. For more detailed
information please contact the building department at
630-353-8115, e-mail mwintermute@darienil.gov, or visit
our website at darien.il.us.

Always consult with the building department
regarding local building setback requirements, and any
items not addressed on this sheet. Please note that all
contractors must be licensed with the City of Darien
before beginning any work. Please contact the building
department to determine if your contractor is licensed.

Permits Required:

Permits not Required:

(Common examples)
1. New Dwelling Structures
2. Room Additions
3. Garages, attached and detached
4. Alterations where structural elements are affected,
i.e.; new openings in foundations, walls, ceilings,
roofs, enlarged door and window openings.
5. Re-roofing—tearing off old shingles
6. All new electrical and plumbing installations
(in wall work)
7. Fireplaces and solid fuel burning stoves
8. New air conditioning units
9. Generators
10. Sheds
11. Swimming Pools—in-ground and above-ground
12. Patios, including paver brick
13. Decks and Porches
14. Fences
15. Driveways—including paver brick
16. New water service
17. Sewer work (in public right-of-way)
18. Concrete work over 100 sq. ft.
19. Landscaping ponds
20. Landscaping that alters the grade of the property
21. Retaining walls
22. Underground sprinkler systems
23. Wheelchair Lifts/Elevators

(Common examples)
1. Normal repair and maintenance
2. Roof overlay—limited to a total of 2 layers of
roofing material
3. Replacement of deteriorated materials
4. Siding, soffit and fascia
5. Windows and doors—replacing with same size.
6. Superficial remodeling which does not affect
structural elements, such as drywall and
plaster work
7. Replacing fixtures
8. Exterior concrete flatwork under 100 sq. feet, such
as stoops and service walks
9. Driveway overlay or sealcoating
10. Simple landscaping that DOES NOT change the
grading of the property

Residential Multi Family:

1. Normal repair and maintenance
2. Replacing fixtures
All other multifamily construction may require
permits. Please check with the building department
AND your homeowners association BEFORE beginning
any construction

My contractor must be licensed with the City of Darien because….
The City of Darien requires all contractors performing
permitted work within the city become licensed with
us. When a contractor becomes licensed with the
city they are required to provide contact information,
liability insurance and a construction bond. These items
are in place to insure that the construction is completed
in accordance with our building codes.
Registration allows the City of Darien to better
regulate construction activity and contractors working in
the city. It also gives the resident an avenue of recourse
should the construction not be up to code.
Please call the Building Department at 630-353-8115
when considering construction to determine if the
contractor is currently licensed with the City of Darien.
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City of Darien to replace
sidewalks, curbs and
gutters
Is your concrete driveway in need of repair?
The City of Darien will be conducting our annual
sidewalk, curb and gutter replacement program this
summer. In conjunction with this program, we will again
be offering homeowners the opportunity to replace
their driveway, apron, and depress their driveway curb,
at a competitive bid price. If you would be interested in
receiving more information on this program please call
Diane at 630-353-8102.
*If you identify a sidewalk in need of repair, please call
us at the above telephone number.

Senior Corner...........................................................
Darien Police Department
Senior Service Officers

In October of 2012 Darien Police
Chief Ernest Brown sent two police
officers to specialized training to
better assist the Darien Senior
Citizen population. Officers Lauren
Renner and Marina Liska became
the Darien Police Department’s
Elder Services Officers. Since the
start of this program the Elder
Services Officers have been
busy meeting with Darien senior
citizens and assisting them with
important services. For questions
regarding the City of Darien Elder
Services Officers Program you
can contact officer Lauren Renner
at lrenner@darienil.gov or officer
Marina Liska at mliska@darienil.gov,
or call 630-852-5000.

Subsidized Taxi Service

City of Darien Pilot II Subsidized
Taxi Service provides transportation
needs using coupons that reduce
the cost of taxi fares. This program
serves Darien residents who
are senior citizens (65+) and

persons with disabilities (must be
documented). Participants must first
register at the Darien City Hall by
completing a program registration
form and having a picture taken for
an identification card issued within
2–4 weeks. Ride coupons have face
value of $5 each and cost $2.50
each (City of Darien subsidizes ½
of the cost). Please contact the City
of Darien for further details and
information at 630-852-5000.

File of Life

A File of Life kit contains a
standardized medical information
card in a magnetic pouch which
is designed to be placed on the
front of a refrigerator. There is
also a smaller card and pouch to
be carried in a purse or wallet.
These cards will help police
and emergency response teams
have instant access to medical
information and therefore be able
to act more quickly in emergency
situations. Each kit comes with
instructions on how to complete
and maintain the medical

information on the cards. Several
thousand kits have already been
distributed. They are available at the
township office 4340 Prince St. in
Downers Grove. A $1 donation is
requested.

Home Maintenance

DuPage Senior Citizen Council
Home Maintenance Program is
available for senior citizens in
DuPage County. This program
provides affordable repair services
so seniors can maintain the safety
and value of their homes. For
more information please call:
630-620-0804.

Vintage Times—Senior
Programming on DCT6

The Vintage Times, produced by
the Township of Downers Grove
in cooperation with the Village of
Downers Grove, is aired on Darien
Cable Television Channel 6 daily
at 4pm. This program contains
interesting and relevant information
pertaining to senior citizens.
13
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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2014–2015 Registration Information

With your child’s third quarter report card you will find registration
information for the 2014–2015 school year. We ask for your support and
cooperation in helping us prepare for next year.
We are using a new registration format which will allow us to plan based
on students expected to return to the district. The new process will allow
you to register your child and make payments on-line through Family
Access. If you are new to the area or do not have internet access, you can
contact District Office after April 18 for more information. Registration will
run from April 18 to May 9.
Thank you in advance for helping us make the registration process easier.
If you have any questions please contact your building principal.

Illinois 5 Essentials Survey begins in March

Illinois will again conduct the statewide survey of learning conditions. The
Illinois 5 Essentials Survey will provide feedback to schools on five leading
indicators for school improvement:
• Effective Leaders
• Collaborative Teachers
• Involved Families
• Supportive Environment
• Ambitious Instruction
This research-based survey will provide District #61 with valuable
information, but we need your help. District staff members and students at
Eisenhower Junior High School will be completing the survey. In order to
get feedback we need 50% of the teaching staff and 30% of our patents to
complete the on-line survey.
The survey will be available on-line from March 17 through April 25.
Watch for information and survey links from the District in late February/
March. Let your input be heard.
As a District we are striving to increase staff and parent participation on
this survey.

NEW District #61 Open Computer Lab
Do you need to access your e-mail? Are
you trying to access the Internet?
District #61 is opening their computer
labs to the community for computer use in
the evenings from 6–8pm at the following
locations:
Tuesdays: DeLay (Enter at the
Gym Doors—north parking lot)
Wednesdays: Lace (Enter through
front door)
Thursdays: Eisenhower Junior High
(Enter through front door)
Sessions began the week of January 27
Adults looking to have computer and
Internet access can attend at any of the District Schools. While children
or students are welcome they must be accompanied and monitored by a
parent or guardian.

Health requirements for entering school on first day
Illinois law requires that each child entering preschool, kindergarten and sixth grade submit proof of a
health examination and the required immunizations.
The law states a student must have the required health
examination and immunizations on or before the first
day of school. Any child failing to submit such proof as
of the first day of school will not be allowed to enter
school.

Immunizations are available through the DuPage Co.
Health Dept. (630-682-7400). If you are using your
private physician, we encourage you to make your
appointments early. If you need assistance in locating
a physician, you can call the school’s health aide. A list
of pediatric services can be provided to you from our
District Nurse, Susanne Gomez, RN, M.S.PEL-II.C.S.N.

Summary

Physical examination within 12 months prior to the date of entering school
(Kdg., 6th grade, and upon entering Pre-school)

Immunizations:
DPT or DTaP

4 or more doses with the last dose on or after the 4th
birthday

Tdap

1 dose upon entering 6th grade

Polio (TOPV or IPV)

3 or more doses with the last dose on or after the 4th
birthday

Measles

2 doses, 1st dose on or after the 1st birthday, 2nd
dose no less than 28 days later (usually given as MMR)

Rubella

2 doses on or after the 1st birthday (usually given as
MMR)

Mumps

2 doses on or after the 1st birthday (usually given as
MMR)

MMR

2 doses, 1st dose on or after the 1st birthday, 2nd
dose no less than 28 days later

Hepatitis B Series

Students entering Pre-school or 6th grade must show
proof of 3 doses of vaccine.

Varicella

1 dose for Pre-school program (received on or after
the 1st birthday)
2 doses for Kindergarten or 6th grade (received on
or after the 1st birthday for entering Kindergarten or
6th grade)

HIB Series

Required for pre-school entry

Children aged 24–59 months of age, entering a
child-care or school program below the kindergarten
level shall show proof of immunizations that complies
with the pneumococcal vaccination schedule. Those
children who have not received the primary series of
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, according to the
recommended vaccination schedule shall show proof of
receiving one dose of pneumococcal vaccine.
Illinois also requires a dental exam for all students

entering kindergarten and sixth grade. Please have your
dentist complete the form which will be available at
registration or from the school office and return it to
school on the first day of school.
A vision examination by a licensed optometrist or
opthalmologist is also required for kindergarten entry.
Please have your doctor complete the form which will
be available at registration or from the school office and
return it to school on the first day of attendance.
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It’s as easy as ABC…

2014–2015 School Calendar

by Mike Fitzgerald
It may sound silly for junior high
students to be learning about their
ABC’s, but at Eisenhower Junior
High the ABC stands for Anti-Bullying Club and the program has been
running successfully at Eisenhower
for the past two years.
In the summer of 2012 teachers met with administration and
brainstormed the best possible way
to deliver a message against bullying
in all its forms, while at the same
time teaching the positive concepts
of character education. After many
hours of brainstorming ideas, and
researching current and past programs it was decided that our staff
could take the best parts of other
programs and customize it to best
meet the needs of our students.

The structure of the program was
developed so that students would be
divided into groups that would meet
once a month to cover one or two
topics that had been pre-selected for
the school. The groups would consist of a teacher and equal numbers
of 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.
Almost every staff member belongs
to a group so that there is ownership throughout the school. Mr. Filas
and I walk around the groups to
check in and listen to discussions. It
also allows us to see if there are any
problems that come up and to help
16

solve them before the next meeting. Every time the ABC groups
meet the school is on an assembly
schedule or on a half-day of student
attendance. This allows for minimum interruption to the academic
day. The ABC groups meet for fifty
minutes on those days.
The teachers decided that the
groups would remain the same for
years to follow. As an example,
when the eighth graders graduate,
the current 6th and 7th graders
remain with the same teacher and
new sixth graders would be placed
in the group for the following year.
This would give the groups the
continuity of organizations like
Congress, where experienced members would know how the groups
functioned and what had
worked in the past, while
new members could bring
new ideas and energy to
the groups. Having the
groups stay together also
allowed for relationships
and a safe and trusting environment to develop over
a longer period of time.
The topics were chosen
by the committee of teachers and
included:
What is bullying?, Respect, Strategies for Responding to Bullying,
Do the Right Thing-Bystanders and
Bullying, Responsibility,
Giving Back to the Community-Service, Cyber-bullying, Diversity, Tolerance,
Social Media Boundaries
and Safety, Pride, RumorsTrust-Honesty, Citizenship,
Making Good Decisions.
Each month’s lesson is
developed by a grade level

team of teachers and shared with
the staff of the entire school electronically. The lessons often include
a teaching component, hands on
activity and discussion along with
many multi-media clips to grab
student’s attention. Topics can also
be flipped to meet the needs of the
school. For example, if there are a
lot of reports of cyber-bullying incidents at the beginning of the year,
but that topic is not scheduled to
December, we can flip the topic and
teach the whole school in September in a way that is very effective,
meaningful and thorough.
The ABC’s at Eisenhower Junior
High has been a successful program
that has helped shape students into
responsible, caring citizens that can
make better decisions. In the future
we will continue to evaluate the
program and make adjustments to
meet the needs of our students and
staff as well as the world around us.
Mike Fitzgerald is the Principal of
Eisenhower Junior High School.

You will see this sign at all District
#61 schools as individuals are
prohibited from carrying firearms
in any of their facilities. The Illinois
State Police has proposed the sign
which we have posted at all District
#61 buildings.

District #61 applauds
staff members on
their continued
education
Over the past year, many of our
teachers and administrators have
continued their education at various
local colleges. In all, over 110 credit
hours were earned. We would like
to recognize these staff members:
Concordia College
Ashley Grabowski
Lewis University
Zachary Holtzman
St. Xavier
Hollie Hickey, Janel Luna, Jen Reyes
Augustana
Christopher Nolen, Becky Knapp
Aurora University
Kathy Atwood, Michelle Sleboda,
Gail Stocchero, Bob Johnson,
Gerry Dulkoski, Becky Knapp,
Sally Sinow, Kim McShea
American College of Education
Kristen Lemar
University of St. Francis
Kristie Lupella, Julie Vallo
Adams State University
Sally Misiora
National Louis
Emily Heise
Northern Illinois University
Joel Filas, Mike Fitzgerald

Aug. 27
Sept. 1
Sept. 19
Oct. 13
Oct. 31
Nov. 7
Nov. 24
Nov. 25
Dec. 19
Jan. 5
Jan. 16
Jan. 19
Jan. 23
Jan. 30
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 16
Feb. 27
Mar. 13
Mar. 27
Apr. 3
Apr. 6
Apr. 10
May 1
May 25
June 3

First Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs of attendance)
Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
First Quarter Ends
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Parent-Teacher Conferences 12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Ends
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5-8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8am–11am
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
County Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Third Quarter Ends
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)

June 4–5 *These days will be declared Local Holidays
June 8–10 if no days are required for closing school during the year
due to an emergency. If these days are not required,
then the last day of pupil attendance will be as
shown above.
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Meet the New Chairman of The Board, Thomas Papais
Thomas Papais is president and owner of Rose Landscape Design, Inc.
They specialize in landscape design and construction, serving Darien
and the surrounding communities for over 17 years. As one of Unilock’s
Authorized Contractors, he has won several Awards of Excellence in design
contests, being a finalist almost every year. Tom is a graduate of Purdue
University with a degree in Landscape Architecture. He is a member of
ILCA.
A heartfelt thank you to Tim Werner for his outstanding two year term as
Chairman of The Board.

Thomas Papais

Congratulations Darien
Citizen of the Year

The Darien Chamber of Commerce would like to
congratulate the 2014 Darien Citizen of The Year
John F. Poteraske, Jr.

The Darien Chamber has launched a new website
darienchamber.com. Check out the Shop Local Shop
Darien and Hot Deals pages for special deals.

Welcome new chamber members
State Farm Insurance
Keith Hanouw Agency
805 Plainfield Rd Ste. 217-B, Darien, IL 60561
Keith Hanouw
630-321-8900
Helping people obtain the right insurance and financial
service products for their life and lifestyle.
insurewithkeith.com
Alkaye Media Group
38 N. CassAve., Westmont, IL
Al Kohout
630-971-8700
The Alkaye Media Group was established in 1979 and
is the umbrella of various entities.
Alkaye Media—Video Production and Internet
marketing; video, audio and film transfer
Sound Memories Video—Event Video Production
FunFotoz—Photo Booths with Green Screen for
Custom Backgrounds
MOO-V-Night.com—Outdoor Big-Screen Movies
ShopandDiscover.com—promoting small business and
local communities

Walgreens
7516 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
Chris Reiter
630-964-4242
Retail pharmacy serving your health and wellness needs.
We help our customers get healthy, stay healthy, and
live well.

Attention Darien Business Owners

The deadline to have your business featured in the
2014–2015 Annual Community Guide and Directory
is April 1. Join the Darien Chamber today!

Smiles On Cass
7339 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
Drs. Francis and Jennifer Tan
331-481-9302
Smiles On Cass is a modern, family-oriented dental
office providing cosmetic and general dentistry for the
whole family. The doctors and staff pride themselves
on their compassion and attention to detail, resulting in
superior dental experiences for all patients.

Darien Dash Sponsorship
Opportunities are now available
Visit dariendash.com

Darien Dash Registration is now open
Dash for Education will once again award $2500 to
local schools and youth organizations. In 2013 Lace
School was awarded $1000, Eisenhower Jr. High $500
and Concord School $500.
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2014 City of Darien Vehicle Sticker
2014 Vehicle Stickers can be purchased at City Hall,
BMO Harris Bank and Citizens Financial Bank for only
$3.

Save the Date!
Sunday,
May 18
Darien Community Park

Upcoming Events
March 8
2014 Darien Citizen of The Year
Dinner Dance
Alpine Banquets, 6pm
March 20
Spring Multi-Chamber Luncheon
Featuring Jeanne Malnati
Sheraton Lisle, 11am
March 26
Chamber 101
Citizens Financial Bank, 9am
March 27
Soloprenuer Connection Event
BMO Harris Bank, 9am
19

Business Nuggets

An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien

Cuts on Cass, a hair salon at 132 N. Cass Ave. has
a donation box available to help support local animal
shelters and rescue organizations. Be sure to stop by
and make a donation and well-behaved dogs are always
welcome to visit the salon.
Congratulations to Darien Culvers’ owner
Fernanda Fernandes who was selected as the
divisional champion in a recent nationwide “Culvers
Crew Challenge.” This young business owner (she’s
only 35) is in the running for a grand prize of $50,000
in the national competition. The Darien Culvers is only
one of four stores to receive this honor and the only
store in Illinois.
Don’t be scammed! Nationwide, automated calls
from 268 and 473 area codes dial random cell phone
numbers, ring once, and then disconnect. If the call
is returned, a $19.95 international call fee and $9 per
minute charges are assessed. Do not return missed
calls from these or other numbers that seem suspicious.
Phone carriers are unable to block these calls. File a
police report if you become a victim.
Reserve your space!
The next issue of Neighbors of Darien magazine
is the annual Chamber directory. Don’t miss
out on the opportunity to advertise in this great
resource that residents hang on to for the year.
It’s mailed to every home and business in Darien
and is a very affordable advertising tool. Contact
info@emeraldmarketing.com today.
Walk the Stations of the Cross in Lenten
observation on April 11 at the Carmelite Meditation
Garden in Darien, located beside the Carefree Village,
8419 Bailey Rd. Beginning at 10:30am and concluding
with Mass at the National Shrine of St. Therese at
11:30am. More info: 800-621-2806.
The Carmelite Spiritual Center welcomes individuals
and groups for spiritual workshops, meetings, and
retreats. The Spiritual Center has several multipurpose
meeting rooms accommodating groups from 15 to 150.
Visit carmelitespiritualcenter.org for more information.

The Chamber is starting up a Home Based
Business Networking Group. The event will take
place at BMO Harris Bank, 2275 75th St. in Darien at
9am on March 27. For more information contact Clare
at the Darien Chamber: clare@darienchamber.com.
Calling all local musicians! The 3rd
Annual Darien Idol will take place on Sun.,
Sept. 7 at DarienFest. Registration is now open at
darienchamber.com.
Lend a hand to your four footed furry friends at
Knockout Women’s Boxing Club’s first everfurry fundraiser, PUNCHES FOR PAWS, and is a
two-day boxing workout event benefit for the West
Suburban Humane Society. Co-ed Punches, Paws
and Pints Session! April 25 at 7pm. Men are welcome
to attend. Following your workout you can enjoy food
and drinks at Tap House in Westmont.
Women’s Only Punches for Paws Sessionsare April
26 at 8:30am and 9:30am. Knockout will also be
hosting an OPEN HOUSE throughout the morning
sessions. Meet some of their sponsors, meet the KO
team and stay for coffee and refreshments.
Pre-registration and $20 fee is required. Classes
will be beginner friendly. Raffle tickets will be on
sale at the gym in the week preceding the event.
Knockout Women’s Boxing Club is located at
95 W. 61st St. in Westmont. For more information
visit knockoutwomensboxingclub.com.
Don’t forget to support your local law enforcement
departments in fundraising efforts for Special
Olympics Illinois with the Law Enforcement Torch
Run events. Visit the website soill.org to see the great
events going on including plane pulls, polar plunges,
bass tournaments and more. These fundraising efforts
help make Special Olympics programs possible in
Darien and throughout Illinois.
Wild Orchids’ Orchid Rooms are now open!
Be pampered in their private setting, and preview
the new wig collection. Consultations are always
complementary and new clients receive 50% off
their first service (limit one service). 50% off also
applies to new clients in Wild Orchid’s Hair Salon.
This offer expires April 15. The salon is located at
7511 Lemont Rd., Ste. 140. For more information or
to make an appointment call 630-910-1102 or visit
wildorchidsalon.com.

Around the Block
Save Old Lace and join the Historical Society
At Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum, the volunteer
directors are contending with major capital needs and
looking for ways to make the building’s repairs. Handin-hand is the annual Membership Drive to help offset
costs of maintaining this historic building. DHS knows
the fondness many residents and businesses have for
Old Lace at the corner of 75th and Cass Ave. Joining
the Darien Historical Society (DHS) will help maintain
the iconic building and is the best direct way to retain
it. Annual memberships are available from $20–$500.
Additional donations and bequests are welcome
anytime. Checks: Darien Historical Society at 7422
Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561 Call 630-964-6792. Invest
locally. DHS cares!

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
all who attend.
For more information: sjlcdarien.org, info@sjlcdarien.org,
or call 630-969-7987.

Rockin’ with the Vets has star-studded event
planned
Mark your calendar for the Concert Fundraiser
benefiting the Darien VFW Post 2838. Don’t miss
the LIVE Vegas quality show at Ashyana Banquets in
Downers Grove, Fri., March 7. There is a dinner/concert
option and concert only ticket option!
For more information on ticket sales, becoming
a sponsor, or making a donation, please e-mail
post2838@gmail.com or call 630-796-5654.

Easter Eggstravaganza…an eggciting event
St. John Lutheran Church & Early Learning Center
will host an Easter Eggstravaganza April 19 from
9–11am with an Egg Hunt at 10am. The event is open
to the public free of charge as a community outreach.
There will be a puppet show at 9:30am and 10:30am.
The congregation’s K-9 Comfort Dog, Shami, will greet

Hope4Haiti project continues great work
The Hope4Haiti project still is very much active
and started in our community as an example of one
community reaching out to help another in a faraway.
They continue to find individuals and small groups
interested in having an impact with their giving. Visit
kids4good.org for more information.

The Big Read continues
Throughout the months of March and April the Big
Read will continue with programs and dialog about this
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year’s selection The Longest Road: Overland in Search of
America, from Key West to the Arctic Ocean by Chicago
native Philip Caputo. Visit ippl.info for a complete listing
of upcoming events and programs and on Facebook and
Twitter.
The library offers a variety of programs and classes
to enrich people’s lives by providing opportunities
to explore new topics, connect people, and be
inspired to learn something new. Find everything
from lectures to computer classes to programs for
all ages. Visit the calendar with complete listings at
il.evanced.info/indianprairie/lib/eventcalendar.asp

now on sale for $5 per person, and it will be $6 per
person at the door. Call Lion Dennis Breier at 630-5366060. Lions Club is also collecting any old cell phones,
eyeglasses and ink cartridges.

Lions Club Big Raffle tickets still available
This is one of the Lions Clubs biggest fundraisers
for their humanitarian and community events. Only
375 tickets will be sold at $100 each. The drawing will
take place at Carriage Greens Country on June 5 at
7pm. You do not have to be present to win. 1st Prize is
$10,000, 2nd Place $5,000 and 3rd Place $2,000. There
are 4th through 13th Place with awards of $200 each.
Fore more information contact Lion John Pearson
Chairman of the Big Raffle: Johnpearsonii@gmail.com or
708-516-9966

Darien Rotary Club hosts tasting
A Taste of Route 66, restaurant tasting and fundraiser
is set for March 11 from 6-9pm at Carriage Greens
Country Club. This event is open to the public.
Proceeds will help support this year’s signature project:

Darien Lions Club serve up pancakes
The annual Lions
Club pancake
breakfast takes place
March 23 from
7:30am–1pm at
Eisenhower Junior
High. Enjoy a fabulous
breakfast, free hearing
and blood screening,
split the pot raffle
and more while
eating pancakes and supporting the Lions. Tickets are
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Around the Block
Rotary Back Pack Program. Backpacks go to Darien
school children who are not getting proper meals on the
weekends. The program supplies them with nutritious
shelf-stable food to take home. darienrotaryclub.org.

Darien Youth Club Candlelight Bowl
Join DYC for a night of bowling fun with friends
to benefit DYC programs. The event is March 22
at Willowbrook Lanes, 8pm. Ticket options include
bowling and dinner or dinner only. darienyouthclub.org.

Darien home improvement
continued from page 8

Hiring qualified personnel who are accredited
and insured is a very important aspect of any home
improvement project. Gorgol encourages people
to check angieslist.com to research any prospective
company that you are considering working on your
home.

Things are looking up

All indications are that now is a good time for home
improvement. Whether it’s a paint update, energy
efficient change or a major renovation to accommodate
a new life situation, the home improvement market is
back.

Darien robotics team ranks high
The Darien Center sponsored Lego League robotics
team “Darrrrriumbation,” composed of students from
6th to 8th grade, placed 4th at a recent competition and
was awarded “Best Robot Design.” The competition also
involved project execution and several other exercises as
demanding as the robotics side. Darien Center is located
at 7800 S. Cass Ave. and provides activities for hands-on
learning.

Dine Away Hunger benefits PRC pantry
Five Culvers resaurants will participate in a Dine
Away Hunger event Wed., March 12 from 11am–10pm.
Locations in Darien, Addison, Carol Stream, Downers
Grove will donate 10% of the bill to People’s Resource
Center (PRC) Food Pantry benefitting DuPage County
families in need.

Science Careers in Search of Women
Argonne National Laboratory will conduct the 27th
“Science Careers in Search of Women” conference April
10. Female high school students have an extraordinary
opportunity to discover possible careers in science and
engineering through interacting with Argonne’s worldclass women scientists and engineers.
Call 630-252-3380 or visit dep.anl.gov/p_k-12/women.

Support these athletes
The 2014 area Spring Games will be held Sun., April
27 at North Central College in Naperville with Darienarea athletes competing in track and field and more.
Volunteers and financial support are always needed
for this event. Contact Sandy at 630-377-7250 or
shutchins@soill.org for information.

Volunteers needed
A Caring Place-All Breed Dog Rescue, an allvolunteer, non-profit, foster-based organization, is
seeking volunteers and foster homes. Supplies provided.
Veterinary costs are covered by the organization. For
more information, contact acaringplace@comcast.net, or
call 630-375-7976.
Routine bi-monthly dog showings are held on 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month at PETCO of Downers
Grove at 1400F 75th St. To see a listing of dogs
currently available for adoption, visit acaringplacehs.org.

Please plant a TREE!
Celebrate Arbor Day on April 25
Updating your landscape is every bit as important as remodeling
the inside of your home. Planting a beautiful shade tree will make a
significant impact. Trees give us year round beauty. Spring arrives with an
array of white to deep red blooms, and everything in between. The bright
green chartreuse of young, new leaves that only a tree can “dis-play” is
something truly special!
We know that trees provide us with clean air. Trees offer solace and a
cool place for families to picnic or just relax.
Memories are created with the planting of a TREE! We invite you to
join the tree planting ceremony at Darien’s 15th Annual Arbor Day
Celebration on April 25, at Smart Oaks Park. Local school children from
Lace and Case schools will be in attendance. As part of the ceremony, the
children grow butterflies, and release them during the event. Memorial
trees will be planted to honor and remember those special ones, who
are no longer with us. This mid-morning event has always proved
memorable! Join us, and get inspired!
For more information, contact Kathy Minardi at
kathyminardi@comcast.net or Facebook facebook.com/pages/DarienArbor-Day
Darien Arbor Day is sponsored by The Gift of Carl Foundation,
the Darien Park District and the City of Darien.
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Good Neighbor

Rotary Taste of
March 11 3/11 Darien
Rt. 66, 6-9pm
March 23 3/23 Darien Lions Club

Citizen of the Year
John F. Poteraske, Jr.

D

arien’s motto is “A Nice
Place to Live” but without
the perseverance of our
nominee, Darien may not have
been the wonderful city it is today.
In 1968, when Darien was petitioning its citizens to incorporate
and for the County of DuPage to
accept us as a City into the County,
John “pounded the pavement” to
get signatures on the petitions and
“burned up” phone lines to residents
and county commissioners convincing them they wanted us! In essence, John could be said to be one
of our founding fathers of the new
modern Darien. He continues to be
an active member of the community
today.
John is a very humble and private
man and when he was informed of
his award the first words out of his
mouth were “...but I didn’t do anything.” He went on to say “I don’t
measure up to all those folks who
have their pictures on the wall.” But
his son put it into perspective when
he said, “Dad, you have done so
much for this city.” And how right
he was.
A quote from Criss Jami puts
John’s life into focus, ”Find a purpose to serve, not a lifestyle to live.”
John and his wife Sharon, of 51
years, moved to Darien in January
of 1968. Here they raised their three
children, Elizabeth, John and James
and where they adore their three
grandchildren.

After the successful campaign to
incorporate Darien,
John started to “feel
his oats.” In 1972 he
started Cub Scout
Pack 236 at Lace
School. Not to let his
daughter down, he
then became a group
leader for the Girl Scouts. Additionally starting in 1972 and for the next
10 years he served as president, vice
president, treasurer and facilities
director of the Darien Youth Club
(DYC) plus 12 years of coaching
baseball and another three years
coaching basketball. Knowing the
importance of education to any city,
for over two years John explored
the consolidation of District 61 and
District 63 into one district. He
also was instrumental in structuring the formation of the District 61
Educational Foundation. The City
of Darien benefited in other various
ways from John. He was a member
of the Breakfast Kiwanis Club for
three years serving as president for
one. He served with the Auxiliary
Police from 1995 to 1997, was a
member of the city’s zoning committee from 1997 to 2003 and was
a committee member of Save the
Barn.
One of John’s nominators noted:
“John has touched most everyone
in Darien though his generosity of
service and commitment.”

Good Eating in
Darien

Pancake Breakfast
7:30am-1pm

Feature your event here!
Call 630-995-3482

or write info@emeraldmarketing.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Please send your event
information to
MaryS@emeraldmarketing.com

Sharon and John Poteraski
with Mayor Weaver
In 1997, John became a member
of the Darien Historical Society. He
has served as a director for many
years and is presently the president
of the society. His devotion and
undertaking have been remarkable.
John served as Alderman for Ward
3, a position he held honorably,
from 2002–2013. As an alderman he went above and beyond in
service to his Ward 3 constituents
by tirelessly seeking reliable electric
service, addressing speeding issues
in the neighborhoods and initiating
the subsidized taxi service for our
senior citizens. During his tenure on
the city council one of his greatest
wishes was to be able to reduce
the city tax to its residents—and
the city was able to accomplish just
that prior to his retirement both
in 2012 and 2013. As a nominator
stated…”A shining star? No, John is
a galaxy.” And will be forever shining brightly throughout the City of
Darien.

M A R C H 2014
MONDAY

Spring Clothing
Resale
9am-2pm
Prairieview School
Downers Grove

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

2
Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

9

3

4

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

11
Darien Rotary
Taste of Rt. 66
6-9pm
Carriage Greens
Country Club

12
Kingswood
Academy Open
House
9-10:30am
6:30-8pm

Stop Motion
Video Workshop
6:30-8pm
Library

16

17

18

19

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

Lions Club
pancake
breakfast
7:30am-1pm,
Eisenhower
Jr. High

23

30

24

31

13
MOVIE
Captain Phillips
2pm, Library
Spring Musical
Little Shop of
Horrors
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

20
Spring MultiChamber
Luncheon
11am
Sheraton Lisle

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

Respectfully submitted,
The Darien Citizen of the Year Committee

6

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7pm
Swim & Recreation
Club

Master JobLink
2-3pm or
3:30-4:30pm
Library

10

5

25
Choral Classics
Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

26
Percussion
Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

27

7

8

Live Benefit
Concert for
Darien’s VFW
Ashyana Banquets

Citizen of the Year
Dinner Dance
6pm
Alpine Banquets

14
Spring Musical
Little Shop of
Horrors
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

21

15
Spring Musical
Little Shop of
Horrors
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

22

Super Smash
Bros. Brawl
6-8:30pm
Library

28

29

Financial News
Turn down the volume
by Angelo R. Imbrogno

DARIEN
SUNDAY

A P R I L 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

Please check with individual
organizations.

Open House,
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse &
Museum

13
Big Read:
Songs of
Woody Guthrie:
American
Balladeer
2-3pm
Library

20
Easter

2
Kingswood
Academy Open
House
9-10:30am
6:30-8pm

Please note: Some programs
listed may require registration
and/or fees.

6

THURSDAY

7
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

8

9

Paying for
College and Cars
6:30-8pm
Library

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

11

12

Souvenir Suitcase
– Make & Take
3:30-7pm
Library

10
Hinsdale South
Student Council
Blood Drive
East PE Balcony
Inventing 101
7-8:30pm
Library

14
Passover begins

21
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall

15

16

Spring Jazz
Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

22

17
College Night
7pm
Hinsdale South
Fieldhouse

23

DYC Candlelight
Bowl
8pm
Willowbrook
Lanes

24
Spring Band
Concert
7:30pm
Hinsdale South
Auditorium

18
Good Friday

19
Easter
Eggstravaganza
9am
St. John Lutheran
Church

25
Arbor Day
Celebration
Smart Oaks Park
Ethnic Fair
6:30pm
Hinsdale South
Fieldhouse

26
Chamber 101
9am
Citizens Financial
Bank

J

anuary saw a loss of 3.5%,
the biggest one-month loss
in the S&P 500 Index since
May 2012. The main driver of
the market weakness seems to
be sharp currency declines and
accompanying stock market losses
in several emerging markets, such
as South Africa and Turkey. It is not
unusual to see the market dip 3%
in a month, especially after such a
strong run-up throughout 2013. We
have seen 18 months of losses for
the S&P 500 since the bull market
began 59 months ago in March
2009—that is about one-third of
the months. The average decline
during those months was 3.1%. So
January’s 3% stock market dip is not
particularly unusual or alarming.
What was unusual about January’s
stock market trading was the
volume. Importantly, the stock
market and trading volume have
not been on friendly terms in recent
years. In fact, over the past five
years’ low-volume days, stocks have
generally gone up. Conversely, when
volume is above average, stocks
have generally been flat to down.
In January, daily trading volume
rose on the U.S. stock exchanges,
and when combined with trading
off the exchanges, total trading
volume surged to levels not seen
since May 2010. With the stock

market tending to decline when
volume is above average, it is no
wonder that the doubling of trading
volume in January from the average
of prior months coincided with
losses for stocks.
When it comes to volume, be
careful what you wish for. A
common criticism of the bull market
in recent years is that buyers do not
have a lot of conviction because
volume has not been strong. The
implication has been if volume does
not pick up, the market may decline.
However, the past few years show
the opposite: that markets climb
on relatively quiet trading for long
stretches of time and then briefly
pull back as volume jumps.
What caused such a surge in
trading in January? It is hard to
say exactly—weather-impacted
economic data points, emerging
market turmoil, or the Federal
Reserve tapering its bond purchases.
But given recent history, the good
news is that the spikes in trading
volume have not been sustained for
long, and, as the volume turns back
down, markets have historically
recouped losses.
The weakness in emerging markets should not be seen as a signal
of a broad global economic deterioration that could spread and tip the
world back into a global recession.

In fact, just the opposite—many
emerging markets had become
dependent upon global economic
weakness. The soft global economy
of the past five years prompted the
Federal Reserve and other central
banks to pump money into the
global financial system, encouraging capital to flow into the emerging markets and allowing them to
run unsustainable current account
and budget deficits. Now, as global
growth is improving, we are seeing
the Fed begin to slow its bond purchases, and that change is prompting some emerging markets to have
to quickly adjust by devaluing their
currencies and sharply slowing
spending. So, much of the turmoil in
the emerging markets is actually the
result of the improving economic
growth around the world and not a
sign that it is weakening. Therefore,
we do not see the January dip as
the start of a bear market and global
recession..
Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Hinsdale South
Senior Prom
Palmer House
Chicago

Branch Pickup: April 21–25

27

28
Great Decisions
7-9pm
Library

29

30

Save the Date:

Darien Dash
May 18
29

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@emeraldmarketing.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

Join the Neighbors team!
Neighbors Publications is looking for an
Account Manager in the DuPage County area.
This is an outstanding opportunity to meet
people and be involved in your community.

Call today! 630-995-3482
30

