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A message from our mayor
If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and
become more, you are a leader.
~John Quincy Adams

A

fter a very long and cold winter, it is so nice to go outside and enjoy our
summer. Darien has many beautiful parks, including our Darien Community
Park, which is a central gathering area for those playing baseball, bringing
young children to the playground, or just taking a nice evening stroll. When Chief
Brown was appointed, he worked closely with our officers on best practices in
policing, one of which is ensuring community areas such as parks receive special
attention to make sure they are safe for all the good people of the community. This
has continued over the past two years and we will make sure the park remains a
peaceful place to bring our families. The department is also focusing on providing
specialized services to seniors. We now have two officers specifically dedicated
as senior citizen service officers, trained in areas where seniors are vulnerable,
and providing direct and compassionate care directly to those members of our
community that can be the most vulnerable. If you are aware of a senior that may
need assistance from our police department, please do not hesitate to call Lauren
Renner or Marina Liska at 630-971-3999.
The weather also allows us to make major progress on the other projects in town;
our road rehabilitation and stormwater ditch projects are nearly complete, and
our sidewalk program is on schedule to be completed over the next month to six
weeks. If you have any questions or concerns on any of these projects please call
our Director of Municipal Services Dan Gombac at 630-353-8106. DuPage County
continues on their expansion of 75th St., which they say is likely to be nearly
finished by this winter.
On the city pages in this issue, you will find our water quality report, which is
required to be sent to residents each year. While it is frustrating to see regular rate
increases in water, due primarily to increases passed along to us by the DuPage
Water Commission and the City of Chicago, it is important to remember how
important the quality of water is to our community. Well water may contain many
different contaminants and minerals requiring residents to use water softeners.
Drinking this water is often not advised, and it can even ruin your clothing during
washings!
If you have any issues or suggestions, please feel free to contact Bryon Vana, City
Administrator, at 630-353-8114.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver

City of Darien, Mayor
4

How does
your
garden
grow?
by Alex Keown
How does your garden grow?
The buzzing of bees as they orbit flowering plants throughout Darien
heralds the season of green, the time for gardening. The icy grip of winter
released its hold on the area and flowers and leaves opened to cover the
village in a canopy of bright colors and fragrant odors, creating a beautiful
backdrop for the city. The return of the colors also represents the return of the
weekend warrior, the gardener, armed with spade, hoe and other tools of the
trade ready to take on the flora and fauna in their yards.
P hoto : M artika Gartman, M artika P hotography
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How does your garden grow?

While gardeners come in many
forms, in Darien, some of the best
come together monthly when
the members of the garden club
gather at the library. The Darien
Garden Club, founded in 2001,
provides a learning and supportive
environment for area gardeners
to not only hone their skills, but
to also further their horticultural
education. The club began after
park district officials conducted a
residential survey seeking residential
input on new programming. One
of the programs in which residents
expressed interest was a garden
club. Officials posted a notice of
an inaugural meeting, which drew
about a dozen residents. After a
few meetings the club was officially
formed and began to draw more
gardeners to its roster.
Currently there are about 45
garden club members. Many of
them share a lifelong passion for
working in the soil and cultivating
beautiful plants which yield lovely
flowers or bountiful produce. “I’ve
been gardening as long as I can
remember,” member Sue Farley
said. “It just seems like you could
play in the dirt and things would
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grow in the backyard.” Farley grows
both vegetables and flowers on her
quarter-acre plot in Darien. Many of
the vegetables she grows she ends
up sharing with her friends and
family.
“I love sharing with friends and
siblings,” she said. “You know, there’s
nothing wrong with digging things
up and sharing them.”
Cathy Streett has also been
gardening since she was a child,
when she would assist her
grandparents in the garden at their
Kentucky home. She also used to
assist her mother with a vegetable
garden. Now that she lives in
Darien, Streett gardens her own
plots. She primarily plants flowers,
including daylilies, on her property.
Some of the daylilies she grows
were from a garden club member
who passed away. That member
collected the flower, and upon her
death she willed the bulbs to the
garden club. “It keeps her with us,”
Streett said.
Club member Judi Doychak
prefers to grow native flowering
plants in her yard, particularly the
kinds of plants that will attract
various forms of wildlife to her yard,

including bees, hummingbirds and
small animals. “I love having the
animals come into my yard and
getting the chance to watch them,”
she said. Doychak photographs the
creatures that come into her yard so
she can learn how to identify them.
Some of the plants she grows
in her yard for wildlife include
milkweed, which attracts monarch
butterflies. The insects lay their eggs
on the plants and a new life cycle
begins. Other plants she grows to
attract animals include dill, fennel,
wild senna and black-eyed susans, in
addition to other perennials, shrubs
and trees. The only annuals she
includes in her yard and the ones
that reseed themselves. “My beds
are intermixed. I use a lot of ground
cover like pachysandra between
plants. I don’t like to see bare
ground,” she said.
Doychak said it’s nice to look out
onto her garden and enjoy what
she sees, but always has the itch to
get out there and work in the soil.
“Gardeners don’t want to sit still,”
she said. “They want to get out
there and tend to their plants, pull
weeds and work. It’s something that
requires lots of attention.”
Doychak said she does not use
pesticides or fertilizers in her
garden. “My vegetable garden has
been in place since 1974 and I’ve
never put fertilizer on it,” she said.
“I’ve only used compost and blood
meal. I was a Girl Scout, so I was
raised with conservation in mind.
My grandfather used compost, so it’s
a method I’ve been around most of
my life.”
In addition to compost, Doychak
uses rain barrels to collect rainwater
off her roof. The barrels have hose
attachments, which allow her to
water her plants during dry spells.
Doychak said she believes the
rainwater is better for plants than
water straight from the tap, due to
a lack of fluoride and purification

chemicals in the treated water.
She also waters plants from water
collected from a dehumidifier in her
basement.
In addition to traditional garden
beds, both Doychak and Farley are
experimenting with a rain garden in
their yards. Farley said part of her
yard tends to hold excess water after
heavy rainfall. Instead of trying to
dramatically change the landscape
or reroute the water flow from her
downspouts, Farley opted to grow
native plants that prefer heavy
amounts of water. According to
her, the plants drink up a majority
of water and help with the runoff.
“This is one of the latest things in
water conservation,” Farley said.
Before planting plants that could
absorb high amounts of water,
Doychak said she attempted to use
more common native plants, but
they could not handle the higher
amounts of water and eventually
died. “You plant the way the soil is,”
she said. “You don’t try to change
the garden. You plant things that
will grow well in all that wetness.
That’s the thing so many plants
don’t do well in the kind of soil.”
Plants that Doychak has in her
“wetlands” include cardinal plants,
daylilies, cannas, irises and cup
plants.
While the garden club offers
further educational opportunities
for gardeners, residents looking to
learn quick tips can turn to Indian
Prairie Public Library and visits
from the Master Gardeners. The
expert gardeners set up shop in the
lobby about three times a year in
order to answer resident’s questions,
said Cindy Kline, adult program
coordinator at the library.
“It’s a great program that brings
a lot of residents into the library
looking to learn more about existing
plants in their yard, or what kind of
plants they could incorporate into
their gardens,” Kline said.

Some of the members of the
Darien Garden Club participate
in Master Gardener programs
across the area. Club member Liza
Branham has a Master Gardener’s
certification, one of the few
members of the club who holds the
designation.
“My way of learning was sticking
something into the ground and
watching how it grows,” Branham
said of her early gardening days,

before she completed the Master
Gardener program through the
University of Illinois. Becoming a
Master Gardener was natural to
Branham; her mother also held
the designation. “We were always
working in the yard as a family, and
it’s something I’ve continued to do,”
she said.
While working in their yards and
gardens is at the heart of the group,
the members of the Darien Garden
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Club also love to show off their
efforts during regular garden walks.
The club will travel to the homes
of selected members who will lead
them on a tour of their gardens.
They showcase their hard work
and talk about the triumphs and
tragedies of the yard.
“Some of the gardens are
absolutely beautiful, like a
magazine,” Doychak said. “Others
are so pristine, while other gardens
are wild.”
The Darien Garden Club meets
the first Monday of each month
on the second floor of the Darien
Sportsplex, 451 Plainfield Rd.
In addition to their monthly
meetings, the club also sponsors
several programs and educational
talks for community gardeners. In
May the club held its annual garden

sale, which is cosponsored by the
Indian Prairie Public Library. The
sale features perennials, annuals,
herbs, vegetables, shrubs and garden
décor for sale, as well as raffles for a
rain barrel and other garden items.
In June the club held a program
“Hummingbirds, Our Flying Jewels,”
presented by Nancy Carroll, a
member of the Hummingbird
Society. Carroll presented
information on ways to attract
hummingbirds to a garden as well
as taught members how to identify
different species of the bird, what to
plant in our yards to attract them as
they migrate through the area, and
what gardeners should know about
hummingbird feeders.
Garden club members also donate
their time and skills to caring for the
landscapes at various community

and nonprofit organizations,
including Indian Prairie Public
Library. The members spread mulch,
add new plants, remove dead plants
and weeds, as well as tidy up the
place.

A farmers market for Darien

In addition to successful backyard
gardening, this summer in Darien is
the beginning of a new celebration
of gardening—a farmers’ market.
This weekly event began in June
and features fruits, vegetables, florals
and various other sundries, said
Darien Park District’s Tim O’Brien.
‘”This is the first time we’re
trying this in Darien. It’s part of
our celebration of the park district’s
40th anniversary,” O’Brien said.
“We’re going for 40 special events
in the year and this is one I’ve been

wanting to do.”
The farmers’ market will be
held Wednesdays from 3–7pm at
Community Park, in the parking
lot off 71st St. The market began
June 11 and will run though Oct. 8,
O’Brien said.
When looking for events to put on
for the anniversary, O’Brien said he
began looking to various seasonal
programs offered through other
park districts.

“We wanted a type of event that
Darien residents could call their
own,” he said.
O’Brien contacted an outside
contractor who manages farmers’
markets throughout the region,
including ones in Frankfort and
Orland Park. He said the contractor
will bring numerous vendors to
Darien each week. Currently there
are about 15 different vendors
scheduled to come each week.

“This is going to be great,”
O’Brien said. “We’ve got fruits
and vegetables. Those will be the
mainstay, but we’ve also got a pizza
guy coming, as well as a bakery
(representative) and someone who
sells artisan cheeses.”
Following each market there will
be concerts and other events taking
place in the park, O’Brien added.
“It’s going to be a great event for
Darien,” he said.

Rain could not dampen the spirits of
Darien residents as they visited the
Darien Farmers Market on opening
day. Come and stop by for the
farmers market but stay for the free
entertainment every Wednesday after
the market!
At left, members of the Darien Garden
Club share plants from their gardens at
the Darien Farmers Market.

P hotos this page and opposite : M artika Gartman,
M artika P hotography
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City of Darien Water Department
Consumer Confidence Report 2013
In 2013, as in years past, your tap water met all USEPA and state drinking
water health standards. This report summarizes the quality of water that
we provided last year, including details about where your water comes
from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory
agencies. We are committed to providing you with information because
informed customers are our best allies.

Annual quality water report

This report is intended to provide you with important
information about your drinking water and the efforts made
by the Darien water system to provide safe drinking water. The
source of drinking water used by Darien is purchased surface
water from the City of Chicago, Illinois.
We want our valued customers to be informed about
their water quality. If you would like to learn more, please
feel welcome to attend any of our regularly scheduled
meetings held at city hall. You can find the scheduled
dates and times of these meetings at the following link:
darien.il.us/Government/MeetingDates.

Source of drinking water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs,
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at 800-426-4791.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which may
be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also
come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic
systems.

Source water assessment availability

A Source Water Assessment summary is included below for
your convenience.
The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of

10

City council meetings are held on the first and third Monday
of every month starting at 7:30pm at city hall, 1702 Plainfield
Rd. The source water assessment for our supply has been
completed by the Illinois EPA. If you would like a copy of this
information, please stop by city hall or call Water Operator
Kris Throm at 630-353-8105. To view a summary version
of the completed “Source Water Assessments,” including
“Importance of Source Water;” ”Susceptibility to Contamination
Determination;” and documentation/ recommendation of
“Source Water Protection Efforts,” access the Illinois EPA
website at epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/wp/swap-fact-sheets.pl.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring
or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water
which must provide the same protection for public health.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at
risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline, 800-426-4791.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
We cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting for several
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to two minutes before using
water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and
steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at epa.gov/safewater/lead.
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
pollution problems. The very nature of surface water allows
contaminants to migrate into the intake with no protection

only dilution. This is the reason for mandatory treatment
for all surface water supplies in Illinois. Chicago’s offshore
intakes are located at a distance that shoreline impacts are not
usually considered a factor on water quality. At certain times
of the year, however, the potential for contamination exists
due to wet weather flows and river reversals. In addition, the
placement of the crib structures may serve to attract waterfowl,

gulls, and terns that frequent the Great Lakes
area, thereby concentrating fecal deposits
at the intake and thus compromising the
source water quality. Conversely, the shore intakes are highly
susceptible to storm water runoff, marinas and shoreline point
sources due to the influx of groundwater to the lake.

2013 Regulated Contaminants Detected— Darien, 2013
Lead and Copper

Definitions:
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected
risk to health. ALGs allow for a margin of safety.
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements
which a water system must follow.
Lead and
Copper

Date Sampled

MCLG

Action
Level (AL)

90th
Percentile

#Sites
Over AL

Units

Violation

Likely Source of
Contamination

Copper

6/9/2011

1.3

1.3

0.11

0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood
preservatives; Corrosion
of household plumbing
systems

Lead

6/9/2011

0

15

1.7

0

ppb

N

Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Regulated Contaminants
Disinfectants
and
Disinfection
By-Products

Collection
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

MCLG

MCL

Units

Violation

Likely Source of
Contamination

12/31/2013

0.8

0.7–0.8

MRDLG
=4

MRDL = 4

ppm

N

Water additive used to
control microbes

Haloacetic Acids
(HAA5)*

2013

15

10.9–17.2

No goal
for the
total

60

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection

Total
Trihalomethanes
(TTHM)*

2013

40

12.1–63.7

No goal
for the
total

80

ppb

N

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection

Inorganic
Contaminants

Collection
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

Range of
Levels
Detected

MCLG

MCL

Units

Violation

Arsenic

10/10/2012

4

0–4

0

10

ppb

N

Erosion of natural deposits:
Runoff from orchards; Runoff
from glass and electronics
production wastes.

Barium

10/10/2012

0.042

0.031–
0.042

2

2

ppm

N

Discharge of drilling wastes;
discharge from metal
refineries; Erosion of natural
deposits

Fluoride

10/10/2012

.327

0.281–.327

4

4.0

ppm

N

Erosion of natural deposits;
Water additive which promotes
strong teeth; discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum
factories

Chlorine

Range of
Levels
Detected

Likely source of
Contamination

Inorganic Contaminant list continued on next page
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Important information about your drinking water

Regulated Contaminants, cont.
Inorganic
Contaminants

Collection
Date

Highest
Level
Detected

Range of
Levels
Detected

MCLG

Iron

10/10/2012

.99

0.22–.99

1.0

Manganese

10/10/2012

26

11–26

150

Sodium

10/10/2012

47

39–47

Sodium

10/10/2012

47

39–47

MCL

150

Units

Violation

Likely source of
Contamination

ppm

N

This contaminant is not
currently regulated by the
USEPA, however, the state
regulates. Erosion of natural
deposits.

ppb

N

This contaminant is not
currently regulated by the
USEPA, however, the state
regulates. Erosion of natural
deposits.

ppm

N

Erosion from naturally
occurring deposits. Used in
water softener regeneration.

Availability of monitoring data for unregulated contaminants for the City of Darien
In 2013 our water system has sampled for a series of
Unregulated Contaminants. Unregulated Contaminants are
those that don’t yet have a drinking water standard set by
USEPA. The purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is
to help USEPA decide whether the contaminants should have
a standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that
these data are available. If you are interested in examining the
results, please contact Kris Throm at 630-353-8105 or
1702 Plainfield Rd.

For further information regarding the Unregulated
Contaminants monitored for in the UCMR3 please visit the
following web sites.
water.epa.gov/lawsregs/rulesregs/sdwa/ucmr/data.
cfm#ucmr2013
drinktap.org/home/water-information/water-quality/ucmr3.aspx

Unregulated Contaminants Detected—Darien, 2013
Unregulated
Contaminant

Collection
Date

Highest Level
Detected

Range of Levels Units
Detected

ppm

N

Erosion from naturally
occurring deposits. Used in
water softener regeneration.

Vanadium

2013

0.4

0.2–0.4

ug/l

Vanadium is a metal that naturally occurs in many
different minerals and in fossil fuel deposits.
The primary industrial use of vanadium is in the
strengthening of steel

Strontium

2013

133.3

104.1–133.3

ug/l

Strontium is an alkaline earth metal that is found
naturally in the minerals celestine and strontianite.
Strontium shares many physical and chemical
properties with calcium and barium, and is highly
susceptible to chemical changes.

Molybdenum

2013

1.1

0–1.1

ug/l

Molybdenum is a naturally-occurring metal
that can be found in small amounts in rocks
and soil. It is also present in plants, animals and
bacteria. Molybdenum is most commonly used
in the production of structural steel, stainless
steel, cast iron and other alloys. It is also used
in the manufacture of a number of electronic
components, pigments, and other specialty
applications, and it can be used in metal finishing
processes as a replacement for hexavalent
chromium

Chromium
(Total)

2013

0.5

0–0.5

ug/l

Chromium is the 21st most abundant element in
the Earth’s crust and can be present in different
chemical forms in plants, soil and volcanic
dust, water, humans and animals. Because it is
a prevalent natural element, chromium can be
present in the air, food, and water

Chromium (VI)

2013

0.27

.20–27

ug/l

Hexavalent chromium is one of the chemical forms
of chromium, which can be present in different
forms in the environment, changing from one form
to another in water and soil. Hexavalent chromium
is also commonly called chromium 6, chromium VI,
chrome 6, Cr(VI), Cr+6 or hex chrome.

RadioactivContaminants
Combined
Radium
226/228

2013

1.3

0.66–1.3

0

5

pCi/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

Gross alpha
excluding
radon and
uranium

2013

5.2

0–5.2

0

15

pCi/L

N

Erosion of natural deposits

Water Quality Test Results

Definition of terms:
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as
close to the Maximum Contaminant Level Goal as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level
of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of
the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest
level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary
for control of microbial contaminants.

ppb: Micrograms per liter or parts per billion—or one ounce in
7,350,000 gallons of water.
Avg: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on
running annual average of monthly samples.
ppm: Milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in
7,350 gallons of water.
na: Not applicable
pCi/l: Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity.
ug/l: micrograms per liter or parts per billion or one ounce in
7,350,000 gallons of water

2013 Violation Summary Table
Violation Description

Likely Source of Contamination

Start

End

No drinking water quality violations were recorded during 2013
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Water Quality Data— Chicago, 2013

Definition of Terms
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level
of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the
use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level
of a drinking water disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for
control of microbial contaminants.
Highest Level Detected: This column represents the highest single

sample reading of a contaminant of all the samples collected in
2013.
Range of Detections: This column represents a range of individual
sample results, from lowest to highest that were collected during
the CCR calendar year.
Date of Sample: If a date appears in this column, the Illinois EPA
requires monitoring for this contaminant less than once per year
because the concentrations do not frequently change. If no date
appears in the column, monitoring for this contaminant was
conducted during the Consumer Confidence Report calendar year.
Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water
system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to reduce
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
ND: Not detectable at testing limits.
N/A: Not applicable

Detected Contaminants
Contaminant (unit of measurement)
Typical Source of Contaminant

MCLG

MCL

Highest
Level Det.

Range of
Detections

Violation

Date of
Sample

Turbidity Data
Turbidity (NTU/Lowest Monthly %< 0.3 NTU)
Soil runoff

N/A

TT (95 %<
0.3NTU)

100%

100%–100.0%

Turbidity (NTU/Highest Single Measurement)
Soil runoff

N/A

TT
(1NTUmax)

0.18

N/A

Barium (ppm) Discharge of drilling wastes;
Discharge from metal refineries; Erosion of
natural deposits

2

2

0.0205

0.0204–0.0205

Arsenic (ppb) Erosion of natural deposits:
runoff from orchards; Runoff from glass and
electronics production wastes

0

10

0.77

0.519–0.767

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) (ppm) Runoff from
fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks,
Sewage; Erosion of natural deposits

10

10

0.362

0.351–0.362

Total Nitrate & Nitrite (As Nitrogen) (ppm)
Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic
tanks, Sewage; Erosion of natural deposits

10

10

0.362

0.351–0.362

Inorganic Contaminants

Water quality data table footnotes
Turbidity
Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. We
monitor it because it is a good indicator of water quality and the
effectiveness of our filtration system and disinfectants.

Fluoride
Fluoride is added to the water supply to help promote strong teeth.
The Illinois Department of Public Health recommends an optional
fluoride range of 0.9 mg/l to 1.2 mg/l.

Unregulated Contaminants:
A maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this contaminant has
not been established by either state or federal regulations, nor has
mandatory health effects language. The purpose for monitoring
this contaminant is to assist USEPA in determining the occurrence
of unregulated contaminants in drinking water, and whether
future regulation is warranted.

Sodium
There is no state or federal MCL for sodium. Monitoring is required
to provide information to consumers and health officials who have
concerns about sodium intake due to dietary precautions. If you
are on a sodium restricted diet, you should consult a physician
about the level of sodium in the water.

City of Chicago, Department of Water Management
Source Water Assesment Summary
for the 2013 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR)
Source Water Location

The City of Chicago utilizes Lake Michigan as its source water
via two water treatment plants. The Jardine Water Purification
Plant serves the Northern areas of the City and suburbs, while
the South Water Purification Plant serves the southern areas of
the City and suburbs. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that
is entirely contained within the United States. It borders Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin, and is the second largest
Great Lake by volume with 1,180 cubic miles of water and third
largest by area.

Source Water Assessment Summary

Total Organic Carbon

The Illinois EPA implemented a Source Water Assessment
Program (SWAP) to assist with watershed protection of public
drinking water supplies. The SWAP inventories potential
sources of contamination and determined the susceptibility
of the source water to contamination. The Illinois EPA has
completed the Source Water Assessment Program for our
supply. Further information on our community water supply’s
Source Water Assessment Program is available by calling
the City of Chicago, Department of Water Management at
312-742-7499.

The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system met all TOC removal
requirements set by IEPA

2013 Voluntary Monitoring

Unregulated Contaminants

The City of Chicago has continued monitoring for
Cryptosporidium, Giardia and E.coli in its source water as part
of its water quality program. To date, Cryptosporidium has not
been detected in these samples, but Giardia was detected in
2010 in one raw lake water sample collected in September
2010. Treatment processes have been optimized to provide
effective barriers for removal of Cryptosporidium oocysts and
Giardia cysts in the source water, effectively removing these
organisms in the treatment process. By maintaining low
turbidity through the removal of particles from the water, the
possibility of Cryptosporidium and Giardia organisms getting
into the drinking water system is greatly reduced.

Sulfate (ppm) Erosion of naturally occurring
deposits

N/A

N/A

11.9

ND–11.9

Sodium (ppm) Erosion of naturally occurring
deposits; Used as water softener

N/A

N/A

7.84

7.42–7.84

4

4

0.9

0.856–0.922

Combined Radium (226/228) (pCi/L) Decay of
natural and man-made deposits

0

5

1.38

1.300–1.380

3/17/08

Gross Alpha excluding radon and uranium
(pCi/l) Decay of natural and man-made deposits

0

15

0.88

0.090–0.880

3/17/08

State Regulated Contaminants
Fluoride (ppm) Water additive which promotes
strong teeth
Radioactive Contaminants

Unit of Measurement
ppm: Parts per million, or milligrams per liter
ppb: Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter
NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, used to measure cloudiness in

drinking water
%< 0.3NTU: Percent of samples less than or equal to 0.3 NTU
pCi/l: Picocuries per liter, used to measure radioactivity

Susceptibility to Contamination

The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of
community water supply to be susceptible to potential
pollution problems. The very nature of surface water allows
contaminants to migrate into the intake with no protection
only dilution. This is the reason for mandatory treatment
for all surface water supplies in Illinois. Chicago’s offshore
intakes are located at a distance that shoreline impacts are
not usually considered a factor on water quality. At certain
times of the year, however, the potential for contamination
exists due to wet-weather flows and river reversals. In addition,
the placement of the crib structures may serve to attract
waterfowl, gulls and terns that frequent the Great Lakes area,
thereby concentrating fecal deposits at the intake and thus
compromising the source water quality. Conversely, the shore
intakes are highly susceptible to storm water runoff, marinas
and shoreline point sources due to the influx of groundwater
to the lake.
Further information on our community water supply’s Source
Water Assessment Program is available by calling the City of
Chicago, Department of Water Management at 312-744-6635.

In 2013, CDWM has also continued monitoring for hexavalent
chromium, also known as chromium-6. USEPA has not yet
established a standard for chromium-6, a contaminant of
concern which has both natural and industrial sources. Please
address any questions or concerns to DWM’s Water Quality
Division at 312-742-7499. Data reports on the monitoring
program for chromium-6 are posted on the city’s website
which can be accessed at the following address below:
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/water/supp_info/water_quality_
resultsandreports/city_of_chicago_emergincontaminaantstudy.

2013 Violation Summary Table
Violation Description

Start

End

We are pleased to announce that no monitoring, reporting, treatment techniques, maximum residual disinfectant level, or
maximum contaminant level violations were recorded during 2013
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

EJH Band has
much success
under
Mr. Janus

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Mike Fitzgerald, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Preschool screening helps
students succeed
Darien Public Schools District #61 offers developmental preschool
screening to provide early interventions for children between the ages of
three through five that are suspected to have developmental delays or other
handicapping conditions. Children experiencing significant risk factors in
their environment but not at risk for a disability may be eligible for the
Blended Preschool Program.
Children are screened in five areas: vision, hearing, language
development, fine and gross motor and concept development. Children
identified through the screening process are referred for a full evaluation to
determine eligibility and program needs.
Children eligible for this screening must be three years of age by the
screening date. Only children residing in Darien Public Schools District #61
will be screened.
Screening dates for the 2014–2015 year are:

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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Oct. 15
Dec. 10
Feb.18, 2015
April 15, 2015
For more information about screening opportunities or to schedule a
screening appointment, contact the building secretary at Mark DeLay
School at 630-852-0200.

by Mike Fitzgerald

Mr. Matthew Janus has been a band director for over
10 years but this was his first year as the band director
at Eisenhower Junior High. “It has been a wonderful
experience,” Mr. Janus had told me in a recent
discussion. “The level of commitment and support that
the students, parents and boosters give to the program
is amazing.” He went on to discuss how parents have
been so supportive in his first year at EJH and how
awe-struck he is at the level of growth that his students
achieved this year through hard work and dedication
to music. As the principal of the building I know how
important the relationship is between the Band Booster
Organization and the Band Director and I am glad that
Jim and Laura Kelly were there as Booster Presidents to
go out of their way to make Mr. Janus feel at home, give
advice and support and help in any way possible so that
the students in the EJH Band Program succeeded. This
tradition of support will continue next year as Renata
and John Cunningham take over as presidents.
Some of the band’s accomplishments are:
• The District 61 Symphonic, Jazz, and Marching Bands
and Winter Guard traveled to St. Louis to compete in
the Heritage Music Festival April 26. While there, all
four groups earned very high scores and first division,
gold ratings, the highest out of five possible ratings.
The bands also won the sweepstakes award trophy,
which is awarded to the best school with more than
one performing ensemble. Finally, three Eisenhower

students won the maestro award, for which only six
of these awards were given out at the entire festival.
These awards, which were given out for outstanding
individual performance in an ensemble setting went
to Shannon Ferguson, Amber Kulpinski, and Nicholas
Beronio.
• The marching band also took first place out of the
junior high schools at the Sycamore Pumpkin Festival
Parade. This was the first time they regained the first
place achievement in a few years. They also earned
honors as the top auxiliary, drum majors, and drum
line.
• The Winter Guard earned a first division ranking at
the Carl Sandburg Winter Guard Invitational, which is
part of the Midwest Color Guard Circuit.
• The Symphonic Band earned a first division rating
at the Illinois Grade School Music Association
Organizational Festival.
The music program, both vocal and instrumental, has
always been extremely important to Eisenhower. The
EJH Band Program has more great moments to achieve
in it’s near future.

Mike Fitzgerald was the principal
of Eisenhower Jr. High School
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year, showcasing their growth and
achievement since the beginning of
the year.
Mrs. Sally Misiora provides
students with the opportunity
to promote their artistic abilities,
through the offering of an afterschool art club. This wonderful
club gives students the opportunity
to extend their artistic talents
outside of the art classroom. Mrs.
Misiora also hosts an amazing Art
Fest at the end of the school year,
showcasing the wonderful art
abilities of all students within the
school. Students are excited to share
their artwork with their families and

Celebrating the
many gifts and
talents of Lace
School students
by Erin Dwyer,
The end of the school year
provides us the opportunity to share
the many gifts and talents of our
students. It is a time to showcase
all of the hard work and dedication
that students have put forth for
the past nine months. Lace School
has been very busy, whether it was
students showcasing their academic
growth during our benchmarking
tests or their growth in other areas;
every child has had an opportunity
to celebrate their own gifts and
talents.
Lace School is so proud of the
academic achievements of all
students; each and every one of
them has shown growth throughout
the school year, and they should
be very proud of themselves. This
year the school embarked on a
new reading curriculum, one that
pushed students to a new level,
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integrating the new Common Core
Standards. The new curriculum
added rigor and depth of knowledge
to an already complex curriculum.
Students stepped up to the plate
throughout the year, and the staff
saw a great amount of growth in the
students’ reading scores. Next year
Lace will be embarking on a new
math curriculum that correlates to
the Common Core Standards.
Although we are very proud
of the academic gains of all our

students, we are also so proud of the
many talents of our students that lie
outside of the academic arena. Lace
School is very fortunate to have the
resources to provide our students
with a variety extracurricular
activities that allow students to shine
in various ways.
For those students who excel
with musical ability, there are
opportunities for students to
share their vocal music talents, as
well as their instrumental music
talents. Students in grades four
and five have the opportunity to
participate in the chorus directed
by Mrs. Andrea Behegan. These
students were able to showcase
their abilities through a solo and
ensemble concert, as well as a
choral concert that included both
the Lace and EJH choirs. In addition
to our chorus program, Mr. Joey
Bonanotte directs a phenomenal
band program. Students can begin
to learn an instrument during their
fourth grade year. They begin with
Mr. Bonanotte in Beginner Band
and then move up to Concert Band
with Mr. Janus at EJH. Both bands
put on wonderful concerts this

friends. During the Art Fest students
are able to partake in a variety of
activities and observe the wonderful
gifts that their fellow students
possess in the area of art.
For those students who may excel
in physical fitness, a running club
is offered in grades three through

five. Students spend the time in
the club learning proper form and
techniques of running. A large
number of the students
then took these skills to
the next level and took
part in the Darien Dash
that was hosted on Sun.,
May 18. In addition to
the running club, the PTA
sponsored
a new
fundraiser
in May. The
program
was offered through
Boosterthon. This
fundraiser allowed
students to take part
in a Fun Run—
collecting pledges for
the number of laps
walked or ran during

our Boosterthon Fun Run that took
place May 22. All students, no
matter their skill level, were able to
participate in this opportunity. A
majority of the students were able
to reach their goal of 30 to 35 laps
in the given amount of time.
In addition to offering students
opportunities to shine musically,
artistically, or physically, Lace School

offers additional clubs to allow
students to participate in activities
that reach other interests. Other
clubs offered this year were PAWS
Club, Student Council, Go Green
Club, Dance Club, and Game Club.
It is always a joy to observe
students in various environments;
and these activities and clubs allow
students to reveal their many
strengths and gifts. We are excited
to see what’s in store for next year.
Erin Dwyer is the
principal of Lace School.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Darien welcomes farmers market
Summer is in full swing and so is
the Darien farmers market! Darien
residents have been flocking to
this weekly market to shop for
their seasonal fruits and vegetables,
as well as a number of different
specialty items. Centrally located
in Darien, shoppers have enjoyed
the convenience of the market and
the unique shopping experience.
Parents have also appreciated the
proximity of the market to the
playground, as it offers children
a chance for some additional fun
as their parents shop for their
weekly groceries. The Darien
farmers market will be taking place
every Wednesday from 3–7pm at
Community Park throughout the
course of the summer. Come and
stop by for the farmers market but
stay for the free entertainment
going on every Wednesday after the
market!

Little Hawks Hockey

Come join our Little Hawks program here at the Darien
Sportsplex; it’s your one stop spot for all your hockey needs.
Learn how to skate, play, and become the best hockey player
you can with the Little Hawks program.
Age: 3-12 year olds
Session starts: July 8

Sportsplex Skate School

Skate school classes is a great
way for your child to learn the
fundamentals of ice skating. The
Darien Sportsplex Skate School is
an ISI program that offers a variety
of Ice Skating classes for ALL ages
and abilities.
Age: 3–Adult
Session starts: Aug. 14

July–August special events

For more information on any events visit
darienparks.com

Frozen

Darien Sportsplex Indoor Soccer League—
NEW!
New this winter—Youth Indoor Soccer is back
at the Darien Sportsplex! The Darien Youth Club
will no longer be offering indoor soccer, and the
Darien Park District will be running the ONLY
youth indoor soccer league in Darien for all ages.
Watch for more information on this new and
exciting league, starting in November.
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Fri., July 11, 8:30pm
Darien Community Park
Fearless optimist Anna teams up
with Kristoff in an epic journey,
encountering Everest-like conditions,
and a hilarious snowman named
Olaf in a race to find Anna’s sister
Elsa, whose icy powers have trapped
the kingdom in eternal winter.
Length of movie: 1 hr. 40 minutes.
Note: From 7:30–8:30pm, we will
be offering free pre-show activities
featuring sisters Elsa and Anna who
will be posing for pictures so make
sure to bring a camera.
We’ll also be creating an Olaf craft
for you to take home.
In the event of inclement weather,
the movie will be shown at the
Community Center,
7301 Fairview Ave.

Workouts in the Park – FREE exercise classes
outside at the Community Center
Boot Camp – July 2, 5:30pm
Hatha Yoga – July 15, 9:30am
Tai Chi – Aug. 12, 6pm
July 2—John Measner Magic Show, 5pm
July 9—Mr. Myers, 7pm
July 16— Ken Schultz Children’s Concert,
    6pm
July 23—Centerfold Band, 7pm
July 25— Inflata-Palooza at Sportsplex,
    5:30pm
July 30—The New Invaders Band, 7pm
Aug. 6—Vinyl Highway Band, 7pm
Aug. 13—Miss Jamie’s Farm
    Children’s Concert, 6pm
Aug. 16—Fishing Derby, 8am
    at South Grove Park
Aug. 20—Flashback 45 Band, 7pm
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
630-852-5000
• www.darien.il.us
1702 Plainfield
Rd. • Darien,
IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

From the Chamber…
The Darien Chamber of Commerce welcomes our new office
assistant Desiree Shehata and new membership director Aaron
Malinski, both graduates of Downers Grove South and now
attending COD. Aaron is looking forward to meeting all the Darien
business owners and promoting Shop Local Shop Darien.
The 2014–2015 Shop Local Shop Darien Cards will be available
July 1 at the chamber office for $5.
The Darien Chamber once again has the pleasure of presenting
Lace School $1,000 for their participation in Darien Dash. The 14th Annual race had a record
number of runners this year. A heartfelt thank you to my Darien Dash Committee, our
wonderful sponsors, volunteers and great runners.
Summer is going to ROCK for the Darien Chamber! Q Bar & Grill is hosting PM
Networking events in June and July including live music. The Darien Chamber is very excited
to partner with the Darien Park District for Concerts in the Park which will be held at Darien
Community Park on Wednesdays through Aug. 20. The Chamber will be selling beer, wine
and soft drinks during the concerts and Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café will be selling
delicious food. I invite you to stop by to meet and greet and network with our Chamber board
of directors and Chamber members. Don’t forget to visit the Darien Farmers Market this
summer on Wednesdays through Oct. 8.
The 27th Annual DarienFest will be held Sept. 5–7 at Darien Community Park. The
weekend will include several new Darien food vendors, great music, business expo and
thrilling rides. Sun., Sept. 7 will be family day with the Third Annual Darien Idol & Battle of
the Bands, the Second Annual Pet Parade and Radio Disney.
Save the date for the Dancing with the Chamber Stars—A Benefit Gala which will be held
Nov. 14 at Ashton Place featuring Celebrity Dancers from Darien businesses, organizations
and government.
I am looking forward to seeing you at our events this summer, thank you for your continued
support of the Darien Chamber of Commerce.
Clare Bongiovanni
President & CEO
Darien Chamber of Commerce
Your Connection to Business Success

Like Us On
Facebook
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Follow Us On
Twitter

Save the date!
Sept. 5–7

Human Resources
Concierge of Illinois
715 Walnut Drive, #202,
Darien, IL 60561
Di Ana McCarter, M.P.A.
312-202-2432
Human Resources
Concierge of Illinois is a
consultant firm providing
human resources (HR) subject matter expertise,
organizational guidance, leader-employee development
training and written workplace policy assistance to
small businesses. For more information, please visit:
HRconciergeIL.com, call: 312-202-2432, or email:
Di-Ana@HRconciergeIL.com.
ProTect Painters
Matt & Jacki Daly
Scheduling:
630-382-5350
ProTect Painters
provides full service interior and exterior painting
services to Residential and Commercial Customers.
We treat your home like it’s our own. Our insured,
experienced and professional painters deliver
unparalleled quality that lasts. Your home or business is
our showcase.
N2 Publishing
Tom Jarosik
386-846-3754 cell
331-777-5866 office
We produce monthly magazines for affluent
neighborhoods delivered free to the home. In the
Chicago area we have over 30 publications and are
starting a new one in Darien for the Carriage Greens
area. Our publications are by the residents for the
residents and give our business partners/advertisers a
unique opportunity.
Finan Animal
Hospital
2415 75th St.
Darien, IL 60561
Laura Bercasio, Practice Manager,
lbercasio@finananimalhospital.com
630-985-2777
A brand new, state-of-the-art animal hospital equipped
with digital radiography, ultrasound, dentistry services,
surgical services, and in-house laboratory and pharmacy.

Upcoming Events
July 2
Farmers Market, 3pm
John Measner Magic Show, 6pm
Darien Community Park
July 4
Darien Lions Club
Independence Parade, 9:30am
July 9
Farmers Market, 3pm
Concert in the Park featuring
Mr. Meyers, 7pm
July 16
PM Networking, 5pm
Q Bar & Grill
July 16
Farmers Market, 3pm
Ken Schultz, The Flying Fool! 6pm
July 23
Farmers Market, 3pm
Concert in the Park featuring Centerfold, 7pm
July 30
Farmers Market, 3pm
Concert in the Park featuring
The New Invaders, 7pm
Aug. 6
Farmers Market, 3pm
Concert in the Park, 7pm
Aug. 13
Multi-Chamber Progressive Networking Luncheon
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am
Aug. 13
Farmers Market, 3pm
Miss Jamie’s Farm, 6pm
Aug. 13
PM Networking, 5pm
Q Bar & Grill
Aug. 20
Farmers Market, 3pm
Concert in the Park featuring Flashback 45, 7pm
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Business Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien
Anne Brennan teaches water aerobics at the
Darien Swim and Recreation Club every Monday
and Wednesday at 8:15am and 7:30pm. The class is
open to the public and is $7 a class or $50 for a 10 class
punch card. Visit darienswim.com for information.
Wild Orchid Salon is looking for experienced
hairstylists full or part time preferably with a following.
Open seven days a week. Fast growing with a lot of
walk in traffic. Aveda color training available. Email
resume to kim@wildorchidsalon.com or call 630-910-1101.
The next issue of Neighbors of Darien magazine
will include a feature “The Changing Face of
Disabilities.” Are you a business that is proactive and
supportive and hire employees with an intellectual or
physical disabilities? We want to hear from you for this
feature story. Email kish@neighborsmagzines.com today.
Ruth Banas is Neighbors Magazines’ new account
representative for Darien. Through seven years as
marketing manager for Buona Beef, Ruth gained
firsthand knowledge of the challenges that local
businesses face building a brand and running a
profitable business. Most evenings Ruth will be off
ballroom dancing in the area, or perhaps in regional
or even national competition. But during the day,
you can count on Ruth to be there to help promote
and build your business through Neighbors Magazines.
630-995-3482.
Family K9 Dog Training is proud to announce
the recent Therapy Dogs International (TDI)
Evaluator Certification of Liz Huskey. Family K9
has been serving families in Darien and the surrounding
areas for over 10 years and is now offering Therapy
Dog training classes during the summer sessions at the
Darien Park District.
Make plans for Summer Bash weekend July 25–27
at Chestnut Court (SE corner of 75th and Lemont
Rd). Fri., July 25 is Ladies Night 6–9pm featuring
DJ Alejandro Van Schaik, July 26 is Touch a
Truck 12–2pm and Sun., July 27 is a food drive from
12–5pm benefiting Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Food
Pantry. Bring a non-perishable food item Sunday and
receive a extra discount at Wild Orchid Salon and
OakRidge Hobbies & Toys. There also will be prizes,
food, music and sales at participating merchants. Drop
off location Wild Orchid Salon and OakRidge Hobbies
& Toys. Prizes, food, music, sales at participating
merchants. chestnutcourtdarien.com.

Neighbors of Darien thanks its advertisers for making
this issue of your community magazine possible. Be sure
to stop by and mention you saw the ad in Neighbors
magazine.
Barbara J. Vondra, CPA
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Blue Diamond Wealth Management
Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Coldwell Banker
Darien Animal Clinic
Family K9
King Car Wash, Inc.
Martika P Gartman Photography
Michael Overmann Ltd
Modell Funeral Home

Naper Settlement
Our Lady Of Peace School
Papa Passeros Inc
Protect Painters
RE/MAX Action
Revive Your Lawn
Rooftech Systems, Inc.
Society Of Little Flower
Ultimate View Windows, Inc.
Wild Orchid Salon
Zazzo’s Pizza and Catering

Elections were held at the Darien Historical
Society in June. Director Dean Rodkin was elected
President replacing John Poteraske who preferred to
step away from the office but will remain on board as
a director. John, awarded Darien’s Citizen of the Year
for 2014, has served the city in numerous capacities
beginning in the 1970s when Darien and various local
organizations came into being. Ms. Rodkin’s passion
for engaging adults and children in the history of
southeastern DuPage County is recognized through her
accomplishments as a former social studies teacher at
Eisenhower Junior High School as well as her current
docent commitment to the Chicago History Museum.
Dean’s dedication to accuracy, archival integrity and
development have already brought a professional level
to the Darien Historical Society. With her creative
leadership, Images of America: Darien has become the
photographic and factual reference text for authenticity
and enjoyment.
Hinsdale South teacher Tracy McDonald has been
named Illinois Chemistry Teacher of the Year by
the Illinois Chemical Educational Foundation
and the Chemical Industry Council. McDonald is
also the Homecoming sponsor and is a lead presenter
in the induction program where she trains new teachers
how to implement best practices in regards to lesson
differentiation.
The Darien Dash was another great success
sponsored by the Darien Chamber of Commerce
with support from area sponsors and of course runners.
Get training for next year’s race.

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Living Trusts
A place for your stuff
by Michael Overmann

George Carlin once said all I need
in life is a little place for my stuff.
“Everybody’s got a little place for
their stuff. This is my stuff, that’s
your stuff, that’ll be his stuff over
there”. When my clients consider
estate planning options, many
choose to set up a living trust. Why?
Because it’s a great place for your
stuff.
A living trust is a legal container.
It’s like a box in which you can
place assets. There are many types
of trusts. If you have young children,
your will should direct the creation
of a trust after you die. A trust
allows your children’s inheritance to
be managed for them until they are
older. But a trust in a will is not a
living trust. A living trust is created
during life. The purpose of a living
trust is to avoid probate and provide
for the management of property
after disability.
Probate is the court process where
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wills are proven and administered.
Many people believe that if they
have a will it avoids probate.
That is simply not true. The legal
process for dealing with wills is very
formal, time consuming, public and
expensive. A living trust is a ‘will
substitute’ that avoids probate.
A living trust is like a box for
your stuff with a set of careful
instructions on it. When you’re
alive and well, the instructions say
you’re in charge; if you become
disabled, someone else takes
control; and then after death, assets
pass smoothly to your intended
beneficiaries without the need for
probate. Your family does not need
the involvement of attorneys and
judges because assets are held in the
living trust container.
Living trusts are useful in
protecting an inheritance. If you
pass away when a child is in
the midst of a divorce, lawsuit,

bankruptcy or illness, your living
trust ensures that money is used
only for them. A living trust also
defines exactly when you have
become disabled. This avoids a
competency hearing or a trial over
whether or not you can manage
assets on your own.
You should consult with an
attorney about estate planning. Most
attorneys offer free consultations to
discuss the estate planning process
and options including living trusts.
If you sign a living trust document,
the next step is to put your stuff in
the trust. You can title your home
and other assets into the name of
your living trust. It’s a place for your
stuff.

Michael Overmann is a Darien
attorney specializing in wills, living
trust, probate and guardianship issues.

Farmers markets in
Neighbors Magazines
communities
Neighbors Magazines publishes in
seven communities in the western
suburbs of Chicago. Be sure to
visit these Neighbors Magazines
communities and check out their
farmers markets—there’s a market
available almost any day of the week.

Darien
Farmers
Market

Wednesdays, 3–7pm,
Community Park

Westmont’s adds farmers market to Street Fair

Thursdays, 5–9pm, Irving and Cass Aves.
Westmont’s new and growing Open Market is the latest addition
to the village’s annual street fairs that include classic car shows and
live music, which attract thousands of people each year. Vendors,
which include local and regional businesses like Big Head Farm,
Great Lakes Kettle Corn and Sweet Sarah’s Boutique, sell farm
produce, specialty foods, unique products, and more. The Open
Market will take place throughout summer in downtown Westmont
on Irving and Cass avenues from 5–9pm.

Geneva’s markets: promoting local, organic foods

Thursdays, 7am–1pm, First Congregational Church, Green Market
Sundays, 8am–2pm, Downtown Geneva, French Market
Geneva has two options for local summer food shopping: The
Geneva Green Market and the Geneva French Market. The Green
Market is a “producer only” farmers market, meaning the vendors
selling to the customer are who plant, grow and harvest the crops.
This market, which is located at the First Congregational Church
of Geneva on Thursdays June through October from 7am–1pm, is
considered to be an educational experience for the shoppers, who
are able to learn about organic, sustainable eating.
The French Market can be ventured every Sunday, beginning
in April and ending Nov. 16, from 8am–2pm. Right in downtown
Geneva on Fourth and South streets, the “open air” market will
have vendors selling vegetables, fruits, cheeses, oils, flowers, and
much more.

St. Charles brings farmers on Fridays

Fridays, 7am–1pm, Fourth Ave. and Main St.
The St. Charles Farmers Market on Fridays is a great way to start the
summer weekend early. Shoppers will enjoy vegetables, poultry,
fruits, flowers and plants from all over Kane County as well as the
Midwest. Breakfast and lunch items, coffee and other gourmet
food will also be for sale from vendors and the Baker Church
Food Tent. Stop by the market, which marks its 10th year being
sponsored and hosted by the Baker Memorial United Methodist
Church, located on Fourth Ave. and Main St.

Batavia farmers market: same traditions, new location

Saturdays, 8am–12pm, N. River St.
The 19th annual Batavia Farmers Market takes place every Saturday
this summer through Oct. 18 from 8am–12pm. Come enjoy over
17 seasonal and weekly vendors ranging from fresh produce and
herbs to flowers and music. Back this year are free yoga sessions as
well as an artisan market for those shoppers looking for something
less traditional. The new location is the “freshly rejuvenated” area
of N. River St., between Wilson and State Sts.!

Downtown Lisle French Market

Saturdays, 8am-1pm, Village Hall parking lot
Come and visit Lisle during the 2014 French Market season through
October. The market, which is located in the commuter parking
lot west of Village Hall at 925 Burlington St., is also close to scenic
Lisle views like the Main Street Garden Walk and PrairieWalk Pond
as well as the Dragonfly Landing Splash Pad for the kids. While
wandering the market with the whole family, enjoy the vendors
selling a multitude of items such as baked goods, fresh produce,
art, music and much more.
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Healthy Portions

Growing goodness
by Jennifer Bucko Lamplough
Summer is finally here and that can only mean
one thing…summer vegetables. Okay, it means a lot
more than that, but one of the best parts of summer
is the fresh produce you can pick up all summer long
at farmers’ markets, the grocery store and from your
own backyard. Late spring and early summer bring
asparagus, lettuces and cherries. Mid simmer brings
kale, strawberries and rhubarb and late summer brings
tomatoes, cucumbers, beets, and zucchini, just to name
a few. It is so much fun to browse the farmers markets
and try a new vegetable or to sign up for a CSA box and
be surprised with things like Swiss chard, rutabaga and
gourds. What is most satisfying, though, is growing and
cooking your own vegetables, and you don’t need to be
a master gardener to do so. You don’t even need a yard!
Herbs grow great in boxes or planters and tomatoes do
exceptionally well in large pots. You can purchase plants
that are partially grown already (no need to plant from
seed) and if you plant in pots or planters, you don’t even
need to do any weeding. Then, when you are ready to
make a beautiful summertime Caprese salad, just step
outside and pick from your own personal bounty. Try
planting different types of tomatoes like Black Krim,
Mr. Stripey or Brandywines. They are easy to find at
most garden centers and they make an interesting and
unique addition to any salad or dish. Try this recipe with
tomatoes and basil from your garden (or the farmers
market).
Chef “Jen” teaches, has a website, FitFoodieChef.com, writes
award- winning healthy cookbooks and contributes recipes
regularly to the American Diabetes Association’s “Recipes for
Healthy Living” website and e-newsletter (diabetes.org).

Summertime Caprese Salad

Serves 4
3 ripe tomatoes, any variety
1 pound fresh mozzarella
1 bunch (or handful) fresh basil leaves
2 Tbsp. Extra-virgin olive oil
2 Tbsp. Balsamic vinegar
Salt
Cracked black pepper
Directions
1. Slice the tomatoes in to ¼ inch round slices.
2. Slice the mozzarella in to ¼ inch round slices.
3. Layer alternating slices of tomatoes, basil and
mozzarella on a large plate or platter.
4. Drizzle the salad with extra-virgin
olive oil and balsamic vinegar.
5. Season with salt and
pepper to taste.

Good Neighbor
Girl Scout Troop
496 makes major
contributions

Around the Block

Emily Ferrando, Melanie Lofgren,
Mary Claire Ladd, Brenna Budaitis,
Megan Goldbranson, Jorie Smith,
Kaitlyn Christenson

Don’t miss the

Second Annual Darien

by Mary Sullivan

I

t has been 13 years since the first
meeting of Girl Scout Troop 496
at Fairview School. Five of the
current seven troop members and
one leader have been together since
that first day. This group of young
woman remained true to their
friendship and Girl Scout oath and
were always busy making a craft,
helping others or earning petals, tryits and badges through the various
levels of Girl Scouting.
They were always initiating or
participating in service projects
during elementary school, eventually earning the bronze award.
While at Mark DeLay, the troop
members spent the day before Halloween going door to door asking
Darien residents for canned goods
for area food pantries. One year
they planted pink tulips for breast
cancer awareness at both Mark
DeLay and the Darien Park District.
The girls always enjoyed the yearly
Lantern Hike, trip to Camp Green
Wood and White Pines Ranch for
the weekend to experience horseback riding, crafts and hiking the
grounds. By eighth grade, the girls
had earned their silver award helping others by constructing quilts for
Project Linus.
The seven members of the troop
have grown and blossomed into
outstanding young women. Four of

the seven have earned their
Gold Award, which is the
highest achievable honor in
Girl Scouting. It is truly amazing what the girls have been
able to accomplish over the
past 13 years. Troop 496 will
end the era, but they have wonderful memories to cherish of the years
they spent together.
The four Gold Award recipients
completed the program with a largescale service project. Here are a few
highlights from their projects.
Megan Goldbranson: Dance-Out
Hunger was a dance-a-thon to raise
awareness for hunger in America.
The people involved in this event
were fellow peers who participated
by dancing consistently for three
hours; those bringing non-perishable
food items to donate to the local
food pantry; and the families who
received the food. The outcome
was tremendous. Megan shared that
earning her Gold Award has been
one of the most rewarding experiences.
Jorie Smith: Disconnect to Reconnect was a Family Game Night to
reinforce and stress the importance
for young kids to spend quality family time together, especially in this
society where electronics and technology have become so advanced.
In accordance with ‘National Turn

Pet Parade

Off Your TV Week’, it’s important
that people remember how to keep
family communication alive without
the interference of technology.
Melanie Lofgren: Outkast Youth
Ministry Day provided a time for
teenagers to relax and reflect, while
having fun and being with friends,
both old and new. It proved to be
educational, fun and beneficial to
all who attended. Melanie hopes
to create OutKast Ministries with a
similar mission in the future.
Kaitlyn Christenson: Children’s
Clothing Racks were created for
the Darien Woman’s Club bi-annual
clothing resale. A team of friends
and fathers were assembled to
construct the racks. Donations were
solicited and Kaitlin offered to baby/
house/pet sit to earn donations to
purchase materials for the construction of six wooden clothing racks to
match their existing. This was a winwin for Darien and Kaitlin!

Mary Sullivan is a long-time
Darien resident and contributor to
Neighbors of Darien.

Awards to the top 3 best
dressed dogs.
Parade is held rain or shine.
Register online at
darienchamber.com.
A portion of the
proceeds benefit
A Caring Place Humane
Society.

Sunday, September 7
2–4pm

Darien Community Park
71st Street & Clarendon Hills Road

Darien Lions Club Fourth of July Parade.
Fourth of July in Darien is not complete without the
Darien Lions Club parade beginning at 9:30am. Due
to construction on 75th street this year there is a new
parade route. This year’s parade has a hometown touch
with the parade taking a path through the residential
streets of Darien. The parade will start from the Jewel
parking lot at 75th and Cass Avenue. The parade will
proceed north on Cass Avenue to 71st Street. At 71st
Street the parade will head east until Clarendon Hills
Road where it will go south toward the end point at
Hinsdale South High School. The Darien Lions Club encourages the youth in the area to participate in the Bike
Decoration contest. Decorate a bike for the holiday and
be at the Jewel parking lot at 9am. Award given to the
best boy and best girl decorated bike.
Organizations interested in being a participant in the
parade should visit the Darien Lions Club web site for
information darienlions.org.

Kick it up a notch with Darien Youth Club Soccer
Soccer summer training for boys and girls grades 3-8
takes place the week of July 21-25. In addition, make
plans for outdoor soccer where all children participate
and there are no tryouts. The season runs from the end
of August through October and is coed for grades kindergarten-2 and boys and girls for grades 3–8. For more
information and to register visit darienyouthclub.org.

OLP Crusader Color Challenge 5K
A family fun event with environmentally safe, non-toxic, colored powder is Sun., Aug. 24 at 8:30am at Darien
Community Park. This event benefits the Our Lady of
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Peace food pantry and participants are asked to bring
non-perishable food items and personal hygiene products
to the event. For registration information contact Angel
Arflack at 630-805-2719.

Upcoming events at Indian Prairie Library
Local history interviews at Indian Prairie Library
The Indian Prairie Public Library is interviewing longtime residents of the community to preserve local history
and create a picture of what life is like today and how
it has changed and continues to change, including the
diversity of ages, cultures, and backgrounds within the
community. If you or someone you know would like to
share your experiences, please contact Joe Popowitch,
Reference Librarian, at 630-887-8760 ext. 240 or email
joep@ippl.info.
Veterans History Project
The Indian Prairie Public Library is collecting and preserving the experiences of U.S. veterans of all wars— including recent conflicts—and veterans can help by sharing
their stories. The library is also interested in the stories
of U.S. civilians who actively supported war efforts (such
as war industry workers, USO workers, flight instructors,
medical volunteers, etc.). If you or someone you know
would like to share your experiences, please contact Joe
Popowitch, Reference Librarian, at 630-887-8760 ext.
240 or joep@ippl.info.
Citizenship Corner
The Indian Prairie Public Library now has a new
“citizenship corner” with books, DVDs, CDs, links to
helpful citizenship sites, and brochures for local groups
to help immigrants study for citizenship. Funds for these
materials and programs were awarded by the Illinois State
Library, a Division of the Office of Secretary of State,
using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and
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Around the Block
Library Services under the federal Library Services and
Technology Act.
Learn, create and share at the Indian Prairie Public
Library
This year, the Indian Prairie Public Library is going
beyond books and reading and encouraging people to expand their horizons by attending programs. The library’s
new Junction series of programming is designed to
encourage community members to learn something new,
create from scratch, and share their knowledge with their
neighbors. IPPL cardholders who participate in designated Junction programs will earn entries into monthly and
grand prize drawings, donated by the Friends of IPPL.

We Grow Dreams offers flowers and
opportunities
We Grow Dreams is a not-for-profit corporation that
provides job training and employment opportunities for
people with disabilities through their greenhouse and
garden center in West Chicago. The job-training program
provides the Team Members of We Grow Dreams with
everyday tasks that are involved in a wholesale and retail
greenhouse business. Team Members, who are required
to work 10 hours a month with a job coach, receive a
monthly paycheck. According to their mission, We Grow
Dreams strives to provide “opportunity to lead fulfilling
lives and to train and work in a supportive, safe and caring environment.” The greenhouse has a great selection
of summer flowers available and is already busy preparing
for fall.
For more information about the organization, visit
wegrowdreams.org or call 630-293-0100

A Caring Place in need of in-kind support
A Caring Place Humane Society is a volunteer run
organization. Donations and volunteers are always welcome. The organization has an in-kind wish list including
the following items: dog leashes, collars, training collars,
dog beds, dog kennels/crates, premium dry dog food

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com
and chew toys. The organization also has administrative
donation needs, including postage stamps, photocopier,
sponsor for printing of newsletter and a facility space or
building. 630-375-7976 or acaringplacehs.org.

Golf to end hunger
The West Suburban Community Pantry presents its
Second Annual Drive to End Hunger Golf Tournament
Tues., July 15 at Seven Bridges Golf Club in Woodridge.
This event will feature celebrity guests and all proceeds
will benefit the organization’s mission of nourishing
neighbors through sustenance and support across DuPage
County. 630-512-9921 ext. 200 or wcpinc.org.

Foundation welcomes arts intern
Sarah Daly has joined The DuPage Community Foundation as an intern for its “DuPage All For Arts Study.”
Daly’s duties include working with Cheryl Yuen, principal
of consulting for Creative Organizations, who has been
retained to assist with the study. The group will facilitate
the possibility of defining an arts commission for DuPage
County. The DuPage Community Foundation seeks to
raise the quality of life throughout DuPage County by
fostering philanthropy, connecting donors to area needs
and building community partnerships. For information
about the program visit dcfdn.org.

New SEASPAR facility opens
The Grand Opening of SEASPAR’s new programming
space, located in the Lisle Recreation Center, was held on
May 31. The space features areas for cooking, art, computer skills, social activities, and an additional site for the
EAGLES program. The highlight of the space is Wonders,
A Multi-Sensory Room. The room primarily benefits
individuals with Autism/Autism Spectrum Disorders,
Sensory Processing Disorders, ADHD and Dementia.
Call 630-960-7600 or visit seaspar.org for information.

Good grades program
The DuPage County Hounds Baseball Team is pleased
to announce that they will offer the Good Grades
Program for our 2014 season after nearly 1,000 children
participated in the program in 2013. The DuPage County
Hounds, who play at the 1,100 seat baseball stadium at
Benedictine University in Lisle, offer a program that rewards students for achieving all A’s and B’s on their report
cards. Visit houndsgoodgrades.com for information.

Rockin’ for the Troops
Cantigny and Operation Support our Troops - America
are proud to host Rockin’ for the Troops once again
this year with Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band as the
headliner on Sat., July 19 at Cantigny Park in Wheaton.
Since 2003, Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band have been
performing for military men and women and supporting many organizations that are working hard for our
veterans, wounded warriors and families. Tickets are $25
and available online or at participating Jewel-Osco stores.
630-971-1150 or osotamerica.wix.com.

HSHS seeks Hall of Fame nominations
Nominations are currently being accepted for the Hinsdale South High School Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame
recognizes select individuals who are graduates or retired
staff of HSHS. Nominated alumni have made significant
contributions to their profession, to their community or
to society in general. Nominated retired staff members
have continued to contribute significantly to the school
community or have been advocates for the school (after
retirement) or have brought distinction to the school.
Contact Stephanie Palmer spalmer@hinsdale86.org.

HSHS ranks in top 5%
Hinsdale South was just ranked in the top 5% of all
Illinois high schools by US News and World Report! Hinsdale South came in at #34 in the state out of 708 high
schools. The ranking is #771, which places the school in
the top 4% of all US high schools.

People’s Resource Center earns coveted fourstar rating
For the sixth year in a row, People’s Resource Center
(PRC) has earned the top rating, four-stars, from Charity
Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evaluator. The honor places PRC within the top 3% of nonprofit organizations evaluated by Charity Navigator. The
rating recognizes PRC for “exceptional” fiscal management practices and commitment to accountability and
transparency.
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Darien
Lions Club
4th of July
Parade

Cass Ave,
Feature your event here!
71st St.,
Call 630-995-3482
Clarendon Hills
or write info@neighborsmagazines.com
Rd.

DARIEN
SUNDAY

J U L Y 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
The Surrealist
World of Rene
Magritte
7pm
Library

6

7

Open House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse and
Museum

Around the Block
PRC’s rating and other information about charitable giving are available free of charge on charitynavigator.org.

SEASPAR sends athletes to Summer Games
Seven coaches and 14 athletes represented SEASPAR at
the Illinois Special Olympics Summer Games held at Illinois State University in mid-June. Representing SEASPAR:
Aquatics
Jason Grudem, Woodridge;
Brian Meany, Downers Grove
William Porch, Westmont
Kate Rabinak, Westmont
Adam Sikora, Lisle
Sam Smetko, LaGrange Park
Daniel Smrokowski, Westmont
Track & Field
Michal Drabik, Woodridge
Emily Kula, Brookfield
Natalie Pernia, Downers Grove
Mark Ploskonka, Darien
Allen Rosete, Darien
Powerlifting
Emily Lundvall, Westmont
Soccer
Nate Church, LaGrange
34
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14

Family fun
Lace up your sneakers and head to Castaldo Park,
3024 71st St., in Woodridge for the Sat., July 12 Voice of
Care Mile for Mileage. Register online at voiceofcare.org.
Box lunch, bottled water and t-shirt are included. Prizes
for top pledge earners. Call 630-234-1491 to register via
phone.

Old Lace open this summer

20

Old Lace Schoolhouse and Museum will offer an open
house from 1–3pm July 6 and Aug. 6 at the building located at 75th and Cass Ave. Add this to a summer bucket
list. See exhibits of interest and envision the origins and
growth of what has become Darien.

Make plans for DuPagePads Run 4 Home
Bring the family out to DuPagePads’ 10th Annual
Run/Walk event Sept. 6 starting at 8am at DuPagePads
in Wheaton. This year’s course takes runners and walkers
through scenic streets of Wheaton and back to DuPagePads for a celebration. The event includes a door prize
drawing, food, music and more. Register padsrun.org.
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8

THURSDAY

2

Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park
Workouts in the
Park: Boot Camp
5:30pm
Community
Center
John Measner
Magic Show
5pm
Community Park

9

Little Hawks
Hockey program
starts
Sportsplex

Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park

Zombie
Terraniums for
Teens
4pm, Library
Fishing for Run &
Rec I , 7pm
Library

Mr. Myers
7pm
Community Park

15

Workouts in the
Park: Hatha Yoga
9:30am
Community
Center
Fishing for Fun &
Rec II
7pm
Willow Pond
Drive to End
Hunger Golf
Tournament

21

22

Darien Youth Club
soccer summer
training begins

EL Wire Design for
Teens
4pm
Library

28

29

16
Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park
Ken Schultz
Children’s Concert
6-8pm
Community Park

FRIDAY

3
Rat-a-Tat-Tat
6:30pm
Library

10
Arrrrr! Pirate
Treasure Hunt
6:30pm
Library

SATURDAY

4

11
Stuffed Animal
Sleepover
6:30pm
Library
Movies Under the
Stars
8:30pm
Frozen
Community Park

17

5

Darien Lions Club
Fourth of July
Parade
9:30am
Cass Ave., 71st St.,
Clarendon Hills
Rd.

18

Kid-Sized Candy
Land
6:30pm
Library

12
Voice of Care
“Mile for Mileage”
Pledge Walk
10am
Castaldo Park

19
Rockin’ for the
Troops
12pm-11pm
Cantigny Park

PM Networking,
5pm, Q Bar

23

Understanding
Medicare Parts A
and B & Medicare
Supplemental
Plans
1pm, Library
Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park
Centerfold Band
7pm
Community Park

30
Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park
The New Invaders
Band
7pm
Community Park

24

Noisy Art Night
6:30pm
Library

31
Plants vs. Zombies
6:30pm
Library

25

Darien Youth Club
soccer summer
training ends
Inflata-Palooza
and Ice Cream
Social
5:30pm
Sportsplex
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Darien
Farmers
Market

Feature your event here!
Call 630-995-3482

Every
Wednesday
with a FREE
concert!

Oil, oil everywhere

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

Financial News
by Angelo R. Imbrogno

A U G U S T 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Save the date!

2

Sept. 5–7
Please note: Some programs listed may require registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

3

4

5

6

7

Farmers market
3-7pm
Vinyl Highway
Band
7pm
Community Park

8

9

Get Hired Jobs
Fair
9am-12:30pm
Sportsplex

Leaking oil

Elite Soccer
Academy sessions
begin
Open House
1-3pm, Old Lace

10

11

12
Workouts in the
Park: Tai Chi
6pm
Community
Center

17

18

19
Free Legal
Consult-ations for
Immigrants
9 am–12pm
Fantasy Football
101
7pm
Library

24
OLP Crusader
Color Challenge
8:30am
Community Park

31

25

26
Fantasy Football
Draft
7pm
Library

13

14

Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park

Read to the Dogs
6:30pm
Library

Miss Jamie’s Farm
Children’s Concert
6pm
Community Park

Sportsplex Skate
School classes
begin

20
Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park
Flashback 45
Band
7pm
Community Park
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F

or the third year in a row, the
summer driving season kicked
off with national gasoline
prices at $3.67 per gallon, according
to data from the U.S. Department
of Energy. Prices at the pump are
below the $3.80–$4 danger zone
where they contributed to economic
soft spots in 2011 and 2012. But
they may head higher with crude oil
prices rising over $104 last week—
well above the levels seen around
Memorial Day weekend during the
past couple of years.
So why—if the United States is
producing more oil and consuming
less than it was a decade ago—is the
price of oil going up?

21

15

22

Fantasy Football
201
7pm
Library

28

16
Fishing Derby
8-11am
South Grove Park

23
Sing-Along
10:30am
The Wizard of Oz
Library
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The United States is the largest
producer of petroleum products in
the world, exceeding even Saudi
Arabia. Output has been soaring.
In fact, U.S. production is up over
50% since 2007. Rising production
and relatively flat consumption—the
United States uses about 10% less
petroleum than in the middle of
the last decade—has led to rising
inventories. But this is not all destined for use in the United States. In
fact, crude inventories at the United
States’ main oil hub in Cushing, OK
have declined sharply. Instead of
being routed to other destinations
across the country, oil supplies have
been diverted through the southern

portion of the Keystone XL pipeline
from the Midwest to the Gulf Coast
refineries for export overseas. The
United States has rapidly become
the largest exporter of petroleum
products in the world (the United
States does not export crude oil
by law, but instead exports refined
petroleum products).

Global gap

Petroleum prices in the United
States are being boosted by the gap
between global supply and demand.
Relatively weak supply growth is
the result of declines in oil production and exports in countries such
as Libya and Iran that can be tied to
geopolitical tensions and in others
like Venezuela and Mexico stemming from poor reinvestment. At
the same time, global demand has
been growing as the world economy
expands. It is true that developed
market countries like the United
States are much more energy efficient than they were 30 years
ago—the United States uses 45% less
energy per dollar of gross domestic
product (GDP) than in 1980. However, emerging market countries are
less efficient and use more energy
per dollar of GDP. In fact, in 2014 it
is likely that emerging markets may
account for more world oil consumption than developed countries.

Transportation

We will be watching the move-

ments in energy prices carefully to
judge their impact on the economy,
but at a little over $104 prices may
already be near their peak for the
year—crude oil peaked at $110 in
each of the past two years before
dropping back into the $90s. The
primary focus for investors may be
on transportation—not what they
pay to drive their cars, but the increasing amount of oil being moved
around the United States. Threequarters of U.S. refining capacity is
located on or near the coasts. These
refineries have traditionally tended
to use imported crude oil delivered
by tanker because it was cheaper
than getting U.S.-sourced crude
to their operations over land. But
the growing supply and a pipeline
capacity shortage have led to more
crude oil moving around the United
States on trucks, barges, and trains
than at any point since the government began keeping records in
1981. In fact, rail shipments of oil
have more than tripled since the
beginning of 2010.
Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond
Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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School District 61
classes begin
The Monuments
Men: Saving
Europe’s Treasures
1pm, Library
Farmers market
3-7pm
Community Park

37

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@neighborsmagazines.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
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Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

