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A message from our mayor

A

“It is better to lead from behind and to put others in front, especially when you
celebrate victory when nice things occur. You take the front line when there is
danger. Then people will appreciate your leadership.”
~Nelson Mandela

t the May 19 City Council meeting our City Council approved the sale of
the property on Cass Avenue to a developer to build two new commercial
buildings on the property. The agreement includes adding a public area that
may consist of a clock or a fountain and green space, which will be dedicated back to the City of Darien
on completion. Since the agreement, the City has been working diligently with the developer to finalize the
planning and due diligence on the property, including approving a plan for the public area. This sale is the
beginning of the end of a long and difficult project in which the
City of Darien cleaned up environmental problems left by two gas
stations and a dry cleaning business, which contaminated soils and
groundwater under these properties. I am pleased we are able to
move forward and get a new development on this property, which
we anticipate will be complete by next spring.
I would love it if you could join us for the Second Annual Town
Hall Meeting Sept. 25 from 7–9 pm at Chuck’s Southern Comforts
Café. Last year we had our first Town Hall Meeting, in which you
had a chance to interact and ask questions to any taxing body
in the City of Darien. Last year was a great success with many attendees, and we hope this year will be
even better. The format has changed slightly, as there will be a panel discussion with all the represented
entities participating, with questions welcomed from the public. You can register to attend by visiting
darienchamber.com.
We also look forward to the completion of 75th Street, which is run by DuPage County, not the City of
Darien. This summer the intersections of 75th and Cass, 75th and Plainfield, and Plainfield and Cass have
been very difficult on Darien residents, with a variety of lane configuration changes and backed up traffic.
Once this project is complete and the redevelopment of the Darien Pointe is finished, the center of our
community will be greatly improved. If you have any questions or concerns on any of these projects please
call our Director of Municipal Services Dan Gombac at 630-353-8106.
If you have any issues or suggestions, please feel free to contact Bryon Vana, City Administrator, at
630-353-8114.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor

The changing face
of disabilities
Opening the doors for inclusion
by Alex Keown

D

arien resident Bridget Brown is a well-spoken,
to coach young people and helps them find their own
confident young woman who is not afraid to
voice, particularly when it comes to their education.
speak her mind. Bridget was also born with
In addition to her speaking engagements, Brown
Down syndrome.
works as a dental health educator at the University Of
She believes it’s more important to be seen as
Illinois Chicago. She goes to campus and works with
someone with abilities, rather than someone limited
young patients, teaching them how to care for their
by being born with Down syndrome.
teeth. Her dental education training is augmented by
“Being seen for what you can do opens the doors
years of working in her father’s dental practice as an
for more inclusion,” Brown said. “It’s important for
assistant.
people with disabilities to be part of the community”.
When she began working for her father, the cheerIn Illinois Brown is blazing a trail of promoting
ful Brown was a natural at greeting patients and
inclusion and
putting those who
understanding of
might fear visiting
individuals who
a dentist at ease.
face challenges
Soon though, her
because of intelcuriosity and natural
lectual disabilities.
skill allowed her the
She was the first
opportunity to take
Down syndrome
on greater roles at
student at Hinsdale
her father’s office,
South High School
including making
to be fully included
dental molds and
in daily activities.
recording gum meaSince then she has
surements. She has
become a national
also held hands of
speaker sharing
nervous patients as
tips and strategies
they undergo varion creating greater
ous procedures.
inclusion for people
While Brown has
with disabilities. Adbeen fortunate in
Bridget and her mom Nancy are well known advocates for those with
special needs throughout Illinois.
ditionally she works
finding multiple out5

Bridget Brown is a strong advocate for those with unique abilities and is proud to
work several different jobs including in a dental office and as an actress. Families of
those with special needs applaud those businesses with strong hiring practices and
encourage small and large companies to take a chance and implement employment
options for those of all abilities.

lets in employment and activism,
the same cannot be said of other
community members who face
developmental difficulties
According to the Bureau of Labor
statistics, in Illinois only 17.6 percent of those with disabilities are
employed. Illinois ranks near the
bottom US states (with Arkansas,
Texas Virginia and Mississippi) of
the amount it spends to promote
community supports, independence and productivity among the
disabled.
Brown’s mother, Nancy, said
mainstreaming people with disabilities into life is essential for the
strength of the community. This
mainstreaming includes education,
community programs and employment opportunities.
“People are segregated from early
ages. It is not good for the community and it’s not good for the
people with disabilities,” Nancy
said. “We do not segregate the
people we value. That’s something
6

I learned when Bridget was young
and it’s certainly shaped my views.”
According to Tony Paulauski,
executive director of the Arc of
Illinois, things are looking up.
“We are probably doing more rebalancing in Illinois in the last two
years than any state in the nation,”
he says when referring to making
much needed improvements to the
disability system.

Bridget had the chance to work with
William H. Macy on the show
Shameless, which is filmed in Chicago.
In addition to her many activities, she's
also a working actress.

The most significant change has
been the implementation of
Employment First, part of a national
movement that supports opportunities in the general workforce and
states that employment should be
the first option when planning life
goals for those with disabilities.
Even if employment can be
found, Bridget said one hurdle
many people with disabilities face
is finding adequate transportation,
as most people with intellectual
challenges cannot legally drive.
Bridget said it might be easier for
people with disabilities to find work
than find reliable transportation.
While she doesn’t drive, Bridget has
a network of support. However,
Bridget is also prone to taking public transportation when necessary,
particularly when she is in downtown Chicago.
“I will take the train to the “El”,
then walk the rest of the way to
work,” she said. “I think it’s important for people with disabilities to
learn how to use public transportation if they can. If I can do it, so
can they.”
Other Darien residents with
disabilities work each day at finding work after they complete the
school district special education
transition program and the school
bus stops running.
As a longtime bagger at the former Dominick’s in Darien, Jennifer
Giacalone enjoyed meeting and
interacting with the members of
the community as they shopped for
groceries.
“I liked talking with the customers and helping them out when I
could,” Giacalone said.
Like a number of baggers
working in various grocery stores
around the community, the affable,

but shy Jennifer faces
the challenges of a
disability. In addition,
when Dominick’s
closed, Jennifer, like
many other employees, was out of a
job. But applying for
work is not easy for
Jennifer, who was
diagnosed with what
her family described as a learning
disability, but provided no specifics
to her condition.
To help Jennifer, her father Joe
and his wife have found assistance
through multiple state programs,
some of which have been shut
down due to budget constraints.
However, Jennifer is able to work
with job coaches to help her fill out
resumes and prepare for potential

interviews. In August, Jennifer got
to use the advice of her coaches
when she interviewed for a similar
role at Jewel-Osco that she had at
Dominick’s.
Jennifer worked an average of
about 30 hours per week and is
hoping to find another paying job
to help provide for herself.
“It’s important to work and I like
to work,” Jennifer said.

In addition to
her duties with the
grocery store chain,
Jennifer fills her time
volunteering in the
community, including a small security
role at the VIP tent
during DarienFest.
“I like working
and being part of
things,” she said.
Organizations such as SEASPAR
(South East Association for Special
Parks And Recreation) are providing recreation and training opportunities for people with disabilities
like Jennifer. Many of the SEASPAR programs, including ones with
the Darien Park District, provide
great outlets for its members to get
involved with something.

One SEASPAR program,
experience for challenged
EAGLES, (Enhancing Adult
students who are seeking
Growth through Lifestyle
employment. Teaming up with
Education and Service), is a
OfficeMax, the program is an
year-round life skills enrichinnovative way to train people
ment program designed to
with disabilities to be successassist adults with disabilities,
ful in employment in retail or
ages 18-50, transition to life in
areas of distribution. Trainees
the community. The program
work in a 10-week program
emphasizes leisure indepenfollowed by a two-week internAspire and OfficeMax recreated a distribution
dence, community awareness,
ship.
The trainees are trained in
center to be used for training.
and social interaction with peers,
using the computer and point of
all of which are vital skills necessary for those with
sales system for OfficeMax and are required to have a
intellectual challenges to enter the workforce.
firm understanding of the duties for the position.
“Developing those social skills and queues are
“These folks, they can do excellent work, but it may
a challenge for folks with disabilities,” said Marcia
take them more time to develop those hard skills.
Gordon, vice president of career and life enrichment
They may need a little more breakdown of what the
at Aspire of Illinois. “Sometimes for people with disskills are… and the training program provides the opabilities, things like that just don’t come naturally.”
portunities,” Gordon said.
Aspire, based in Westchester, provides services for
“OfficeMax does require that (the Aspire students)
children and adults with developmental disabilities
be able to keep up with the other employees,” Gorand their families and is another example of a orgadon said.
nization meeting the needs of those with disabilities.
In addition to the OfficeMax programming used
A service the organization launched earlier this year
in the classroom setting, Gordon said OfficeMax
provides real world vocational training and real time
provides trainers. These OfficeMax employees help
the trainees with basic questions and also help them
prepare for a job interview process.
Gordon said the trainees understand that even
though they’ve gone through the training program,
they are not guaranteed to land a job with the office
supply company.
One of the graduates of the program, Steve Delaetore of Darien, found a job in OfficeMax’s distribution center in nearby Addison, Gordon said.
“He’s doing really well and is a testament to the
training of the program,” Gordon said.
Gordon added the training program has been successful with OfficeMax wanting to replicate it nationally. She’s hoping to attract other companies to the
program to expand the training and job opportunities
for the students.
Another Chicago-area executive realized that
there might not be jobs utilizing the unique talents
of his autistic son when he finished school. In 2012
Dave Freidman founded AutonomyWorks with the
P hoto : AsPire of illinois
mission to create thousands of job opportunities for
Darien resident Steve Delaetore is a graduate of the Aspire
those with autism and other disabilities. With the
CareerLink program and found a job with OfficeMax..
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unemployment rate for those with autism exceeding 80%,
he started his own organization, which provides customdesigned work by supplying associates to meet the needs
of a business like data entry, computer and other process
execution roles. His goal is to create a 300-person service
center in the Chicago area over the next several years.
“Businesses are always in need of talented people. With
a few examples, like AutonomyWorks and others, I believe
that companies will begin to appreciate the value that
people with disabilities can bring to their business, “ said
Friedman.
But, more chances are out there, as Paulauski of the ARC
of Illinois noted.
With more people with disabilities entering the workforce, proactive executives, parents, teachers and employees are encouraging businesses to take a chance.
“We need to change the focus from disabilities to abilities. Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. If we start
talking about what people CAN do instead of what they
CAN'T do, we can find lots of jobs,” said Friedman.
Kish Pisani contributed to this article.

P hoto : AutonomyWorks

Another parent of a special needs teenager started AutonomyWorks, a company that provides computer support and
other jobs that are contracted with businesses. The jobs are
ideal for those with different abilities, including autism.
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Overnight parking registration now available online
If calling the police department, residents will be
referred to the city website. If Internet access is not
available, the request can be made over the phone.

Residents may now request overnight parking
permission by going to the City Of Darien website
from any device connected to the Internet. The link to
the automated system is listed under HOT NEWS as
“Overnight Parking Registration” at the top right hand
corner. Click on the link access the system.

City offers mailbox replacement program
The City of Darien offers its residents an opportunity to replace their old
mailbox. Residents may purchase the mailbox pictured above through the
City of Darien and have it installed by Municipal Services at no charge.
Those wishing to participate in the program call Ashley at 630-353-8105.
Units

Cost

Mailbox

Description-materials
Each

1

$12.97

Anchor-ground-36-inch

Each

1

14.10

Telespar Square Post

Each

1

48.69

Rain Cap

Each

1

6.87

Mailbox Supports-fasteners

Lump Sum

1

8.95

Welding Supplies

Lump Sum

1

2.50

Julie Locate

Each

1

1.30

*Total Material Cost

Unit

*Material prices are subject to change

The City of Darien is pleased to be able to offer
FREE BRANCH PICKUP for all residents within
city boundaries. To help keep the streets clean and
our crews on schedule, please stack the branches
neatly by the curb on the Sunday before the pickup
week. The chipper can accept branches up to 6”
in diameter. Please do not tie the branches or put
them in garbage cans. All other yard waste such as
grass clippings and flowers should be disposed of
through our yard waste program with Advanced Disposal.
All branches need to be out no later than the Sunday night prior to the
designated pickup week. The chipping crew can make only one pass and
may complete your street as soon as Monday morning.
Residents can also take branches to the Municipal Services Facility, located
at 1041 S. Frontage Road, and place at the designated location labeled as
"Branches." Branches will be accepted seven days a week from 5am-11 p.m..
Landscape companies hired to help with resident branches may also take
them to Municipal Services.
The last branch pickup is Oct. 27-31.
Contact Municipal Services at 630-353-8105 with questions.
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A questionnaire was mailed with the July water bills in
respect to back flow prevention. BSI is the company that
is managing the record database for the City of Darien.
The survey is mandated by the EPA and a survey of this
nature needs to be completed by all residents every two
years.
A backflow prevention device is used to protect
potable water supplies from contamination or pollution
due to backflow. In water supply systems, water is
normally maintained at a significant pressure to enable

water to flow from the tap, shower etc. When pressure
fails or is reduced, as may happen if a water main bursts,
pipes freeze or there is unexpectedly high demand on
the water system, then such reduced pressure in the
pipe may allow contaminated water from the ground,
from storage or from other sources to be drawn up into
the system.
For additional information please contact BSI at
1-800-414-4990.

Senior Corner

$95.38

Last branch pickup in October

Backflow survey mailed to residents

Get ready for free
fall leaf pickup
The City of Darien will again be
providing fall leaf pickup FREE OF
CHARGE to residents. The program
runs from Oct. 6– Nov. 29 of this
year, and will take place weekly on
normal garbage days. The leaves
should be placed in brown craft
paper yard waste bags or in plastic
garbage cans. If using garbage cans,
please place “YARD WASTE ONLY”
labels on the cans so the driver can
identify them as leaf pickup. (These
labels are available at City Hall)
Residents are not permitted
to rake leaves into the street.
Raking leaves into the street can
cause serious local flooding for
everyone. Contact Scott Coren at
630-353-8104 with questions.

Darien Police Department
senior service officers
In October 2012 Darien Police Chief Ernest
Brown sent two police officers to specialized
training to better assist the Darien senior citizen
population. Officers Lauren Renner and Marina
Liska became the Darien Police Department’s Elder
Services Officers. Since the start of this program
the Elder Services Officers have been busy meeting
with Darien senior citizens and assisting them with
important services. For questions regarding the City
of Darien Elder Services Officers Program ontact
officer Lauren Renner at lrenner@darienil.gov or
officer Marina Liska at mliska@darienil.gov, or call
630-852-5000.
Subsidized Taxi service
City of Darien Pilot II Subsidized Taxi service
provides transportation needs using coupons
that reduce the cost of taxi fares. This program
serves Darien residents who are senior citizens
(65+) and persons with disabilities (must be
documented). Participants must first register at
the Darien City Hall by completing a program
registration form and having a picture taken for an
identification card issued within 2-4 weeks. Ride
coupons have face value of $5 each and cost $2.50
each (City of Darien subsidizes ½ of the cost). Please
contact Darien City Hall for further details and
information at 630-852-5000.
File of Life
A File of Life kit contains a standardized medical
information card in a magnetic pouch, which is
designed to be placed on the front of a refrigerator.
There is also a smaller card and pouch to be carried

in a purse or wallet. These cards will help police
and emergency response teams have instant access
to medical information and therefore be able to
act more quickly in emergency situations. Each kit
comes with instructions on how to complete and
maintain the medical information on the cards.
Several thousand kits have already been distributed.
They are available at the township office 4340
Prince Street in Downers Grove. A $1 donation is
requested.
Home Maintenance
DuPage Senior Citizen Council Home
Maintenance Program is available for senior citizens
in DuPage County. This program provides affordable
repair services so seniors can maintain the safety and
value of their homes. For more information 630620-0804.
Vintage Times – senior programming on DCT6
The Vintage Times, produced by the Township of
Downers Grove in cooperation with the Village of
Downers Grove, is aired on Darien Cable Television
channel 6 daily at 4 p.m.. This program contains
interesting and relevant information pertaining to
senior citizens.
11
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City Council approved the sale of the property on Cass Avenue to a
developer to build new commercial buildings including a public area. The
property will be dedicated back to the City of Darien upon completion.

Halloween Trick-or-Treat Motorist Safety Tips
Halloween can be a spooky time of the year for motorists
and pedestrians as trick-or-treaters walk in and near
roadways. In fact, the American Automobile Association
(AAA) Foundation for Traffic Safety reports that Oct. 31 is
one of the deadliest nights of the year for pedestrians.
AAA urges motorists to slow down and drive with caution,
especially in low-lit neighbor-hoods between the hours of
4pm and midnight when pedestrians are most vulnerable.
Also, if you plan to attend a Halloween party, arrange a
sober driver to avoid the risks of impaired driving.
“Halloween can be a fun night for spooky celebrations and
pranks, but impaired driving is no joke.” said Jennifer Cook,
senior manager of corporate communications at AAA
Washington. “Many vehicle-pedestrian crashes and fatalities
can be prevented if drivers don’t get behind the wheel after
drinking.”
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), from 2007-2011, 52 percent of
all national vehicle related fatalities occurring on Halloween
night involved a drunk driver.
Tips from AAA on ways motorists can help keep roadways
safe this Halloween:
• Avoid driving through neighborhoods. If possible, avoid
cutting through residential streets where trick-or-treaters
are likely to be.
• Watch for children in the street. Trick-or-treaters may not
pay attention to cars and cross mid-block or between
parked cars.
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• Slow down. According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety, a pedestrian is more than twice as likely to be
killed if they are hit by a car traveling at 35 mph compared to 25 mph. What seems like a small difference—just
10 mph—can be the difference between life and death.
• Drive sober. Always designate a driver if you plan to drink.
• Simple steps for parents to help keep trick-or-treaters safe:
• Check costumes. Choose disguises that do not obstruct
vision, opt for non-toxic face paint instead of masks, and
add reflective material or tape to keep kids visible.
• Trick-or-Treat together. AAA recommends that parents
accompany young trick-or-treaters.
• Make a plan. Review trick-or-treat safety precautions and
plan your route ahead of time. Remind children never to
cross the street mid-block or from between parked cars.
• Buckle up. If driving trick-or-treaters between
neighborhoods, always use appropriate seat belts or car
seats and have children exit and enter on the passenger
side of the vehicle.
The City of Darien does not restrict
Trick or Treat hours, but suggest
daylight hours for safety.

City of Darien Parkway Ash Tree Treatment Program
In 2013, the City of Darien committed to a program
to try to save as many of our parkway Ash trees as
possible, to preserve the beautiful canopy of our
neighborhoods.
The City Council approved funds for a treatment
program on all parkway Ash Trees to control /
eliminate the Emerald Ash Borer. The treatment
consisted of injecting the trees which met viability
criteria with the insecticide “Tree-age”. Trees that were
already dead were removed.
This summer, all trees were re-inspected to determine
treatment results. Studies have shown that the tree
can show further decline after the first treatment, but
that the tree will eventually heal. One of the criteria to
determine viability is the abundance of growth on the
main stems as well as the canopy.

Those trees that clearly would not survive have been
removed. Remaining trees with a red dot indicates that
the trees viability is questionable at this point, and the
tree is being watched.
All trees will be re-inspected next summer, and
those that meet the criteria will again be injected with
“Tree-age”. The injection has a residual of 2 years, and
is recommended that treatment continue for 6 years.
Any trees that do not survive will be removed. The
city has a program to replace parkway trees that have
been removed, scheduled in the fall.
Private property Ash trees are the homeowner’s
responsibility. The city Arborist recommends that all
Ash Trees either be professionally treated or removed.
A dead Ash tree is subject to failure, which could cause
damage to property and / or people.

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858

JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110

Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177

Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974

Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421

Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114

Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230

Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081

Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1

Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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The family that reads together,
learns together—and grows together
By David May
That’s the principle behind one of
two grants the Darien District 61
Educational Foundation has awarded
for the 2014-15 school year to
teachers at Lace School. The $8,325
award will fund the yearlong “Lace
Reads Together” program, designed
to foster a shared experience where
everyone in the school community
is collectively reading the same book
at the same time.
Leading the effort are third-grade
teachers Jennifer Reyes, Bonnie
Bucholz and Michelle Greco.
“The goals and objectives are
simple: build and expand a sense
of community among students,
parents, teachers and staff through
the experience of reading,” they say in
their grant application. “In addition,
we want to continue to build a love
for reading through a shared social
experience where
everyone and anyone can participate.”
Guided discussions of the chosen
book will take place during regular
reading and language-arts class
time to work on goals such as
comprehension and fluency. Athome reading activities will also
be part of the fun. But that’s only
the beginning. School assemblies,
trivia contests and family nights--all
centered on the shared story--are
also part of the program. One book
will be chosen this fall and then
the process will be repeated in the
spring with another selection.
Perhaps the highlight during the
year is a visit from a professional
author, who will discuss the art of
writing and story-telling and what
it takes start with a simple idea and
end up with a book that can keep
readers spellbound for hours.
The second grant awarded by
the Foundation will help establish

an “iPod Listening Literacy
Center” at Lace School, offering
yet another tool to help students
improve their reading skills. Thirdgrade teacher Erin Kasanders
received a $1,000 grant to help get
the center up and running through
the purchase of six iPod Nano devices
and a collection of audio books.
In her grant application, Kasanders
emphasizes the importance of fluency
in reading instruction. “Fluency is
important because it affects students’
reading comprehension and efficiency,”
she says. “Recorded books increase
fluency by verbalizing printed words
with the correct pace, phrasing and
expression.”
The listening center will be able
to accommodate up to six students
at a time and also complement the
existing “leveled library” of printed
books already available for students
at all reading levels.
“Today’s world is filled with the
latest gadgets, gizmos, apps and
videos created to engage and teach
my students,” Kasanders writes.
“However, as a teacher I strongly
believe nothing can quite match the
connection between a book and
a student.” She says the listening
center will “combine the engagement
given by technology and the love of
books into one learning activity that
can be used over and over again.”
With these two grants, the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation
has now awarded about $30,000
in teacher grants and other student
assistance since 2010. To learn more
about the foundation and previous
grants or to make a donation, please
visit darien61foundation.org.

Budget update

Darien District #61
foundation thanks
community for
successful fundraiser

The tentative draft of the Fiscal Year 2015 budget was presented at the
July 22, 2014, Board of Education meeting. This tentative draft represents
revenue budgeted at $18,377,027 with expenses budgeted at $19,612,103.
FUND
EDUCATION
OPERATION & MAINT.

Revenue

Expense

Difference

$14,813,644

$15,084,955

$(271,311)

$1,497,518

$2,206,787

$(709,269)

TRANSPORTATION

$711,078

$911,288

$(200,210)

IMRF/SS

$475,508

$526,036

$(50,528)

$-

$-

$-

CONSTRUCTION
WORKING CASH
DEBT
TOTAL

$-

$-

$-

$879,279

$883,038

$(3,758)

$18,377,027

$19,612,103

$(1,235,076)

This budgeted deficit of ($1,235,076) will be covered with the current
fund balance. The Board has not yet made a decision on the major
construction project(s) for FY15, but $1,000,000 is currently earmarked for
this purpose. Additionally at the July Board meeting, The Board approved
the administration to move forward with a Physical Condition Assessment
for all three schools. The assessment will include a thorough evaluation of
all systems and structures within all schools and will include a feasibility
study for the possibility of adding air conditioning to our buildings. The
information from this assessment will be used by the Board to determine a
list of priorities moving forward.
In April, the Board approved the adoption of a new Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt math series. The K-5 program, titled “Go Math,” and the 6-8
series titled “Big Ideas” are both correlated to the Common Core and
total $172,906. Also in April, the Board approved a three-year loan for a
technology adoption totaling $600,000. The adoption includes hardware,
software and electronic subscriptions. A public hearing will take place Sept.
30 at 7pm when the final budget will be presented. A copy of the tentative
draft is available online and at the Superintendent’s Office. Additionally, the
following summer maintenance projects were completed:
1. Concrete replacement at the entrances of Lace and Eisenhower
2. New interior door locks at Eisenhower
3. Replacement desks and tables for portions of Lace and Mark DeLay
4. Sealcoating of south lot and Kelly Circle at Mark DeLay
5. Electrical upgrades at Lace and Mark DeLay (grant funds)
6. New exterior doors at Mark DeLay entrance (grant funds)

Although it won’t be long before
the leaves start to fall, the Darien
District 61 Educational Foundation
is still thinking of spring and its
successful third annual “Spring for
Education” raffle fundraiser. The
board of directors thanks all of the
foundation’s friends and sponsors for
their continued support.
This year’s grand prize was an Apple
iPad Air tablet, along with the second
prize of a weekend getaway at the allsuites Delavan Lake Resort near Lake
Geneva, Wis. Raffle proceeds advance
the foundation’s mission: to provide
supplemental funding for programs
and initiatives to enhance the quality
of education for students in Darien
Public School District #61.
In addition to all who bought tickets,
the foundation thanks this year’s
sponsors and donors:
• Be Touched Massage Therapy,
Woodridge
• Blue Diamond Wealth Management,
Darien
• B&R Dentists, Darien
• Delavan Lake Resort, Delavan, Wis.
• DuPage Star Technology, Darien
• Exit Real Estate Partners, Downers
Grove
• Kiefer Financial, Darien
• La Notte Due restaurant, Darien
• MI Construction and Roofing,
Woodridge
• Michael Overmann Ltd. Attorneys
at Law, Darien
• Paolucci Jewelers, Woodridge
• Perfect Swing Training Center,
Darien
• Target, Willowbrook
• Uncle Bub’s restaurant, Westmont
The foundation also gives a tip of
the cap to the Chicago Cubs, Chicago
White Sox, Chicago Wolves and Kane
County Cougars for their donations of
tickets or merchandise.
For more information about the
foundation, visit darien61foundation.org.
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Welcome back
Again this year District #61 participated in the state 5Essential Survey.
The power of 5Essentials comes from their prediction of school success,
the intuitiveness of the overall framework components (Instruction,
Environment, Leaders, Teachers, and Families), and the reliability of the
survey measures. The three charts imbedded in this article illustrate the
participation rate for staff (above), parents (below), and students in grades
6–8, as required by the state.
Total # parent
SCHOOL
respondents
Eisenhower Jr High School
548
Lace Elem School
533

Keeping
school
buildings safe
is an ongoing
effort
Darien School District #61 is
required to notify all parents,
guardians, faculty, and staff of
asbestos containing building
materials present within the
school buildings. Over the
years we have undertaken
removal of these materials,
however, some still remains in
various locations within the
buildings.
These materials are
periodically inspected and
maintained intact and are safe
to the occupants. If you desire
more information regarding
these materials, please stop by
your school office and they
will provide you with the
information.
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Completed
190
168

Overall response
rate
* 35%
* 32%

509

175

* 34%

Total # student
respondents

Completed

Overall
response rate

493

* 90%

Completed
31
35

Overall
response rate
* 89%
* 97%

37

* 100%

Mark DeLay School
SCHOOL

Eisenhower Jr High School

548

Total # staff
SCHOOL
respondents
Eisenhower Jr High School
35
Lace Elem School
36
Mark DeLay School

37

As you can see by the charts we had enough participation to gain useful
information, which will be released with this year’s State Report Card at the
end of October. The guidelines required for districts to receive complied
data are:
Teachers: 50% of the current staff
Parents: 30% of the parents
We look forward to sharing information on our schools with the public in
the future.

Welcome new teaching staff members
Sarah Willmert, guidance counselor, Eisenhower
Melissa Meyer, 2nd grade bilingual, Mark DeLay
Sarah Elger, general music, Mark DeLay
Karen Pistone, resource, Eisenhower
Laura Strezewski, ELL, Mark DeLay
Michelle Matyja, kindergarten, Mark DeLay
Teresa Shiley, district certified school nurse
Christine Anderson, registered nurse, Mark DeLay
Irma Maciel, bilingual first grade, Mark DeLay
Jacob Buck, principal, Eisenhower
Linda Choong, math, Eisenhower
Julie Hogan, ELL, Eisenhower
Lee Lundal, Spanish, Eisenhower
Ashley Koney, third grade, Lace
Heather DeConcilis, ELL, Lace
Rachelle Viray, ELL, Lace

Special
Education
services are
available
Darien Public Schools, District #61,
in conjunction with the LaGrange
Area Department of Special
Education (LADSE) provides
services for children with special
needs. Anyone having concerns
about a child with potential special
needs may contact the local public
school. The district will provide,
upon request, information regarding
parent and child rights in special
education. A list of free or low-cost
legal services, in addition to the
District’s policies, procedures,
rules and regulations regarding the
identification and evaluation of
children with special needs is also
available. This information will be
provided in the native language of
the person making the request.

Additional information
can be found at:
darien61.org/curriculum

Managing pests
According to provisions of
Public Act 91-0525 and Public Act
91-0099, the school will notify
parents, guardians, and school
employees two business days prior
to pesticide applications on or in
school property. Antimicrobial
agents, insecticide baits, and
rodenticide baits are excluded
from this notification requirement.
Currently the district only uses traps
provided by Anderson Pest Control.
Megan Stoltz, business manager, is
responsible for the oversight of pest
management.

Aug. 27
Sept. 1
Sept. 19
Oct. 13
Oct. 31
Nov. 7
Nov. 24
Nov. 25
Dec. 19
Jan. 5
Jan. 16
Jan. 19
Jan. 23
Jan. 30
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 16
Feb. 27
Mar. 13
Mar. 27
Apr. 3
Apr. 6
Apr. 10
May 1
May 25
June 3

2014–2015 School Calendar

First Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
First Quarter Ends
First Quarter Report Cards Issued
Parent-Teacher Conferences 12–8pm—NO SCHOOL
Teachers’ Institute 11am–4pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences—5–8pm
Holidays—NO SCHOOL
Winter Vacation Begins (end of day)
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Martin Luther King’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL
Second Quarter Ends
Second Quarter Report Cards Issued
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences—5-8pm
NO SCHOOL—Parent-Teacher Conferences 8am–11am
Presidents’ Day—NO SCHOOL
County Teachers’ Institute—NO SCHOOL
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Third Quarter Ends
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)

June 4–5 *These days will be declared Local Holidays
June 8–10 if no days are required for closing school during the year
due to an emergency. If these days are not required,
then the last day of pupil attendance will be as
shown above.

19

20

Oct. 22
DWB Cheer Up Event, 5:30pm
Fred Astaire Dance Studio

Visit neighborsofdarien.com
for editorial & advertising
information.

This guide brought to you by...

Back this year—
Darien Idol
Battle of the Bands
Pet Parade

Darien Chamber Women in Business

Darien VFW Post 2838:
Opening & Closing Ceremonies
Annual 50/50 Raffle

State Farm Insurance - Keith Hanouw

Concentra

District 61 Band Boosters

Darien VFW Post 2838

Carriage Greens Country Club

Wax Hands

St. John Lutheran Church

Brunswick Zone Woodridge

Wild Orchid Salon

Organization

Downers Grove Township Democratic

Q Bar & Grill

The Dog District

Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café

MFC Sports Performance

Lord of Life Lutheran Church

Rotary Club of Darien

Renewal by Andersen

2014 DarienFest
Business Expo
Sponsors

Organization

Oct. 8, 15, 22 and 29
HR Tool Box Kit Series
First American Bank, 11:30am
Brown Bag Lunch

Downers Grove Township Republican

Oct.2
How to Pay For College without Going Broke
Indian Prairie Library, 7pm

Cattaneo Electric
City of Darien
Darien Lions Club
Darien Park District
Darien Police Department
Darien VFW Post 2838
Darien Woman’s Club
Darien Youth Club
DJ Set By: Noah Schaik
Dupage Star Technology
Eisenhower Jr. High School
ETS Equipment
Euclid Beverages
Family K9
Tri-State Fire Department
Hinsdale South High School
Indian Prairie Public Library
Michael Overmann, LTD
Neighbors of Darien Magazine
Radio Disney
Suburban Life
Uni-Carrier, Inc.
Walmart

Oct.1-31
DWB presents Paint the Town Pink in Honor
of Breast Cancer Month

2014 DarienFest
Partners

Sept. 25
Darien Town Hall Meeting
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café, 7pm

Paint the Town Pink Adirondack Chairs Silent Auction

Sept. 24
Zazzo’s Pizza & Catering Expansion
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Business Expo:
Meet & Greet Darien Chamber Members

• • •

• • •

Fest hours:
Friday, 6 to10:30pm
Saturday, Noon to10:30pm
Sunday, Noon to 8pm

Sept. 16
The Dog District
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 5pm

Darien Community Park
71st St. & Clarendon Hills Rd.
FREE Admission

September 5-7

Sept. 5-7
DarienFest
Darien Community Park

fold here

Darien Chamber of Commerce
Women in Business will be hosting
“Paint the Town Pink” during the month
of October in the City of Darien. A
Silent Auction will be held during
DarienFest for beautifully designed
Adirondack Chairs created by local
artists. 100% of the proceeds will
provide meals from Darien Chamber
Member restaurants to women in the
City of Darien going through breast cancer treatment.
If you know any Darien resident currently going
through breast cancer treatment please contact the
Chamber office at 630-968-0004 or email
clare@darienchamber.com.

Upcoming Events

fold here

T

he Darien Chamber of Commerce is excited
to partner with Chamber Member Fred
Astaire Dance Studio to present Dancing with
the Darien Chamber Starz. This Gala Event is Fri.,
Nov. 14 at 6:30pm at Ashton Place in Willowbrook.
Tickets are $70 per person. The evening will include
Open Bar All Evening, Hors d’ouvres, Dinner,
Dancing, Silent Auction, By Choice Raffle, Celebrity
Dance Competition and Live Professional Dance
Performances. Each celebrity dancer will be teamed
up with a Fred Astaire Dance Professional to grace us
with their dance moves as they dance for the award.
The celebrity dancers to date include:
Chuck Pine, President, Chuck’s Southern Comforts
Café, Gail Sablick, President, Wild Orchid Salon,
Michael Overmann, Attorney, Michael Overmann
Law, LTD, Thomas Papais, President, Rose Landscape
Design & DCC Chairman of the Board, Karyn
McCarthy, Executive Director, PowerForward Dupage,
Kathleen Weaver, Mayor, City of Darien, Patrick
Gillespie, Member, Darien Lions Club and Andrew
Salgado, Singer Songwriter. Tickets are now on sale at
darienchamber.com.

Fun Guide

1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

27th Annual Festival of good food,
great music & thrilling carnival rides

darienchamber.com

Smile Studio 87

Darien Chamber of Commerce
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Entertainment Schedule

darienchamber.com

1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

Main Stage

Sponsored by Keyboard Touch

Friday, September 5

5:45–6:15pm Eisenhower Jr. High Marching Band
6:15–8:15pm DJ Set Noah Schaik
8:30–10:30pm Gina Glocksen Band

Saturday, Sepetmber 6

1–2:15pm The GMRC Band
3–4:30pm Back in the Daze
5:30–7:30pm Amy Kelly Band
8:30–10:30pm Hi Infidelity

Sunday, September 7 - Family Day

4:15-5:15pm Radio Disney
6–8pm R-Gang

1–2pm 3rd Annual Darien Idol
2–4pm 2nd Annual Pet Parade
3–3:45pm Karate Demonstration by Karate For Kids
3–4:15pm 3rd Annual Battle of the Bands
5:15pm Closing Ceremony and 911 Memory

Darien Chamber of Commerce

fold here

Kidbucks Game Shows

Friday: 7:45pm, 9:15pm
Saturday: 1pm, 3:30pm, 6pm
Sunday: 3:30pm, 6:30pm

Pet Parade

Saturday: 2–4pm

Windy City Amusements

Unlimited Ride Specials $25 per
person per day, Friday 6pm to
10pm and Saturday and Sunday
Noon to 5pm

Joerg Seifert Law Offices, PC

ID Tent Sponsor

Patio Restaurant

Family Pavilion Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Alpine Banquets
Barbara J. Vondra CPA
Republic Bank

Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic
Darien Animal Clinic
Family K-9
Finan Animal Hospital
4 Legs and A Leash, Inc.
Barkin’ Boutique

Pet Parade Sponsors

PowerForward DuPage

The Dog District

Karyn M. McCarthy,
Executive Director
28600 Bella Vista Parkway,
Suite 1010
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-791-2660
powerforwarddupage.com
As the benchmark authority for electrical and
telecommunications expertise, PowerForward DuPage
helps you connect with the future, today. We act as a
professional partner with businesses and individuals
to ensure projects are completed safely, on-time, and
on-budget.

Ray Sprong,
Michael Toland or
Tasha Truong
630-541-6660
A dog kennel that doesn’t believe in dog kennels. We
have modeled our facility to provide plenty of exercise
and playtime while your dog is boarding or in day care
with us. If some training is desirable, talk to us about
our certified expert dog trainers and what we can do.

MFC Sports Performance
Adam Kamuda – Co-Founder
8251 S. Lemont Rd. Darien, IL 60561
630-796-2537
MFC Sports Performance was created
in response to the demand for a
smart and safe approach to training athletes. It is our
goal to prepare athletes aged 8 years old and older for
competition through speed and agility training, strength
training, flexibility training, and power training.

My College
Planning Team
Jack Schacht
College Funding
Advisors
1755 S. Naperville Rd., Suite 100
Wheaton, IL 60189
630-871-3300
jack@mycollegeplanningteam.com
mycollegeplanningteam.com
My College Planning Team brings together experts
from both the academic and financial services
communities. We work as a team to help families find
the right college for the right price. We will create a
plan that allows you to get your child through college in
a comfortable manner.

fold here

and a special thank you to

for the use of the golf carts

Darien Lions Club Members
for providing volunteers to serve beer
Darien Woman’s Club
for providing volunteers to sell tickets
and work ID tent
Darien Post 2838 VFW
for providing volunteers to attend the
North Parking Lot
Darien Youth Club
For providing parking lot volunteers

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
• Limited Handicapped Parking available at
the North Lot
• VIP Parking available for a donation of
$5 at the Indian Prairie Public Library.
• General Parking available at Hinsdale South
High School
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Business Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in Darien
If you’re a local business and would like to share your news
with everyone in Darien, e-mail your information to
editorial@neighborsmagazines.com. The deadline for
the November/December issue is Oct. 1.

their time to create and designed the chairs. Anyone
knowing of a Darien resident going through breast
cancer treatment contact the Darien Chamber office at
630-968-0004.

Jack Schacht and Stephanie Kennedy, co-founders
of My College Planning Team will lead a free workshop called “Paying for College Without Going Broke”
Oct. 2 from 7-8:30pm at the Indian Prairie Library.
Schacht has extensive experience in career counseling
and is an expert in financial strategies that can be used to
lower college costs. Kennedy has over 18 years in college
admissions, counseling and leadership development.

Autonomy Works was founded in 2012 with the
mission to create thousands of job opportunities for
individuals with autism. The Chicago-based organization currently employs just under 20 part-time
associates with disabilities who work with Process
Execution roles like website maintenance data entry,
quality assurance and tasks for companies of all sizes.
Businesses interested in services should contact Karrie
Pece, director of talent at 630-209-9211.

Co-owners of the Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic,
Brian D. Rooney, DVM and Jeffrey D. Palmer, DVM
recently welcomed two new veterinarians to the practice.
Dr. Karen E. Angele, a graduate of the University of
Illinois, has practiced veterinary medicine for more than
20 years in the Chicago metropolitan area. Dr. Kathryn
McFadden Sexton, a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, has also practiced as a veterinarian in Chicago
and its suburbs since 2009. The BRVC Darien is now
using cutting edge video technology to educate clients
about medical conditions that affect their pets. In addition
to use during appointments, images and handouts can be
electronically distributed to help owners make educated
decisions about their pet’s veterinary care. burrridgevet.com
The Indian Prairie Public Library reminds patrons
that services are available for those with special needs
due to physical disabilities or other mobility limitations.
Cardholders unable to get to the library may arrange for
deliveries with the Homebound Coordinator at 630-8878760 ext. 265. Other services available include: intellikeys
keyboard for those with vision and physical disabilities,
hand-free page magnifier, sound amplifiers, mobilized carts
and other vision-related equipment. Ippl.info
Darien Chamber of
Commerce Women in
Business is hosting “Paint the Town
Pink” during the month of October.
Selected Merchants from the Chestnut
Court Shopping Center have partnered
with DWB by purchasing Adirondack
Chairs. Local artists have been invited
to display their design and creativity
by painting the chairs. During DarienFest, the Adirondack
Chairs will be part of a silent auction at the Fest, 100% of
the proceeds will provide meals from Darien Chamber
member restaurants to women in the City of Darien
going through breast cancer treatment. The silent auction
is Fri., Sept. 5 at 6pm and ends Sun., Sept. 7 at 4pm.
DWB thanks the participating Chestnut Court Merchants
for their donation and the talented artists who donated

Road construction season in Darien means Old
Lace Schoolhouse & Museum at 75th & Cass is
semi-encircled. Board members, led by recently-elected
president Dean Rodkin, are focusing on capital
needs. With the structure originally built in 1859 and
redone in 1925 due to fire damage, diligent maintenance is essential. First summer priority was re-roofing.
Depending on future funding, necessary major items
include exterior and interior painting, tuck-pointing
on chimney, technological equipment and archival
supplies. The caretaking volunteer Darien Historical
Society encourages "Neighbors" readers to become
supporters of such projects by calling 630-964-6792
or
630-985-7779 for information or mailing donations
directly to the society at 7422 Cass Avenue, Darien,
IL 60561. Visit facebook.com/dhsil for up-dates and
photography.
Giant Steps, an organization providing education
and therapeutic services to those with autism, offers a
unique volunteer opportunity for young professionals
in the area through the Junior Board. The objective is to
promote the mission of Giant Steps by engaging young
professionals through social, volunteer and fundraising
activities. giantstepsjrboard.org or mygiantsteps.org.

Neighbors of Darien thanks its advertisers for
making this issue of your community magazine
possible. For advertising opportunities, call
630-995-3482 or info@neighborsmagazines.com

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

From a special needs parent’s perspective –

Five reasons to hire someone with a disability
By Kish Pisani
1. They have abilities, not just disabilities. Most people with
disabilities have hidden talents that only need fostering.
Many with autism are extraordinary at computer work
and numbers. Many with Down syndrome are phenomenally social and great at customer service.
2. It’s good business. Hiring someone with a disability
means they are earning and paying taxes and they want
to pay taxes! Someone with a disability is most likely
receiving government assistance. Working helps supplement their income, as it’s virtually impossible to live
on government benefits alone. Hiring someone with a
disability will bring you business. Parents of children with
special needs are especially loyal to those companies
with good hiring practices. (And not so loyal when they
find out a business is not supportive).
3. They are loyal employees. People with disabilities want
to work. They are not lazy and they don’t want to have
a hand out. They want their hand in.
4. They will always be on time. Most people with disabilities are extraordinarily prompt. They have been taught
the concept of time and schedules since preschool.
You’ll most likely have an employee who not only shows
up on time, but also shows up early.
5. They deserve the American Dream. People work because they need to earn money. People with disabilities
have dreams too. They have futures and hopes and
dreams just like anyone else. They also have bills to pay.
They don’t want charity, they really want jobs.
The rewards of hiring someone with a disability are great.
To the customer who mistakenly chooses the store line
that may take longer because someone is slower at the job,
be patient, smile and say thank you. Without knowing it,
you are making someone’s day by giving them a chance.
Behind the face of every kid or adult with a disability,
there is a parent who has hopes and dreams for that person – and we say thank you.
Kish Pisani is the mom of a 17-year-old son with cognitive
delays, verbal apraxia and autism who works at We Grow
Dreams 10 hours a month in addition to school, managing the
football and basketball teams at Naperville North High School
and is a Special Olympics athlete in four sports. In her other life,
she’s managing editor of this magazine.
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Neighbors Magazines is proud to write the story
about the Changing Face of Disabilities in all of
our published communities. Here’s a sampling of
resources available for Illinois and the Chicagoland
area. If you would like to add to this list, email
editorial@neighborsmagazines.com
Butterfliesforchange.org – Bridget Brown website
thearcofillinois.org – The ARC of Illinois advocacy group
aspireofillinois.org
wegrowdreams.org
autonomy-works.com
iambc.org – Illinois Association of Microboards and
Cooperatives
autismspeaks.org
state.il.us/agency/icdd/ – State of Illinois Council on
Developmental Disabilities
illinoislifespan.org – Illinois Life Span
ada.gov – American with Disabilities Act
seaspar.org – Special recreation associate in southeastern
suburbs
wdsra.org – Special recreation association for Naperville,
Lisle and north
fvsra.org – Special recreation association for Fox Valley area
pactinc.net – Serving Lisle and Darien
nextstepsillinois.org
3elove.com
uniquelyable.com
iltech.org – Illinois Assistive Technology Program
dayonenetwork.org – PAS Agency, serving much of Fox Valley
the-association.org – The Association for Individual Development
littlefriends.org
mygiantsteps.org
state.il.us/agency/icdd – Council of Developmental Disabilities
frcd.org – Illinois Family Resource Center
disabilityworks.org
disabilityscoop.com – An online news site covering legislation,
medical, educational, day-to-day living topics
valleyshelteredworkshop.com – A workshop in Batavia
co.kane.il.us/dot/COM/TransitParatransit/index.asp – Ride in
Kane
donkainc.org – Provides computer training and job readiness
services, in Wheaton.
dhs.state.il.us – Department of Human Services’ Division of
Rehabilitation Services
upsfordowns.org – Parent directed, nonprofit offering support,
education and encouragement.
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Someone you should know

Around the Block

Tom Peknik turns his
love of libraries into a
volunteer opportunity

Lions Club continues ‘sweet’ tradition

Tom Peknik and
his wife Aleta have
lived in Darien for
over 40 years

The Darien Lions Club will be celebrating Candy Day Oct.
10-11. On these two days, the Darien Lions and volunteers will
be at local intersections and selected retail merchants soliciting donations in return for a roll of Lions mints or a multiflavored roll of candy. For over 20 years, Darien has led all Illinois
Lions Club in funds raised annually. The money donated goes
toward the Lions efforts to support the hearing and visually
impaired. darienlions.org.

by Megan Bennett

A

nyone who runs into Tom Peknik at Indian
Prairie Public Library is likely to catch him in
a good mood.
The former purchasing manager and now retired
for 23 years, has volunteered at the local library since
2009. He said it’s the “studious and quiet” environment
that keeps him upbeat.
“I’ve always enjoyed libraries ever since I was a little
kid,” Peknik said. “Indian Prairie is one of my favorites
and I thought it would be a great place to volunteer and
spend my time.”
When he’s there, Peknik said he does a little bit of
everything, from work on the computers to placing
books back on the shelf. However, one his favorite tasks
is to make calls to library patrons about their book
orders.
“It sounds strange,” he explained, “but the phone
contact is good because you speak to a lot of people
and it’s different. It’s not repetitive because you’re
always calling somebody new.”
When Peknik is not at the library, he also donates
his time to the food pantry and Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Parish.
“[Since] I’ve been retired, I do volunteer work as
much as I can,” he said.
His involvement in his church includes participating
as an usher and being on the board of their Younger
than Ever Seniors Club, a monthly social group for

28

The Hinsdale South Danceline Team receives third place in
the large varsity division during their summer camp at NIU
When he’s not
spending time at the
library as a patron or a
volunteer, Peknik enjoys
spending time with his
granddaughters.

parishioners ages 55 and over. Penkik said he has
served as treasurer of the club and will take over the
role of president next year.
Peknik and his wife, retired schoolteacher Aleta, have
lived in Darien for the past 40 years. Together, they
have two daughters and three granddaughters.
Their home’s location near Indian Prairie and the
Sports Complex is convenient, Peknik said, but it’s the
“feeling” he gets about Darien that makes it such a great
area to live.
“It’s a comfortable place to live and you feel you’re
in place here,” he said. “A lot of people move into a
community and for whatever reason they don’t like it,
but we’ve always enjoyed it.”
To learn more about Indian Prairie Public Library and
how to become a volunteer like Tom, visit ippl.info.

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Hinsdale South Danceline team looks forward
to another season
Last spring the Varsity Danceline team at Hinsdale South
won the grand championship in Kick and tied for second place
in Pom at the Team Dance Illinois Championship. The current team recently attended a four-day camp session led by
the Universal Dance Association at Northern Illinois University. The girls participated in skills training sessions along with
competing individually and as a team. They were awarded
third place in the large varsity division.
The kick off to the upcoming performance season will start
Aug. 29 at the first home football game for the 2014/2015
school years.

VFW raffling off vintage car
The Darien VFW Post #2838 will be raffling off a 1958
Oldsmobile 88. Tickets will be sold at $100 each with a maximum of 500 tickets being sold. Second and third prizewinners
will receive $3000 and $1500, respectively, and the fourth
prizewinner will receive a wine basket. For more information
about buying tickets or about the prizes, contact John Greaney
630-910-3177 or Bill Marchetti 630-826-4761.

Local museum schedules open house hours
Stop by the Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum for an Open
House Sept. 7 or Oct. 5 between 1-3pm. When parking on the
west side of the building, note the climbing rose bush twining
on the short span of split rail fencing. It is a cutting descended
from the garden of Sophie (and Fred) Andermann, an original
settler during the mid-1800s. Contact the Darien Historical
Society at 203-655-9233.

See Shami at DarienFest
St. John Lutheran Church
located at 7214 S. Cass Ave.
will once again sponsor a
community outreach booth
at DarienFest on Sat., Sept. 6
from 1-5pm. The congregation’s LCC K-9 Comfort Dog
Shami (also a Neighbors of
Darien cover dog) will be
there to meet and greet.

Shami was Neighbors' cover
dog for the March/April issue
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Lions host annual Halloween party

Fall golf outing benefits PRC

The Lions Club will host its
annual Halloween party for
local children Fri., Oct. 31 at
the Sportsplex, 451 Plainfield
Rd., from 6:30-9pm. The event
features many fun games and
prizes for all children attending
along with a graveyard photo
booth, magic shows and other
attractions. A Sportsplex ice
rink will also be available for
use by older children. As always,
admission is free courtesy of the
Darien Lions Club.

People’s Resource Center (PRC) and DuPage County Historical Museum have organized the second annual “On Par for
DuPage” Oktoberfest-themed golf outing Tues., Oct. 21 from
10am-7pm. The event at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton
includes 18 holes of golf, craft beers and plenty of surprises
on the course, along with a German-style dinner and oomph
band. Sponsorships are also available and benefit both PRC
and DuPage Historical Museum as they continue to honor the
past and future of DuPage County. peoplesrc.org.
Local Lions Club member
celebrates Candy Day last
year by handing out
sweet treats

Darien Woman’s Club kicks off another year
The Darien Woman’s Club is excited to kick off another
great program year at the Sept. 3 meeting. Doors open at
7pm and the meeting starts at 7:30pm at the Darien Recreation Club. The Darien Woman’s Club is a diverse group of
woman interested in connecting with the community and
each other through service, friendship, social activities and
educational endeavors. The October meeting is the annual
Bunco for Breast Cancer event. This program is Oct. 1 and is a
fun-filled evening of dice rolling for a very worthy cause Once
again doors open at 7pm with the festivities getting underway
at 7:30pm. darienwomansclub.org.

Sing-Along the Wizard of Oz
The Indian Prairie Public Library will be hosting a sing-along
of The Wizard of Oz Aug. 23. There will be two showings, one
at 10:30am for families and young children and one at 2pm
for school-age kids and adults. Prizes will be given to anyone
in costume. Register now at ippl.info.

Dream Raffle benefits We Grow Dreams
A limited number of tickets will be sold in the 2014 Dream
Raffle benefiting We Grow Dreams, a vocational training
program for individuals with disabilities. Tickets are $50 each
or three for $100 and only 500 tickets will be sold. Prizes are
$4000, $2000 and $750. The drawing takes place during the
We Grow Dreams Fall Fest Open House at 1pm Sat., Sept.
20. Winners do not need to be present. wegrowdreams.org or
630-293-0100.
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Coast to Coast cuisine benefits West Suburban
Community Pantry
Save the date and join
the West Suburban Community Pantry Sun., Nov.
2, for a true culinary experience of Coast-to-Coast
Cuisine. Executive chefs
from suburban restaurants will prepare a variety of appetizers,
salads, entrees and desserts to represent regional foods from
across America. There will be a challenge between the chefs
voted on by guests. A guest mixologist will also create East vs.
West cocktails. Doors open at 5pm for hors d'oeuvres, cocktails
and a preview of the silent auction. 100% of the proceeds will
help the pantry's mission to end hunger in the community.
The pantry feeds over 45,000 individuals throughout DuPage
County on an annual basis. Sponsorships are available and
items for the silent auction are welcomed. Contact kanaya2wcpinc.org or call 630-512-9921, ext 202.

Barkapalooza 2014 for West Suburban
Humane Society
Pets and their humans
are invited to participate in
Barkaaplooza 2014 Sun.,
Sept. 28 from 10am2pm at the new location
at Community Park
in Lisle. This annual
event benefits the West
Suburban Humane
Society. Early registration begins at 9:30am
followed by a blessing for
the animals, the walk, agility
de onstration and more. Anyone collecting more than $100 in
pledges walks for free. For team information and registration
call 630-960-9600 ext. 25 or WSHS-DG.org.

Registration open for special needs
recreational programs
SEASPAR provides dynamic recreation programs and quality services for its residents with disabilities, serving the communities of Village of Brookfield, Clarendon Hills Park District,
Darien Park District, Downers Grove Park District, Village of
Indian Head Park, Park District of LaGrange, Community
Park District of LaGrange Park, Lisle Park District, Village of
Western Springs, Westmont Park District and Woodridge Park
District. Registration is not open for fall programs. seaspar.org.

Light the night for cancer
The Light The Night Walk celebrates survivors and those,
currently fighting and remembers the loved ones lost to a blood
cancer. Light Night is a two-mile, non-competitive event. In
communities throughout the country, participants carry illuminated lanterns while they walk – white for survivors, red for
supporters and gold to remember those lost to a blood cancer.
The Chicago event is Oct. 18 at Grant Park and Elmhurst Light
The Night Walk is the same evening. Last year, participants
raised more than $50 million nationwide, and nearly $2 million in Illinois. To register contact the Greater Illinois Chapter
of LLS at 312-651-7354 or visit lightthenight.org/il.

Don’t miss fall events at the Morton
Arboretum
The Morton Arboretum
wraps up its TREE-mendous summer of events
with a new festival, returning favorites, engaging
classes and fun family outings. Sept. 6-7, visitors can
discover old-world cultures
and their charms in our
new Passport Europe Summer Festival. Enjoy a hive
of activity during Honey
Bee Days Sept. 20-21, and
grab a leash and your pup
as Tails on the Trails returns
on Sept. 13. Cheers to the beautiful fall season with o Drink It
In Beer Festival. This new event will feature local craft beers,
with brews to satisfy every taste, Oct. 4.
The second weekend of October features the last in this
year’s series of Drive-In Nights. Share a blanket and pass the
popcorn while watching family-friendly Halloween flicks
underneath the stars. From Oct. 16-20, guests can take in
glass-blowing demonstrations and gaze at the Glass Pumpkin
Patch with thousands of handcrafted pieces available for sale.
mortonarb.org.

Around the Block™
Walk for Apraxia at area park
The Sixth Annual Walk
for Children with Apraxia
is Oct. 18 at Ty Warner
Park in Westmont at 10am.
The deadline to register
and be guaranteed an official walk T-shirt is Sept.
21. All proceeds from this
family-friendly, 1 mile walk
around the park will benefit
local families affected by
apraxia and related disorders through The Apraxia Connection and also fund research and education programs through
CASANA, the national organization focusing specifically on
apraxia of speech.
Registration begins at 9am in the pavilion near Plaza and
Burr Oak drives. Following the walk there will be games and
entertainment by Strictly Music Chicago, prizes for all ages and
networking with parents and therapists affected by apraxia and
related disorders. Plan to walk rain or shine. apraxia-kids.org.

Cool compositions contest benefits the Gift of
Carl Foundation
Submit a poem, short story and/or graphic novel and entries
could win a cash prize. Entry forms will be available online
beginning Oct. 1 and at the Kids & Teens Ask Us Desk at the
library. The deadline for submissions is Oct. 29. First, second
and third place winners in each category will be announced
Nov. 12. The program is sponsored by the Gift of Carl Foundation. giftofcarl.org
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Pumpkin Pedal ’14 benefits Special Olympics
Illinois
Join the fun of the Pumpkin
Pedal, a 10, 20 or 28 mile trail
ride along the Great Western Trail
October 5 from 7:30am-2pm.
The 40 and 64-mile rides will
take place on roads. Races begin
and end at Leroy Oakes Forest
Preserve just west of Randall Rd.
In St. Charles. Registration begins
at 7:30 and the event takes place
rain or shine. A post ride meal
is included. Contact Sandy Hutchins shutchins@soill.org or
224-234-8634.

Help those with Autism take a giant step at the 5K walk on
Oct. 18

Giant Steps Autism organization- 5K Walk
Say no to bullying
Children in grades 3-6 and their parents are invited to a bullying presentation at the Indian Prairie Library Oct. 13 from
1-2pm. Experts from ProMartial Arts of Downers Grove will
give kids the tools they need to say no to bullies. A waiting list is
expected so it’s essential to call ahead. 630-887-8760 ext. 264.

iPad 101 is ideal for newbies
Anyone just getting
started with an iPad will
learn how to change
settings, use menus and
install apps at a computer
class Oct. 27 from 10amnoon at the library. Registration is required. ippl.
info or 630-887-8760

Join Giant Steps at St. James Farm in Warrenville, Sat.,
Oct. 18 for the Giant Steps 5K Walk for Autism. Participants will enjoy the beautiful grounds, a 1-mile activity
path with recreation, occupational therapy, art therapy
and music therapy activities along the way. To register your
team, visit firstgiving.com/giantsteps/5kwalk Questions?
Contact Lisa Cummings Ewers, 630-864-3804 or
lcummings@mygiantsteps.org. Giant Steps is committed to providing individuals with autism spectrum disorders and their
families, superior education and therapeutic services focused
on improving the quality of daily life from early childhood
through adulthood. mygiansteps.org.

Journey on the
Underground
Railroad
Children and adults can
experience what it was
like to be a passenger on
the Underground Railroad
Sept. 26 and 27. This theatrical experience begins
with a skit in which passengers will meet the legendary Harriet Tubman. Then,
participants will follow Hinsdale blacksmith John Coe on a
journey down Salt Creek to Graue Mill. The Underground
Railroad actually operated in Hinsdale, Oak Brook, Lyons,
Downers Grove, and other nearby towns. Experience the
historical sights and sounds of the Underground Railroad.
“Journeys” begin at 6pm and 7:30pm the presentation lasts
about an hour. Fee applies. Each Journey is limited to 45 travelers. The entrance fee is $15 for adults and $10 for children.
Bring a flashlight and dress for the weather because portions of the program take place outside. For reservations call
630-920-9720 from 10am–4pm. Reservations close Sept. 25.
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DARIEN
SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Labor
Day

1

WEDNESDAY

2
How to Pay for
College.
7pm
Library

NO SCHOOL

8

3

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

Darien Farmers
Market.
3-7pm
Village Hall
Darien Woman's
Club meeting
7:30pm
Darien Rec Club

Government
offices closed

7

THURSDAY

9

10
Darien Farmers
Market.
3-7pm
Village Hall

Outdoor concert at the library
Come to the library for an outdoor concert Sept. 15 from 7-8:30pm featuring Darien native Andrew Salgado. A country
singer/songwriter, Salgado has come a long way since performing for his family at the young age of five. In October of last year
he won the first ever Pepsi Southern Original competition beating out over 7,000 bands and artists. Since then he has opened
for and performed with Darryl Worley, Eli Young Band, Toby Keith, Lee DeWyze, Clint Black and Carrie Underwood. He
recently released two singles “Dance On” and “Love Will Always Find a Way.” Andrew is an electric performer onstage and
toes will be tapping during the show. andrewsalgado.net.

14

15

Don’t Know Much
About Opera?
2pm
Library

Outdoor Concert
featuring
Andrew Salgado
7pm
Library

21

22

Hoe-Down
noon-5pm
Darien
Community Park

16
The Dog District
Ribbon Cutting
5pm

17
Darien Farmers
Market
3-7pm
Village Hall

18
Movie: Heaven is
for Real
2pm
Library

European Art at
the Time of the
Great War
7pm
Library

23
Making Fresh
Pasta
6:30pm
Library

24
Autumn in Door
County
1pm, Library
Darien Farmers
Market
3-7pm, Village Hall

25
Town Hall
Meeting
7-9pm
Chuck's Southern
Comforts

Dist. 61 School
Improvement
Early Dismissal
WWI Movie:
Paths of Glory
7pm
Library

26
Underground
Railroad event
6pm & 7:30pm
Graue Mill

27
Underground
Railroad event
6pm & 7:30pm
Graue Mill

Zazzo's Pizza
Ribbon Cutting
5pm

28
Barkapalooza
10am-2pm
Lisle Park

29
Lyric Opera
Lecture:
Don Giovanni
7pm
Library

30
Tips for the Savvy
Traveler
7pm
Library

Don’t miss the
Darien Farmers Market
Wednesdays, 3–7pm

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.
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DARIEN
SUNDAY

OCTOBER 2014
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Save the date!
Darien Chamber Starz Gala
Nov 14 at Ashton Place
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

5
Special Olympics
Bike Race
7:30am
St. Charles

6

1
Darien Farmers
Market
3-7pm
Village Hall

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2
Movie: Muppets
Most Wanted
2pm
Library

3

8

9

HR Tool Box Series
11:30am
First American Bank

ADD Just Doesn’t
Add Up!
6pm
Library

Darien Farmers Market
3-7pm, Village Hall

13
Columbus Day
NO SCHOOL
Dist. 61

14
Greening Your
Home
7pm
Library

Say NO! to
Bullying
1pm
Library

19

26

20

27
Last branch
pickup

21

28
ReferenceUSA
Lunch and Learn
1pm
Library

4

WWI Movie:
Sergeant York
7pm
Library

Darien Woman's
Club meeting
7:30pm
Darien Rec Club

7

Leaf Pickup
starts

THURSDAY

10
Lions Club
Candy Day

15

16

HR Tool Box Series
11:30am
BMO Harris Bank

Movie: Draft Day
2pm
Library

Lyric Opera
Lecture: Il
Trovatore
1pm
Library

Beginner’s
Genealogy on
the Web
7pm
Library

22

29
HR Tool Box Series
11:30am
First American Bank
Simple Meals
1pm, Library
DWB Cheer Up
Event
5:30pm
Fred Astaire Dance

23

30

11
Lions Club
Candy Day
Global Cardboard
Challenge
11am
Library

The Perfect Pie Crust
6:3opm, Library

12

Second Quarter Earnings Season Update

17
WWI Movie:
All Quiet on the
Western Front
7pm
Library

24

31

Happy
Halloween

Dist. 61 School
Improvement Early
Dismissal
Lions Club
Halloween party
6:30-9pm
Sportsplex

18
Giant Steps
Autism Walk
Lisle Genealogy
Research
After-Hours
6:30pm
Library
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A

mid the barrage of nearly constant economic
and market data, nothing is more important to
assess the health of corporate America than the
quarterly check-in that we affectionately call earnings
season. As earnings season approaches its halfway mark,
it’s a good time to take a look at what we’ve learned so far.
Encouraging revenue picture.
Tracking to a year-over-year gain of 3.5%, the revenue
picture is corroborating the better economic data
observed in the United States during the past several
months after the severe winter weather depressed
economic activity during the first quarter. As of July 25,
a solid 63% of S&P 500 companies that have reported
revenue results have exceeded consensus forecasts, well
above the average of the prior four quarters of 55%.
The emergence of top-line growth is crucial, as it could
be the catalyst to motivate corporate CEOs to open
up their capex (capital expenditures) wallets and start
a wave of business spending that has yet to emerge in
force during this business cycle.
Profit margins remain at record highs, despite some
cost pressures in pockets.
Upward pressure on input costs, coupled with only
modest economic growth, has led to some disappointing
results from several consumer staples companies,
including Coca-Cola, Kimberly-Clark, and General
Mills. S&P500 profit margins, overall remain at record
highs and have shown no sign of compression, enabling
earnings to continue to outgrow revenues.
More upbeat guidance.
Historically, earnings season brings about cautious
guidance that usually drops the next four quarters
earnings estimates for the average company rather
significantly. However, this earnings season has seen
relatively rosy outlooks from management teams that
have led analysts to collectively lower forward estimates
by just 0.8% — far better than the historical average of a
3% reduction, according to FactSet data.
The technology sector is hitting its stride.
The technology sector is on pace to produce the fastest
earnings growth of the 10 equity sectors at 13%,
according to the latest data from Thomson Reuters.
Maybe more impressively, the sector has produced
among the biggest upside surprises to earnings and
revenues thus far. The technology sector is benefiting
from recent improvement in business demand that
could be the early stages of a capital expenditure
rebound.

It’s been an uphill battle for financials.
After a challenging first quarter, financials performance
again reflects a tough interest rate and regulatory
environment. Several of the big banks, including Wells
Fargo, saw downward pressure on net interest margins
(the difference between the banks’ borrowing rates and
the rates at which banks lend) as market interest rates
have continued to fall. Higher interest rates are likely
needed for better bank performance, although estimates
for the sector are holding up relatively well with only
a marginal decline, with most companies in the sector
having already reported.
Sneaky good numbers from health care.
Health care has been in the news recently due to
another challenge to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in
the courts. Although last week’s court ruling challenging
the legality of premium subsidies in federally run health
insurance exchanges introduces some longer-term
uncertainty, health care is one of the early winners this
earnings season, driven predominately by biotech.
As good as earnings have been, the second half of
2014 could be even better.
The Institute for Supply Management (ISM) Purchasing
Index, our favorite leading indicator of corporate profits,
has rebounded from the weak 51.2 reading in January
2014 and, with the latest June 2014 reading of 55.3,
points to improved earnings potential in the quarters
ahead. Readings in comparable indicators overseas in
Europe and China point to expansion and earnings
gains in those regions as well. Through July 25, 2014,
the S&P 500 Index has advanced just north of 6%,
almost identical to the level of earnings growth this
year. This showcases the power and importance of
earnings to the future prospects for stock market gains.
In addition, for those fearing an increasingly overvalued
market, valuations need not expand at all and stocks
could continue to post solid gains if sustained strong
earnings growth continues to materialize.

Angelo R. Imbrogno is the
president of Blue Diamond Wealth
Management, Inc.
Securities offered through LPL
Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

37

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@neighborsmagazines.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
SEASPAR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-960-7600
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Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

