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A message from our mayor
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters
to create many ripples.”
~Mother Teresa

H

appy New Year and I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy
holiday season! The beginning of the year is a time for the city
elected officials and staff to assess last year’s accomplishments while
also planning for next year. Major highlights of 2014 include:
• Redevelopment of the property located on the east side of Cass Ave., between
75th St. and Plainfield Rd., including the park amenity with the fountain and
clock tower
• Completion of the county’s 75th St. improvements
• Completion of our annual capital projects plans for streets, sidewalks, and
drainage
• Improvements to the city’s web site
• Maintaining the city’s solid financial position including record breaking sales tax
revenues
With winter in full gear, we appreciate the fine job our municipal service employees do to
maintain our roadways and keep them safe and passable, often working long shifts thru the
night. Water main breaks create further havoc, and our workers deal admirably with all of it!
I can’t thank this group enough for doing the unnoticed but critical work that keeps our city
working
We begin our planning for the 2015/2016 fiscal year with the budget meetings beginning
in February. We use a three year budget to anticipate expenses and ensure we are on solid
financial footing to provide the services our residents expect. I would encourage you to
attend our budget meetings or follow them on our local cable channel.
In the meantime, if you have questions or suggestions on any topic in the City of Darien,
please feel free to call City Administrator Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114. If you would like
more information on the City of Darien, please visit our website at darien.il.us.
Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor
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Getting to know your
community
Part I:

Government

Over the next six issues of Neighbors of Darien we’re going to take you on a journey
through your uniquely “American” community. We will explore one aspect of
community in each issue: governance, education, recreation, culture, commerce
and social responsibility. How does each part function? What is the total cost to
the community? What are the real benefits? How do they contribute to a better
community? And, how do they benefit “me?” What role do “I” play in this?

T

Development in the new “downtown” area on Cass between
Plainfield Rd. and 75th St. is underway. We will follow its progress
throughout 2015 as we explore what it takes to make this
community work.
6

here are three eye-opening
truths that you will discover
along this journey. One:
every part of the community
is dependent on the rest. Two:
each is essential to a healthy, vital
community. Three: as you get to
know your community you may be
surprised how involved you are in
its success or failure, whether you
know it or not.
As soon as you step on your
sidewalk, or back your car into the
street, you become involved in your
community. As a matter of fact, the
moment you turn on your faucet or
switch on a light, you are involved
with the community around you. If
you do nothing more than drive to
the train station in the morning, on
your way to work somewhere else,
and then drive home again at night,
you are experiencing the benefits of
P hoto : Tim Sullivan

“community.” But it isn’t free.
As a member of the community,
you share in the cost. In its most
simple form, here’s how it works.
The taxing bodies (city, schools,
parks, library, forest preserve,
township, et.al.) determine what
it will cost to provide services and
submit their budget to an assessor.
The assessor adds up the grand
total. The assessor rates your share
based on the value of your property
and sends you a bill. You pay your
bill and the money is allocated back
to the various taxing bodies based
on their approved budgets. Over the
course of a year, each taxing body
provides services as budgeted. Then
they do it all over again next year.
So, whether or not you think you
are using all of the “shared” services”
of your community, you are paying
for them. And in Illinois there are

more “taxing bodies” represented
on your property tax bill than any
other state in the Union. You might
as well get to know what your
community. Let’s start with the City
of Darien, your local government.

Governance

Tomorrow morning, fill a small
glass with water and look at the
clear, clean drinkable substance.
Tons of people, miles of pipeline,
towers with pumps, ingenious
delivery systems, clever products,
dependable filtering stations,
public watchdogs, and government
oversight, have all come together to
fill your cup.
Just a few feet away from your
faucet there’s a toilet. Any time you
feel the need, 24 hours a day, it is
there ready to accommodate you.
With the flick of a lever, the waste
7

Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Getting to know your community

is gone as it starts a journey through
systems as complex as those that
bring clean water into your home.
Delivering water and electric
to your home; taking waste away
from your home are typical parts of
“public works” in your community.
Public works also includes police
and fire protection, maintenance
of city streets and public lighting.
But the City of Darien does much
more. It participates in economic
development creating infrastructure,
programs, strategies and incentives
to lure new businesses and
strengthen the local economy.
The city oversees the development
of housing, addressing diverse needs
while ensuring a consistently high
quality of residential standards.
Then there is the challenge of
maintaining a successful business
community without the benefit of a
central downtown area.
Above all, the city staff must be
there for each of the 22,000 Darien
residents in 10,000 households,
providing information and services
ranging from help with a simple
form to resolution of major
community issues. Police are there
around the clock to protect you and
your home, and firemen stand ready
to answer any call for help.
In the 2014–15 budget, many of
the services that the city provides to
residents are highlighted:
• Subsidized taxi program for
Darien senior citizens and
residents with disabilities.
• Additional street lights for
improved visibility and safety.
• A 50/50 tree program where
dead, damaged or diseased
parkway trees can be replaced
with the city and property owner
sharing the cost.
• Parkway tree trimming, where
approximately 1,700 parkway
trees are trimmed and pruned to
improve appearance and vitality.
• Snow removal from city streets
and specified “safety sidewalks”.
8

• Mowing of county rights-of-way
within the city’s limits.
• Continued the fall 1eaf pickup
program.
• Free, curbside brush pickup.
• Continued emphasis on keeping
the crime rate one of the lowest in
DuPage County.
• Contributing to the DuPage
Children’s Center to permit
them to continue to provide
investigative services for crimes
against youth residents of Darien.
• Rear Yard Drainage Assistance
Program and drainage
improvements in conjunction with
the road paving program
• Maintaining significant investment
in the city’s infrastructure
including roads, storm water
management, and sidewalk
replacement.
• Resident Joint Bid for Services
Program in which the city obtains
resident bid prices for tree
trimming and concrete work on
private property as part of the
public project bid specifications.

What does it cost to run the
City of Darien?

Incorporated in 1963, The City
of Darien operates under a mayoral
form of government. Policymaking
and legislative authority are vested
in the city council, which consists of
a mayor, Kathleen Moesle Weaver,
and a city council consisting seven
ward aldermen. Various committees
consisting of three city council
members are also created from
time to time to focus on specific
projects or functional areas. The
city administrator, Bryon Vana,
was appointed by the city council.
He is responsible for carrying out
the policies of the city council
and for overseeing the day-to-day
administration of the city.
City services include police
protection and investigation,
maintenance of streets and
infrastructure, water provision,

treatment and service, water
lines and maintenance of sanitary
and storm sewer lines, building
inspection and code enforcement,
and general administrative/finance
services. Solid waste collection and
recycling services are contracted
with a private firm. Fire protection
services are provided by the
Woodridge-Darien Fire Protection
District, a separate governmental
entity.
For the 2014/2015 budget year,
total revenues are budgeted at $13.5
million. Of the total revenues, only
11% comes from your property
taxes. Over 90% comes from other
sources such as sales taxes (28.5%).
Expenses for the year are budgeted
at $10.1 million with about 62% of
that going to paying for public safety
and public works.
From the Darien budget
introduction: “A government’s
budget performs many roles. First,
it serves as a financial plan, setting
out how our resources will be
allocated within the limits of current
and future revenues and demands.
Second, it is a management tool,
allowing our department heads and
the city administrator to oversee
the operations of the city within
the limits set by the council. Third,
it is a communications device,
giving our citizen customers a clear
understanding of how their tax
dollars are used. Finally, it is a policy
document, reflecting the priorities
of the city’s elected officials. Our
goal is to make this document meet
all these roles.” The entire 68 page
financial report can be seen on the
city website.

responsibility of churches and notfor-profit organizations. Council
members participate in events and
advocate for residents and the city
at-large. The city government of
Darien touches every corner of
community.

Benefits to you

Obviously, Darien could not
function without a central governing
body. Whatever perceived
shortcomings that seem to follow
any government body, the success
of a community is directly related
to actions of its governing body.
And that has a direct impact on
your experience in your home
town. You can be proud of the
collection of features and assets
that few communities can boast:
a fiscally responsible city budget

with a healthy operational reserve;
relatively low property taxes; easy
access to I–355 to the west; I–290
to the east and I–55 to the south;
close proximity to Metra stations,
carefully planned residential areas
that are mingled with but not
intruded upon commercial and
industrial areas.

What role do “I” play?

Take a look at the City of Darien
organizational chart. You, a Darien
resident, are at the top. Whether
you do very little or choose to jump
in with both feet, as a resident, your
role is huge. If all you do is vote, you
play a huge role. But you can make
a difference without much effort,
too. Look around. Get to know how
and why things are done a certain
way. With a little knowledge you

can make meaningful contributions
to helping your city government do
a better job of serving you.

Next issue: culture. What is culture
and how does it play a role in your
well-being? The library, Darien’s center
of culture, will help us understand how
culture affects your everyday life in this
community.

Touching all parts of the
community

Police and fire protect and
serve the school district, library
district, park district. The mayor
is an ambassador to the entire
community, attending cultural
events, advocating for social
9
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Recycle your holiday lights!

2015 Darien Citizen of the Year news…

Don’t know what to do with the
old strands of Christmas lights that
are tangled and broken? Don’t throw
them in the garbage—recycle them!
The City of Darien has again partnered with Elgin Recycling to offer
our residents free recycling of holiday
lights! Last year Darien residents
recycled 1432 pounds of holiday
lights. Not only did this keep them
from ending up in the landfill, the city
made a profit of $214.80.
All light colors and strand lengths

Tune in to see the announcement of our 2015 Citizen of the Year at the
city council meeting on Mon., Jan. 19 at 7:30pm.
On Tues., Feb. 17 everyone is invited to the Citizen of the Year cake and
coffee reception at city hall. Come and meet the 2015 Citizen of the Year
and celebrate with us to honor all they have done to make Darien the nice
place it is to live and raise a family.
Then, please join us on Sat., March 7 at Alpine Banquets for a dinner/
dance honoring our Citizen of the Year. Ticket cost will be $30 per person.
Reservations for the dinner/dance will be available after Feb. 1 at city hall.
For questions or reservations please call Diane at Darien City Hall—
630-353-8102

John Poteraske, Jr. was the
2014 Darien Citizen of the Year.

will be accepted. Items include minilights (Italian lights), C7 lights, C9
lights, rope lights, LED lights, and
extension cords. (Please—no CFLs).
You may bring your lights to the
Darien Police Department lobby at
1710 Plainfield Rd. Monday thru Friday from 7am–7pm, and Saturday and
Sunday from 7am–3pm through Feb.
8. For more information please call
630-353-8115 or visit elginrecycling.com

City of Darien has free Christmas tree pickup
The City of Darien has partnered
with Advanced Disposal to provide
free Christmas tree pick-up again
this year. On the weeks of Jan. 5
and Jan. 12, Advanced Disposal will
collect Christmas trees left in the
parkway on your normal garbage day.
For the trees to be picked up, they
must be free of all ornamentation,
including garland, lights, and tinsel.
If the tree is bagged, it will need a
sticker to be picked up. If you have
any questions regarding this program,
call 630-852-5000.

City of Darien winter
parking regulations
now in effect

There is no parking allowed on
city streets during a snow event
when snow or ice exceeds one inch.
Snowplows and other emergency
vehicles must have access and ability
to pass down streets; parked vehicles
in the roadways inhibit these
vehicles and block visibility. In snow
emergencies snowplows are able
to more efficiently clear your street
without parked vehicles obstructing
the process.
We thank you for your
cooperation and support!

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110
Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597
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Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858
Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177
Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230
Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

The City Council meets:
Mon., Jan. 5 & 19 and
Mon., Feb. 2 & Tues., Feb 17

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999
Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1

Carbon monoxide problems increase along with snowfall
Local fire departments see an increase in the number
of carbon monoxide incidents and detector activations
during high snowfall, due to snow accumulation and
buildup.
These types of incidents are a common problem when
there are high snow drifts that block furnace vents and
air intakes in some homes—predominantly homes that
have newer, high-efficiency furnaces. These systems
typically vent through the sill plate of a home, close
to ground level through white PVC piping. Drifting
snow has the potential to block these vents, causing the
furnace or water heater to stop operating. Some newer
high-efficiency furnaces have automatic shutoffs that
shut down a furnace when the vents are blocked, but
many furnaces don’t. If they fail to shut down, carbon

monoxide may back up in a home.
After any snowfall, it is important to inspect the area
around the furnace and hot water heater vents to ensure
that snow and ice are not blocking the safe operation
of these fuel-burning devices. Vents and intake pipes
should have a three foot clearance from snow, shrubs or
other obstructions. Water heaters and dryer vents also
should be cleared of snow to prevent possible carbon
monoxide poisoning.
State law requires that all residential occupancies
have carbon monoxide detectors installed by the
property owner. More information regarding state
statute requirements can be found at ilga.gov/legislation/
publicacts/94/094-0741.htm.
11
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Senior Corner
There are many services and programs available to
Darien senior citizens. The following are some services
available thru the City of Darien, Downers Grove
Township, DuPage County, and the State of Illinois:

Darien Police Department
Senior Service Officers

In October of 2012 Darien Police Chief Ernest Brown
sent two police officers to specialized training to better
assist the Darien senior citizen population. Officers
Lauren Renner and Marina Liska became the Darien
Police Department’s Elder Services Officers. Since the
start of this program the Elder Services Officers have
been busy meeting with Darien senior citizens and
assisting them with important services. For questions
regarding the City of Darien Elder Services Officers
program you can contact Officer Lauren Renner
at lrenner@darienil.gov or Officer Marina Liska at
mliska@darienil.gov, or call 630-852-5000.

residents who are senior citizens (65+) and persons
with disabilities (must be documented). Participants
must first register at the Darien City Hall by completing
a program registration form and having picture taken for
identification card issued within two to four weeks. Ride
coupons have face value of $5 each and cost $2.50 each
(City of Darien subsidizes ½ of the cost). Please contact
Darien City Hall for further details and information at
630-852-5000.

DuPage Homeownership Center

Dial-A-Ride is a curb-to-curb para-transit service for
senior citizens and disabled persons provided by the
Township of Downers Grove through a contract with
PACE. Rides can be scheduled to any location within
the township, Monday through Friday 8am to 4pm. The
fare is $5. Registration is necessary before starting to use
the service. To get more information call 630-719-6685.

The DuPage Homeownership Center (DHOC) is
a nonprofit organization that provides a full range
of services to promote responsible sustainable
homeownership, with an emphasis on serving first-time
homebuyers, low- and moderate-income households and
homeowners in crisis. The center was created in 1991 as
a result of a DuPage County Affordable Housing Task
Force Report. For information regarding their services
please contact them at 630-260-2500.

Home Maintenance

Senior Home Sharing

Dial-A-Ride

DuPage Senior Citizen Council Home Maintenance
Program is available for senior citizens in DuPage
County. This program provides affordable repair
services so seniors can maintain the safety and value
of their homes. For more information please call:
630-620-0804.

Meals on Wheels

DuPage County Meals on Wheels at 630-620-0804
for home delivered hot/cold meals for seniors in need.

Senior Home Sharing is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to helping meet the need for affordable senior
housing by providing a shared housing option. Homes
are located in Lombard, Downers Grove, Elmhurst and
Naperville. Senior Home Sharing’s mission is to provide
seniors with an opportunity to live independently in an
affordable family style home. For information regarding
their services please contact them at 630-407-0440.

DuPage Housing Authority

Para-Transit is a DuPage County program that
provides rides to doctor, Social Security Office or public
aid office appointments. Nominal fees each way. Must
call first for appointment time 630-682-7000 ask for
Para-Transit Services.

Safe, decent and affordable housing are key elements
of the mission of the DuPage Housing Authority. At
the DuPage Housing Authority individuals and families
are provided with rental assistance vouchers through
a program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development. For information regarding
their services please contact them at 630-690-3555

Subsidized Taxi Service

State of Illinois Circuit Breaker

Para-Transit

City of Darien Pilot II Subsidized Taxi Service
provides transportation needs using coupons that
reduce the cost of taxi fares. This program serves Darien
12

The official name of the Circuit Breaker Program
is the Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons Property
Tax Relief and Pharmaceutical Assistance Act. Under

the Act, the state refunds to eligible senior citizens and
persons with disabilities some of the money they paid
in property taxes, mobile home taxes or nursing home
charges. The act also helps pay for certain prescription
medicines. Part of the act states that the Secretary
of State’s office provides a discount for license plates
purchase or renewal.
To apply:
• Seniors must first fill out Form IL-1363, the Circuit
Breaker and Pharmaceutical Assistance Claim form,
from the Illinois Department on Aging.
• Eligible seniors usually receive a mailing from the
Secretary of State’s office notifying them that they are
eligible for reduced license plate fees.
• Discount applies to one set of the following plates per
household per year: standard passenger car, B-truck,
persons with disabilities, recreational vehicles weighing
up to 8,000 pounds, all military license.
To receive your plate discount:
The Secretary of State’s office sends eligible seniors
a notification after they are accepted into the Illinois
Department on Aging’s program. When you buy license
plates or renew your license plate sticker, you must
submit the notification to verify that you are qualified
for the discount. If you have already renewed your
license plate sticker and paid full price, and are now
part of the Circuit Breaker program, you may be eligible
for a refund. Call the Secretary of State’s Office at
800-252-8980 for more information.

Real Estate Tax Relief

Darien senior citizens should contact the Downers
Grove Township Assessor’s Office to see if they qualify
for any real estate tax relief through several programs.
• Senior Homestead Exemption—Senior citizens
may be eligible for a $3,000 reduction from the
equalized assessed valuation.
• Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption—

senior citizens may be eligible for protection against
real estate tax increases.
• Real Estate Tax Deferral—Senior citizens may be
eligible to defer payment of real estate taxes and any
special assessments.
Minimally, these programs require that you be 65
years of age, meet income guidelines, own and occupy
your home, and are liable for the payment of your
real estate taxes. Call the Downers Grove Township
Office to see if you qualify and for an application
630-968-2100.

Guardian Program

Sheriff Zaruba encourages every senior citizen in
DuPage County to register with the Guardian System, a
free service designed to ensure the well being of seniors
as well as the physically and mentally disabled in the
county.
Guardian is a computerized phone system that calls
registered members on prearranged days and times
to verify that they are okay. If the member does not
respond to the telephone call by entering a four digit
code on their telephone an alarm sounds and a police
dispatcher will attempt to reach the member via
telephone.
If still unsuccessful, a previously designated neighbor
or family member will be contacted. If the emergency
contact cannot be reached, a deputy will be sent to the
member’s home to make sure everything is okay.
Guardian is available to DuPage County residents who
are over the age of 62 or physically or mentally disabled
and live alone. To register for the Guardian program
you may call the DuPage County Sheriff’s Office at
630-407-2400 to have an application mailed to you.
Applications may also be picked up at the sheriff’s
office, 501 N. County Farm Rd., Wheaton, or at any
township office.

Stay up-to-date on city news!
Want to receive emails from
the city with up to-date news on
special events, municipal programs,
and other important issues? Then
subscribe to the City of Darien’s
email subscription service, “Direct
Connect!” To subscribe, please
visit the city of Darien’s website
at darien.il.us and click on “Mailing
List” on the home page. You may
also send an email with “Subscribe—
Direct Connect” in the Subject

line to mwintermute@darienil.gov
or call Mary Wintermute at City
Hall 630-353-8115. It’s a great way
to keep up-to-date with important
news!
The City of Darien is also
now on Facebook and is
urging Facebook users to
become a fan of the City of
Darien page. Simply visit the City
of Darien’s Facebook page or click
on the Facebook link on the city’s

website, darien.il.us. The Facebook
page will have updates on city
information and more!
Nixle provides
for the city to
send out urgent and emergency
alerts via text messages. To sign up
for Nixle, visit our website and click
on the Nixle icon.
The City of Darien now
Tweets! Follow us on
Twitter at CityofDarien.
13
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District 61 Foundation awards first mini-grants

School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
14

Students and staff gearing up for new PARCC
District 61 students in grades 3-8 are scheduled to take the new
computer-based PARCC state assessment, March 9–April 3 and May 9–May
27.
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) is a group of states—including Illinois—that have come together to
develop high quality student assessments aligned with the Common Core
State Standards in English Language Arts, Literacy, and Mathematics. These
assessments will replace the ISAT, which students took annually in grades
3–8 in Illinois.
The PARCC assessments are designed to measure whether students are
on track for college or careers. To this end, PARCC assessments ask students
to demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving skills in an in-depth
manner. Students are asked to answer various types of questions, show their
work, and explain their reasoning. For example, in math, students will be
asked to explain mathematical reasoning, not just get the answer correct. In
English Language Arts, students will be asked to read complex passages and
identify evidence that can be used to make a persuasive argument.
Student will take the PARCC assessments in two separate testing
windows this school year. The Performance-Based Assessment (PBA) will
be administered between March 9 and April 3. The English Language
Arts/Literacy (ELA/Literacy) PBA will focus on writing effectively when
analyzing text. The mathematics PBA will focus on applying skills, concepts,
and understandings to solve multi-step problems requiring abstract
reasoning, precision, perseverance, and strategic use of tools.
The End-of-Year Assessment (EOY) will be administered between May 4
and May 27 The ELA/literacy EOY will focus on reading comprehension.
The mathematics EOY will call on students to demonstrate further
conceptual understanding of the Major Content and Additional and
Supporting Content of the grade/course, and demonstrate mathematical
fluency, when applicable to the grade.
These online assessments include tools built into the computer platform
for all students and a number of accessibility features that can be provided
for individual students based on need. These tools and features—which
children typically use in the classroom and daily life – are intended to
expand access for them to show what they know and are able to do.
In addition, the PARCC assessment includes accommodations that
students with disabilities, English learners, and English learners with
disabilities may need. These will reduce barriers for students and help them
participate equitably in the assessments.
On Oct. 14, 2014 parents had the opportunity to take part in a PARCC
Parent Night, where information was shared regarding the test and
participants had the opportunity to take a practice test. PARCC practice
tests are available at parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/.

by David May
In October, the Darien District 61 Educational
Foundation awarded its first round of mini-grants for
the 2014-15 school year. Applications are now being
accepted three times throughout the school year for
grants of up to $500 each. That’s in addition to the
Foundation’s annual grants announced in the summer.
Six mini-grants were funded for the application period
ended Oct. 15, totaling $2,630:
• Two $500 grants for “Books Come Alive!” reducing
ticket prices to provide a live theater experience for
third graders at Lace School. The students will read
and discuss a novel in class and then see the same
story performed at a local theater.
• $415 for teachers at Lace School to buy one soprano
and two alto glockenspiels—small metal xylophones.
The instruments will be used in Orff-based music
instruction, which is a comprehensive study of
rhythm, melody, harmony, accompanying, performing,
improvising and composing. The instruments will be
used in individual lessons, group instruction and class
activities.
• $456 for teachers at Mark DeLay School to buy two
alto and two soprano glockenspiels along with four
sets of mallets. The instruments will be also be used in
Orff-based comprehensive music instruction.

• $350 for six math
station kits for use by
third-grade students
at Lace School. The
stations and related
materials allow handson activities that help
students working on math-fact fluency and other
curriculum-related activities. The stations will be used
during class as well as for independent learning times.
• $409 for a full school year’s subscription to “Nutrition
Nuggets,” monthly newsletters offering ideas to help
parents steer their children toward healthy eating
and exercise habits. The newsletters include content
for all grade levels, K through 8. The newsletters
are reproducible and also will be available on each
school’s website.
Since 2010, the Foundation has awarded nearly
$34,000 in teacher grants and direct aid to students. To
learn more about the Foundation and to make a taxdeductible donation, visit darien61foundation.org.
David May is a member of the
Darien District 61 Educational Foundation board of directors.

District 61 applauds staff members on their continued education
Over the past year, many of
our teachers have continued their
education at various local colleges.
In all, 115 credit hours were earned.
We would like to recognize these
staff members:
American College of Education
Kristen Lemar
Benedictine University
Ashley Grabowski, Janel Glines,
Chris Nolen

Augustana
Ashley Grabowski,
Michelle Skweres,
Amy Mordaunt, Cheryl Halla,
Becky Knapp, Chris Nolen,
Janel Glines, Sally Sinow,
Kathy Atwood, Gail Stocchero,
Sera Bocian
Aurora University
Janel Glines, Rebecca Berry,
Michele Goshko,
Michelle Sleboda
College of DuPage
Phil Esposito

Concordia College
Ashley Grabowski,
Heather Petersen, Michelle Bossy
Education Closet thru
Adams State University
Sally Misiora
North Dakota State
Janel Glines
Northern Illinois University
Joel Filas
Purdue University
Michelle Sleboda
University of St. Francis
Kristie Lupella, Julie Vallo

Yearly notification of building materials
Darien School District 61 is required to notify
all parents, guardians, faculty, and staff of asbestos
containing building materials present within the school
buildings. Over the years we have undertaken removal
of these materials, however, some still remains in various
locations within the buildings.

These materials are periodically inspected and
maintained intact and are safe to the occupants. If you
desire more information regarding these materials,
please stop by your school office and they will provide
you with the information.
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Darien School District 61 Kindergarten Round Up at Mark DeLay School
What to do...

Darién Distrito Escolar # 61 Kindergarten en la Escuela de Mark DeLay
Qué a hacer…

1. Pick up a registration folder after Feb. 2 at any District 61 school office.

1. Venga a recoger una carpeta del registro después del 2 de febrero en cualquier oficina de escuela del districto 61.

2.Come to Mark DeLay on Feb. 18. from 5–8pm. for registration
or
call the office to make an appointment to register your child. We will be scheduling registration appointments
during the week of Feb. 17–20 between 9am and 2pm.

2.Vuelva el 18 de febrero a los 5–8pm para el registro o llame la oficina para hacer una cita para registrar a su niño.
hacer citas del registro para la semana del 17–20 de febrero entre los 9 en la mañana y los 2 en la tarde.
Traiga por favor los documentos siguientes para registrar a su niño para el jardín de la infancia
(Kindergarten):

Please bring the following documents in order to register your child for Kindergarten:
1. Your child’s original birth certificate. Please note that your child must be five (5) years old on or before Sept. 1.
We will need to copy the original.

1. El certificado de nacimiento de tu hijo. Por favor observe que su niño debe tener cinco (5) años en o antes de 1
de septiembre de 2015.
2.Tres (3) formas de las categorías siguientes que verifica la residencia:

2.Three (3) forms of Proof of Residency from the following categories:
ONE item from the following list

AND TWO (2) items from the following list

*Most recent tax bill showing you as taxpayer

*Current Driver’s License showing address

*Signed Lease for your residence listing child

*Current gas or electric bill with your name on it

*Closing statement for purchase of residence

*Public Aid Card

*Completed residency affidavit from owner of
residence stating that you reside at the residence on a
full-time basis

*Certificate of Insurance for residence
*Automobile registration from
State of Illinois

3. Registration Fee. Checks made payable to Darien District 61.

UN artículo de la lista siguiente

Y DOS (2) artículos de la lista siguiente

*La factura de impuestos mas reciente como
contribuyente

*Tu licencia de conductor que tiene su dirección

*Un arrendamiento firmado de tu residencia que
contiene el nombre de tu hijo

*Una cuenta reciente de gas o electricidad que contiene
tu nombre

*Declaración de clausura para la compra de residencia

*Tarjeta de Asistencia Pública

*Declaración jurada de residencia delresidence
propietario de residencia que indica que resides y vives
en el residencia registrada toda el ano

*El Certificado de Seguro para la residencia
*Un registro de automóvil del Estado del Illinois

3. Tasa de registro. Escribe los cheques al Darien District 61.

Darien School District 61
Mark DeLay School
6801 Wilmette Avenue
Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200

Darien School District 61
Mark DeLay School
6801 Wilmette Avenue
Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200

Warren “Chip” Johnson Community Service Award nominees sought
The Warren “Chip” Johnson
Community Service Award
recognizes 8th grade students who
have demonstrated a commitment
to their community through
volunteer activities in the school as
well as local organizations. Although
the student must currently be
in 8th grade, service performed
during sixth and seventh grades
will be considered. More than
one individual may be nominated.
16

Recipients of the award will be
announced at the Eisenhower Jr.
High Commencement Ceremony.
The Board of Education is asking
our school and local communities
to think about those upcoming
graduates who have given of
their time and talents beyond the
classroom walls. We would like to
know about students who have
volunteered for the Darien Youth
Club, church groups, food banks, as

well as other organizations.  Local
groups such as the Lions, Chamber
of Commerce, Women’s Club, and
Rotary will be contacted for possible
nominations. Formal applications
for the award are available at
darien61.org. Please think about
the young people you know and
how they have touched the lives of
others in our community.
Nominations must be received by
May 8.

Ways to know before you go
In the event of an emergency or if bad weather hits,
how would you know school is closed?
We have a number of ways to communicate:
•The Superintendent’s message will be sent through our
auto-dial system. All families who have provided us
with information at registration are part of the system
for phone and e-mail notification. Please notify your
child’s school if your contact information changes.
• Call your child’s school and listen to a voice message
announcement.

• Visit the website:
darien61.org
• Check your email for
a District message.
• Follow us on Twitter.
Our user name is
DarienSD61.
• Watch/Listen to the
news.

Announ

cement!
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Ultimate Princess Party

In attendance and available to pose for pictures
with your princess will be: Aurora, Belle, Snow White,
Rapunzel, Jasmine and Elsa. All princesses must preregister and be accompanied by an adult.
Fri., Jan. 30, 6:15–8pm
Registration deadline: Jan. 23

Darien Sportsplex
Super Rec Soccer

Indoor Flea Market

Sat., Feb. 7 & Sat., March 7
9am–1pm
Location: Darien Park District Community Center
7301 Fairview Ave.

Daddy-Daughter Date Night

Thurs., Feb. 12
6:45–8:45pm
Location: Chuck’s Southern Comforts Cafe
8025 S. Cass Ave.
Girls age 3 to 18 and a date
Note: Registration deadline is Feb. 9

The Darien Sportsplex Super Rec Soccer program’s first indoor session was
a huge success! This session’s Friday Skills Class and Sunday soccer league
for kid’s Pre-K to 8th grade will be a nine week session starting Jan. 9. All of
our training and games are run by the nationally know Eclipse Select Soccer
Club. This league minimizes the amount of players on the field which allows
the participants more time with the ball. We had to close registration for our
fall session so make sure you register early and don’t get left out in the cold!

Valentine’s Skate at Sportsplex!

Sat., Feb. 14, 7:50–9:50pm
The event is free but registration is required by Feb. 9.

Spring Fling Craft Show

Sat., March 14, 9am–3pm
Admission: FREE
Darien Park District Community Center
7301 Fairview Ave.
This craft show and sale will be the
perfect place to find unique, one-of-a-kind,
handcrafted decorations for your home,
tantalizing treats, garden decor, wearables
and jewelry and will offer something for
everyone. Let’s celebrate SPRING!

18

A special night for a Valentine date—register now for the
Daddy-Daughter Date Night.

Registration Deadline: Jan. 4
(Late registrations will be accepted if space is available.)
Friday Skills Class: $105R/$115NR
Sunday League: $105R/$115NR
Friday Skills and Sunday League: $195R/$205NR
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Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

C & C Car Care
1000 75th St.
Downers Grove, IL 60516
Casey Pyzik or
Service Manager Will Atiq
331-777-2989
C & C Car Care is an automotive
repair and maintenance business. We are privileged to
be located on 75th St. just east of Lemont Rd. (Main St.)
between the beautiful communities of Darien, Downers
Grove, Woodridge, & Westmont. Our professional staff is
here to provide exceptional service to our customers.

Congratulations Chamber Starz!
Congratulations to all of our Dancing with the
Chamber Starz Celebrity Dancers. Tom Papais,
President of Rose Landscape Design, Inc., and Darien
Chamber Chairman of the Board walked away with
the Mirror Ball Trophy. Save the date for 2015 Dancing
with the Chamber Starz—Nov. 14 at Ashton Place

Upcoming Events
Jan. 14
State of the County with Dan Cronin
Seven Bridges Golf Club, 11:30am
Jan. 22
Chamber 101
First Merchants Bank, 9am
Jan. 25
Darien Historical Society Sunday Dinner
Alpine Banquets, 1pm
Jan. 29
Darien Chamber Excellence Award
State of the Chamber
Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café, 11:30am
Feb. 24
Connecting Women Creating Opportunities
Wine and Networking Event
Wild Orchid Salon
Economic Outlook Luncheon TBA

SAVE THE DATE!
15th Annual Darien Dash
Sun., May 17 • Darien Community Park
20
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Nuggets

Around the Block

An eclectic collection of what’s happening in
the business community
If you’re looking for a local organization to join or
simply support as a charitable donation, your Darien
Historical Society invites your consideration.
Annual Membership for Individuals is $20, Family
$25, Business $50 and Corporate $100. Requested
information includes name and contact information.
Checks graciously accepted at Darien Historical
Society, 7422 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561.
All roads lead to Darien Rotary Club’s annual
charity fundraiser
Darien Rotary Club is proud to host “A Taste of
Route 66” again this year March 24 from 6–9pm
at Carriage Greens Country Club This annual event
‘paves the way’ for the club to continue its service
initiatives in the community. Their signature project
is Food for Kids Backpack Program which provides
supplemental nutrition to school-age children in the
Darien area, ensuring that when they come to school
on Monday they are ready to learn. Other programs
include Grants-in-Aid benefitting local civic efforts,
RYLA which provides leadership training for local
high school students and the Darien Rotary Dictionary
Project handing out dictionaries annually to every third
grader in the Darien area (over 700 in 2014 and over
4,100 over the last six years). Visit darienrotaryclub.org
for updated information on the event. ‘Put the pedal
to the metal’ and ‘race’ on over—your ‘speeding ticket’
is $40!

Thank you Neighbors of Darien advertisers!
Please support them.
Blue Diamond
Wealth Management
Burr Ridge
Veterinary Clinic
Finan Animal Hospital
Our Lady of Peace
School
Rooftech Systems, Inc.
Barbara J. Vondra, CPA
Family K9
Coldwell Banker—
Bill Kimball
Edible Arrangements
of Darien

Michael Overmann,
Ltd.
Modell Funeral Home
RE/MAX Action—
Liz Moore
Society of the
Little Flower
St. Jude Race
to the Flag
Wild Orchid Salon
Protect Painters
Real People Realty—
Vatsal Doshi

Our Lady of Peace schedules open house
Sun., Jan. 25, 9:30am–2pm
709 Plainfield Rd., Darien
At Our Lady of Peace Catholic School we offer threeand four-year-old preschool through grade eight. Our
rigorous academic program incorporates the message of
the Gospel and the love of Jesus and His Mother, Mary,
Our Lady of Peace. Our Lady of Peace family upholds
the mission statement: “As partners in education, God calls
us, as parish, school and family, to be the light of Christ to
our students. By nurturing their faith, we provide a strong
foundation in academics anchored in Catholic Spirituality.”
“Family,” “Faith,” and “Future,” along with service to
others, is stressed in all we do.
Religion, art, music, physical education, technology,
and Spanish are included in our programs along with
a strong core curriculum. Students have a chance to
explore their talents through musical and dramatic
performances and the choir entertains with their
beautiful voices at the school masses, Christmas, and
special occasions. They also have opportunities to
participate in various after school athletic programs
such as: football, cheerleading, cross country, volleyball,
basketball, and track and field. The OLP Crusaders are
well known as exceptional athletes. This fall several
teams received first place in both volleyball and football,
and the OLP cheerleaders went to state! Basketball has
begun its season; be ready to see blue and white running
down the courts! There are other afterschool programs
offered for students to participate as well: Student
Council, Choir, Band, Art Club, Chess Club, Lego Club,
and Homework Club which allows the opportunity for
everyone to find a place to shine! A Before and After
Care program is available for school families.
Students and staff have the availability of top of
the line technology in the computer lab and in the
classrooms. Lap tops, iPads, Eno and smart boards and
Learn Pads are currently being utilized.
Come tour the school, meet the phenomenal staff and
parents, view the 8th Grade Science Fair and grade level
Curriculum Fair projects, as well as the many creative
art assignments displayed by the students throughout
the school. Learn about the fantastic updates to the
technology as well as the unique history and loved
traditions of OLP!
If you prefer, schedule a school tour today! For
information access the website olopschool.org or call
630-325-9220.
Dr. Marian Stockhausen, Principal

Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Darien Historical Society hosts “Sunday
Dinner”

AARP Tax-Aide comes to IPPL
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers will offer tax assistance to
seniors and low-income taxpayers at the Indian Prairie
Public Library from mid-February through mid-April on
Monday and Friday mornings. Make your appointment
starting Feb. 1 by calling 630-887-8760 x239, or in
person at the Ask Us Desk.

Come to the “Sunday Dinner,” Jan. 25, 1–4pm, hosted
by the Darien Historical Society at Alpine Banquets
in Darien. Tickets include dinner, entertainment
and potential gift certificate winnings. A “Split the
Pot” opportunity is always fun. Enjoy a musical treat
of memorable songs from World Wars I and II as
performed by the History Singers. Tables seat up to ten;
invite family and friends or come on your own. Call
630-964-6792 for details and arrangements no later
than Jan. 15.

Enter now!
Darien Woman’s Club presents the Creative Youth Art
Fair Competition, Feb. 22 at Cass Jr. High School.
Please submit paintings, drawings, photography,
computer generated works and sculptures. Youth ages
four through high school can submit artwork to be
independently judged for prizes.
Winning entries receive prizes and winners’ artwork
is displayed at the Indian Prairie Library. Registration
deadline is Feb. 6 by mail or at the Indian Prairie
Library. All entrants receive a ribbon!
Entry forms are available at the Indian Prairie
Library or on the Darien Woman’s Club website:
darienwomansclub.org. Questions? Call Marie Anderson
at 630-985-2113

Save the date!
Hinsdale South High School Booster Club Casino
Night is Sat., Feb. 7, at Ashton Place in Willowbrook.
Come out for an evening of Food,Music, Casino
Tables and Auction Items! Bid on incredible auction
offerings such as:
• Premier Student Parking (for 2015/16)
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IPPL opens “Wouldshop”

Visit the “Wouldshop” at the Indian Prairie Public Library and
learn, create and be inspired.
•
•
•
•

2015 VIP Graduation Seats
Store and Restaurant Gift Certificates
Sporting Event Tickets
Getaways to various Chicago area hot spots.
This annual fundraiser supports the students and staff
of Hinsdale South High School. Mark your calendars
and bring your friends and family!
For sponsorship opportunities please contact Joan
Brandeis, joan.gundlach@comcast.net or 708-714-4810

VFW post holds fundraiser
The concert fundraiser benefiting the Darien VFW
Post 2838 is March 13. Tickets are on sale now. The
live concert features Dan Lentino and The Fabulous
Ambassadors, Lance Lipinski and the Lovettes tribute
to Jerry Lee Lewis and special guest Shawn Klush,
the ultimate Elvis tribute artist. Concert tickets are
$40. There is a dinner and concert option for $65.
The concert is at Ashyana Banquets, 1652 W. 75th St.,
Downers Grove. Tickets sold out early for last year’s
show, so call now to reserve tickets, 630-796-5654.

The Wouldshop is the Indian Prairie Public Library’s
new makerspace, a creative DIY space where families
can gather to learn, create, and be inspired. The
Wouldshop includes how-to books as well as tools and
materials for select projects. Projects include art, science,
technology, or exploration through play. Visit the
Wouldshop again and again and discover new activities
every time!

New Assistive Technology Equipment at IPPL
For those with physical conditions that limit the use
of computer equipment, Indian Prairie Public Library
has new assistive equipment and software available to
help. Thanks to the Darien Lions Club for funding these
resources.
• BigTrack Trackball mouse is a large, comfortable tool
for navigating computer pages.
• Dragon NaturallySpeaking is software that adjusts to
your voice and converts what you say to computer
text.
• The iZoom Magnifier and Reader magnifies web
pages, email, and documents from 1.5x up to 36x. It
also works as a screen reader.
Ask at the library’s Computer Help Desk to use these
items.

IPPL offers Homebound Delivery
Home delivery of library materials can be arranged at
no charge if an Indian Prairie Public Library cardholder
is permanently homebound due to age or disability
or temporarily disabled for at least one month due
to illness or surgery. Books, including large print and
audio, movies, music, or magazines can be provided.
Please contact Mary Schueren at 630-887-8760 x265 or
homebound@ippl.info for more information.
Around the Block continues on page 30
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Someone you should know—your Neighbor

Give back to your
community—

Feature your buisness here!

Call 630-995-3482

Find out where to volunteer
Jan. 22 at Indian Prairie Public Library

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

J A N U A R Y 2015
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

I

f you want to get to know your
Darien community, maybe the
best place to start is by meeting
your neighbors. This article first
appeared in The GOOD Guide to
Better Neighborhoods.
Just because delivering a Jell-O
mold to welcome a newcomer
to the block is creepy doesn’t
mean you’re destined to live a
lonely, anonymous life in your
neighborhood. Kit Hodge is the
founder of Neighbors Project,
a group dedicated to inspiring
people to enjoy and improve
their neighborhoods. Meeting the
neighbors takes a little effort, she
says, but there’s no need to resort to
wobbly desserts.

Say “Hi”

Hodge calls saying hello “a
lost art that needs to be brought
back.” Try this: Walk around your
neighborhood and actually look at

people, not down at the sidewalk
or at your iPhone. As you pass
someone, make eye contact and
smile, nod, or say “Hi.” Afterward,
continue walking, and don’t look
back. Repeat.

Spruce up your outdoor space,
and spend time there

Hang out on your porch, balcony,
or stoop. Put a conversation piece in
front of your house: chain your bike
there, or plant flowers. If you have a
fence, consider taking it down, and
if you’re really brave, install a bench
in front of your place.

Practice common courtesies
Return your neighbors’ mail if
it’s delivered to you by mistake
(including a nice note wouldn’t
hurt). Help strangers who need
assistance with large packages, or
carrying strollers up and down
stairs. Open doors for others.

Ride your bike in the
neighborhood, or take an evening
stroll around the block. Patronize
local businesses, and if there’s a
nearby coffee shop with a bulletin
board, use it—not to make friends,
but to find resources nearby for
things you need (and meet people
while you’re at it).

Get involved with your
neighborhood

Volunteer locally, join your
neighborhood or block association,
organize a clean-up day for a litterstrewn area, or even run for local
political office. It’s the gold-star
option.
Source: magazine.good.is/articles/meetyour-neighbors-without-seeming-like-acrazy-person

City offices closed
Library closed

2

3

Family Movie:
The Chronicles of
Narnia: The Lion,
the Witch and the
Wardrobe
10:30am.
Library

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

4
Darien Historical
Society Open
House
1-3pm
Old Lace
Schoolhouse

11
Practice ACT
1:30pm
Library

18

5
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

12
Shake, Shimmy, &
Dance!
9:30am
Library

19
Games Galore
10:30am
Library

25
Darien Historical
Society
Sunday Dinner
1-4pm
Alpine Banquets

6
Emedia Drop In
6–8pm
Library

7

8

Harry & Mickey:
Visiting Universal
Orlando & Walt
Disney World
7pm, Library

Tech Talk: Health
Gadgets & Apps
6pm
Library

9

10

Got a Clue?
4pm
Library

Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7:30pm
Darien Swim &
Racquet Club

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

26

Happy
New Year

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for March/April issue is
February 1

Hang out in your
neighborhood, and shop
locally

SATURDAY

1

Send us your event
information!

How to meet your neighbors without
seeming like a crazy person

FRIDAY

26

13
DIY Teens: Vinyl
Phone Decals
4pm
Library

20
DIY Teens: No
Sew Scarf
4pm
Library

27
DIY Teens: iPad
Game Design
4pm
Library

14
Whole Foods
Book Discussion
and Cooking
Demonstration
6:30pm
Library

21
Mini
Masterpieces:
A Drawing
Workshop
7pm
Library

28

15
Lyric Opera
Lecture: Tosca
1pm
Library

22
Where Can I
Volunteer?
7pm
Library

29
Splendors of
Byzantine Art
1pm
Library

16

17

Movies & More:
Duck Soup (1933)
7pm
Library

Local Authors Fair
10am-1pm
Library

23

24

Hacking
Electronics for
Teens: Laser
Tripwires
11am
Library

Teen FIFA 15
Tournament
6pm
Library

30
Ultimate Princess
Party
6:15pm
Park District
Teen Open Mic
Night
7pm
Library

31

Hinsdale South
Booster Club
Casino Night

Feature business event here!
Call 630-995-3482

DARIEN
TUESDAY

1

8

WEDNESDAY

2
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

3
DIY Teens: Button
Making
4pm
Library
FAFSA Workshop
6pm
Library

9
Shake, Shimmy, &
Dance!
9:30pm
Library

10

THURSDAY

4
Darien Woman’s
Club Meeting
7:30pm
Darien Swim &
Racquet Club

FRIDAY

5

6

Thursday
Afternoon Movie:
The Hundred-Foot
Journey (2014)
2pm
Library

Deadline for
entries
Darien Woman’s
Club Youth Art Fair

Discover Your
Next Great Read
7pm
Library

11

Movies & More:
The Pink Panther
(1964)
7pm
Library

12
Tech Talk:
Microcomputing
6pm, Library

DIY Teens: Light
Painting
4pm
Library

SATURDAY

It’s All About
Chocolate
6:30pm, Library

13
Teen League
of Legends 5v5
Tournament
6pm
Library

15

16
Mid-Kids Karaoke
2pm
Library

17
DIY Teens:
Mini-Computer
Animation
4pm
Library
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm

22

23

24

Darien Woman’s
Club Creative
Youth Art Fair
Cass Jr. High
School

Sisters of
the Baltic:
Copenhagen and
Tallinn
1pm, Library

Friends of the
Library Concert:
Bel Sonore
2pm
Library

DIY Teens:
Paracord
Bracelets
4pm, Library

18

19

20

Math, Music,
and Art: The
Connections are
Deeper than You
Think
7pm
Library

Thursday
Afternoon Movie:
When the Game
Stands Tall (2014)
2pm
Library

Movies & More:
O Brother, Where
Art Thou? (2000)
7pm
Library

25

26

27
Teen Call of
Duty: Advanced
Warfare
Tournament
6pm
Library

Send us your event information!
newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for March/April issue is
February 1
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

7

Indoor Flea
Market
9am-1pm
Community
Center
Planning for the
Future: A Career
Workshop
1:30pm, Library
Hinsdale South
Booster Club
Casino Night
Ashton Place
Willowbrook

14
Happy
Valentine’s
Day

Sew Trendy for
Teens
2pm, Library
Valentine’s Skate
7:50pm
Darien Sportsplex

Daddy Daughter
Date Night
6:45pm
Chuck’s Southern
Comfort Cafe

ACT Essay Info
2pm
Library

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

F E B R U A R Y 2015
MONDAY

Darien Historical
Society Open
House
1-3pm
Old Lace School
House

Policy environment is favorable for stocks in 2015

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

Feb. 7 at Ashton Place
SUNDAY

Financial News

21
Hacking
Electronics for
Teens: Mood
Lamps
11am
Library

28

Key policy issues to watch in the year ahead

ACA. The president’s signature policy initiative, the
ACA (also known as Obamacare), is unlikely to be repealed next year, although there is a strong chance that
the most unpopular parts of the law will be repealed.
The impending Supreme Court ruling in mid-2015
about the legality of ACA subsidies affecting more than
7 million subscribers may force the Obama administration to work with Congress to make significant changes
to the law. We would view any ACA-driven weakness as
a potential buying opportunity in the healthcare sector,
and we are watching for opportunities to take advantage of attractive growth prospects and strong innovation momentum.
Tax reform. Broad tax reform, which would likely
take the form of closing corporate, personal, and other
tax loopholes while lowering the overall tax rate, would
be welcomed by markets. However, the Republican
majority in the Senate is not large enough to deliver
more than piecemeal changes at this point. Bipartisan
agreement exists to lower the corporate tax rate; however, without a filibuster-proof Republican majority in the
Senate in 2015, the path to accomplishing this is murky.
The Republican win in the runoff election in Louisiana
this weekend brings the total Republican Senate seats to
54, short of the 60 needed for a filibuster-proof majority.
Federal budget. Attempts to address the country’s
long-term structural budget problems in 2015 may lead
to a return of some policy-induced uncertainty. The big
unknown is whether President Obama and the Republican-led Congress will find common ground in 2015 and
cut a long awaited, long-term deal on the budget. The
odds of another debt ceiling debacle (such as we had in
2011), when the U.S. Treasury reaches the debt ceiling
in March 2015, are very low based on the rhetoric coming from both political parties, but the possibility does
exist.
Energy. The Republican-controlled Congress may
help quicken the pace of permitting for oil and gas
production, encourage petroleum exports, and could
push through the approval of the controversial Keystone
XL Pipeline. Progress toward crude oil exports may be
slow, given current low prices, although the risk that the
pipeline would drive prices higher is a key reason why
the project has been delayed. The potential build-out of
the Keystone Pipeline, which enjoys bipartisan support,
would be positive for energy and industrial companies—creating construction jobs, facilitating exports, and
alleviating the U.S. oil inventory glut. Transportation
stocks such as rails should continue to chug along as
they benefit from increasing U.S. energy production.

Financial services. Under a
Republican-controlled Congress,
regulatory requirements for
regional banks related to the
Systemically Important Financial Institution (SIFI) criteria
may be eased. The breakpoint
for the designation may be raised, potentially to $100
billion in assets from $50 billion, alleviating some of the
regulatory burden. Community banks may benefit from
a reduction in loans they must retain on their balance
sheets. Insurance companies with the SIFI designation
may benefit from customized and less onerous capital
adequacy guidelines.
Defense spending. Operations in Iraq and Syria and
the Republican control of Congress help firm up the
defense spending outlook and may give the industrials
sector a small boost.

Presidential cycle tailwind

The political calendar in 2015 may also potentially
hold good news for stocks. In 2015, we will enter year
three of the presidential cycle, historically the best of the
four years. Since 1950, during the other three years of
the presidential cycle, stocks gained an average of about
6%. But during year three (the year prior to the presidential election), stocks have historically produced an
average gain of 17%. These patterns don’t always hold
of course. But with year three ahead in 2015, investors
have this possible tailwin. Given the generally favorable
fundamental picture we see, including an improving
economy, a low probability of recession, growing corporate profits, and well contained inflation, we expect
2015 could be rewarding for stock investors.
Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine
630-995-3482
info@neighborsmagazines.com
City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000
City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . 630-353-8114
Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106
Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont . . . . 630-968-0855
Humane Society – Darien. . . 630-375-7976
Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . .  630-910-2200
(West of Cass)
Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)
Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748
ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466
Comcast
Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . 888 423-7888
Downers Grove
Sanitary District. . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664
Advanced Disposal. . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700
Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . .  630-887-8760
Park District
Community Center. . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department. . 630-968-6400, ext 122

Around the Block continued from page 25

Two Cass District 63 educators are “Those Who Excel Recipients
Cass School District 63 officials are proud of two
staff members, Ms. Anya Schlottmann and Mrs. Sharon
Vanderbroucke, who were amongst approximately
240 educators, out of the several hundred thousand
educators in the state, that were recognized by the
Illinois State Board of Education as individuals who have
made outstanding contributions to the field of public
education in Illinois.
Ms. Anya Schlottmann has been an extraordinary
educator since 1988 at Concord Elementary School,
teaching multiple grades, assuming additional and
extracurricular responsibilities and assisting the
administration in meeting student needs consistently

and successfully.
Mrs. Vanderbroucke has been a Teacher Assistant
at Cass Junior High School for the past 20 years and
prior to that she was a parent volunteer for a decade
continuously being a tremendous resource for assisting
students in obtaining greater levels of academic success.
Ms. Schlottmann and Mrs. Vanderbroucke were
nominated and supported through the rigorous
“Those Who Excel” process by colleagues, parents and
students. The district is extremely fortunate to have
excellent educators such as Ms. Schlottmann and Mrs.
Vanderbroucke, who truly embrace the District motto:
“Where the Focus is on the Child.”

