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About the cover…

Darien resident Arlene Stepenske gets a few baking tips from Chef Mary Gail
Bennett before a chocolate cooking class at Indian Prairie Library. Find out
how IPLL has evolved into Darien's "center of culture" in our feature story
beginning on page 6. Cover photo Tim Sullivan.

Follow us on Twitter!
“NeighborsMags”

Follow us on Facebook
“Neighbors Magazines”
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A message from our mayor
Individual commitment to a group effort—that is what makes a team
work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.
~Vince Lombardi

I

’m sure everyone is thankful that the winter of 2015 is almost over and was
mild compared to 2014. The obvious exception to the mild comparison was
the blizzard of Feb. 1. This blizzard was the fifth-largest blizzard to ever hit the
Chicago area, dropping approximately 20 inches of snow. I want to thank the many
residents that had contacted the city to share the kind words regarding the excellent
snow plow services performed by the Darien Municipal Services employees. A special
thanks goes out to the dedicated Municipal Services employees who worked around
the clock to battle this blizzard.
I also hope residents have had the opportunity to visit the area of 75th St. and Cass
Ave. to see all the improvements that are being completed. The east side of Cass
Ave., between 75th St. and Plainfield Rd., will shortly be completely redeveloped to
include the attractive new retail center along with the beautiful park amenity. We
are also pleased that the recent completion of the 75th St. improvements enhances
the area. Additionally, the vacant gas station at the southwest corner of Cass Ave.
and Plainfield Rd. has been purchased by a private developer who will clean up and
redevelop that property.
On another note, we are continuing to work on our city budget which takes effect
May 1, and would love to hear your input! If you have any questions or suggestions
on any topic in the City of Darien, please feel free to contact City Administrator
Bryon Vana at 630-353-8114 or bvana@darienil.gov.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Weaver
City of Darien, Mayor



Getting to know
your community’s
“center of
culture”

Culture is the widening of the mind and of the spirit.
—Jawaharlal Nehru

Culture is the characteristics of a
particular group of people, defined by
everything from language, religion,
cuisine, social habits, music and
arts. Today, in the United States as in
other countries populated largely by
immigrants, the culture is influenced
by the many groups of people that now
make up the country
—livescience.com

Culture is central to the way we view,
experience, and engage with all aspects
of our lives and the world around us.
Thus, even our definitions of culture are
shaped by the historical, political, social,
and cultural contexts in which we live.
—Wikipedia.com

W

hen you picture a public
library, what images come
to mind? For most people,
it’s books.
But what about concerts and art
exhibits? Cooking and gardening
classes? Ethnic celebrations? Travel
and investing programs? Technology
workshops? Digital media labs and
3D printers? A Makerspace?
Public libraries have always been
pillars of the community, but they
have evolved into so much more
than shelves of books.
At the Indian Prairie Public
Library (IPPL) in Darien, the
library’s mission is to enrich people’s
lives by providing opportunities to
explore, connect, and be inspired.
The library strives to be an essential
center of learning, inspiration, and
community pride as well as a vital
and trusted resource for achieving
personal goals and enhancing


quality of life.
Not only does the library provide
popular materials and enrich lives
through technology, but it fosters
life-long learning and enhances the
community.
More than 1,400 people visit IPPL
every day, discovering the wide
range of materials, programs, and
services that the library provides.
Like other libraries large and
small, IPPL is cultural center for its
community with value that extends
far beyond books.

Fostering life-long learning

Want to learn French, improve
your golf game, or meet a New York
Times bestselling author? You can
do all of these things this spring at
IPPL.
The library offers programs and
materials that enhance personal,
professional, and educational growth

as well as opportunities to explore
topics of interest for all ages.
Recently, the library has been
encouraging people to expand their
horizons by attending programs
with its Junction series. Junction
programs provide incentive for
people to learn something new,
create from scratch, and share their
knowledge with their neighbors
with monthly and grand prize
drawings donated by the Friends of
IPPL.
IPPL also strengthens community
education with early literacy
classes, youth summer reading
incentive programs, STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Math) education programs, and
intergenerational programs that
encourage families to learn, share,
explore, and grow together while
inspiring a love of reading. In
addition, teens can learn leadership

skills through community service
opportunities at the library.
The library supports the local
work force by providing classes
and resources for those looking
for new and better jobs. There
are also numerous resources to
aid local businesses. IPPL also
provides support for those learning
to speak English, including an
English as a Second Language (ESL)
Conversation Group, plus the library
can assist people with their path to
citizenship.

Enhancing the community

Looking for a place to see the
work of local artists on display?
Researching local history or your
own family tree?
IPPL helps Darien residents
reinforce their sense of community
by keeping the town’s history,
fostering community projects, and

encouraging the sharing of interests.
IPPL has a deep collection of
local history including newspaper
clippings, a local history blog,
a historical photo collection on
Flickr, and an obituary index. In
addition, the library has initiated
three oral history projects, including
a Veterans History Project, Local
History Interviews, and StoryShare
Family History Interviews.
IPPL also offers residents a
chance to share common interests
by hosting special interest groups
for chess, genealogy research, play
reading, and current events, as well
as book and movie discussions. The
library provides meeting space for
collaborative work and community
meetings, as well as an art gallery
and exhibit space for local artists
and collectors.
The library hosted its first
Local Authors Fair in January,

allowing local writers to meet and
network, and the annual WriteOn! teen literary festival brings
teenage authors together to share
their writings and meet with a
professional author. Teens also share
their interest in music at The Sound,
the library’s annual teen musical
fest.
Finally, IPPL has a thriving
relationship with local businesses
and community groups, partnering
to present programs and bring
information and services to the
community.

Enriching lives through
technology

Want to learn how to use that new
tablet? Need to print a prototype on
a 3D printer or use digital video and
audio production equipment for a
project?
Technology is a foundation of
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Getting to know your community

P hoto Tim Sullivan

Young Library patrons share a
good read.

Darien residents Eileen Wright and Arlene Stepenske with Chef Mary Gail Bennet
at a chocolate cooking demonstration at the library
today’s society. At IPPL, residents
can attend technology classes
ranging from introduction to
computers and the internet to
beginning and intermediate
software usage, and from social
media basics to using tablets and
ereaders. Tech tutors provide
one-on-one technology assistance
and the library’s online eTutor
videos provide useful instruction.

In addition, teens are learning
21st century skills in areas such
as 3D printing, video production,
programming, and electronics.
Residents also have a chance to
experiment with new technology
by checking out Kindles and Nooks,
and using iPads, netbooks, and
laptops including MacBooks in the
library. The library has high-speed
wi-fi, plus cardholders can use the

library’s 3D printer and digital
media lab.
Patrons of all ages can browse
IPPL’s digital eLibrary anytime,
anywhere, from their computer,
tablet, or smart phone. IPPL
cardholders have access to more
than 260,000 items in the eLibrary,
including 30,000 ebooks, 18,000
audiobooks, 94 magazine titles,
200,000 music albums, 5,000
movies, and 10,000 television
episodes. In addition, IPPL offers
Roku devices for checkout, which
allow users to stream more than
100 popular movies to their
television.
IPPL makes online information
easy for residents to find with its
website and research databases,
which can be accessed 24/7.
The library also uses the latest
technology to keep its residents
informed with a presence on social
media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn, Pinterest,
YouTube, and Flickr. The IPPL
eNews brings weekly email updates
to residents, and mobile access is
available through the LibAnywhere
app.

said the library is important or
very important to the community.
During fiscal year 2013–14, 466,022
patrons visited IPPL and 859,439
items were checked out. As a result,
IPPL cardholders saved an average
of $638 by checking out books,
DVDs, CDs, and other items rather
than buying them. And that’s only
part of the value that the library
offers the community.
The library’s portion of a resident’s
tax bill is only 3%, making the
average cost per household $186 per
year. The library’s total revenue in
fiscal year 2013-14 was $3,756,409,
with $3,513,150 coming from
resident property taxes. The library’s
total operating expenditures in fiscal
year 2013-14 was $3,414,503, plus
an additional $461,597 for the final
bond payment on its building.
Founded in 1988, the Indian

P hoto courtesy I ndian P rairie P ublic L ibrary

Prairie Public Library District
serves 42,000 residents in Darien,
Willowbrook, and Burr Ridge, as
well as several unincorporated areas.
For more information about the
library, visit ippl.info.

“A library is not simply a repository of
books, it is the symbol and center of our
culture—a door and a window for those
who might not otherwise have such
doors and windows.”
Amy Tan, Author

Providing popular materials

And yes, libraries do still have
books. And magazines, movies,
music, and more!
With more than 200,000 books,
magazines, audiobooks, CDs,
and DVDs, IPPL offers a growing
selection of materials for personal,
educational, and professional use.
Plus IPPL is a member of a network
that gives patrons access to more
than eight million items owned by
77 libraries in the Chicago area.
People of all ages depend on
the library to make their leisure
time more enjoyable. In a recent
community survey, 77.8% of the
respondents said they use the library
more than once a month, and 99%
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Patrons enjoy Senior Friday fun.


City of Darien
Congratulations
to the 2015 Darien
Citizen of the Year—
Ron Kiefer

2015 Citizen of the Year—Ron Kiefer
The Citizen of the Year banquet
will be held on March 7 at Alpine
Banquets. Tickets are $30 each, and
can be purchased at Darien City
Hall. For more information and
reservations please call Diane at
630-353-8102.
Read more about Ron in this
issue’s “Good Neighbor” on page 26.

630-852-5000 • www.darien.il.us

City of Darien offers free branch pickup
The City of Darien is pleased
to be able to offer free branch
pickup for all residents within our
boundaries. To help keep the streets
clean and our crews on schedule,
please stack the branches neatly
by the curb on the Sunday before
the pickup week. The chipper
can accept branches up to 6" in
diameter. Please do not tie the
branches or put them in garbage
cans. All other yard waste such as
grass clippings and flowers should be
disposed of through our yard waste
program with Advanced Disposal.
All branches need to be out no
later than the Sunday night prior to
the designated pick up week. The
chipping crew can make only one
pass and may complete your street
as soon as Monday morning.
Residents can also take their
branches to the Municipal
Services Facility, located at
1041 S. Frontage Rd., and place

them at the designated location,
labeled as “Branches”. Branches
will be accepted seven days a week
from 5am until 11pm. Landscape
companies hired to help with your
branches may also take them to
Municipal Services.
If you have any questions
regarding branch pick up, please
contact Municipal Services at
630-353-8105.

2015 Schedule
Month

Collection Dates

April

20 through 24

June

22 through 26

August

24 through 28

October

26 through 30
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The City of Darien has recently
received competitive quotes for the
treatment of the Emerald Ash Borer
located on private property. The
recommended vendor is Tree and
Turf Professionals. The treatment
method consists of a licensed
applicator injecting the tree with
the product Treeage. For additional
information regarding the treatment
and general information please visit
the following website: arborjet.com
The tree would be drilled with a
small hole(s) and larger trees will
require multiple holes based on the
diameter of the tree. The Treeage

product is injected based on the tree
diameter and each hole sealed with
a plug(s). The application is good for
up to two years. The ash tree must
have a minimal 60% healthy canopy
to be a candidate for the treatment.
The Tree and Turf Professionals
shall review each ash tree prior to
treatment. All payments shall be the
responsibility of the homeowner.
The contact person for Tree and
Turf Professionals is Lyle McGinn
at 630-759-7389 or email at
lmcginn@treeandturf.com
The measurement for a tree is
determined by the diameter. If
Diameter

Your elected city officials and city administrators
Kathleen Moesle Weaver, Mayor
630-271-1619
JoAnne Ragona, City Clerk
630-353-8110
Michael J. Coren, City Treasurer
630-985-0974
Bryon Vana, City Administrator
630-353-8114
Ted V. Schauer, Alderman, 1
630-969-3081
Tina M. Beilke, Alderman, 2
630-789-2597

Treatment for ash trees
on private property is
available

Joseph A. Kenny, Alderman, 3
630-334-2858
Joerg Seifert, Alderman, 4
630-789-8177
Joseph A. Marchese, Alderman, 5
630-254-2421
Sylvia McIvor, Alderman, 6
312-961-9230
Thomas J. Belczak, Alderman, 7
630-515-0801

The City Council meets:
Mon., March 2 & 16 and
Mon., April 6 & 20

Contact the City of Darien:
General Information
on all city services
630-852-5000

you would like to determine the
measurement of your tree take an
inch tape measure and measure
approximately four feet up from the
base of the tree and around the tree.
This will be your circumference.
You can then go to the following
website math.about.com/library/
blcirclecalculator.htm.
Insert the unit number in the
Circumference box and move the
pointer to the Solve Others box and
hit Enter. The calculator will provide
the diameter. Below is the pricing
schedule for the treatment.
Cost

Ash Tree 3 to 6 inch diameter

$50 per application

Ash Tree 6-1/8 to 10 inch diameter

$65 per application

Ash Tree 10-1/8 to 14 inch diameter

$80 per application

Ash Tree 14-1/8 to 18 inch diameter

$130 per application

Ash Tree 18-1/8 to 22 inch diameter

$160 per application

Ash Tree 22-1/8 to 26 inch diameter

$195 per application

Ash Tree 26-1/8 to 30 inch diameter

$240 per application

Non-Emergency Police
Department
630-971-3999

Ash Tree 30-1/8 to 35 inch diameter

$300 per application

Ash Tree 35-1/8 to 40 inch diameter

$350 per application

Ash Tree 40-1/8 to 45 inch diameter

$415 per application

Police
(for any police presence/emergency)
9-1-1

Ash Tree 45-1/8 to 50 inch diameter

$460 per application

Ash Tree 50-1/8 to 55 inch diameter

$510 per application

Ash Tree 55-1/8 to 60 inch diameter

$550 per application
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Advanced Disposal has new rates
The City of Darien is entering into its fourth year with
Advanced Disposal as its refuse hauler. Each April 1
the rates go up according to the contract. Although the
rates have changed, the pickup procedures remain the
same for 2014-2015. Below is a summary of our garbage
services for the coming year:

Waste Hauling/Recycling

Darien uses a sticker system in which residents affix
one sticker for each 32/33 gallon garbage can or on a
garbage bag which is picked up on a regularly scheduled
garbage day. The weight limit for the garbage is 50
pounds per container. Yard waste can be put in a brown
paper bag or put in a garbage can with a permanent
“YARD WASTE ONLY” tag affixed to the side. The
stickers and tags can be picked up at city hall.
April 2015–March 2016
Refuse Sticker price—32 gallon

$3.47

Optional Cart 64 gallon—Monthly fee

$21.29

Optional Cart 96 gallon— Monthly fee

$26.06

Garbage Holidays

Our garbage collectors have six holidays: New Year’s
Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. On the weeks that this
occurs, garbage collection will be pushed back one day
from the holiday.

Bulk Items

Bulk items are large items that are not included in
normal garbage pick-up. Examples of bulk items are
sofas, loveseats, chairs, tables, and microwaves. Two
stickers must be affixed to each bulk item for it to be
removed on your normal garbage pick-up day. Carpet
must be rolled. Each roll must be no longer than 4
feet and no heavier than 50 pounds. Each roll must be
tagged with two refuse stickers.

Senior Corner

There are many services and programs available to
Darien Senior Citizens. The following are some services
available thru the City of Darien, Downers Grove
Township, DuPage County, and the State of Illinois:
Darien Police Department Senior Service Officers:
Officer Lauren Renner lrenner@darienil.gov or Officer
Marina Liska mliska@darienil.gov, or call 630-852-500.
File of Life: Available at the township office 4340 Prince
St. in Downers Grove. A $1 donation is requested.
Dial-A-Ride: 630-719-6685
Home Maintenance: For more information please call:
630-620-0804.
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Do I need a building permit?
White Goods

White goods include refrigerators, ranges, stoves,
freezers, air conditioners, water heaters, and other
domestic large appliances. Because these need to be
disassembled by hand due to environmentally harmful
materials, five stickers are required to be affixed before
they will be removed on your regular garbage pick-up
day.

Recycling

Recycling is free when put in any receptacle under
33 gallons and marked “Recycling” so the driver can
identify it. Bins may be purchased at city hall for $8
(med.) or $17 (lrg.). Please help keep our neighborhoods
clean by placing heavy recyclables on top, which keeps
the lighter items from blowing out of the bins and into
our yards. The following are examples of acceptable and
unacceptable recycling items:
Acceptable Items

Items Not Accepted

Newspapers

Styrofoam

Steel Cans & Tins

Motor Oil

Glass Bottles & Jars

Insecticide

Detergent & Fabric Softener
Containers

Items contaminated
with food

Plastic Buckets

Pizza Boxes

Milk & Juice Jugs

Tarps

Aluminum Cans

*Plastic Grocery Bags

The following information is provided to help guide
the residential homeowner on various interior and
exterior home remodeling projects. For more detailed
information please contact the building department at
630-353-8115, email mwintermute@darienil.gov, or visit
our website at darien.il.us

Always consult with the building department
regarding local building setback requirements, and any
items not addressed on this sheet. Please note that all
contractors must be licensed with the City of Darien
before beginning any work. Please contact the building
department to determine if your contractor is licensed.

Permits required (Common examples):

Permits not required (Common Examples):

New Dwelling Structures
Room Additions
Garages, attached and detached
Alterations where structural
elements are affected, i.e.; new
openings in foundations, walls,
ceilings, roofs, enlarged door and
window openings.
Re-roofing – tearing off old shingles
All new electrical & plumbing
installations (in wall work)
Fireplaces and solid fuel burning
stoves
New air conditioning units
Generators
Sheds

Swimming Pools – in ground and
above ground
Patios, including paver brick
Decks and Porches
Fences
Driveways – including paver brick
New water service
Sewer work in public right-of-way
Concrete work over 100 sq. ft.
Landscaping ponds
Landscaping that alters the grade of
the property
Retaining walls
Underground sprinkler systems
Wheelchair Lifts/Elevators

Normal repair and maintenance
Roof overlay— limited to a total of two (2) layers of roofing material
Replacement of deteriorated materials
Siding, soffit and fascia
Windows and doors—replacing with same size
Superficial remodeling which does not affect structural elements, such as
drywall and plaster work
Replacing fixtures
Exterior concrete flatwork under 100 sq. ft., such as stoops and service walks
Driveway overlay or sealcoating
Simple landscaping that DOES NOT change the grading of the property
Residential Multi Family:
Normal repair and maintenance
Replacing fixtures
All other multifamily construction may require
permits. Please check with the building department
AND your homeowners association BEFORE beginning
any construction

*Plastic grocery bags can be recycled in many grocery stores. Jewel
will accept these grocery bags for recycling.

Electronics Recycling

Illinois law makes it illegal for you to throw your
electronics in the garbage. This law seeks to prevent
dangerous substances contained in electronics from
infiltrating our water supply and soil when they end
up in landfills. For places you may recycle electronics
in DuPage County please visit: dupageco.org/EDP/
Waste_Recycling_and_Energy/1549/ or call city hall at
630-852-5000
Meals on Wheels: DuPage County Meals on Wheels at
630-620-0804
Para-Transit: 630-682-7000 ask for Para-Transit Services.
Subsidized Taxi Service: Please contact Darien City Hall
for further details and information at 630-852-5000
State of Illinois Circuit Breaker: Call the Secretary of
State’s Office at 800-252-8980 for more information.
Real Estate Tax Relief: Call the Downers Grove
Township Office to see if you qualify and for an
application 630-968-2100.

My contractor must be licensed with the City of Darien because….
The City of Darien requires all
contractors performing permitted
work within the city to become
licensed with us. When a contractor
becomes licensed with the city they
are required to provide contact
information, liability insurance
and a construction bond. These

items are in place to insure that
the construction is completed in
accordance with our building codes.
Registration allows the City
of Darien to better regulate
construction activity and contractors
working in the city. It also gives
the resident an avenue of recourse

should the construction not be up
to code.
Please call the Building
Department at 630-353-8115
when considering construction
to determine if the contractor is
currently licensed with the City of
Darien.

City of Darien has a concrete replacement program
Is your concrete driveway in need of repair?
The City of Darien will be conducting our annual
sidewalk, curb and gutter replacement program this
summer. In conjunction with this program, we will again
be offering homeowners the opportunity to replace
their driveway, apron, and depress their driveway curb,
at a competitive bid price.

For more information and pricing on this program
you can visit our website at darien.il.us or call Diane
at 630-353-8102. The deadline to participate in this
program is July 3.
If you identify a sidewalk in need of repair, please call
us at the above telephone number.
13
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School Directory
Eisenhower
Jr. High School

1410 75th St., Darien, IL 60561
630-964-5200 • Fax: 630-968-8002

Lace School

7414 Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-968-2589 • Fax: 630-968-5920

Mark DeLay School

6801 Wilmette Ave., Darien, IL 60561
630-852-0200 • Fax: 630-968-7506

Administration

Dr. Robert M. Carlo, Superintendent
Mrs. Megan Stoltz,
Chief School Business Official
Dr. Carol Schultz,
Director of Special Services
Mr. Jacob Buck, Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Mr. Joel Filas, Assistant Principal,
Eisenhower Jr. High
Ms. Erin Dwyer, Principal,
Lace Elementary
Mrs. Lisa Kompare, Principal,
Mark DeLay Elementary

Board of Education
Robert Rzeszutko
Mare Chiaro
Deborah Gaspari
Janine Kiwiet
Iranell Spann
Melissa Christie
Katherine Fujiura

Projects approved for summer

Health requirements for entering school on first day

In July, 2014, the Board of Education approved a Physical Condition
Assessment for all three District #61 Schools. The results of the assessment
outlined capital needs projects to include: installing code required door
closers for corridor doors, remodeling older toilet facilities and replacing a
majority of the major mechanical equipment (heating units) and modifying
existing mechanical systems to provide air conditioning at each school.
In addition, at Eisenhower Junior High exterior classroom door/window
assemblies will be replaced in the older portions of the school.
At the regular board meeting in November, The board voted to move
forward with the above, identified capital needs projects and additionally
approved a resolution declaring its intention to issue Working Cash
Fund Bonds in the amount of $4.5 million for capital projects during
the December meeting. Additional funds will be provided from the
Operations and Maintenance Fund. A public hearing took place during
the Jan. 27 meeting and it is anticipated that bids will be awarded at the
March meeting. The district is hopeful to receive favorable bids in order
to complete all of the above projects, but in the event of higher than
anticipated bids, priority would be given to the HVAC system, door closures
and Eisenhower Junior High exterior classroom door/window assemblies.
The total cost of the project is anticipated to cost $5.4 million $4.5 million
will be funded through the sale of Working Cash Fund Bonds while the
remainging $1 million will be funded using the existing fund balance in the
Operation and Maintenance Fund.
The work is expected to begin immediately after the last day of school in
June and should be completed at the beginning of August.

Illinois law requires that each child entering preschool, kindergarten and sixth grade submit proof of a
health examination and the required immunizations.
The law states a student must have the required health
examination and immunizations on or before the first
day of school. Any child failing to submit such proof as
of the first day of school will not be allowed to enter
school.
Immunizations are available through the DuPage Co.
Health Dept. (630-682-7400). If you are using your
private physician, we encourage you to make your
appointments early. If you need assistance in locating
a physician, you can call the school’s health aide. A list
of pediatric services can be provided to you from our
district nurse, Teri Shiley, RN, B.S.N., PEL-CSN.

Summary

Physical Examination within 12 months prior to the
date of entering school
(Kindergarten, 6th grade, and upon entering preschool)

Dental Examination

Illinois also requires a dental exam for all students
entering Kindergarten, 2nd grade, and 6th grade. Please
have your dentist complete the form which will be
available at registration or from the school office and
return it to school on the first day of school.

Vision Examination

A vision examination by a licensed optometrist or
opthamologist is also required for Kindergarten entry.
Please have your doctor complete the form which will
be available at registration or from the school office and
return it to school on the first day of attendance.

Immunizations:
DPT or DTaP

4 or more doses with the last dose on or after the 4th birthday

Tdap

1 dose upon entering 6th grade

Polio (OPV or IPV)

3 or more doses with the last dose on or after the 4th birthday

Measles

2 doses, 1st dose on or after the 1st birthday, 2nd dose no less than 28 days later (usually
given as MMR)

Rubella

2 doses on or after the 1st birthday (usually given as MMR)

Mumps

2 doses on or after the 1st birthday (usually given as MMR)

MMR

2 doses, 1st dose on or after the 1st birthday, 2nd dose no less than 28 days later

Hepatitis B Series

Students entering Pre-school or 6th grade must show proof of 3 doses of vaccine.

Varicella

1 dose for Pre-school program (received on or after the 1st birthday)2 doses for Kindergarten
or 6th grade (received on or after the 1st birthday for entering Kindergarten or 6th grade)

HIB Series

Required for pre-school entry

Pneumococcal
Disease

Children aged 24-59 months of age, entering a child-care or school program below the
kindergarten level shall show proof of immunizations that complies with the pneumococcal
vaccination schedule. Those children who have not received the primary series of
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, according to the recommended vaccination schedule shall
show proof of receiving at lease one dose of pneumococcal vaccine.

Meningococcal
Disease

1 dose upon entering 6th grade

schoolboard@darien61.org
Come visit us on the Web at:
darien61.org
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630-968-7505 • www.darien61.org

Lace reads together
by Erin Dwyer
Thanks to the Darien District 61 Educational
Foundation, Mrs. Reyes, Mrs. Bucholz, and Mrs. Greco
were able to secure a grant to bring a new program
to Lace School. The program is entitled Lace Reads
Together! Lace Reads Together is based on the program,
One School, One Book, in which the entire school
reads the same book
over the course of a
month!
For the 2014-2015
school year Lace
School students will
read two books…one
was read in October
(The Lemonade War
by Jacqueline Davies)
and one was read
in January/February
(Shiloh by Phyllis
Reynolds Naylor).
Each family received
their very own
copy of each book,
along with a reading
schedule to follow at home. There were daily trivia
questions for students to answer, lunch bunch discussion
groups, and all school celebrations to introduce the
books. Each book concluded with a family celebration
evening.
The Lemonade War
was considered a
great hit by all staff
and students. We
hope the families
enjoyed it also. We
celebrated as a Lace
School community
with a family game
night, in which
families were able
to choose from a
myriad of game
rooms, and spend
time with one
another. Lemonade
and popcorn was
enjoyed by all, and
16

A raffle was held for additional books in the series.

The Lace School community celebrated with a family game
night after completing the Lace Reads Together book
The Lemonade Wars.
Author Amy Logan paid a special visit to Lace School to
share her book and introduce the next Lace Reads Together
selection.
books from
the Lemonade
War series were
raffled off.
Shiloh was
introduced
after winter
break. We had
a special guest
author visit Lace
School. Amy
Logan shared her book, A Girl with a Cape. She also
talked to the students about making a difference, and
then introduced the students to the next Lace Reads
Together book, Shiloh.
Students reading Shiloh enjoyed the daily trivia
questions. The students were given the opportunity to
share during lunch bunch discussion groups during the
program.
Lace Reads Together is meant to be a shared
experience with family members, to continue to foster
the love of reading, and to allow families time to share
in activity of reading.
We are thrilled with the outcome of the program and
thank the Darien District 61 Educational Foundation
for allowing our students and families this wonderful
opportunity.
Erin Dwyer is the Principal of Lace School

Mar. 13
Mar. 27
Apr. 3
Apr. 6
Apr. 10
May 1
May 25
June 3

2014–2015 School Calendar

School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Spring Vacation Begins (end of day)
Third Quarter Ends
Schools Reopen
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Third Quarter Report Cards Issued
School Improvement Day
(early dismissal: 3 hrs. of attendance)
Memorial Day—NO SCHOOL
Final Report Cards Issued
*Last Day of Attendance (full day of attendance)

June 4–5 *These days will be declared Local Holidays
June 8–10 if no days are required for closing school during the year
due to an emergency. If these days are not required,
then the last day of pupil attendance will be as
shown above.
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Darien Park District

Park District: 630-968-6400 • Sportsplex: 630-789-6666
www.darienparks.com

Watch your mail for the Summer 2015 Program Guide—
packed with camps, programs and trips for all ages!
Registration starts April 9.

Shamrock Skate at Sportsplex

Skate School Ice Show

40 cent Day!

Open Volleyball

March 14, 2—4pm
Free but preregistration required.

Fri., April 24, 6:30–8pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
For the past 12 months we’ve been celebrating our
40th Anniversary and to complete our celebration we’ve
planned a 40 cent Day. Games will be 40 cents, you can
have your face painted for 40 cents, a variety of craft
projects will be 40 cents each. Hot dogs, chips, popcorn
and snow cones will be 40 cents each. We will have live
entertainment and much, much more! Pre-registration is
not required, but all children must be accompanied by
an adult. Come join in on the fun. All ages welcome!

Flea Market

Sat., March 7, 9am–1pm
60+ Sellers
Free admission, bargains galore!
7301 Fairview Ave.

Spring Fling Craft Show

Sat., March 14, 9am–3pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
This craft show and sale will be the perfect place to
find unique, one-of-a-kind, handcrafted decorations for
your home, tantalizing treats, garden decor, wearables
and jewelry and will offer something for everyone.
Let’s celebrate SPRING!!

Easter Egg Hunt

Sat., April 4, 9am SHARP
For all Darien residents age 2-8
Darien Community Park, 7100 Clarendon Hills Rd. or
Westwood Park, 75th & Fairview

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny

Sat., April 4, 10am–12pm
7301 Fairview Ave.
Deadline to register: March 30
Activities provided for children age 2-9
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April 24 & 25, Sportsplex
Tickets available at the door.

If you love to play volleyball then come join us on
Sunday afternoons. Pick-up games will be organized. No
pre-registration required. Just pay as you come. There
is no childcare available so please do not bring young
children.
21 or older
Darien Park District Community Center
Sundays 2–4pm
(no open volleyball 4/5, 5/10, 6/21, 7/5, 8/30)
R/NR: $5 per person

Mother-Son Date Night

Fri., April 10, 6:30-8:30pm
Boys age 4–11
7301 Fairview Ave.
Pizza party followed by an interactive game show
culminating in ice cream sundaes.
Deadline to register: April 7

April Fitness Center
Special
Spring is the perfect time to start getting in shape for
summer and the Darien Park District has just the special
to get you motivated! Sign up for any of our fitness
center memberships in the month of April and receive
a certificate good toward any of our fitness classes!
Whether you work out in our fitness center or you join
in on the fun at one of our fitness classes, you will have
no problem staying in shape! Special doesn’t apply for

couple memberships or additional family membership.
No additional discounts, passes, or coupons can be
applied.
• One year membership includes two certificates good
for one free six week fitness class
• Three month memberships includes one certificate
good for one free six week fitness class
Special runs April 1–30
19

Darien Chamber of Commerce

darienchamber.com
1702 Plainfield Rd. • Darien, IL 60561 • 630-968-0004

Welcome new chamber members

Upcoming Events
March 10
Membership Drive Party
Q Bar & Grill, 5:30pm
March 26
West Suburban Multi-Chamber Luncheon
Bobak’s Signature Events, 10:30am

Multicare Wellness
8110 S. Cass Avenue
Darien, IL
Nicoletta Sourbis
630-796-4149
We specialize in the Ideal Protein weight loss protocol.
Here you will receive one-on-one coaching, teaching
you how to eat and maintain your weight for a healthy
lifestyle change.

March 15
Darien Dash Sponsorship Deadline
April 1
Early Bird Darien Dash Registration Deadline
April 11
C&C Car Care Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 11am

Congratulations to the 2014 Darien Chamber
Business Excellence Award Winners
Business Excellence and Business of the Year—Rose Landscape Design, Inc.
Business Excellence—Family K9 Dog Training, Automated Forms & Graphics, Inc. and Darien Rotary Club
Member of The Year—Chuck’s Southern Comforts Cafe
Ambassador of the Year—James Burke, Edward Jones

The finalists, from left: Andrew and Laura Bucas, Old Vilnius Café; Maggie Coots, Chuck’s Southern Comforts Café; Mike Field, Automated
Forms & Graphics, Inc.; Liz Huskey, Family K9 Dog Training; Tom Papais, Rose Landscape Design, Inc.; Chris Gerrib, Rotary Club of
Darien; Clare Bongiovanni, President & CEO; James Burke, Edward Jones; Natasha Kinder, McDonald’s
(Missing Stanley and Helen Kos, Alpine Banquets).

At left, Tom Papais, Rose
Landscape Design, Inc.

At left, Liz Huskey,
Family K9 Dog Training

SAVE THE DATE!
15th Annual Darien Dash
Sun., May 17 • Darien Community Park
20

New 5k and 10k Race Course
and New Fun Run
Early Bird Registration
Discounts

At right, Maggie Coots,
Chuck’s Southern
Comforts Cafe

At right, Chri Gerrib,
Rotary Club of Darien
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Nuggets
An eclectic collection of what’s happening in
the business community
Easter Sunday Brunch at Allgauer’s Hilton
Lisle/Naperville is an award-winning brunch
featuring over 100 items including omelets made
to order, waffles, hand-carved ham and prime rib,
peel-n-eat shrimp, oysters on the half-shell, dozens
of side dishes and fresh salads and a never ending
dessert buffet. The Easter Bunny will be there to say
hello to everyone. Sun., April 5 10am–2:30pm. For
reservations: 630-245-7650.

Around the Block
Children’s clothing resale is at Prairieview
School
Darien Woman’s Club will have spring children’s
clothing resale on Sat., March 28, at Prairieview School,
9am–2pm. Seller registration is Sat., March 7, 9am-12pm,
and Tues., March 10, 5:30–8:30pm, at Darien Safety
Village.

Darien Historical Society applauds the Darien
Lions Club for its $1,000 donation to underwrite
the cost of a computer and printer which are currently
housed at Old Lace Schoolhouse & Museum. First-time
on site information technology is a major advancement
for research and education of both visitors and
volunteers. The society welcomes new members.
630-964-6792, 630-985-7779.
The Darien Garden Club will present “Spring
Gardening Inspiration” on Sat., March 28 from
8am–2pm, at Eisenhower Junior High School, 1410
75th St. The keynote speaker, Mike MacDonald,
will present “My Journey into the Wilds of Chicago,”
and two additional sessions offer a choice of eight
informative speakers to inspire your best garden ever.
Vendors and a raffle, and the $40 admission includes
continental breakfast and box lunch. Reservations
are required. Information and reservations:
dariengardenclub@gmail.com or dariengardenclub.com.
Family K9 Dog Training was recipient of the
2014 Darien Chamber of Commerce Excellence
Award in the Professional Services category.
Mary Kay Slowikowski (PBS Speaker and
founder of the food pantry at
OLMC parish) will present her
acclaimed program, “Journey to
Reinvention,” on March 28 from
9am–2:30pm at the Carmelite
Spiritual Center. The seminar
focuses on exploring possibility
and potential by widening your
focus in an age of distraction.
Participants will learn to find
success after initial failure and
understand how to reignite belief in your future.
The cost of the program is $45 and includes
lunch. Call 630-969-4141 to book a reservation for
reinvention!

Enjoy “A Taste of Route 66” at Darien Rotary
Club’s annual charity fundraiser
Darien Rotary Club hosts A Taste of Route 66,
March 24, 6–9pm, Carriage Greens Country Club. This
annual event features the greatest taste sensations from
local area restaurants, silent auction, raffles, split the pot,
entertainment—something for everyone. Bring a ‘carload’
of friends for an unforgettably fun evening.
This event marks ‘the pathway’ for Rotary to continue
service initiatives in the community. Their signature project is Food for Kids—Backpack Program which provides
supplemental nutrition to school-age children in the
Darien area, ensuring that when they come to school on
Monday they are ready to learn. Other programs include
Grants-in-Aid benefitting local civic efforts, RYLA which
provides leadership training for local high school students and the Darien Rotary Dictionary Project handing
out dictionaries annually to every third grader in the
Darien area (over 700 in 2014 and over 4,100 over the
last 6 years). ‘Fill up’ is $40; RSVP at darienrotaryclub.org.

Register for Darien Swarm football & cheer
Boys and girls, ages 5–14, are invited to register for the
2015 season of Darien Swarm Football & Cheer! Participants will learn football skills and cheer techniques
while learning and practicing the skills of focus, tenacity,
and dedication. In-person registration dates are March
24, April 21, and May 27, 6–8pm at the Darien Police
Station,1710 Plainfield Rd.
darienswarmfootball.com.
Cathy White: swarmfootball@darienswarmfootball.com

Around the Block

for more, visit neighborsofdarien.com

Earth Day benefit dinner
The largest fundraiser of the year for The Conservation Foundation is Thurs., April 23, 5:30–9pm
at Bobak’s Signature Events. Enjoy a wonderful
evening shared with other conservation supporters that includes an exquisite dinner, raffle, inspiring video, nature-themed silent auction and an opportunity to support The Conservation Foundation
and its work to save nature in your neighborhood.
Call Chere Hayes 630-428-4500, Ext. 117, or email
chayes@theconservationfoundation.org.

Eggstravaganza…Always an Eggceptional event!

SEASPAR wins state award

St. John Lutheran Church & Early Learning Center
located at 7214 South Cass Avenue in Darien, IL will
continue the tradition of hosting an Easter Eggstravaganza on Sat., April 4 from 9–11am with an Egg Hunt
at 10am. The event is open to the public free of charge
as a community outreach. In addition to looking for
treat-filled plastic eggs, children and their families will
have the opportunity to participate in games and to
make crafts throughout the event. There will be a puppet show at 9:30am and 10:30am. The congregation’s
K-9 Comfort Dog, Shami, will greet all who attend. It
promises to be a joy-filled morning.

SEASPAR’s “Wonders” is now an award-winning
multi-sensory room. SEASPAR serves individuals with
disabilities throughout the western suburbs, and presented Wonders, located in Lisle, to the community in
May. Wonders received the Agency Excellence Award
from the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association
Therapeutic Section at the state conference in January.
The award was given for “achievement through a project
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15th annual “Human Race” is April 25
Hopes Front Door celebrates their 15th annual Human Race, Sat., April 25 at 9am, at Esplanade, Locust
Point, 1901 Butterfield Road. HOPE’s Front Door assists
needy individuals and their families and the homeless. This is a family, pet friendly event where you can
register to walk, run. Or join the HFD team or donation
if you choose not to race. A free Hope’s Front Door
t-shirt is given with every registration. $35 Walkers and
$40 Runners (until March 31); $40 Walkers and $45
Runners (after April 1). There will be a pre-race “Carboload” pasta dinner event at Shanahan’s Food & Spirits
in Woodridge on April 24. info@hopesfrontdoor.org,
630-322-9803.

EJH choir has a delicious fundraiser
The Butter Braid pastry sale lasts through March 12.
These are frozen 1lb. 6oz. braided pastries with icing
included. Just thaw, rise and bake! There are six varieties: strawberry, apple, cinnamon, double chocolate and
cream cheese. They come frozen and are good for up
to a year, so you can save themOrders are due March
12th all checks should be made payable to EJH Choirs.
Pick-up will be March 24, 2:30–5:30pm at EJH. Contact
Puja Ramaswamy, 630-964-5200 or download an order
form: darien61.org/webpages/ejhchoirs/

It’s fish fry Fridays
The St. John Council (#3738) of the Knights of Columbus will hold a fish fry on Fridays of Lent, 5–8pm,
through April 3. Entrees, including some all-you-can-eat
specials, are $11, with children’s-menu entrees available
for $6. All entrees include a sides bar with soup, macaroni and cheese, cole slaw, French fries, and vegetables.
Council 3738 is at 25 N. Cass Ave., Westmont.
For further information, see the council web page,
kofc3738.org , or call 1-630-969-3738.

of exceptional merit, which has extensively and directly
benefitted the community.”
Wonders is the first multi-sensory room of its type in a
public recreation facility in the country. Wonders offers
programs for a variety of ages and ability levels.
For additional information, call 630-960-7600 or visit
seaspar.org.

SEASPAR’s Rachel Pavesich (left) and Cathy Morava with
the Agency Excellence Award.

16th Annual Arbor Day
Celebration ushers in spring
Fri., April 24, 10am, Lindenwood Park

Sometimes, we take our trees for granted, especially the green ones.
Trees provide us with: clean water, when rain cascades down a tree
into soil and streams; energy savings when planted around the home to
block sun and wind; stress relief, if you gaze at a tree for a few minutes;
home and food for squirrels and song birds; increased home value,
especially if you live on a tree-lined street; shade for children and their
families who play and relax under trees; and, memories created with
the planting of a tree.
Mr. Bob Johnson, Lace
School 5th grade teacher
with his students, as they
release the painted lady
butterflies, they have
grown for this event.

New trees will be planted around the playground. Local school
children will be in attendance; grow butterflies and then release them.
Four memorial trees will be planted to honor those who are no longer
with us.
Darien’s Arbor Day Celebration is sponsored by the Darien Park
District, the City of Darien (awarded “Tree City USA” in 2012) and funded
by The Gift of Carl Foundation, giftofcarl.org. Donations are needed to
continue the great work of this non-profit, which provides needed services to our local schools and for local educational events like Darien’s
Arbor Day Celebration.
Educational support provided by the Morton Arboretum and local fire
and police departments. kathyminardi@gmail.com
Arbor Day 2014 Cass Jr.
High School students
with a Darien/
Woodridge Firefighter,
as they water a new
memorial tree in Smart
Oaks Park.

Tree information available on the city website

For valuable tree information, go to the City of Darien, darien.il.us.
Also, Darien residents interested in purchasing a tree, can take advantage of the city’s 50/50 tree purchase program (city pays half, you pay
half). 630-353-8105. For Tree Memorial plantings, visit darienparks.com
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Spring Fling
Craft Show

Good Neighbor
Congratulations Ron Kiefer—
Darien’s Citizen of the Year
The word “nice” is a prominent
part of the city’s slogan—“Darien is
a Nice Place to Live.” Among the
multiple nominations submitted for
Ron Kiefer, all state one common
thing: He is such a nice guy.
Ron’s milestones are not measured
in days or months of support but
in a multitude of years. Ron began
career as an educator, counselor
and principal in the Cicero School
District. After 34 years of guiding,
enriching and enhancing thousands
of young lives, he retired in
2000. In 1983, Ron was elected
to the Morton College Board of
Trustees where he served seven
years (two as board chairman).
During that time, he also served
two years as chairman of the
Educational Excellence Committee
of the Illinois Community College
Trustees Association and one year
as Chairman of the West Suburban
Region of Community College
Trustees. He continues to work
with the Cicero Eagles, a program
centered on young children. Since
1990 he has volunteered at and
supported the Children’s Center of
Cicero-Berwyn. In 2007, they award
him the “Hold My Hand Award”
in recognition of his commitment.
He is an avid supporter of the
SEASPAR and SEGUIN programS
which supports children and adults

with special needs.
Within Darien, Ron has extended
his support to all areas of the city.
For over 14 years, he has been a
member of Darien’s Planning and
Zoning Board,. Through St. John’s
Lutheran Church of Darien, he
supports the School on Wheels,
a reading program for young
minds. Since 2001, Ron has been
an important part of the Darien’s
Lion’s Club. He has continuously
served on numerous committees,
both as chairman and volunteer. In
the words of another nominator, “If
Ron has a fault, it is that he does not
know how to say NO.”
Ron is known as a neighbor and
friend who checks frequently on the
well-being of his elderly neighbors,
clears their snow in the winter and
cuts their grass in the summer. He
is always there with a kind word,
a good joke or a bag of vegetables
from his garden. In the harsh winter
temperatures, he is known to have
a hot cup of coffee waiting for the
mail carriers when they finish their
route. Another nominator stated…
”Ron recognizes what a privilege it
is to be called a friend and always
answers with his favorite phase
‘What can I do to help?’ ”
Ron has been a resident of Darien
for 27 years. His wife, Esther, is one
of his biggest fans and supporters.

Call 630-995-3482

March 14
Community Center

or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

DARIEN
SUNDAY

She describes his character with
her personal phrase: “He is my
gentle giant whose heart is bigger
than he is.” He is the proud father
of two children, son Brian and
daughter Lynn and four wonderful
grandchildren that he adores,
Christina, Colin, Camden and
Sloane.
Here is a portion of the
nomination letter written by the late
Judy Baar Topinka: ”Demonstrating
exemplary efforts and vision in
bringing the community together, I
believe that Ron represents all that
Darien as well as the State of Illinois
can be proud of. Ron is a willing
volunteer who gives his heart and
time to making Darien a better
place to live and work…He is the
kind of person that makes Darien as
great as it is, and it’s for this reason
that I feel he should be recognized
for his hard work and dedication.”
Ron has been a doer and has
never stopped.

M A R C H 2015
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Insurgent Release
Party for Teens
6pm
Library

Spring Fling Craft
Show
9am-3pm
Community
Center

Digital Video
Production
6pm
Library

Shamrock Skate
2-4pm
Sportsplex

15
Dyed in the Wool
Concert
2pm
Library

22
Practice ACT
1:30pm
Library

29
From Bedrooms
to Dorm Rooms:
DIY Wall Decals
for Teens
2pm
Library

26

Feature your buisness here!

16

17

18

Tee Time:
Golf Tips and
Strategies
6:30pm, Library

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

Girl Power!
6:30pm
Library

Meet & Greet the
Mayor
6-7pm
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm, City Hall

DIY Teens:
Ozobots
4pm
Library

Planning
& Zoning
Commission
7pm
City Hall

23
Municipal
Services
Committee
6:30pm
City Hall

30

Rotary Club
Taste of Rte. 66
6pm
DIY Teens:
Magnet
Menagerie
4pm, Library
Ebook Help
6-8pm, Library
ReDiscover:
Celebrating
Home—Trash or
Treasure?
7pm, Library

24

31

Tetris
Tournament for
Teens
2pm, Library
DIY Teens:
Stickers
4pm, Library
France and
French for Fun
and Travel - Part I:
Bonjour Paris
7pm, Library

19

20

21

Thursday
Afternoon Movie:
Boyhood
2pm
Library

25
Midway Airport
1pm
Library

26

Teen Summer
Job Fair
1-4pm
Library

27

Tech Talk: Online
Learning
6pm
Library
ReDiscover:
Celebrating
Home—Don’t Do
This, Do That
7pm
Library

28
Spring Gardening
Inspiration
8am-2pm
Eisenhower Jr.
High School

Send us your event
information!
newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for May/June issue is
April 1, 2015
Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Darien Woman’s
Club Children’s
Clothing Resale
9am-2pm
Prairieview Sch.

Have breakfast
with the
Easter Bunny

Feature business event here!
Call 630-995-3482
or write info@neighborsmagazines.com

April 4, Community Center

DARIEN
SUNDAY

A P R I L 2015
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
Ask the Master
Gardener Drop In
6-8pm, Library

newsroom@neighborsmagazines.com
Deadline for May/June issue is
April 1, 2015

Homemade Soup
and Bread
7pm, Library

5

6
Rediscover:
Celebrating
Home —Color in
the Garden
7pm
Library
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm
City Hall.

13
Park District
Board Meeting
7pm
City Hall

19

20
Shake, Shimmy, &
Dance!
9:30am, Library
Meet & Greet the
Mayor
6-7pm, City Hall

FRIDAY

2

27
Municipal
Services
Commission
6pm
City Hall

3

NBA 2K15
Tournament for
Teens
2pm
Library

7

8

VOTE TODAY

9

France and
French for Fun
and Travel
Part II: Salut
Provence
7pm, Library

14

21
Programming
Electronics 101
6pm
Library

10

15

22

16
Thurs. Afternoon
Movie: The
Imitation Game
2pm, Library
French and
France for Fun
and Travel
Part III: La Belle
Normandie
7pm, Library

23

17
Movies & More:
Of Mice and Men
(1992
7pm
Library

24
Arbor Day
10am
Lincolnwood Park

Investing 101
with Morningstar
1pm
Library

40¢ Day
6:30-8:30pm
Community
Center
Skate School Ice
Show
7pm, Sportsplex

28

11
Home “Sweets”
Home
11:30am
Library

29
3D Printing
6pm
Library

Thursday
Afternoon
Movie: The
Theory of
Everything
2pm Library
Tech Talk: Selling
Online
6pm, Library
Celebrating
Home with Meg
Caswell
7pm, Ashton Place,
Willowbrook

30

by Angelo R. Imbrogno

T

he dollar, which has been trending higher for
nearly four years now, rose 13% in 2014 and is
up another 5% in 2015 (as of Jan. 23). The latest
leg up has been driven by anticipation and arrival of
quantitative easing (QE) by the European Central Bank
(ECB). Bold stimulus from the ECB, and other central
banks around the world including the Bank of Japan,
has put substantial downward pressure on the euro, the
yen, and other currencies, while boosting the dollar.
In general, more supply of a currency drives down its
value. In this article, we discuss some of the causes and
reasons of the strong U.S. dollar.

Relatively strong U.S. economy

Movies & More:
A Raisin in the Sun
(1961)
7pm
Library

Planning
& Zoning
Commission
7pm
City Hall

No deflating the U.S. Dollar

4

Easter Egg Hunt
9am
Darien
Community Park
or Westwood Park

Mother-Son Date
Night
6:30pm
Community
Center

DIY Teens: Poetry
Lantern
4pm, Library

DIY Teens: Button
Making
4pm
Library

Eggstravaganza
9-11am
St. John Church

Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny
10am-12pm
Community
Center

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm, City Hall
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SATURDAY

Planning &
Zoning Comm.
7pm, City Hall

Please note: Some programs listed may require
registration and/or fees.
Please check with individual organizations.

Darien Historical
Society Open
House
1-3pm
Old Lace School

THURSDAY

1

Send us your event
information!

12

Financial News

18
Community Seed
Swap
10am-1pm
Library
Teen After Hours
– Humans vs.
Zombies
6:30pm
Library

25
Skate School Ice
Show
2pm & 7pm
Sportsplex

Our economy has been outperforming most
international economies in recent years—especially
the developed economies that are our biggest trading
partners in Europe and Japan. A relatively good (even
if not great) economy has helped boost U.S. financial
markets and made the U.S. a more attractive destination
for foreign capital.

Improving trade balance

The U.S. trade balance has improved dramatically,
thanks in large part to the boom in U.S. energy
production and resulting drop in oil prices that has
reduced U.S. imports and increased exports. By keeping
more dollars here at home, a smaller trade gap is bullish
for the dollar.

bund yield stands at 0.36%, and
Japan, where the 10-year Japanese government bond
(JGB) yields 0.22%. Higher interest rates in the United
States have made U.S. bonds more attractive to foreign
investors and enhanced the attractiveness of the dollar.
There has been no deflating the U.S. dollar and its
strong run may possibly continue. While the strong
dollar does create some headwinds for U.S. corporations
doing business overseas and worsens the terms of
trade for the U.S., the dollar is up for good reasons,
and it curbs inflation. Dollar strength is a byproduct
of relatively good growth in the U.S., compared with
stagnation in Europe and Japan that has led to bold
moves by their central banks. So unlike those New
England Patriots’ footballs, there appears to be plenty of
air in the U.S. dollar.

Angelo R. Imbrogno is the president
of Blue Diamond Wealth Management, Inc.
Securities offered through
LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Improving budget deficit

The measures that the United States has taken — in
some cases painfully — to reduce the deficit by cutting
spending (remember the sequester) and increasing taxes
(remember the fiscal cliff) have reduced the U.S. federal
deficit from as high as 11% of gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2010 to about 3% as of the end of 2014. By
strengthening the U.S. balance sheet, a shrinking budget
deficit is bullish for the dollar.

Higher interest rates relative to developed
alternatives

The 10-year U.S. Treasury yield, at 1.80% as of
January 23, 2014, has been more than cut in half over
the past five years. Still, it is much higher than the
equivalent yields in Europe, where the German 10-year
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Neighbors of Darien Magazine

Important Contacts
Neighbors Magazine

Utilities
Com Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-642-6748

City of Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-852-5000

ATT
New Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-244-4444
Repair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-611-4466

City Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8114

Comcast

630-995-3482

info@neighborsmagazines.com

Director of Municipal
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8106

Cable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 594-1234
Internet Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  888 423-7888

Public Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-353-8105
Post Office – Westmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-0855

Downers Grove
Sanitary District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-969-0664

Humane Society – Darien. . . . . . . . . . . 630-375-7976

Advanced Disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708-409-9700

Fire Departments — 911 for Emergency
Darien-Woodridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-910-2200
(West of Cass)

Library
Indian Prairie Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-887-8760

Tri-State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-323-6445
(E of Cass, S of 67th, W of Rt. 83, N of I-55)

Park District

Lemont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-257-2376
Police Department — 911 for Emergency
Darien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999
TDD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  630-971-3999

Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Administrative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400
Darien SportsPlex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630-789-6666
Parks Department . . . . . . . . . . 630-968-6400, ext 122

